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Publisher’s Note

T he 19th N ationa l C ongress o f  the  C om m unist Party  o f  

China (CPC) in 2017 recognized Xi Jinp ing  T hough t on  Social

ism w ith C hinese C haracteristics fo r a N ew  E ra  as the  latest 

milestone on  the road that the CPC will follow for the foresee

able future, and has since w ritten it in to  the CPC C onstitution. 

At the First Session o f  the 13th N ational People’s Congress in 

2018, the C onstitu tion  o f  the People’s Republic o f  China was 

also am ended to  include this thought. T hese represented timely 

updates to  the guiding philosophy o f  the Party and the country.

E m body ing  M arxism  in  c o n te m p o ra ry  C hina and in  the 

21st century, Xi J in p in g  T h o u g h t on  Socialism  w ith  C hinese 

Characteristics for a N ew  E ra is the banner o f  the CPC in the 

new era. I t  steers the political and social activities o f  the coun

try, and is a guide to  action for the rejuvenation o f  the Chinese 

nation. T he thought has also contribu ted  a Chinese perspective 

and C hinese ideas to  build ing a global com m unity  o f  shared 

future.

S ince th e  19 th  C PC  N a tio n a l C o n g ress , gu ided  by th is 

thought and rem aining true to  the PartyJs original aspiration and 

founding mission, the CPC Central Com m ittee, w ith Xi Jinping 

as its core, has fully considered the overall goal o f  national reju

venation and the international situation in a context o f  change 

at a level unseen in a century, and has coordinated efforts on  the 

great struggle, the great project, the great cause and the great



dream . T he CPC Central Com m ittee has handled w ith com po- 

sure a com plex situation, w ith clearly increasing risks and chal

lenges bo th  at hom e and abroad. I t has furthered refo rm  and 

opening  up, fought for the final v ictory in building a m oder

ately  p ro sp e ro u s  society  in  all re sp ec ts , and  ach ieved  new  

breakthroughs in all undertakings o f  the Party and the country. 

China has also made a m ajor contribution to  w orld peace and 

developm ent.

T he first and second volum es o f  X i Jinping: The Governance 

o f China have received an enthusiastic response from  China and 

o ther parts o f  the world. Since the 19th CPC N ational Congress, 

Xi Jinping has put forward many original ideas drawn from  his 

experiences in state governance in  the new  era, charting  the 

course in line w ith the times and further enriching the theoreti

cal base o f  the Party. To help officials and the public under

stand and apply Xi Jinping T hought on Socialism w ith Chinese 

Characteristics for a N ew  Era, to strengthen their com m itm ent 

to  the Four Consciousnesses, the Four-sphere Confidence and 

the Two Upholds, and also to  help the international com m unity 

gain a full appreciation o f  the thought and the reasons for the 

success o f  the CPC, Marxism and Chinese Socialism, the Public

ity D epartm en t o f  the CPC Central C om m ittee and the State 

Council Inform ation  Office, w ith the support o f  the Research 

Institu te  o f  Party H istory  and L iterature o f  the CPC Central 

C om m ittee  and C hina In te rn a tio n a l Publish ing  G roup , have 

compiled a third volume o f  X i Jinping: The Governance o f China.

T his volum e contains a com pilation o f  92 o f  Xi J inp ing’s 

spoken and w ritten works from  O ctober 18, 2017 to  January 13, 

2020, along w ith 41 photographs. It is divided into 19 sections

by topic, w ith the articles in each section arranged in chrono-
logical order. For ease of reading, notes are to be found at the

end o f  relevant articles.
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Secure a Decisive Victory in Building a Moderately 

Prosperous Society in All Respects and Strive 

for the Great Success o f Socialism with Chinese 

Characteristics for a New Era*

O c t o b e r  1 8 ,  2 0 1 7

Comrades，

O n  behalf o f  the  18th C entral C om m ittee o f  the C om m unist 

Party o f  C hina, I will now  deliver a re p o rt to  the  19th N ational 

Congress.

The 19th National Congress o f  the Com m unist Party o f  China is 

a meeting o f  great im portance taking place during the decisive stage 

in building a m oderately prosperous society in all respects and at a 

critical m om ent as socialism with Chinese characteristics has entered a 

new era.

The theme o f  the Congress is: Remain true to  our original aspira

tion and founding mission, hold high the banner o f  socialism with 

Chinese characteristics， secure a decisive victory in building a moder- 

ately prosperous society in all respects, strive for the great success o f 

socialism w ith Chinese characteristics for a new era, and w ork tire

lessly to  realize the Chinese D ream  o f  national rejuvenation.

N ever fo rget why you s ta rted , and you can accom plish  your 

mission. T he original aspiration and m ission o f  C hinese C om m u

nists is to  seek happiness for the Chinese people and rejuvenation 

for the Chinese nation. This original aspiration, this mission, is what 

inspires Chinese Communists to advance. In  our Party, each and every

* Report to the 19th National Congress of the Communist Party of China.
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2 The G overnance o f C hina

one o f  us m ust always breathe the same air as the people, share the 

same future, and stay truly connected to them. The aspirations o f  the 

people to  live a better life m ust always be the focus o f  our efforts. We 

m ust keep on striving with endless energy towards the great goal o f  

national rejuvenation.

B oth  C hina and the w orld  are in  the m idst o f  p ro fo u n d  and 

com plex changes. China is still in an im portan t period o f  strategic 

opportunity  for developm ent; the prospects are bright bu t the chal

lenges are severe. All comrades m ust aim high and look far, be alert to 

dangers even in times o f  calm, have the courage to pursue reform  and 

break new ground, and never becom e hardened to change or inactive. 

We will unite the Chinese people o f  all ethnic groups and lead them  

to  a decisive victory in building a m oderately prosperous society in 

all respects and in the drive to  secure the success o f  socialism with 

Chinese characteristics for a new era.

I. The Past Five Years: Our Work and H istoric Change

T he five years since the  18th N ational C ongress have been  a 

truly remarkable five years in the course o f  the development: o f  the 

Party and the country. O utside China, we have been confronted with 

sluggish global econom ic recovery, frequent outbreaks o f  regional 

conflicts and disturbances, and intensifying global issues. Af hom e, 

we have encountered profound changes as China has entered a new 

norm al in econom ic developm ent. We have upheld the underlying 

principle o f  pursuing progress while ensuring stability, risen to  chal

lenges, pioneered and pushed ahead, and made historic achievements 

in reform , opening up, and socialist m odernization.

To p u t the guiding principles from  the 18th N ational Congress 

in to  action, the Party  C entral C om m ittee has held  seven plenary 

sessions. There, decisions and plans were made on  issues o f  m ajor 

im portance, from  reform ing  the institu tions and transform ing  the 

functions o f  governm ent to deepening reform  in all areas, advancing 

law-based governance, formulating the 13th Five-year Plan, and seeing
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governance over the Party is exercised fully and with rigor. In  the past 

five years, we have implemented the Five-sphere Integrated Plan1 and 

the Four-pronged Comprehensive Strategy2, fulfilled the goals o f  the 

12th Five-year Plan, and made sm ooth progress in implementing the 

13th Five-year Plan. O n  all fronts new advances have been made for 

the cause o f  the Party and the country.

We have made major achievements in economic development

We have remained com m itted to the new developm ent philoso

phy, adopted the right approach to  development, and endeavored to 

transform the growth model. T he result has been a constant improve

m ent in the quality and effect o f  developm ent. T he econom y has 

maintained a medium-high grow th rate, making China a leader among 

the m ajor economies. W ith the gross dom estic product rising from  

RMB54 trillion to RMB80 trillion, China has maintained its position 

as the w orlds second largest econom y and contributed m ore than 30 

percent o f  global economic growth. Supply-side structural reform  has 

made further headway, bringing a steady im provem ent in the econom 

ic structure.

Em erging industries like the digital econom y are thriving; the 

construction o f  high-speed railways, highways, bridges, ports, airports, 

and o ther types o f  in frastructure  has picked up pace. Agricultural 

m odernization has steadily advanced, w ith annual grain production 

reaching 600 million tons. T he rate o f  urbanization has risen by an 

annual average o f  1.2 percentage points, and m ore than 80 million 

people w ho have m oved from  ru ra l to  u rban  areas have gained 

perm anent urban residency. Regional developm ent has becom e more 

balanced; the  Belt and Road In itiative3, the coord inated  develop

m ent o f  the Beijing-Tianjin-Hebei Region, and the developm ent o f 

the Yangtze River E conom ic Belt have all m ade notable progress. 

Through devoting great energy to implementing the innovation-driven 

developm ent strategy, we have seen m uch accom plished  tow ards 

niaking China a country o f  innovators, with major advances made in 

science and technology, including the successful launch o f  Tiangong-2 

space lab, the com m issioning o f  the deep-sea m anned submersible



4 T he G overnance o f  C hina

Jiaolong and o f  the five-hundred-m eter aperture spherical telescope 

(FAST) Tianjan, the launch o f  the dark m atter probe satellite Wukong 

and the quantum  science satellite Mo^i, and the test flight o f  the airlin

er C919. Construction on islands and reefs in the South China Sea has 

seen steady progress. The new institutions o f  the open econom y have 

been steadily improved. China now leads the world in foreign trade, 

outbound investment, and foreign exchange reserves.

We have made major breakthroughs in deepening reform.

We have taken comprehensive steps to deepen reform  swiftly but 

steadily, and worked with resolve to remove institutional barriers in all 

areas. We have taken moves across the board, achieved breakthroughs 

in many areas, and made further progress in reform . We have pursued 

reform  in a m ore systematic, holistic, and coordinated way, increasing 

its coverage and depth. Thanks to the launch o f  over 1,500 reform  

m easures, breakthroughs have been made in key areas, and general 

fram ew orks for refo rm  have been established in m ajor fields. The 

system  o f  socialism w ith C hinese characteristics has been fu rther

im proved， with notable progress made in m odernizing China’s system
and capacity for governance. T hroughout society, developm ent is full 

o f  vitality and is driven by greater creativity.

We have ta h n  major steps in developing democracy and the rule o f law.

We have actively developed socialist democracy and advanced law- 

based governance. We have stepped up institution building actoss the 

board  to  ensure that the Party^ leadership, the peopled position as 

masters o f  the country, and law-based governance form  an indivisible 

whole; and we have continuously improved the institutions and mech- j 

anisms by which the Party exercises leadership. Steady progress has 

been m ade in enhancing socialist democracy; intra-Party democracy 

has been expanded, and socialist consultative dem ocracy is f lo u r is h - , 

ing. The patriotic united front4 has been consolidated and developed, 

and new approaches have been adopted for work related to ethnic and 

religious affairs. Further progress has been made in ensuring our legis

lation is sound, law enforcem ent is strict, the administration o f  justice 

is impartial, and the law is observed by everyone. O ur efforts to  build
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a country, government, and society based on  the rule o f  law are m utu

ally reinforcing; the system o f  distinctively Chinese socialist rule o f
law has been steadily improved; and public awareness o f  the rule o f

law has risen markedly. G ood  progress has been made in piloting the 

reform  o f  the national supervision system, and effective m easures 

have been taken to  reform  the system o f  governm ent administration 

and the judicial system, and to  develop systems to apply checks and 

oversight over the exercise o f  power.
W e  have m a d e  s i g n i f i c a n t  a d v a n c e s  o n  t h e  t h e o r e t i c a l  a n d  c u l t u r a l  f r o n t s .

We have strengthened Party leadership over ideological work and 

explored new ground in advancing Party-related theories. The im por

tance o f Marxism as a guiding ideology is better appreciated. Social

ism with Chinese characteristics and the Chinese D ream  have been 

embraced by our people. The core socialist values and fine traditional 

Chinese culture are alive in the peopled hearts. Initiatives to improve 

public etiquette and ethical standards have proved successful. Public 

cultural services have been improved; art and literature are thriving, 

and cultural program s and industries are going strong. T he develop

ment, administration, and functioning o f  internet services have been 

enhanced. Fitness-for-all program s and competitive sports have seen 

extensive development. O ur countryJs underlying values hold greater 

appeal than ever before, and the wave o f  positive energy felt through

out society is building. We, the Chinese people, have greater confidence 

in our own culture. ChinaJs cultural soft power and the international 

influence o f  Chinese culture have increased significantly. T here  is 

greater unity in thinking both  within the Party and throughout society.

We have steadily improved living standards.

O u r vision o f  m aking developm ent peop le-cen tered  has been 

actioned, a whole raft o f  initiatives to  benefit the people has seen 

im plem entation , and the peop led  sense o f  fu lfillm ent has grow n 

stronger. Decisive progress has been made in the fight against pover

ty: M ore than 60 million people have been lifted out o f  poverty, and 

the poverty headcount ratio has dropped from  10.2 percent to  less 

than 4 percent. All-round progress has been made in education, with
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remarkable advances made in the central and western regions and in 

rural areas. Em ploym ent has registered steady grow th, w ith an aver

age o f  over 13 million urban jobs created each year. G row th o f  urban 

and rural personal incom es has outpaced econom ic grow th, and the 

middle-income group is expanding. A social security system covering 

bo th  urban and rural residents has taken shape; b o th  public health 

and medical services have im proved markedly. Solid progress has been 

made in building governm ent-subsidized housing projects to  ensure 

basic needs are met. Social governance systems have been improved; 

law and order has been m aintained; and national security has been 
fully enhanced.

We have made notable progress in building an eco-civili^ation.

We have devoted  serious e ffo rt to  the  eco-env ironm ent. As a 

result, the entire Party and the w hole country  have becom e m ore 

conscious about and active in pursuing green development, and there 

has been a clear shift away from  the tendency to  neglect ecological 

and environm ental protection. E fforts to  develop a system o f  institu-! 

tions for building an eco-civilization have been accelerated; the system 

o f  functional zoning has been steadily im proved; and progress has 

been  m ade in piloting the national park system. A cross-the-board  

efforts to  conserve resources have seen encouraging progress; the 

intensity o f  energy and resource consum ption has been significantly 

reduced. Sm ooth progress has been made in m ajor eco-envirorimental 

conservation and restoration projects; and forest coverage has been 

increased. Ecological and environm ental governance has been signifi

cantly strengthened, leading to marked im provem ents in the environ

m ent. Taking a driving seat in international cooperation to  respond to 

climate change, China has becom e an im portant participant, contribu

tor, and torchbearer in the global endeavor for eco-civilization.

We have initiated a new stage in strengthening and revitalising the armed 
forces.

W ith a view to realizing the Chinese D ream  and the dream  o f  

building a pow erful military, we have developed a strategy for the 

m ilitary under new  circum stances, and have m ade every e ffo rt to
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modernize national defense and the arm ed forces. We convened the 

Gutian Conference on  Military Political W ork to  revive and pass on 

the proud traditions and fine conduct o f  our Party and our arm ed 

forces, and have seen a strong im provem ent in the political ecosys

tem o f  the peopled forces. H istoric breakthroughs have been made 

in reform ing national defense and the arm ed forces: A new military 

structure has been established w ith the Central Military Commission 

exercising overall leadership, the theater com m ands responsible for 

military operations, and the services focusing on  developing capabili

ties. This represents a revolutionary restructuring o f  the organization 

and the services o f  the peop led  arm ed forces. We have streng th 

ened military training and war preparedness, and undertaken m ajor 

m issions related to  the  p ro tec tio n  o f  m aritim e rights, countering  

terrorism, maintaining stability, disaster rescue and relief, international 

peacekeeping, escort services in the G u lf o f  Aden, and humanitarian 

assistance. We have stepped up weapons and equipm ent development, 

and made m ajor progress in enhancing m ilitary preparedness. The 

peopled arm ed forces have taken solid strides on the path o f  building 

a powerful military with Chinese characteristics.

We have made fresh progress in work related to Hong Kong, Macao, and 

Taiwan.

We have fully and faithfully im plem ented the principle o f  uone 

country, two systems55, and ensured that the central governm ent exer-
cises its overall jurisdiction over H ong K ong and Macao as mandated

by ChinaJs Constitution and the basic laws o f  the two special adm in

istrative regions. We have thus boosted  exchanges and cooperation 

between the mainland and the two regions and maintained prosperity 

and stability in H ong K ong and Macao. We have upheld the one-China 

principle and the 1992 C onsensus6, prom oted the peaceful develop

m ent o f  cross-Straits relations, strengthened cross-Straits econom ic 

and cultural exchanges and cooperation, and held a historic meeting 

between the leaders o f  the two sides. We have responded as appropri

ate to the political developm ents in Taiwan, resolutely opposed and
deterred separatist elements advocating “^Taiwan independence” ， and



vigorously safeguarded peace and stability in the Taiwan Straits.

We have made further progress in China's diplomacy on all fronts.

We have made all-round efforts in the pursuit o f  m ajor-country 

diplomacy with Chinese characteristics, thus advancing ChinaJs diplo

m atic agenda in a com prehensive, multilevel, m ultifaceted way and 

creating a favorable external environm ent for C hinaJs development. 

We have jointly pursued the Belt and Road Initiative, initiated the 

Asian Infrastructure Investm ent Bank, set up the Silk Road Fund, and 

hosted the First Belt and Road Forum  for International Cooperation, 

the 22nd A PEC  Econom ic Leaders5 Meeting, the G20 2016 Summit 

in H angzhou, the BRICS Summit in Xiamen, and the Fourth Summit 

o f  the Conference on Interaction and Confidence Building Measures 

in Asia. China champions the developm ent o f  a global community o f 

shared future, and has encouraged the evolution o f  the global gover-

nance system. W ith this we have seen a further rise in C h irks interim- 

tional influence， ability to inspire, and power to  shape; and China has
made great new contributions to  global peace and development.

We have achieved remarkable outcomes in ensuring fu ll and strict governance 
over the Party.

We have m ade sweeping efforts to  strengthen the Party and its 

leadership, and taken strong action to transform  lax and weak gover

nance over the Party. We encourage all Party m em bers to  hold the 

Party Constitution in great esteem. We urge them  to strengthen their 

consciousness o f  the need to  maintain political com m itm ent, think in 

term s o f  the general picture, follow the core leadership o f  the CPC 

Central Committee, and act in accordance with its requirements, and 

to  uphold the authority o f  the Central Com mittee and its centralized, 

unified leadership. We have tightened political discipline and rules to

ensure tha t political responsibility for governance over the Party is
fulfilled at every level o f  the Party organization.

We have com m itted to <cexamining ourselves in the m irror, tidy

ing ou r attire, taking a bath , and treating ou r ailm ents,,5 launched 

activities to  see m em bers com m and and act on the Party^ mass line7, 

and initiated a cam paign for the  observance o f  the  T hree  G uide
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lines for Ethical Behavior and T hree Basic Rules o f  C onduct8. We 

have regularized and institutionalized the requirem ent for all Party 

m em bers to  have a solid understanding  o f  the Party C onstitution, 

Party regulations, and related m ajor policy addresses, and to  m eet 

Party standards. As a result, the ideals and convictions o f  all Party 

m em bers have been strengthened and their Party consciousness is 

deeper. We have adopted  standards fitting for a new  era to  assess 

the caliber o f  officials, and achieved a notable im provem ent in the 

way officials are selected and appointed. Further advances have been 

made in the refo rm  o f  the institutional fram ew ork for strengthen

ing the Party, and continuous im provem ents have been made to the 

system o f  Party regulations.
We have given top  priority  to  ensuring com pliance w ith  Party

discipline， and tackled the prom inent problems that prom pt the stron-

gest public reaction and that threaten to erode the very foundation o f 

the Party5s governance. We have adopted the Eight Rules on im prov

ing Party and governm ent conduct, taken tough action against the 

practice o f  favoring form  over substance, bureaucratism , hedonism , 

and extravagance, and staunchly opposed privilege seeking. Disciplin

ary inspections have cut like a blade through corruption and m iscon

duct; they have covered every Party com m ittee in all departm ents at 

the central and provincial levels. N o  place has been ou t o f  bounds,
no ground left unturned， and no tolerance shown in the fight against 

corruption . We have taken firm  action to  “ take o u t tigers’’， “swat

flies^, and c<hunt down foxes?,. The goal o f  creating a deterrent against 

corruption  has been initially attained; the cage o f  institutions that 

prevents corruption has been strengthened; and moral defenses against 

corruption are in the making. The anti-corruption campaign has built 

into a crushing tide, and is being consolidated and developed.

The achievements o f  the past five years have touched every area 

and b roken  new ground; the  changes in C hina over the past five 

years have been profound and fundamental. For five years, our Party 

has dem onstrated trem endous political courage and a powerful sense 

o f  m ission as it has developed new ideas, new  thinking, and new
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strategies, adopted a raft o f  m ajor principles and policies, launched 

a host o f  m ajor initiatives, and pushed ahead w ith many m ajor tasks. 

We have solved many tough problem s that were long on  the agenda 

bu t never resolved, and accom plished many things that were wanted 

bu t never done. W ith this, we have prom pted  historic shifts in the 

cause o f  the Party and the country. These historic changes will have 

a powerful and far-reaching effect on the developm ent o f  this cause.

O ver the past five years, we have acted w ith courage to confront 

m ajo r risks and tests facing the  Party  and to  address p rom inen t 

problem s w ithin the Party itself. W^ith firm  resolve, we have tight

ened discipline and im proved Party conduct, fought corrup tion  and 

punished wrongdoing, and rem oved serious potential dangers in the 

Party and the country. As a result, bo th  the intra-Party political atm o

sphere and the political ecosystem o f  the Party have improved mark

edly. T he Party s ability to  innovate, pow er to  unite, and energy to 

fight have all been significantly strengthened; Party solidarity and unity 

have been reinforced, and our engagem ent with the people has been 

greatly improved. Revolutionary tem pering has made our Party stron

ger, and it now radiates with great vitality. W ith this, efforts to  develop 

the cause o f  the Party and the country have gained a strong political 
underpinning.

But we m ust be very clear: T here are still many inadequacies in 

our w ork and many difficulties and challenges to face. T he main ones 
are as follows.

Some acute problem s caused by unbalanced and inadequate devel

opm ent await solutions; and the quality and effect o f  developm ent are 

no t w hat they should be. China^ ability to innovate needs to  be stron

ger, tlie real econom y awaits im provem ent, and we have a long way to 
go in protecting the environment.

In  work on public wellbeing there are still many areas where we fall 

short; and poverty alleviation remains a formidable task. There are still

large disparities in development between rural and urban areas, between
regions, and in income distribution; and our people face many difficul

ties in employment, education, health care, housing, and elderly care.
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Civic aw areness needs fu r th e r  im provem en t. Social tensions 

and problem s are intertw ined, m uch rem ains to  be done in seeing
the country’s governance is based on  law， and C hina’s system  and

capacity for governance need to be fu rther strengthened. Ideologi

cal struggle is still complicated, and in national security we face new 

developments. Some reform  plans and m ajor policies and measures 

need to  be better im plem ented. Many dim ensions o f  strengthening 

the Party remain weak. These are all problem s that dem and our full 

attention.
T he achievem ents o f  the  past five years are the  resu lt o f  the 

strong leadership o f  the Party Central Committee, and, m ore im por

tantly, the result o f  all Party m em bers and all the Chinese people pull

ing together in their pursuit. O n  behalf o f  the Central Com mittee o f 

the Com m unist Party o f  China, I express our heartfelt thanks to the 

people o f  all ethnic groups, to  all o ther political parties, to the people s 

organizations, and to patriotic figures from all sectors o f  society, to  our
fellow countrymen and wom en in the H ong Kong and Macao special 

administrative regions and in Taiwan， to  overseas Chinese， and to  all

our friends from  around the w orld w ho have shown understanding 

and support for ChinaJs m odernization.

Comrades,
In  the early days o f  refo rm  and opening up, the  Party made a 

clarion call for us to  take a path o f  our own and build socialism with 

Chinese characteristics. Since that time, the Party has united and led all 

the Chinese people in a tireless struggle, propelling China into a lead

ing position in term s o f  econom ic and technological strength, defense
capabilities， and com posite  national strength. C hina’s in ternational

standing has risen as never before. O ur Party, our country, our people, 

our forces, and our nation have changed in ways w ithout precedent. 

The Chinese nation, with an entirely new posture, now stands tall and 

& n i in the East.

W ith decades o f  hard work, socialism with Chinese characteristics 

has crossed the threshold into a new era. This is a new historic junc

ture in China^ development.
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This is w hat socialism with Chinese characteristics entering a new 
era means:

T h e  C h inese  n a tio n , w h ich  since m o d e rn  tim es beg an  had

endured so much for so long, has achieved a trem endous trans forma-
tion: It has stood up, becom e better off, and grow n in strength; it has 

com e to  em brace the brilliant prospects o f  rejuvenation. I t means 

tha t scientific socialism is full o f  vitality in 21st century China, and 

that the banner o f  socialism with Chinese characteristics is now flying 

high and proud for all to see. I t  means that the path, the theory, the 

system and the culture o f  socialism with Chinese characteristics have 

kept developing, blazing a new  trail for o ther developing countries 

to achieve m odernization. It offers a new option for o ther countries 

and nations who w ant to speed up their developm ent while preserv

ing their independence; and it offers Chinese w isdom  and a Chinese 

approach to solving the problem s facing humanity.

T h is  new  era will be an era o f  bu ild ing  on  p ast successes to 

fiirther advance our cause, and o f  continuing in a new historic context 

to  strive for the success o f  socialism with Chinese characteristics. It 

will be an era o f  securing a decisive victory in building a moderately 

prosperous society in all respects, and o f  moving on to all-out efforts 

to  build a great m odern  socialist country. I t  will be an era for the 

Chinese people o f  all ethnic groups to work together and work hard 

to create a better life for themselves and5 ultimately achieve com m on 

prosperity for everyone. I t will be an era for all o f  us, the sons and 

daughters o f  the Chinese nation, to  strive w ith one heart to  realize 

the Chinese D ream  o f  national rejuvenation. It will be an era that sees 

China m oving closer to  center stage and making greater contributions 

to  humanity.

As socialism with Chinese characteristics has entered a new era, 

the principal challenge facing Chinese society has evolved. W hat we 

now  face is the gap betw een unbalanced and inadequate develop

m en t and the ever-grow ing expectation o f  the people for a be tter 

life. China has seen the basic needs o f  over a billion people met, has 

basically made it possible for people to live decent lives, and will soon
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bring the building o f  a m oderatdy prosperous society to  a successful 

completion. The requirem ents o f  the people to  live better lives are 

increasingly broad. N o t only have their material and cultural needs 

grown; their demands for democracy, rule o f  law, fairness and justice, 

security, and a better environm ent are increasing. A t the same time, 

China^ overall productive forces have significantly im proved and in 

many areas our production capacity leads the world. T he m ore prom i

nent problem is that our developm ent is unbalanced and inadequate. 

This has becom e the main constraining factor in meeting the peopled 

increasing expectation for a better life.

We m ust recognize that the evolution o f  the principal challenge 

facing Chinese society represents a historic shift that affects the whole 

landscape and that creates many new dem ands for the w ork o f  the 

Party and the country. Building on continued efforts to  sustain devel

opm ent, we m ust devote great energy to  addressing developm ents 

imbalances and inadequacies, and push hard to  im prove the quality 

and effect o f  development. W ith this, we will be better placed to m eet 

the ever-growing econom ic, political, cultural, social, and ecological 

needs o f  our people, and to  prom ote well-rounded hum an develop

m ent and all-round social progress.

We m ust recognize that the evolution o f  the principal challenge 

facing Chinese society does no t change our assessm ent o f  the pres

ent stage o f  socialism in China. The basic dim ension o f  the Chinese 

context -  that our country is still and will long remain in the primary 

stage o f  socialism — has no t changed. China’s international status as

the w orld’s largest developing country has n o t changed. T he whole

Party must be completely clear about this fundamental dimension o f 

our national context, and m ust base our w ork on  this m ost im por

tant reality — the prim ary stage o f  socialism. We m ust rem ain fully 

committed to  the Party^ basic line as the source that keeps the Party 

and the country going and that brings happiness to  the people. We 

must lead and unite the Chinese people o f  all ethnic groups in fulfill

ing the central task o f  econom ic development. We m ust uphold the 

Four Cardinal Principles10, continue to reform  and open up, be self
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reliant, hardworking, and enterprising, and strive to build China into a 

great m odern socialist country that is prosperous, strong, democratic, 

culturally advanced, harm onious, and beautiful.

Comrades,

Chinese socialism^ entrance into a new era is, in the history o f  the

People’s Republic o f  China and the history o f  the Chinese nation， o f
trem endous importance. In  the history o f  international socialism and 

the history o f  hum an society, it is o f  trem endous im portance. O ur 

entire Party should develop unshakable confidence, w ork hard and 

w ork well to  see socialism with Chinese characteristics display even 
stronger vitality.
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II. T he N ew  Era: T he H istoric M ission o f  

the Communist Party o f China

A h u n d red  years ago, the salvoes o f  the O c to b e r R evolution 

b ro u g h t M arx ism -L enin ism  to  C hina. In  the  scien tific  tru th  o f  

M arxism -Leninism , Chinese progressives saw a solution to  C hina^ 

problems. W ith the advent o f  m odern times, Chinese society became 

em broiled in intense upheavals; this was a time o f  fierce struggle as 

the Chinese people resisted feudal rule and foreign aggression. I t was 

in the m idst o f  this, in 1921, as M arxism -Leninism  was integrated 

w ith the Chinese workers5 m ovem ent, that thesCom m unist Party o f  

China was born. From  that m om ent on, the Chinese people have had 

in the Party a backbone for their pursuit o f  national independence 

and liberation, o f  a stronger and m ore prosperous country, and o f  

their ow n happiness; and the m indset o f  the C hinese people  has 

changed, from  passivity to  taking the initiative.

W ith a history dating back m ore than 5,000 years, our nation creat

ed a splendid civilization, made remarkable contributions to  humanity, 

and became one o f  the w orlds great nations. But with the O pium  War 

o f  1840, China was plunged into the darkness o f  dom estic turm oil 

and foreign aggression; its people, ravaged by war, saw their hom e

land to rn  apart, and lived in poverty and despair. W ith tenacity and
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heroism, countless dedicated patriots fought, pressed ahead against
the odds, and tried every possible means to seek the nation’s salvation.

But despite their efforts, they were powerless to change the nature o f
society in old China and the plight o f  the Chinese people.

National rejuvenation has been the greatest dream o f  the Chinese 

people since m odern times began. A t its founding, the Com m unist
Party o f  China made realizing com m unism  its highest ideal and its

ultimate goal, and shouldered the historic mission o f  national rejuve

nation. In  pursuing this goal, the Party has united the Chinese people 

and led them  through arduous struggles to epic accomplishments.

O ur Party was deeply aware that, to achieve national rejuvenation, 

it was critical to topple the three m ountains o f  imperialism, feudalism, 

and bureaucrat-capitalism  that were oppressing the Chinese people,
and realize C hina’s independence ， the peop le’s liberation ， national

reunification, and social stability. O ur Party united the people and led
them in embarking on the right revolutionary path ， using rural areas

to encircle the cities and seizing state power w ith military force. We 

completed the N ew  Dem ocratic Revolution through 28 years o f  pain

ful struggle, and founded the Peopled Republic o f  China in 1949, thus 

marking China^ great transition from  a millennia-old feudal autocracy 

to a people’s democracy.

O ur Party was deeply aware that, to achieve national rejuvenation, 

it was essential to establish an advanced social system that fits China s 

reality. It united the people and led them  in completing socialist revo

lution, establishing socialism as C hinaJs basic system, and advanc

ing socialist construction . T his com pleted  the b roadest and m ost 

profound social transform ation in the history o f  the Chinese nation. 

It created the fundam ental political conditions and the institutional 

foundation for achieving all developm ent and progress in China today. 

Thus was made a great transition: T he Chinese nation reversed its 

fate from  the continuous decline o f  m odern times to  steady progress 

towards prosperity and strength.

O ur Party was deeply aware that, to  achieve national rejuvena

tion, it was imperative to follow the tide o f  the times, respond to the
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wishes o f  the people, and have the courage to reform  and open; and 

this awareness created a pow erful force for advancing the cause o f 

the Party and the people. O ur Party united the people and led them 

in launching the great new revolution o f  reform  and opening up, in 

rem oving all ideological and institutional barriers to  our country and

nation’s developm ent， and in embarking on the path o f  socialism with
Chinese characteristics. Thus was China able to  stride ahead to  catch 
up w ith the times.

O ver the past 96 years, to  accom plish the h istoric  m ission o f  

national rejuvenation , w hether in  tim es o f  w eakness o r strength , 

w hether in times o f  adversity or sm ooth sailing, our Party has never 

forgotten its founding mission, nor wavered in its quest. It has united 

the people and led them  in conquering countless challenges, making 

eno rm ous sacrifices, m eeting setbacks squarely, and courageously 

righting wrongs. Thus we have, time and again, overcom e the seem- 

ingly insurm ountable and created miracle upon miracle.

Comrades,

Today, we are closer to, and m ore confident and capable than ever 

before o f  making the goal o f  national rejuvenation a reality.

As the Chinese saying goes, the last leg o f  a journey marks the 

halfway point. Achieving national rejuvenation will be no walk in the 

park, it will take m ore than drum  beating and gong clanging to  get 

there. Every one o f  us in the Party m ust be prepared to  w ork even 
harder towards this goal.

Realizing our great dream  dem ands a great struggle. I t  is in the 

m ovem ent o f  contradictions that a society advances^ where there is 

contradiction there is struggle. I f  ou r Party is to  unite and lead the 

people to  effectively respond  to  m ajor challenges, w ithstand m ajor 

risks, overcome major obstacles, and address m ajor contradictions, it 

m ust undertake a great historic struggle w ith many new features. All 

thinking and behavior in the vein o f  pleasure seeking, inaction and 

sloth, and problem  avoidance are unacceptable.

Every one o f  us in the Party m ust do m ore to uphold Party lead

ership  and the Chinese socialist system , and resolutely oppose  all
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statements and actions that imdeirmine，distoirt， o r negate them* We

must do more to protect our peopled interests, and firmly oppose all 

moves that damage their interests o r put distance between the Party 

and the people. We m ust do m ore to  channel our energies towards 

the contem porary current o f  reform  and innovation, and resolve to 

address deep-rooted problems. We m ust do m ore to  safeguard China^ 

sovereignty, security, and developm ent interests, and staunchly oppose 

all attem pts to  split China o r underm ine its ethnic unity and social 

harmony and stability. We m ust do m ore to guard against all kinds o f 

risk, and work determinedly to  prevail over every political, economic, 

cultural, social, and natural difficulty and challenge.

Every Party m em ber m ust fully appreciate the long-term, complex, 

and onerous nature o f  this great struggle; we m ust be ready to fight, 

build our ability, and keep striving to secure new victories in this great 

struggle.
Realizing our great dream  dem ands a great project. This project

is the great new project o f  strengthening the Party tha t is building 

momentum. As history has shown and will continue to  testify, w ithout 

the leadership o f  the Com m unist Party o f  China, national rejuvena

tion would be just wishful thinking. To remain the vanguard o f  the 

times, the backbone o f  the nation, and a Marxist governing party, our 

Party m ust always hold itself to  the highest standards. Every Party 

member m ust be m ore actively involved in enhancing Party conscious

ness, and dem onstrate com m itm ent to  Party principles. We m ust have 

the courage to  face problem s squarely, be braced for the pain, act 

to remove w hatever underm ines the PartyJs integrity and advanced
nature， and rid ourselves o f  any virus that erodes the Party s health. 

We must keep on strengthening the Party’s ability to  lead politically， to

guide through theory, to organize the people, and to inspire society, 

thus ensuring that the Party^ great vitality and strong ability are forev

er maintained.

Realizing ou r great dream  rep resen ts  a g rea t cause. Socialism  

with Chinese characteristics has been the focus o f  all o f  the Party s 

theories and practice since refo rm  and opening up began. I t is the
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fundam ental achievement o f  our Party and our people made through 

countless hardships at enorm ous cost. T he path  o f  socialism with 

C hinese characteristics is the only path  to  socialist m odernization 

and a better life for the people. The theory o f  socialism with Chinese 

characteristics is the right theory  to  guide the Party and people to 

realize national rejuvenation. T he system o f  socialism w ith Chinese 

characteristics provides the fundam ental institutional guarantee for 

progress and developm ent in contem porary  China. T he culture of 

socialism with Chinese characteristics is a powerful source o f  strength 

that inspires all m em bers o f  the Party and the people o f  all ethnic 

groups in China. O ur whole Party m ust strengthen our confidence in 

the path, theory, system and culture o f  socialism with Chinese charac

teristics. We m ust neither retrace our steps to the rigidity and isolation 

o f  the past, nor take the w rong turn  by changing our nature and aban

doning our system. We m ust maintain our political orientation, do the 

good solid work that sees our country thrive, and continue to  uphold 

and develop socialism with Chinese characteristics.

丁his great struggle, great project, great cause, and great dream  are 

closely connected, flow seamlessly into each other, and are mutually 

reinforcing. Am ong them , the great new project o f  strengthening the 

Party plays the decisive role. All work to advance this project m ust go 

hand in hand with the struggle, the cause, and the dream. We must 

see tha t as h istory  progresses and the w orld undergoes p ro found  

changes, the Party remains always ahead o f  the times; that as history 

progresses and we respond to  risks and tests at hom e and abroad, the

Party remains always the backbone o f  the nation; and that as history
progresses and we continue to  uphold  and develop socialism with

Chinese characteristics, the Party remains always a powerful leadership
core.

Comrades,

O ur mission is a call to  action; our m ission steers the course to 

the future. We m ust live up to the trust the people have placed in us 

and prove ourselves worthy o f  history^ choice. In  the great endeavor 

o f  building socialism with Chinese characteristics in the new era, let
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us get behind the strong leadership o f  the Party and engage in a tena

cious struggle. Let all o f  us, the sons and daughters o f  the Chinese 

nation, com e together, keep going, and create a m ighty force that 

enables us to realize the Chinese Dream.

III. The Thought on Socialism with Chinese Characteristics for a 

N ew  Era and the Basic Policy

Since our 18th N ational Congress, changes bo th  in and outside
China， and the progress made in all areas o f  China’s endeavors， have

presented us with a profound question — the question o f  an era. O ur 

answer must be a systematic com bination o f  theory and practice and 

must address w hat kind o f  socialism with Chinese characteristics the 

new era requires us to uphold and develop, and how we should go 

about doing it. This involves fundam ental issues like the overarch

ing objective, task, plan, and strategy for upholding and developing 

socialism with Chinese characteristics in the new era; like the direc

tion, model, and driving force o f  development, and the strategic steps, 

external conditions, and political guarantees. In  addition, to  uphold 

and develop socialism with Chinese characteristics, we should, based 

on new practice, undertake theoretical analysis and produce policy 

guidance on the economy, political affairs, rule o f  law, science and 

technology, culture, education, the wellbeing o f  our people, ethnic 

and religious affairs, social development, the eco-environm ent, nation

al security, defense and the arm ed forces, the principle o f  <cone coun

try, two systems?, and national reunification, the united front, foreign 

affairs, and the strengthening o f  the Party.

In answering this question, our Party has been guided by Marxism- 

Leninism , M ao Z edong  T h o u g h t11, D eng  X iaoping T h eo ry 12, the 

Theory o f  Three Represents13, and the Scientific O utlook on Devel

opm ent14. It has continued to  free our minds, seek tru th  from  facts, 

move with the times, and apply a realistic and pragmatic approach. In 

answering this question, our Party has continued to  uphold dialectical 

and historical materialism; has considered carefully the new conditions



o f  the era and the new  requirem ents o f  practice; and has adopted 

an entirely new perspective to  deepen its understanding o f  the laws 

that underlie governance by a com m unist party, the developm ent of 

socialism, and the evolution o f  hum an society. It has worked hard to 

undertake theoretical explorations, and has achieved m ajor theoretical 

innovations, ultimately giving shape to  the T hought on Socialism with 

Chinese Characteristics for a N ew  Era.

T he T hought on Socialism with Chinese Characteristics for a New 

Era makes the following things clear:

- I t  m akes clear th a t the  overarch ing  task  o f  upho ld in g  and 

developing socialism with Chinese characteristics is to  realize social

ist modernization and national rejuvenation, and, that on the basis of 

finishing the building o f  a moderately prosperous society in all respects, 

a tw o-step  approach  should  be taken to  build C hina in to  a great 

m odern socialist country that is prosperous, strong, democratic, cultur

ally advanced, harmonious, and beautiful by the middle o f  the century.

—It makes clear that the principal challenge facing Chinese society 

in the new era is the gap between unbalanced and inadequate devel

opm ent and the ever-growing expectation o f  the people for a better 

life. We m ust therefore continue com m itm ent to  our people-centered 

ph ilosophy  o f  developm ent, and w ork  to  p ro m o te  w ell-rounded 

hum an developm ent and com m on prosperity for everyone.

—It makes clear that the overall plan for ^building socialism with 

C hinese characteristics is the Five-sphere In tegrated  Plan, and the 

overall strategy is the Four-pronged Comprehensive Strategy. It high

lights the im portance o f  fostering stronger confidence in the path, 

theory, system and culture o f  socialism with Chinese characteristics.

—It makes clear that the overall goal o f  in-depth reform  in every 

field is to  improve and develop the system o f  socialism with Chinese 

characteristics and modernize China^ governance system and capacity.

—It makes clear that the overall goal o f  comprehensively advancing 

law-based governance is to  establish a system o f  socialist rule o f  law 

with Chinese characteristics and build a country o f  socialist rule o f  law.

—It makes clear that the Party’s goal o f  building a strong military
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in the new era is to build the peopled forces into world-class forces 

that obey the Party^ com m and, can fight and win, and maintain excel

lent conduct.
- It makes clear that major-country diplomacy with Chinese char

acteristics aims to  foster a new  type o f  in ternational relations and 

build a global community o f  shared future.

- It makes clear that the defining feature o f  socialism with Chinese 

characteristics is the leadership o f  the Com m unist Party o f  China; the 

greatest strength o f  the system o f  socialism with Chinese character

istics is the leadership o f  the Com m unist Party o f  China; the Party 

is the highest force for political leadership. I t  sets forth  the general 

requirements for strengthening the Party in the new era and under

lines the im portance o f  reinforcing the PartyJs political foundations.

The T hought on Socialism with Chinese Characteristics for a New 

Era builds on and further enriches Marxism-Leninism, Mao Zedong 

Thought, D eng Xiaoping Theory, the T heory o f  T hree Represents, 

and the Scientific Outdook on Developm ent. I t  represents the latest 

achievement in adapting Marxism to the Chinese context and encap- 

sulates the practical experience and collective w isdom  o f  our Party 

and the people. It is an im portant com ponent o f  the theory o f  social

ism w ith Chinese characteristics, and a guide to  action for all our 

members and all the Chinese people as we strive to  achieve national 

rejuvenation. This T hought m ust be adhered to  and steadily devel

oped on a long-term  basis.

Everyone in the Party should develop a good grasp o f  the essence 

and rich im plications o f  the  T h o u g h t on  Socialism  w ith C hinese 

Characteristics for a N ew  Era and fully and faithfully apply it in all our 

work.

1. Ensuring Party leadership over all work

The Party exercises overall leadership over all areas o f  endeavor 

in every part o f  the country. We m ust strengthen our consciousness 

o f the need to  maintain political com m itm ent, think in term s o f  the 

general picture, follow the core leadership o f  the Central Committee, 

and act in accordance with its requirements. We m ust work harder to
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uphold the authority and centralized， unified leadership o f  the Central
Com m ittee, and closely follow the Central C om m ittee in term s of 

our thinking, political orientation, and actions. We m ust improve the 

institutions and m echanisms for upholding Party leadership, remain 

com m itted  to  the underlying principle o f  pursuing progress while 

ensuring stability, and ensure coordinated implem entation o f  the Five- 

sphere Integrated Plan and the Four-pronged Com prehensive Strat

egy. We m ust strengthen the Party^ ability and resolve to  chart our 

course, craft overall plans, design policy, and prom ote reform ; and we 

m ust ensure the Party always provides overall leadership and coordi
nates the efforts o f  all involved.

2. Com m itting to a people-centered approach

The people are the creators o f  history; they are the fundamental 

force that determ ines our Party and countryJs future. We m ust ensure 

the principal status o f  the people, and adhere to  the Party^ com m it

m ent to  serving the public good and exercising power in the interests 

o f  the people. We m ust observe the Party^ fundamental purpose o f 

w holeheartedly serving the people, and pu t into practice the Party^ 

mass line in all aspects o f  governance. We m ust regard as our goal 

the people s aspirations to live a better life, and rely on the people to 
move history forward.

3. Continuing to comprehensively deepen reform

O nly w ith socialism can we save China,^ only w ith refo rm  and 

opening can we develop China, develop socialism, and develop Marx

ism . We m ust upho ld  and im prove the system  o f  socialism  w ith 

Chinese characteristics and continue to m odernize China^ system and 

capacity for governance. We m ust have the determ ination to  get rid 

o f  all outdated thinking and ideas and all institutional ailments, and to 

break through the blockades o f  vested interests. We should draw on 

the achievements o f  o ther civilizations, develop a set o f  institutions 

that are well-conceived, fully built, procedure-based, and efficiently 

functioning, and do full justice to  the strengths o f  C hinaJs socialist 
system.

4. A dopting a new vision for developm ent
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Development is the underpinning and the key for solving all our 

country^ problem s; our developm ent m ust be sound developm ent. 

We must pursue w ith firmness o f  purpose the vision o f  innovative, 

coordinated, green, and open developm ent that is for everyone. We
must uphold and im prove China’s basic socialist econom ic system

and socialist distribution system. We m ust be resolute in consolidating
and developing the public sector; and we m ust be resolute in encour

aging， supporting， and guiding the developm ent o f  the non-public

sector. We m ust see that the market plays the decisive role in resource 

allocation, the governm ent plays its role better, and new industrializa

tion, IT  application, urbanization, and agricultural m odernization go 

hand in hand. We m ust actively participate in and prom ote economic 

globalization, develop an open  econom y o f  h igher standards, and 

continue to increase China^ econom ic power and com posite strength.

5. Seeing that the people are the masters o f  the country 

Com m itm ent to  the unity o f  the PartyJs leadership, the people s

position as m asters o f  the country, and law-based governance is a 

natural elem ent o f  socialist political advancement. We m ust keep to 

the path o f  socialist political advancem ent w ith Chinese character

istics; uphold  and im prove the system  o f  peopled congresses, the 

system o f  Party-led m ultiparty  cooperation  and political consulta 

tion, the system  o f  regional e thn ic  autonom y, and the system  o f  

community-level self-governance; and consolidate and develop the 

broadest possible patriotic united front. We should develop socialist 

consultative democracy, improve our democratic institutions, diversify 

our forms o f  democracy, and establish m ore democratic channels. We 

must see to  it that the principle o f  the people as masters o f  the coun

try is pu t into practice in ChinaJs political and social activities.

6. Ensuring every dim ension o f  governance is law-based 

Law -based governance is an essential requ irem ent and im por

tant guarantee for socialism w ith Chinese characteristics. We m ust 

exercise Party leadership at every po in t in the process and over every 

d im ension  o f  law -based governance , and be fully com m itted  to  

prom oting socialist rule o f  law w ith Chinese characteristics. We must
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im prove the Chinese socialist system o f  laws, at the heart o f  which 

is the C onstitution; establish a Chinese system o f  socialist rule of 

law; build a socialist country based on the rule o f  law; and develop 

Chinese socialist rule o f  law theory.

We m ust pursue coordinated progress in law-based governance, 

law-based exercise o f  state power, and law-based governm ent admin

istra tion , and p rom ote  the in tegrated  developm ent o f  rule o f  law 

fo r the  country , the  g overnm en t, and society. We m ust continue 

to  p rom o te  a com bination  o f  ru le o f  law and rule o f  v irtue, and 

com bine law-based governance o f  the country and rule-based gover

nance over the  Party. We m ust fu rth er the re fo rm  o f  the  judicial 

system, and strengthen awareness o f  the rule o f  law am ong all our 

people while also enhancing their m oral integrity.

7. Upholding the core socialist values

Cultural confidence represents a fundamental and profound force 

tha t sustains the developm ent o f  a country  and a nation. We must 

uphold Marxism, firm  up and further build the ideal o f  communism 

and a shared ideal o f  socialism  w ith  C hinese characteristics, and 

nurture and practice the core socialist values, while making continued 

and greater efforts to  maintain the initiative and ensure we have our 

say in the realm o f  ideology. We m ust prom ote the creative evolution 

and developm ent o f  fine traditional Chinese culture, see our revo

lutionary culture remains alive and strong, arid develop an advanced 

socialist culture. We should cherish our cultural roots, draw on other 

cultures, and be forward-thinking. We should do  m ore to  foster a 

C hinese spirit, C hinese values, and C hinese strength  to  provide a 

source o f  cultural and m oral guidance for our people.

8. Ensuring and im proving living standards through developm ent

T he wellbeing o f  the people is the fundamental goal o f  develop

ment. We m ust do m ore to improve the lives and address the concerns 

o f  the people, and use developm ent to  strengthen areas o f  weakness 

and prom ote social fairness and justice. We should make steady prog

ress in ensuring peopled access to childcare, education, employment, 

medical services, elderly care, housing, and social assistance. We will
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intensify poverty alleviation, see tha t all our people have a greater 

sense o f  fulfillment as they contribute to  and gain from  development, 

and continue to  p ro m o te  w ell-rounded hum an  developm en t and 

common prosperity for everyone. We will continue the Peaceful China 
initiative, strengthen and develop new  form s o f  social governance， 

and ensure social harm ony and stability. We m ust w ork hard to see 

that our country enjoys enduring peace and stability and our people 

live and work in contentm ent.

9. Ensuring harm ony between hum an and nature

Building an eco-civilization is vital to  sustain the Chinese nation^ 

development. We m ust realize tha t lucid waters and lush m ountains 

are invaluable assets and act on  this understanding, im plem ent our 

fundamental national policy o f  conserving resources and protecting 

the environment, and cherish the environm ent as we cherish our own 

lives. We will adopt a holistic approach to conserving our mountains, 

rivers, forests, farmlands, lakes, and grasslands, im plem ent the strict

est possible systems for environm ental protection, and develop eco- 

friendly growth models and ways o f  life.

We m ust pursue a m odel o f  sustainable developm ent featuring 

increased production, higher living standards, and healthy ecosystems. 

We must continue the Beautiful China initiative to create good work

ing and living environments for our people and play our part in ensur

ing global ecological security.

10. Pursuing a holistic approach to national security

We should ensure b o th  developm ent and security and be ever 

ready to  pro tect against potential dangers in time o f  peace. This is 

a m ajor principle underlying the Party^ governance. We m ust pu t 

national interests first， take pro tecting  our people’s security as our 

mission and safeguarding political security as a fundam ental task, 

and ensure bo th  internal and external security, hom eland and public 

security， traditional and non-traditional security， and China’s own and 

com m on security. We will im prove our systems and institutions and 

build additional capacity for national security, and resolutely safeguard 

ChinaJs sovereignty, security, and developm ent interests.
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11. U pholding absolute Party leadership over the peopled armed 
forces

Building people’s forces that obey the Party’s com m and， can fight
and win, and maintain excellent conduct is strategically im portan t to 

achieving the Two Centenary G oals15 and national rejuvenation. To 

realize the P a r ty g o a l  o f  building a powerful military in the new era, 

we m ust fully im plem ent the fundam ental principles and systems of 

Party leadership over the military, and see tha t the PartyJs thinking 

on strengthening the military for the new  era guides w ork to  build 

national defense and the arm ed forces. We m ust continue to  enhance 

the political loyalty o f  the arm ed forces, strengthen them  through 

refo rm  and technology, and ru n  them  in accordance w ith the law. 

We m ust place greater focus on com bat, encourage innovation, build 

systems, increase efficacy and efficiency, and fu rther civil-military 
integration.

12. U pholding the principle o f  “one country， two system s” and 
prom oting national reunification

M aintaining lasting prosperity  and stability in H ong  K ong and 

M acao and achieving C hina^ full reunification are essential to  real

izing national rejuvenation. We m ust ensure both  the central govern- 

m ent s overall jurisdiction over the H ong  K ong and M acao special 
adm inistrative regions and a high degree o f  au tonom y in the two 

regions. We should ensure tha t the principle o f  <cone country, two 

systems55 remains unchanged, is unwaveringly upheld, and in practice 

is no t bent o r distorted. We m ust uphold the one-China principle and 

the 1992 Consensus, p rom ote  the peaceful developm ent o f  cross- 

Straits relations, deepen econom ic cooperation and cultural exchanges 

between the two sides o f  the Straits, and encourage fellow Chinese on 

bo th  sides to  oppose all separatist activities and work together to real

ize ChinaJs national rejuvenation.

13. Building a global com m unity o f  shared future

T he dream  o f  the Chinese people is closely connected w ith the 

dream s o f  the peoples o f  o ther countries; the Chinese D ream  can 

be realized only in a peaceful in ternational environm ent and under

a stable international order. We m ust keep in m ind bo th  the internal 

and the international situation, stay on the path o f  peaceful develop

ment, and continue to pursue a mutually beneficial strategy o f  open

ing up. We will uphold justice while pursuing shared interests, and will 

foster new thinking on  com m on, com prehensive, cooperative, and 

sustainable security. We will pursue open, innovative, and inclusive 
development that benefits everyone; boost: cross-cultural exchanges

characterized by harm ony within diversity, inclusiveness, and mutual 

learning; and cultivate ecosystem s based on  respect for nature and 

green development. China will continue its efforts to safeguard world 

peace, contribute to  global developm ent, and uphold  international 

order.
14. Exercising full and rigorous governance over the Party

To have the courage to  carry out self-reform  and conduct strict 

self-governance: This is the m ost distinctive part o f  our Party^ char

acter. We m ust uphold  the Party C onstitu tion  as ou r fundam ental 

rules, reinforce the political foundations as our priority, buttress our 

ideological com m itm ent, strengthen our systems, and increase Party 

competence in all respects. We m ust focus on oversight over the ukey 

fewJ,, by w hich we m ean leading officials, and see th a t the T hree 

Guidelines for Ethical Behavior and Three Basic Rules o f  C onduct 

are observed.

We m ust uphold  dem ocratic centralism , ensure tha t intra-Party 

political activities are carried out in earnest, im pose strict Party disci

pline, and strengthen  in ternal oversight. We m ust develop a posi

tive and healthy political culture in the Party and improve the PartyJs

political ecosystem， resolutely correct m isconduct in all its form s， and 

show zero tolerance for corruption. We will continue to  strengthen 

the Party5s ability to cleanse, improve, and reform  itself, and forever 

maintain its close ties with the people.

T he above 14 points fo rm  the basic policy tha t underp ins our 

endeavors to  uphold and develop socialism with Chinese characteris

tics in the new era. All our m em bers m ust fully im plem ent the PartyJs 

underlying theories, basic guidelines, and fundamental principles so as
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to  better steer the developm ent o f  the Party and peopled cause.

Just as there are no bounds to  practice, there is no end to theo

retical innovation. T he w orld is changing w ith every second, every 

m o m en t; and C hina, to o , is chang ing  w ith  every  second , every 

m om ent. We m ust ensure our theory evolves with the times, deepen 

our appreciation o f  objective laws, and advance our theoretical, prac

tical, institutional, cultural, and o ther innovations.

Comrades,

The era is the m other o f  thought; practice is the fount o f  theory. 

I f  we respond to the call o f  our times and have the courage to uphold 

tru th  and correct errors, the Marxism o f  21st century China will, with

out a doubt, emanate a m ore mighty, m ore compelling power o f  truth.

IV. Securing a D ecisive Victory in Building a Moderately Prosperous 

Society in All Respects and Embarking on a Journey to Fully 

Build a M odern Socialist China

A fter adopting the policy o f  reform  and opening up, our Party laid 

ou t the three-step strategic plan for m odern ization16 in China. The 

first two — ensuring that peopled basic needs are m et and that their 

lives are generally decent -  have been accom plished ahead o f  time. 

Building on this, our Party then developed the vision that by the time 

we celebrate our centenary, we will have developed our society into a 

moderately prosperous one w ith a stronger economy, greater democ

racy, m ore advanced science and education, thriving culture, greater 

social harmony, and a better quality o f  life. A fter this, w ith another 

30 years o f  work, and by the time we celebrate the centenary o f  the 

Peopled Republic o f  China, we will have basically achieved m odern

ization and turned China into a m odern socialist country.

The period between now and 2020 will be decisive in finishing the 

building o f  a moderately prosperous society in all respects. We must 

follow the requirem ents on building this society set ou t at our 16th, 

17th, and 18th national congresses, act in response to  the evolution o f 

the principal challenge in Chinese society, and prom ote coordinated

economic, political, cultural, social, and eco-environm ental progress. 

We must show firm  resolve in im plem enting the strategy for invigo-
rating China through science and education， the strategy on develop- 

ing a quality workforce, the innovation-driven developm ent strategy, 

the rural revitalization strategy, the coordinated regional developm ent 

strategy, the sustainable developm ent strategy, and the civil-military 

integration strategy. We m ust focus on  priorities, address inadequacies, 

and shore up points o f  weakness. In  this regard, I w ant to  stress that 

we must take tough steps to  forestall and defuse m ajor risks, carry out 

targeted poverty alleviation, and prevent and control pollution, so that 

the moderately prosperous society we build earns the peopled approv

al and stands the test o f  time.

The period betw een the 19th and the 20th national congresses 

is the period in which the tim efram es o f  the Two Centenary Goals 

converge. In  this period, no t only m ust we finish building a m oder

ately prosperous society in all respects and achieve the F irst Cente

nary Goal; we m ust also build on  this achievem ent to  em bark on a 

new journey towards the Second Centenary G oal o f  fully building a 

modern socialist country.

Based on  a com prehensive  analysis o f  the  in te rn a tio n a l and 

domestic environm ents and the conditions for China^ development, 

we have drawn up a two-stage developm ent plan for the period from 

2020 to the middle o f  this century.

In the first stage from  2020 to  2035, we will build on the founda

tion created by the moderately prosperous society w ith a further 15 

years o f  hard work to see that socialist m odernization is basically real

ized. The vision is that by the end o f  this stage, the following goals 

will have been met:

- C hina^  econom ic and technological s treng th  has increased 

significantly. China has becom e a global leader in innovation.

- T h e  righ ts o f  the  peop le  to  partic ip a te  and  to  develop  as 

equals are adequately protected. T he rule o f  law for the country, the 

government, and society is basically in place. Institutions in all fields 

fu rth e r im proved; the  m od ern iza tio n  o f  C h ina^  system  and
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capacity for governance is basically achieved.

- Social etiquette and civility are significantly enhanced. China^ 

cultural soft pow er has grow n m uch stronger; Chinese culture has 
greater appeal.

- People are leading m ore com fortable lives, and the size o f  the 

m iddle-incom e group has grow n considerably. Disparities in urban- 

rural developm ent, in  developm ent betw een regions, and in  living 

standards are significantly reduced; equitable access to  basic public 

services is basically ensured ; and  solid  p rog ress  has been  made 

towards prosperity for everyone.

- A  m odern social governance system has taken shape, and society 
is full o f  vitality, harm onious, and orderly.

~  There is a fundam ental im provem ent in the environm ent; the 

goal o f  building a Beautiful China is basically attained.

In  the second stage from  2035 to the middle o f  the 21st century, 

having basically achieved m odern iza tion , we will w ork hard  for a 

fu rther 15 years and develop C hina in to  a g rea t m odern  socialist 

country  that is prosperous, strong, dem ocratic, culturally advanced, 

harm onious, and beautiful. By the end o f  this stage, the following 
goals will have been met:

- N ew  heights are reached in every dimension o f  material, politi

cal, cultural and ethical, social, and eco-environmental progress.

—M odernization o f  China^ system and capacity for governance is 
achieved.

- China has becom e a global leader in term s o f  com posite nation
al strength and international influence.

- C om m on prosperity for everyone is basically achieved.

- The Chinese people enjoy happier, safer, and healthier lives.

T he Chinese nation will becom e a proud and active m em ber o f 
the com m unity o f  nations.

Comrades,

This is our strategic vision for developing socialism with Chinese 

characteristics in the new era: Finish building a moderately prosperous 

society in all respects, move on to  basically realizing m odernization,
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and then turn  to making China a great m odern socialist country in 

every dimension. We m ust w ork w ith resolve and tenacity, and strive 

to write a brilliant chapter on  our new journey to  socialist m odern 

ization.

V. Applying a N ew  Vision o f Developm ent and D eveloping a 

M odernized Econom y

To deliver on  the  Two C en tenary  G oals, realize the  C hinese 

Dream o f national rejuvenation, and steadily im prove our people s 

lives, we m ust continue to  pursue developm ent as the  Party?s top 

priority in  governance; we m ust unleash  and develop p roductive 

forces, continue reform s to develop the socialist m arket economy, and 

promote sustained and sound econom ic growth.
China’s econom y has been transitioning from  a phase o f  rapid

grow th to  a stage o f  high-quality  developm ent. T h is is a pivotal 

period for transform ing our grow th model, improving our economic 

structure, and fostering new drivers o f  growth. It is imperative that 

we develop a m odernized economy. This is bo th  an urgent require

ment for getting us sm oothly through this critical transition  and a 

strategic goal for China^ development. We m ust pu t quality first and 

give priority to  perform ance. We should pursue supply-side structural 

reform as our main task, and work hard for better quality, higher effi-
ciency， and more robust drivers o f  econom ic growth through reform.

We need to raise total factor productivity and accelerate the building 

o f an industrial system that prom otes coordinated developm ent o f  

the real economy with technological innovation, m odern finance, and 

human resources. We should endeavor to  develop an econom y with 

niore effective market mechanisms, dynamic micro-entities, and sound 

macro-regulation. This will steadily strengthen the innovation capacity 

and competitiveness o f  China’s economy.

1. Furthering supply-side structural reform

In developing a m odernized economy, we m ust focus on the real 

economy, give priority to improving the quality o f  the supply system,
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and enhance our econom y’s strength in term s o f  quality.

We will work faster to build China into a m anufacturer o f  quality 

and develop advanced manufacturing, prom ote further integration of 

the internet, big data, and artificial intelligence with the real economy, 

and foster new grow th areas and drivers o f  grow th in medium-hi劲 

end consum ption, innovation-driven development, the green and low- 

carbon economy, the sharing economy, m odern  supply chains, and 

hum an capital services. We will help traditional industries to  upgrade 

and accelerate developm ent o f  m odern service industries to elevate 

them  to  in ternational standards. We will m ove C hinese industries 

up to  the m edium -high end o f  the global value chain, and foster a 

num ber o f  worid-class advanced m anufacturing clusters.

We will strengthen infrastructure networks for water conservanqr, 

railways, highways, waterways, aviation, pipelines, pow er grids, infor

m ation, and logistics. We will continue efforts to  cu t overcapacity, 

reduce excess inventory, deleverage, lower costs, and strengthen areas 

o f  weakness, and work to  achieve a dynamic balance between supply 

and dem and by im proving the allocation o f  available resources and 

increasing high-quality supply.

We will inspire and protect entrepreneurship, and encourage more 

entities to  engage in innovation  and businesses. We will build an 

educated, skilled, and innovative workforce, foster respect for model 

workers, prom ote quality workm anship, and see that taking pride in 

labor becom es a social no rm  and seeking excellence is valued as a 

good work ethic.

2. Making China a country o f  innovators

Innovation is the prim ary driving force behind development; it is 

the strategic foundation for building a m odernized economy.

We shou ld  aim  fo r th e  fro n tie rs  o f  science and  technology, 

strengthen basic research, and make major breakthroughs in pioneer

ing basic research  and g ro u ndb reak ing  and original innovations. 

We will strengthen basic research in applied sciences, launch major 

national science and technology projects, and prioritize innovation ifl 

key generic technologies, cutting-edge frontier technologies, modern

engineering technologies, and disruptive technologies. These efforts 

will provide powerful support for building China5s strength in science 

and technology, product quality, aerospace, cyberspace, and transport, 

and for building a digital China and a sm art society.

We will im prove our national innovation system and b oost our

strategic scientific and technological strength. We will further reform

the m anagem ent system for science and technology, and develop 

a m arket-o rien ted  system  fo r techno log ical in nova tion  in  w hich 

enterprises are the main players and synergy is created through the 

joint efforts o f  enterprises, universities, and research institutes. We 

will support innovation by small and m edium -sized enterprises and 

encourage the application o f  advances in science and technology.

We will foster a culture o f  innovation, and strengthen the creation, 

protection, and application o f  intellectual property. We should culti

vate a large num ber o f  world-class scientists and technologists in 

strategically im portant fields, scientific and technological leaders, and 

young scientists and engineers, as well as high-perform ing innovation 

teams.

Pursuing a m m l revdtdization strategy

Issues relating to  agriculture, rural areas, and rural people are 

fundamental to China as they directly concern our countryJs stabil

ity and our peopled wellbeing. Addressing these issues should have a 

central place on the work agenda o f  the Party, and we m ust prioritize 

the developm ent o f  agriculture and rural areas. To build rural areas 

with thriving businesses, pleasant living environments, social etiquette 

and civility, effective governance, and prosperity, we need to  pu t in 

place sound systems, m echanisms, and policies for prom oting  inte

grated urban-rural development, and speed up the m odernization o f 

agriculture and rural areas.

We will consolidate and improve the basic rural operation system, 

advance refo rm  o f  the rural land system, and im prove the system 

for separating the ownership rights, contract rights, and management 

rights for contracted rural land. Rural land contracting practices will 

remain stable and unchanged on a long-term  basis; the current round
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o f  contracts will be extended for another 30 years upon expiration. 

We will press ahead with reform  o f  the rural collective property rights 

system, safeguard the property  rights and interests o f  rural people, 

and strengthen the collective economy.

We m ust ensure C hina^  food  security so th a t we always have 

c o n tro l over o u r ow n fo o d  supply. We will e stab lish  industrial, 

production, and business operation systems for m odern agriculture, 

and im prove the systems for supporting and protecting agriculture. 

We will develop appropriately scaled agricultural operations o f  vari

ous form s, cultivate new types o f  agribusiness, im prove specialized 

agricultural services, and encourage small rural households to become 

involved in m odern agriculture.

We will integrate the primary, secondary, and tertiary industries in 

rural areas, support and encourage employment and business startups 

there, and open up m ore channels to increase rural incomes. We will 

strengthen basic services in rural communities, and improve the rural 

governance model which com bines self-governance, rule o f  law, and 

rule o f  virtue. We will train professional rural service personnel who 

have a good knowledge o f  agriculture, love our rural areas, and care 

about rural people.

4. Im plem enting the coordinated regional developm ent strategy {

We will devote m ore energy to  speeding up the developm ent of 

old revolutionary base areas, areas w ith l^rge ethnic m inority popu

lations, bo rder areas, and p o o r areas. We will strengthen  measures 

to reach a new stage in the large-scale developm ent o f  the western 

region; deepen reform  to accelerate the revitalization o f  old industrial 

bases in the northeast and o ther parts o f  the country; help the central 

region rise by tapping in to  local strengths; and support the eastern 

region in taking the lead in pursuing optim al developm ent through 

innovation. To this end, we need to put in place new, effective mecha

nisms to  ensure coordinated developm ent o f  different regions.

We will create networks o f  cities and towns based on  city clusters, 

enabling the coordinated developm ent o f  cities o f  different sizes and 

small towns, and speed up w ork on  granting perm anent urban resi

dency to people who move from  rural to urban areas. We will relieve 

Beijing o f  functions nonessential to its role as the capital and use this 

effort to drive the coordinated developm ent o f  the Beijing-Tianjin- 

Hebei Region; and we will develop forward-looking plans and adopt 

high standards for building the Xiongan N ew  Area. We will facilitate 

the development o f  the Yangtze River Econom ic Belt by prom oting 

w ell-coordinated environm ental conservation  and avoiding exces

sive development. Support will be given to  resource-depleted areas 

in their economic transform ation. We will accelerate developm ent in 

the border areas, and ensure their stability and security. We will pursue 

coordinated land and m arine developm ent, and step up efforts to  

build China into a strong maritime country.

5. Accelerating efforts to  improve the socialist market economy

In our economic reform s, we m ust concentrate on im proving the 

property rights system and ensuring the m arket-based allocation o f 

factors o f  production， so that property rights act as effective incen- 

tives. We should ensure free flows o f  factors, flexible prices, fair 

and orderly competition, and that business survival is determ ined by 

competition.

We will im prove the system s fo r m anaging d ifferen t types o f  

state assets， and reform  the system o f  authorized operation o f  state 

capital. In  the state-owned sector， we will step up im proved distri- 

bution, structural adjustm ent, and strategic reorganization. We will 

work to see that state assets maintain and increase their value; we will 

support state capital in becom ing stronger, doing better, and grow- 

ing bigger, and take effective m easures to  prevent the loss o f  state 

assets. We will further reform  state-owned enterprises, develop mixed- 

ownership economic entities, and turn  Chinese enterprises into world- 

class, globally competitive firms. We will introduce a negative list for 

market access nationwide， sort through and do away with regulations 

M d practices impeding the developm ent o f  a unified market and fair 

competition, support the grow th o f  private businesses, and stimulate 

the vitality o f  various market entities.

We will deepen reform s in the business sector, break administrative
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m onopolies, preclude the form ing o f  m arket m onopolies, speed up| 

the reform  o f  m arket-based pricing o f  factors o f  production, relax 

control over m arket access in the service sector, and improve m a r k e t  

oversight m echanism s. We will develop new  m ethods to  improve 

m acro-regulation, give full play to  the strategic guidance o f  national 

developm ent plans, and improve mechanisms for coordinating fiscal, 

monetary, industrial, regional, and other econom ic policies.

We will improve systems and mechanisms for stimulating consum

er spending, and leverage the fundam ental role o f  consum ption  in 

prom oting econom ic growth. We will further reform  the investment 

and financing systems, and enable investm ent to play a crucial role in 
im proving the supply structure.

We will expedite the creation o f  a m odern public finance system, 

and  estab lish  a fiscal re la tionsh ip  betw een  the  cen tra l and local 

governm ents built upon  clearly defined powers and responsibilities, 

appropriate financial resource allocation, and greater balance between 
regions.

We will pu t in place a comprehensive, procedure-based, transpar

ent budget system that uses well-conceived standards and imposes 

effective constraints^ and we will im p lem en t perfo rm ance-based  

m anagem ent nationwide.

We will deepen reform  o f  the taxation system, and im prove the 

local tax system. We will deepen institutional reform  in the financial 

sector, make it better serve the real economy, increase the proportion 

o f  direct financing, and prom ote the healthy developm ent o f  a multi
level capital market.

We will im prove the fram ew ork o f  regulation underp inned  by 

m onetary  policy and m acro-prudential policy, and see tha t interest 

rates and exchange rates becom e m ore market-based. We will improve 

the financial regulatory system to forestall systemic financial risks.

6. Making new ground in pursuing opening up on all fronts

O penness brings p rogress, while self-im posed iso lation  leaves 

one behind. China will no t close its door to  the world; we will only 
becom e m ore and m ore open.

We should pursue the Belt and Road Initiative as a priority, give 

equal emphasis to  "bringing in,5 and "going global55, foUow the princi

ple o f achieving shared grow th through discussion and collaboration, 

and increase openness and cooperation in building innovation capac

ity. With these efforts, we hope to  make new ground in opening China 

further through links running eastward and westward, across land and 

over sea.
We will expand foreign trade, develop new models and new forms 

o f trade, and turn  China into a trader o f  quality. We will adopt poli

cies to facilitate h igh-standard  free trade and investm ent; we will
implement the system o f  pre-establishm ent national treatm ent plus a

negative list across the board, significantly ease market access, further 

open the service sector, and protect the legitimate rights and interests 

of foreign investors. All businesses registered in China will be treated 

equally.
We will improve the balance in opening our different regions, and 

open the western region wider. We will grant m ore powers to pilot 

free trade zones to conduct reform , and explore the opening o f  free 

trade ports. We will develop new ways o f  m aking outbound invest

ments, prom ote in ternational cooperation  on  p roduction  capacity, 

form globally-oriented networks o f  trade, investm ent and financing, 

production, and services, and build up our strengths for international 

economic cooperation and competition.

Comrades,
Unlocking and developing the productive forces is a fundamental 

task o f socialism. We m ust inspire creativity and vitality throughout 

society, and strive to achieve better quality, m ore efficient, fairer, and 

more sustainable development.

VI. Improving the Systems to Ensure the Peopled Position as Masters 

of the Country and Socialist Dem ocracy

China is a socialist country  o f  peopled dem ocratic dictatorship 

under the leadership o f  the  w orking class based on  an alliance o f
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w orkers and farm ers; it is a coun try  w here all pow er o f  the  statt

belongs to  the people. C hina’s socialist dem ocracy is the broadest
m ost genuine, and m ost effective democracy to safeguard the funda 

m enta l in te rests  o f  th e  people. T h e  very  p u rp o se  o f  d e v e lo p s  

socialist democracy is to  give full expression to the will o f  the people 

p ro tec t their rights and interests, spark their creativity, and providt 

systemic and institutional guarantees to  ensure the peopled position a< 
masters o f  the country.

The path o f  socialist political advancem ent with Chinese charac

teristics is the logical outcom e o f  the evolution o f  history, theory, anc 

practice as the Chinese people have long been engaged in struggle? 

since the advent o f  m odern times. It is a requisite for maintaining the 

very nature o f  the Party and fulfilling its fundamental purpose.

N o  two political system s are entirely the same, and a political 

system cannot be judged in abstraction w ithout regard for its social 

and political context, its history, and its cultural traditions. N o  one 

political system should be regarded as the only choice; and we should 

no t mechanically copy the： political systems o f  o ther countries.

We m ust always uphold and steadily strengthen China^ socialist 

democracy, make active and p ruden t efforts to  advance the reform 

o f  the political system, and im prove the institutions, standards, and 

procedures o f  socialist dem ocracy. We should ensure th a t people 

participate, in accordance with the law and injvarious ways and forms, 

in the m anagem ent o f  state, economic, cultural, and social affairs, and 

consolidate and enhance political stability, unity, and vitality.

1. U pholding the unity o f  the Party^ leadership, the peopled posi

tion as masters o f  the country and law-based governance

T he Party s leadership is the fundam ental guarantee for ensuring 

tha t the people are the m asters o f  the country  and governance in 

China is law-based; that the people are the masters o f  the country is 

an essential feature o f  socialist democracy; and that law-based govef* 

nance is the basic way for the Party to  lead the people in governing 

the country. These three elements are integral com ponents o f  social
ist democracy.

In China5s political life, our Party exercises leadership. Strengthen

ing the centraUzed, unified leadership o f  the Party on  the one hand 

and, on the other, supporting the peopled congresses, governm ents, 

committees o f the Chinese Peopled PoUtical Consultative Conference 

(CPPCC), courts, and procuratorates in perform ing their functions 

and playing their roles in accordance w ith the law and their charters, 

form a unified pair.
We will improve the way the Party exercises leadership and gover

nance to ensure that it leads the people in effectively governing the 

country. We will expand the people’s orderly political participation to

see that in accordance w ith the law they engage in dem ocratic elec

tions, consultations, decision-m aking, m anagem ent, and oversight.
We should uphold the unity, sanctity， and authority o f  C hina’s legal

system, and strengthen legal pro tection  for hum an rights to  ensure 

that the people enjoy extensive rights and freedoms as prescribed by 

law. We should both  consolidate governm ent and improve the institu

tions o f democracy at the primary level to  ensure the people s rights 

to be informed, to  participate, to  be heard, and to  oversee.

We will improve mechanisms for law-based decision-making, and 

put in place mechanisms for the exercise o f  power that ensure sound 

decision-making, resolute execution, and effective oversight. Officials 

at all levels must deepen their understanding o f  democracy, be dem o

cratic in their conduct, willingly accept public oversight, and perform  

as they should in their role as public servants.

2. Strengthening institutional guarantees to ensure the people are 

the masters o f  the country

We m ust always u p h o ld  and  steadily  im prove th e  system  o f  

peopled congresses, a political system fundamental to the Party5s lead

ership, the peopled position as masters o f  the country, and law-based 

governance. We should support and ensure the peopled exercise o f  

state power through peopled congresses.
We should see to  it tha t people’s congresses and their standing

committees play the leading role in lawmaking, and improve the orga

nizational and w orking systems o f  peopled congresses to  support



40 T he G overnance o f  C hina

and ensure the exercise o f  their statu tory  powers o f  enacting laws 

and regulations, conducting oversight, making decisions, and appoint

ing and removing officials. We should give better play to  the role of

deputies to people’s congresses, and enable people’s congresses at all
levels and their standing committees to fully perform  their functions 

as stipulated in the C onstitution and the law, and to  truly represent 

the people and maintain close ties with them. We should improve the 

setup o f  special committees o f  peopled congresses and the composi

tion o f  their standing committees and special committees.

3. G iv ing  play to  the im p o rta n t role o f  socialist consultative 
democracy

The essence o f  the peopled dem ocracy is that the people get to 

discuss the ir own affairs. C onsultative dem ocracy is an im portant 

way o f  effecting Party leadership and a model and strength unique to 

China^ socialist democracy. We will advance extensive, multilevel, and 

institutionalized development o f  consultative democracy, and adopt a 

coordinated approach to prom oting consultation carried out by political 

parties, peopled congresses, governm ent departments, CPPCC commit

tees, peopled organizations, communities, and social organizations. We 

will strengthen the institutions o f  consultative democracy and develop 

complete procedures and practices to enable the peopled broad, contin

uous, and intensive participation in day-to-day political activities.

The CPPCC, as a distinctive Chinese political institution, is a major 

channel for socialist consultative democracy, and its com m ittees are 

specialist consultative bodies. T he CPPCC com m ittees should focus I 

on the Party and the country’s key tasks. W ith the them es o f  unity 
and democracy in mind, they should exercise consultative democracy ! 

th roughout the whole process o f  political consultation, dem ocratic 

oversight, and participation in the  deliberation and adm inistration 

o f  state affairs; and they should im prove the conten t and form s o f 

consultation and deliberation to build consensus and prom ote unity. 

They should strengthen democratic oversight, focusing on the imple

m entation o f  the major principles, policies, decisions, and plans o f  the 

Party and the state. They should better represent the different social
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sectors and strengthen the com petence o f  their members.

4. Advancing law-based governance

Advancing law-based governance in all fields is a profound revo

lution in China^ governance. We m ust prom ote the rule o f  law and 

work to ensure sound lawmaking, strict law enforcem ent, im partial 

administration o f  justice, and the observance o f  law by everyone. 

A central leading group for advancing law-based governance in all 

areas will be set up to exercise unified leadership over the initiative 

to build rule o f  law in China. We will strengthen im plem entation o f 

the Constitution and enhance oversight to  ensure com pliance w ith 

the Constitution, advance constitutionality review, and safeguard the 

authority o f  the Constitution. We will carry out lawmaking in a well- 

conceived and democratic way and in accordance w ith the law, so that 

good laws are made to prom ote developm ent and ensure good gover

nance. We will govern by rule o f  law, prom ote law-based governm ent 

administration, and see tha t law is enforced in a strict, procedure- 

based, impartial, and non-abusive way. We will carry out com prehen

sive and integrated reform  o f  the judicial system and enforce judicial 

accountability in all respects, so that the people can see in every judi

cial case that justice is served.

We will redouble e ffo rts  to  raise public awareness o f  the  law, 

develop a socialist culture o f  rule o f  law, and increase public aware

ness o f the principle underlying rule o f  law that the C onstitution and 

the law are above everything else and that everyone is equal before the 

law. Every Party organization and every Party m em ber m ust take the 

lead in respecting, studying, observing, and applying the law. N o  orga

nization or individual has the power to  overstep the C onstitution or 

the law; and no one is allowed in any way to override the law with his 

her own orders, place his or her authority above the law, violate the 

law for personal gain, or abuse the law.

5. D eepening reform  o f  Party and governm ent institutions and 

Ae system o f  governm ent administration

We will adopt a com prehensive approach to  the setup o f  Party 

and governm ent institutions, and ensure that powers are designated
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properly  and functions and duties are defined clearly bo th  for the 

institutions themselves and their internal bodies. We will use staffing 

resources in a coordinated way, develop a sound system o f  admin

is tra tion , and im prove the  organic law fo r state in stitu tions. The 

g o v ern m en t needs to  tran sfo rm  its functions, fu rth e r streamline 

adm inistra tion  and delegate pow ers, develop new  ways o f  regula

tion and supervision, and strengthen its credibility and administrative 

capacity, building itself in to  a service-oriented governm ent able to 

satisfy the needs o f  the people.

M ore decision-making power should be given to governm ents at 

and below the provincial level, and ways should be explored to merge 

Party and governm ent bodies w ith similar functions at the provin

cial, city, and county levels or for them  to work together as one office 

while keeping separate identities. We will deepen the reform  o f  public 

institutions to see that they focus on  serving public interests, relieve 

them  o f  governm ent functions, keep them  away from  business activi

ties, and let them  run their own day-to-day operations while maintain

ing supervision over them.

6. Consolidating and developing the patriotic united front

The united front is im portant to  the success o f  the PartyJs cause, 

and w e m u st m ain ta in  a lo n g -te rm  co m m itm en t to  it. We must 

uphold the banner o f  patriotism  and socialism, strive to  achieve great 

unity and solidarity, balance com m onality and diversity, and expand 

com m on ground  and the convergence o f  interests. In  handling its 

relationships with other Chinese political parties, the Com m unist Party 

o f  China is guided by the principles o f  long-term  coexistence, mutual 

oversight, sincerity， and sharing the rough times and the sm ooth ， and 

it supports these parties in perform ing their duties in accordance with 

the requirem ents o f  the Chinese socialist system for their participa

tion in governance.

We will fully im plem ent the  Party^ policies concern ing  ethnic 

groups, heighten public awareness o f  ethnic unity and progress, and 

create a keen sense o f  identity o f  the Chinese nation. We will encour

age m ore exchanges and interactions am ong different ethnic groups,

helping them rem ain closely united  like the seeds o f  a pom egran 

ate that stick together, and w ork jointly for com m on prosperity and 

development.
We will fully im p lem en t the  P arty ’s basic policy on  religious

affairs, uphold the principle that religions in China m ust be Chinese 

in orientation and provide active guidance to  religions so tha t they 

can adapt themselves to  socialist society. We will encourage intellec

tuals who are no t Party m em bers and people belonging to new social 

groups to play im portan t roles in building socialism w ith Chinese 

characteristics. We should form  a new type o f  cordial and clean rela

tionship between governm ent and business, prom ote healthy grow th 

o f the non-pub lic  sec to r o f  the  econom y, and  encourage  those  

working in this sector to achieve success. We will m aintain extensive 

contacts with overseas Chinese nationals, returned Chinese and their 

relatives and unite them  so that they can join our endeavors to  reju

venate the Chinese nation.

Comrades,
The political system o f  socialism w ith Chinese characteristics is 

a great creation o f  the Com m unist Party o f  China and the Chinese 

people. We have every confidence tha t we can give full play to  the

strengths and distinctive features o f  China’s socialist democracy， and 

make China’s contribution to  the political advancem ent o f  humanity.

VII. Building Stronger Cultural Confidence and H elping Socialist 

Culture to Flourish

Culture is a country and nation^ soul. O ur country will thrive only 

if our culture thrives, and our nation will be strong only if  our culture 

is strong. W ithout full confidence in our culture, w ithout a rich and 

prosperous culture, the Chinese nation will no t be able to rejuvenate 

itself. We m ust develop a socialist culture with Chinese characteristics, 

inspire the cultural creativity o f  our whole nation, and develop a great 

socialist culture in China.
Socialist culture with Chinese characteristics is derived from China’s
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fine traditional culture, which was born o f the Chinese civilization and 
nurtured over m ore than 5,000 years; it has grow n out o f the revolu- 
tionary and advanced socialist culture that developed over the c o u r s e

o f the Chinese people’s revolution，construction，and reform  under
the Party^ leadership; and it is rooted in  the great practice o f social
ism  w ith Chinese characteristics.

To develop socialist culture w ith  Chinese characteristics means 
developing a socialist culture fo r our nation -  a culture that is sound 
and people-oriented, that embraces m odernization, the w orld , and 
the future, and that both prom otes socialist m aterial w ellbeing and 
raises socialist cultural-ethical standards. In  developing this culture, 
we must follow  the guidance o f M arxism , base our efforts on Chinese 
culture, and take into account the realities o f contem porary China and 
the conditions o f the present era. W e should ensure that this culture 
serves the people and serves socialism. We should follow  the principle 
o f letting a hundred flowers bloom  and a hundred schools o f thought 
contend, and encourage creative transform ation and developm ent, so 
as to add new luster to Chinese culmre.

1. H o ld ing  firm ly the leading position in  ideological w ork
Ideo logy determines the direction a culture should take and the 

path it should follow  as it develops. Wb must continue to adapt Marx- 
ism  to C hina^ conditions, keep it up-to-date, and enhance its popular 
appeal. W e w ill develop socialist ideology that has the ability to unite 
and the power to inspire the people to embrace shared ideals, convic
tions, values, and m oral standards. W e w ill better arm  ourselves with 
theory and increase the public appeal o f the Thought on Socialism  
w ith Chinese Characteristics foi* a N ew  Kra. W e w ill w ork harder to 
study and develop M arxist theory, w ork faster to develop philosophy 
and social sciences w ith  Chinese characteristics, and develop new  
types o f th ink tanks w ith distinctive Chinese features.

W e w ill m aintain the right tone in  public com m unication, give 
priority  to im proving means o f com m unication and to creating new 
ones, and strengthen the penetration, guidance, influence, and cred
ib ility o f the media. We w ill provide m ore and better online content
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and put in  place a system fo r integrated in ternet m anagem ent to 
ensure a clean cyberspace. W e w ill im plem ent the system o f respon
sibility fo r ideological w ork, and further consolidate our positions 
and im prove management in  this field. W e w ill distinguish between
matters o f political principle，issues o f understanding and thinking，
and academic view points, but we must oppose and resist various erro
neous views w ith a clear stand.

2. Cultivating and observing the core socialist values
The core socialist values represent the contem porary Chinese 

spirit and are a crystallization  o f  the values shared by all Chinese 

people.
We w ill focus on fostering a new generation capable o f shoulder

ing the m ission o f national rejuvenation; we w ill offer them  better
guidance, expose them  to practice, and provide institutional guar
antees. W e w ill draw on the core socialist values to guide education, 
efforts to raise cultural-ethical standards, and the creation, production, 
and distribution o f cultural and intellectual products, and see that all 
areas o f social developm ent are im bued w ith these values and that 
they become part o f peopled thinking and behavior. To this end, we 
will encourage extensive public involvem ent, m aking our officials take 
the lead and starting w ith families and children.

We will draw on  China’s fine traditional culture， keep alive and

develop its vision , concepts, values, and m oral norm s, and do so in  
a way that responds to the call o f  our era. W ith  this we w ill see that 
Chinese culture maintains its appeal and evolves w ith the times.

3. Raising intellectual and m oral standards
W hen the people have ideals, their country w ill have strength, and 

their nation w ill have a bright future. W e w ill help our people raise 
their political awareness and m oral standards, foster appreciation o f 
fine culture, and enhance social etiquette and civility.

We w ill undertake extensive public awareness activities to help the 
people develop firm  ideals and convictions, build their awareness o f  
socialism w ith Chinese characteristics and the Chinese D ream , foster 
a Chinese ethos and a readiness to respond to the call o f our times,
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strengthen the guid ing role o f patriotism , collectivism , and social-  ̂
ism , and see that the people develop an accurate understanding of 
history, ethnicity, country, and culture. W e w ill launch a civic morality 
campaign to raise public ethical standards, and enhance w ork ethics, 
fam ily virtues, and personal integrity. W e w ill encourage our people 
to strive fo r excellence and to develop stronger virtues, respect the 
elderly, love families, and be loyal to the country and the people.

W e w ill im prove and strengthen our ideological and political work, 
and launch initiatives to raise the p u b lic^ cultural-ethical standards. 1 
W e w ill prom ote the spirit o f  science and make scientific knowledge 
w idely attainable; we w ill w ork to see the back o f outdated social 
m ores and to prom ote good  and up-to-date practices and trends; 
and we w ill resist the corrosive influence o f backward and decadent 
culture. W e w ill build  credib ility, institutionalize volunteer services, 
and heighten peopled sense o f  social responsibility, awareness o f 
rules, and sense o f dedication.

4. Seeing socialist literature and art thrive
Socialist literature and art are fo r the people: W riters and artists 

should take a people-centered approach and draw insp iration from  
everyday life and the experiences o f the people to produce works that 
do justice to our times. W e encourage them to create fine works that 
are thought provoking and o f a high artistic standard, that reflect real 
life, and that extol our Party, our country, our people, and our heroes.

W e w ill fo ste r dem ocracy in  academ ic research and artistic  | 
pursuits, and encourage o rig in a lity  and experim entation w ith  new 
approaches in  the creation o f literature and art. W e encourage the 
cultivation o f fine tastes, style, and a sense o f responsibility, and reject f 
vulgarity and kitsch in  literary and artistic creation. W e w ill strengthen 
the professional standards o f artists and writers to see the emergence 
o f a large num ber o f em inent figures w ho have m oral integrity and 
outstanding artistic appeal, and creators o f inspiring works.

5. P rom oting cultural program s and industries
To m eet the peopled new aspirations fo r a better life , we must | 

provide them w ith rich intellectual nourishm ent. W e need to deepen
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structural reform  o f the cultural sector, im prove the cultural manage
ment system, and accelerate the establishment o f systems and mecha
nisms that put social benefits first w hile pursuing econom ic returns. 
We w ill im prove the public cultural service system, carry out public- 
interest cultural program s, and launch m ore popular cultural activities. 
We w ill strengthen protection and u tilization  o f cultural relics, and 
better preserve and carry forw ard our cultural heritage.

W e w ill im prove  m odern  system s fo r cu ltu ra l industries and 
markets, explore new mechanisms for cultural production and opera
tion, im prove econom ic policy on the cultural sector, and develop new 
forms o f business in  this sector. W e w ill carry out extensive fitness- 
for-all programs, speed up efforts to build China into a country strong 
in sport, and make sm ooth preparations for the 2022 Beijing W inter 
Olym pic Games and Paralym pic Games. W e w ill strengthen people- 
to-people and cultural exchanges w ith other countries, giving prom i
nence to Chinese cultxire w hile also drawing on other cultures. W e w ill 
im prove our capacity fo r engaging in  international com m unication  
so as to tell ChinaJs stories well, present a true, m ultidim ensional, and 
panoramic view  o f C hina, and enhance our cou n try^ cultural soft 
power.

Comrades,
Since its founding, the C om m unist Party o f C hina has actively

guided and prom oted China’s advanced culture while keeping China’s
fine traditional culture alive and strong. Today, we Chinese Com m u
nists and the Chinese people should and can shoulder our new cultur
al m ission, make cultural creations through practice, and prom ote  
cultural progress along w ith history.

V III . Grow ing Better at Ensuring  and Im proving Peopled W ellbeing 
and Strengthening and D eveloping N ew  Approaches to 

Social Governance

Everyone in  the Party must keep firm ly in  m ind that the nature o f  
a political party and o f a governm ent is determ ined by those w hom
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they serve. To lead the people to a better life is our Party’s abiding 
goal. W e must put the people’s interests above all else，see that the
gains o f reform  and developm ent benefit all our people in a fair way, 
and strive to achieve shared prosperity for everyone.

A s we w ork to ensure and im prove peopled w ellbeing, we must 
focus on the m ost pressing, m ost immediate issues that concern the 
people the most. W e w ill do everything in  our capacity and w ork away, | 
issue by issue, year in and year out. W e w ill see that everyone performs 
their duties and shares in  the benefits. We w ill see basic needs are met, 
p rio ritize  key areas, im prove institutions, and guide public expecta- I  
dons. W e w ill im prove public services, ensure peopled basic quality of 
life, and keep up w ith peopled ever-growing desire for a better life. We 
w ill continue to prom ote social fairness and justice, develop effective I 
social governance, and m aintain public order. W ith  this we should see ! 
that our people w ill always have a strong sense o f fulfillm ent, happi- v 
ness, and security.

1. G iv in g  priority to developing education
Strengthening education is fundamental to our pursuit o f national 

rejuvenation. W e m ust give p rio rity  to education, further reform  in 
education, speed up its m odern ization , and develop education that 
people are satisfied w ith. W e should fully im plem ent the Party’s educa- I 
tion  policy，foster virtue through education，enhance ou r students’ i 
w ell-rou n d ed  deve lopm ent, p ro m o te  fairness in  edu cation , and 
nurture a new generation o f capable young people w ho have a good I 
and all-round m oral, intellectual, physical, and aesthetical grounding  
and are well-prepared to join the socialist cause.

W e w ill prom ote the coordinated developm ent o f  com pulsory | 
education in  urban and rural areas, w hile g iving particular attention 
to ru ra l areas. W e w ill im prove preschool education, special needs 
education, and online education, make senior secondary education  
universally available, and strive to see that each and every child has fair 
access to good education.

W e w ill im prove the system o f vocational education and training, 
and prom ote integration between industry and education and coop
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eration between enterprises and colleges. W e w ill m ove faster to build  
Chinese universities into world-class universities and develop w orld- 
class discipHnes as we w ork to bring out the fiiH potential o f higher 
education. W e w ill im prove the system o f financial aid to students, 
and w ork to see that the vast m ajority o f the new members o f the 
urban and rural labor force have received senior secondary education, 
and that m ore and m ore o f them  receive higher education. W e w ill 
support the well-regulated developm ent o f private schools. W e wiU 
strengthen the professional ethics and competence o f teachers, and 
encourage public respect for educators and public support for educa
tion. We w ill im prove continuing education, step up efforts to build  
a learning society, and prom ote the well-rounded developm ent o f all 

our people.
2. Improving the quality o f em ploym ent and raising incomes

Em ploym ent is pivotal to peopled wellbeing. W e must give high 
priority to em ploym ent and pursue a proactive em ploym ent policy, 
striving to achieve fuller em ploym ent and create better quality jobs. 
We w ill launch large-scale vocational skills train ing program s, give 
particular attention to tackling structural unem ploym ent, and create 
more jobs by encouraging business startups. W e w ill provide exten
sive public em ploym ent services to open m ore channels for college 
graduates and other young people as w ell as m igrant rural workers 
to find jobs and start their own businesses. W e must rem ove institu
tional barriers that block the social m obility o f labor and talent, and 
ensure that every one o f our people has the chance to pursue a career 
through hard w ork. W e w ill im prove mechanisms for joint discussion 
^nd mediation involving governm ent, trade unions, and employers in 
an effort to ensure harm onious labor relations.

We w ill continue to follow  the principle o f distribution according 
to one5s w ork w hile im provin g  our institutions and mechanisms for 
distribution based on factors o f production , so as to make incom e 
distribution fairer and m ore orderly. W e w ill encourage people to  
niake their m oney through hard w ork and legal means. W e w ill expand 
A e size o f the m iddle-incom e group, increase incom e for people on
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low  incom es, adjust excessive incom es, and proh ib it illic it incom e. We 
w ill w ork to see that individual incom es grow  in step w ith economic 
developm ent, and that pay rises in  tandem  w ith increases in  labor 
productivity. We w ill expand the channels for people to make work- 
based earnings and property incom e. W e w ill see that governm ent 
plays its function o f adjusting redistribution, m ove faster to ensure 
equitable access to basic p u b lic  services and narrow  the gaps in 
incomes.

3. Strengthening the social security system
W e w ill act on the policy requirements to help those m ost in  need, 

to build a tightly woven safety net, and to build the necessary institu
tions, as we w ork to develop a sustainable m ultitiered social security 
system that covers the entire p opu lation  in  both  urban and rural 
areas, w ith clearly defined rights and responsibilities, and support that 
hits the righ t level. W e w ill w ork to see that everyone has access to 
social security. W e w ill im prove the basic pension schemes for urban 
employees and fo r rural and non-w orking urban residents, and quickly 
bring pension schemes under national unified management.

W e w ill im prove the unified systems o f basic m edical insurance 
and serious disease insurance fo r rural and non-w orking urban resi
dents, and im prove unem ploym ent insurance and work-related injury 
insurance. W e w ill establish a unified national platform  fo r social secu
rity  services. W e w ill prom ote the coordinated developm ent o f the 
social assistance systems fo r urban and rural residents, and im prove 
the subsistence allowances system.

W e m ust adhere to the fundam ental national p o licy  o f  gender 
equality, and protect the legitim ate rights and interests o f  wom en 
and m inors. W e w ill im prove our systems for social assistance, social 
w elfare, charity, and entitled groups5 benefits and services. W e w ill 
im prove the system fo r supporting  and caring fo r children whose 
parents are w orking in cities, wom en, and elderly people in  rural areas. 
W e w ill develop program s fo r people w ith disabilities and w ork to 
provide better rehabilitation services fo r them.

W e must not forget that housing is fo r living  in , not fo r specula-
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tion W ith this in m ind, we w ill m ove faster to put in  place a housing 
system that ensures supply through m ultiple sources, provides hous
ing support through m ultiple channels, and encourages both housing
purchase and renting. This w ill put us in  a better position to meet the

housing needs o f all o f our people.
4. W inning the battde against poverty
Seeing that poor people and poor areas w ill enter the m oderately 

prosperous society together w ith the rest o f the country is a solemn 
promise made by our Party. W e should mobiHze the energies o f our
whole Party, our w hole country，and our w hole society, and continue
to im plem ent targeted poverty reduction and alleviation measures. 
We w ill operate on the basis o f a w orking m echanism  whereby the 
central governm ent makes overall plans, provincial-level governm ents 
take overall responsibility, and city and county governm ents ensure 
implementation; and we w ill strengthen the system for m aking heads
of Party committees and governm ents at each level assume the overall

responsibility for poverty alleviation.
We w ill continue to advance poverty reduction draw ing on the 

joint efforts o f governm ent, society, and the m arket. W e w ill pay 
particular attention to helping people increase confidence in  their own 
ability to lift themselves out o f poverty and see that they can access 
the education they need to do so. W e w ill strengthen collaboration
on poverty alleviation between the eastern and western regions; and 
we w ill provide focused assistance to areas o f extrem e poverty. We 
rnust ensure that by the year 2020, all rural residents living  below the 
current poverty line have been lifted out o f poverty, and poverty is
eliminated in  all poor counties and regions. Poverty alleviation should

reach those w ho truly need it and deliver genuine outcomes.
5. Carrying out the Healthy China initiative
A  healthy population is a key m ark o f a prosperous nation and a 

strong country. W e w ill im prove the national health policy, and ensure 
the delivery o f comprehensive lifecycle health services fo r our people. 
We w ill deepen re fo rm  o f  the m edicine and health care system , 
establish distinctive Chinese systems fo r provid ing basic health care,
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medical insurance, and quality and efficient health care services, and 
develop a sound m odern hospital management system.

W e w ill im p ro ve  co m m u n ity-leve l health  care services, a n d  

strengthen the ranks o f general practitioners. W e w ill put an end to 
the practices o f hospitals funding their operations w ith profits from 
overpriced drugs, and im prove the system fo r m edicine supply.

W ith  emphasis on prevention, we w ill carry out extensive patriotic 
health campaigns, prom ote healthy and positive lifestyles, and prevent 
and control m ajor diseases. W e w ill initiate a food safety strategy to 
ensure that people have peace o f m ind about what they are putting 
on their plates. W e w ill support both trad itional Chinese medicine 
and W estern medicine, and ensure the preservation and development 
o f traditional Chinese medicine. W e w ill support the developm ent of 
private hospitals and health-related industries.

W e w ill w ork to ensure that ou r ch ildb irth  po licy  meshes with 
related econom ic and social policies, and carry out research on the 
population developm ent strategy. A s we respond proactively to popu
lation aging, we w ill adopt policies and foster a social environm ent 
in  w hich senior citizens are respected, cared for, and live happily in 
their later years. W e w ill provide integrated elderly care and medical 
services, and accelerate the developm ent o f  old-age program s and 
industries.

6. Establishing a social governance m od d  based on collaboration, 
participation，and com m on interests

W e w ill step up in stitu tio n  b u ild in g  in  social governance and 
im prove the law-based social governance m odel under w hich Party 
com m ittees exercise leadership, governm ent assumes responsib il
ity, non-governm ental actors provide assistance, and the public get 
involved. W e w ill strengthen public participation and rule o f law in 
social governance, and m ake such governance sm arter and m ore 
specialized.

W e w ill im prove mechanisms fo f preventing and defusing social 
tensions, and properly handle problem s am ong the people. W e w ill 
prom ote safe developm ent, and raise public awareness that life matters
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most and that safety comes first; we w ill im prove the public safety 
system and the responsibility system fo r workplace safety; we w ill take
resolute measures to prevent serious and m ajor accidents，and build

up our capacity for disaster prevention, m itigation, and relief.
We w ill accelerate developm ent o f the crim e p revention  and 

control system, combat and punish in  accordance w ith the law all ille
gal and crim inal activities such as pornography, gam bling, drug abuse, 
gang violence, kidnapping, and fraud, and protect peopled personal 
rights, p roperty rights, and righ t to  d ign ity. W e w ill im prove  the 
system o f public psychological services, and cultivate self-esteem, self- 
confidence, rationality, com posure, and optim ism  am ong our people. 
We w ill strengthen the system fo r com m unity governance, shift the 
focus o f social governance to the com m unity level, leverage the role 
o f social organizations, and see that governm ent^ governance efforts 
on the one hand and society5s self-regulation and residents self- 
governance on the other reinforce each other.

7. Effectively safeguarding national security
National security is the cornerstone o f peace and stability o f our 

country, and safeguarding it is in  the fundam ental interests o f  the 
Chinese people o f all ethnic groups. W e w ill im prove our national 
security strategy and policy, guarantee C hina^ political security, and
take coordinated steps to ensure security in all areas. W e w ill im prove
our national security system, strengthen legal measures to enhance 
national security, and enhance our capacity for forestalling and fending 
o ff security risks. W e must rigorously protect against and take resolute 
measures to combat all acts o f infiltration , subversion, and sabotage, 
as well as violent and terrorist activities, ethnic separatist activities, and 
religious extremist activities. W e w ill strengthen efforts to raise aware
ness o f national security am ong all Party members and all the people, 
and create a strong synergy o f the w hole society to safeguard national 
security.

Comrades,
Meeting the fundamental interests o f all our people is the ultimate 

yardstick for judging all the w ork o f our Party. The issues o f concern
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to the people, be they b ig o r sm all, should be handled w ith utmost 
care and attention. W e m ust start by addressing issues o f  public 
concern, start by delivering the outcom es that satisfy public needs, 

and w ork w ithout rest to lead our people in  pursuing a better life.

IX . Speeding U p Reform  o f the System for D eveloping an 
E co-C ivili2 ation, and B u ild ing  a Beautiful China

M an and nature fo rm  a com m unity o f life; we, as hum an beings, 
must respect nature, fo llow  its ways, and protect it. O n ly  by observing 
the laws o f nature can hum anity avoid costly blunders in  its exploita
tion. A n y  harm  we inflict on nature w ill eventually return to haunt us. 
This is a reality we have to face.

The m odernization that we pursue is one characterized by harmo
nious coexistence between m an and nature. In  addition to creating 
m ore m aterial and cultural wealth to meet peopled ever-increasing 
desire for a better life, we need also to provide m ore quality ecological
goods to meet people s ever-grow ing demands fo r 汉 beautiful envi- 、 

ronm ent. W e should，acting on the principles o f p rioritizing  resource
conservation and environm ental protection and letting nature restore 
itself, develop spatial layouts, industrial structures, and ways o f work 
and life  that help conserve resources and protect the environm ent. ； 
W ith  this, we can restore the serenity, harm ony and beauty o f  nature.

1. P rom oting green developm ent
W e w ill step up efforts to establish a legal and policy framework 

that prom otes green p rod u ction  and consum ption , and prom ote  
a sound econom ic structure that facilitates green, low -carbon, and 
circular developm ent. W e w ill create a market-based system fo r green 
technology innovation, develop green finance, and spur the develop
m ent o f  energy-saving and environm ental protection  industries as | 
well as clean production and clean energy industries. W e w ill prom ote 
a revo lu tion  in  energy p roduction  and consum ption , and bu ild  an 
energy sector that is clean, low -carbon, safe, and efficient.

W e w ill encourage conservation across the board and prom ote |
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recycling, take action to get everyone conserving water, cut consum p
tion o f energy and m aterials, and establish linkages between the 
circular use o f resources and materials in  industrial production and in 
everyday life. We encourage simple, moderate, green, and low-carbon 
ways o f life, and oppose extravagance and excessive consum ption. We 
will launch initiatives to make Party and governm ent offices do better 
when it comes to conservation , and develop eco-friendly fam ilies, 
schools, communities, and transport services.

2. Solving prom inent environm ental problem s
We w ill get everyone in vo lved  in  im p ro v in g  the environm ent 

and address environm ental issues at the root. W e w ill continue our 
campaign to prevent and co n tro l a ir p o llu tio n  to make our skies 
blue again. W e w ill speed up prevention and control o f  water pollu
tion, and take com prehensive measures to im prove river basins and 
offshore areas. W e w ill strengthen the control o f  soil po llu tion  and 
the restoration o f polluted soil, intensify the prevention and control 
o f agricultural pollution from  non-point sources, and take measures 
to im prove rural living environm ents. W e w ill im prove the treatment 
o f solid waste and garbage.

We w ill enforce stricter pollutants discharge standards and see to 
it that polluters are held accountable. W e w ill im prove our systems 
for assessing the honesty and accuracy o f claims about perform ance 
in environmental protection, for m andatory release o f environm ental 
inform ation, and fo r im posing rigorous sanctions in  cases o f envi
ronmental violation. W e w ill establish an environm ental governance 
system in w hich governm ent takes the lead, enterprises assume the 
main responsib ility, and social o rgan izations and the pub lic  also 
participate. W e w ill get actively invo lved  in  g lobal environm ental 
governance and fu lfill our com m itm ents on emissions reduction.

3. Intensifying the protection o f ecosystems
We w ill carry out m ajor projects to protect and restore key ecosys- 

tems, im prove the system  o f  shields fo r ecological security, and 
develop ecological corridors and biodiversity protection networks, so 
as to strengthen the quality and stability o f our ecosystems. W e w ill
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com plete w ork on draw ing redlines fo r protecting the ecosystems, 
designating perm anent basic cropland, and delineating boundaries for 

urban developm ent.
W e w ill p rom ote  a ffo re sta tion , take com prehensive  steps to 

con tro l desertification, stony deserts, and soil erosion , strengthen 
wetland conservation and restoration, and better prevent and control 
geological disasters. W e w ill im prove the system fo r protecting natural 
forests, and turn m ore m arginal farm land into forests and grasslands. I 
We w ill rigorously protect farm land and expand trials in  crop rotation
and keeping land fallow. W e w ill im prove systems fo r regeneration 
o f croplands, grasslands, forests, rivers, and lakes, and set up diverse I 
market-based mechanisms for ecological compensation.

4. Reform ing the environm ental regulation system 
W e w ill strengthen overall planning, organization, and leadership 

for building an eco-civilization. W e w ill establish regulatory agencies 
to manage state-owned natural resource assets and m on ito r natural
ecosystems, and im prove environm ental management systems. These 
agencies w ill, in  a unified way, perform  the duties o f the ow ner of 
public-ow ned natural resource assets, the duties o f regulating the use 
o f  all territoria l space and protecting and restoring ecosystems, and 
the duties o f m onitoring the discharge o f all pollutants in  urban and 
rural areas and conducting adm inistrative law enforcem ent.

W e w ill establish systems for developing and protecting territorial 
space, im prove supporting policies on functional 2 〇nes, and develop 
a nature reserves system com posed m ainly o f national parks. W e will 
take tough steps to stop and punish all activities that damage the envi
ronm ent.

Comrades,
W hat we are doing today to build an eco-civilization w ill benefit 

generations to come. W e should have a strong com m itm ent to social
ist eco-civilization and w ork to develop a new m odel o f m oderniza
tion w ith humans developing in  harm ony w ith nature. W e m ust do 
our generation’s share to protect the environm ent.
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X. Staying Committed to the Chinese Path o f Building Strong Armed 

Forces and Fully Advancing the M odernization o f  

National D efense and the Military

We have reached a new historical starting point in  strengthening 
national defense and the arm ed forces. C onfronted w ith profound  
changes in our national security environm ent and responding to the 
demands o f the day fo r a strong country w ith a strong m ilitary, we 
must fully im plem ent the Party^ thinking on strengthening the m ili
tary for the new era and the m ilitary strategy fo r new conditions, build  
a powerful and m odernized arm y, navy, air force, rocket force, and
strategic support force，develop strong and efficient jo int operations
commanding institutions for theater commands, and create a m odern 
combat system w ith distinctive Chinese characteristics. O u r armed 
forces must be up to shouldering the missions and tasks o f the new 
era entrusted to them by the Party and the people.

We w ill adapt to the trend o f a new global m ilitary revolution and 
to national security needs; we w ill upgrade our m ilitary capabilities, 
and see that, by the year 2020, m echanization is basically achieved, IT  
application has made significant progress, and strategic capabilities 
have seen a big im provem ent. In  step w ith our country^ m oderniza
tion process, we w ill m odernize our m ilitary across the board in  terms 
o f theory, organizational structure, service personnel, and weaponry. 
We w ill make it our m ission to see that by 2035, the m odernization o f  
our national defense and arm ed forces is basically com pleted; and that 
by the mid-21 st century our people’s arm ed forces have been fully
transformed into world-class forces.

We w ill strengthen the Party in  the m ilitary. W e w ill launch activi
ties under the theme o f  ''passing on  the trad itions o f  revolution ; 
stepping up to the task o f m aking the m ilitary strong55. W e w ill move 
forward w ith the developm ent o f the m ilitary honors system. We w ill 

the revolutionary officers and soldiers o f a new era w ith faith, 
ability5 courage, and integrity, and see that our forces forever preserve 
A eir nature, purpose, and character as the forces o f the people.
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W e w ill continue to deepen national defense and m ilitary reform. 
W e w ill fu rther the reform  o f  m ajor po licy systems, includ ing the 
career officers system, the system fo r posting civilian  personnel in 
the m ilitary, and the m ilitary service system. We w ill push ahead with 
transform ation o f m ilitary management, and im prove and develop our 
distinctive Chinese socialist m ilitary institutions. W e must keep it firm 
in  our m inds that technology is the core combat capability, encourage 
innovations in  m ajor technologies, and conduct innovations indepen
dently. W e w ill strengthen the system for training m ilitary personnel, 
and make our peopled forces m ore innovative. W e w ill govern the 
m ilitary w ith strict discipline in  every respect, push for a fundamental 
transform ation in the way our m ilitary is run, and strengthen the role 
o f rule o f law in  enhancing national defense and m ilitary capabilities.

A  m ilita ry  is b u ilt to figh t. O u r m ilita ry  m ust regard combat 
capability as the criterion to meet in all its w ork and focus on how  to 
w in when it is called on. W e w ill take solid steps to ensure military 
preparedness for all strategic directions, and make progress in  combat 
readiness in  both traditional and new security fields. Wb w ill develop 
new com bat forces and support forces, conduct m ilita ry  training 
under com bat conditions, boost the application o f m ilitary strength, 
speed up developm ent o f intelligent m ilitary, and im prove combat 
capabilities fo r jo in t operations based on the netw ork inform ation  
system and the ab ility to fight under m ultidim ensional conditions. 
This w ill enable us to effectively shape our m ilitary posture, manage 
crises，and deter and w in wars.

W e should ensure that efforts to make our country prosperous 
and efforts to make our m ilita ry  strong go hand in  hand. W e will 
strengthen unified leadership, top-level design, re form , and innova
tion . W e w ill speed up im plem entation o f m ajor projects, deepen 
reform  o f defense-related science, technology, and industry, achieve 
greater civil-m ilitary integration，and build integrated national strata
gies and strategic capabilities. W e w ill im prove our national defense 
m obilization  system, and build strong, w ell-structured, and m oderi1 
border，coastal，and air defenses. We w ill establish an administration
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for veterans; we w ill protect the legitimate rights and interests o f m ili- 
tary personnel and their fam ilies; and we w ill make m ilitary service 
an occupation that enjoys public respect. W e w ill carry out further 
reforms to build a m odernized armed police force.

Comrades,
O ur m ilitary is the peopled m ilitary, and our national defense is 

the responsibility o f every one o f us. W e m ust raise public aware
ness about the im portance o f national defense and strengthen unity 
between the governm ent and the m ilitary and between the people and 
the military. Let us w ork together to create a m ighty force for realizing 
the Chinese Dream  and the dream o f building a pow erful m ilitary.

XI. Upholding “One Country， Two Systems” and M oving Towards 

N ational Reunification

Since H ong K on g and M acao^ return to the m otherland, the prac
tice o f c<one country, two systems,? in  both regions has been a resound
ing success. The poliq^ o f <cone country, two systems55 has proved to 
be the best solution to the questions o f H ong K on g and Macao, left 
by history, and the best institutional guarantee for the long-term  pros
perity and stability o f H ong K on g and Macao after their return.

To maintain long-term  prosperity and stability in  H ong K on g and 
Macao, it is im perative to fu lly and faithfully im plem ent the policies 
of “one country, two systems” ，“ the people o f H ong K on g governing  
Hong K ong’’，“ the people o f M acao governing M acao’’，and a high 
degree o f autonom y fo r both regions. It  is im perative, too, to act in  
strict compliance w ith China’s Constitution and the basic laws o f the 

special adm inistrative regions, and to im prove the systems and 
Mechanisms for enforcing the basic laws.

We w ill continue to support the governm ents and chief executives 
°f both regions in  pursuing the follow ing endeavors: exercising law- 
based governance, uniting and leading the people o f all sectors in  an 
active and concerted e ffo rt to prom ote developm ent and harm ony, 
ensuring and im proving people’s wellbeing，taking well-ordered steps
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to advance democracy, m aintaining law and order, and fu lfillin g  the 
constitutional responsibility o f  safeguarding China^ sovereignty, secu
rity, and developm ent interests.

T he developm ent o f  H o n g  K o n g  and M acao is closely tied up 
w ith that o f the m ainland. W e w ill continue to support H on g  Kong 
and M acao in  in tegrating  the ir ow n developm ent in to  the overall 
developm ent o f the country. W e w ill give p riority  to the development 
o f the G uangdong-H ong Kong-M acao Greater Bay A rea, cooperation 
between Guangdong, H ong K on g, and Macao, and regional coopera
tion in  the pan-Pearl R iver D elta, thus fully advancing m utually bene
ficial cooperation between the m ainland and the two regions. W e will 
form ulate and im prove policies and measures to make it m ore conve
nient for people from  H on g  K on g  and Macao to develop careers on 
the mainland.

W e w ill rem ain com m itted  to the p o licy  fo r the H o n g  K ong  
people to  go ve rn  H o n g  K o n g  and the M acao people  to  govern  
Macao, w ith patriots playing the principal role. W e w ill develop and 
strengthen the ranks o f patriots w ho love both our country and their 
regions, and foster greater patriotism  and a stronger sense o f national 
identity am ong the people in  H on g  K on g and Macao. W ith  this, our 
com patriots in  H on g  K on g  and M acao w ill share both  the historic 
responsibility o f national rejuvenation and the pride o f a strong and 
prosperous China.

Resolving the Taiwan question to realize C hina^ com plete reuni
fication is the shared aspiration o f all Chinese people, and is in  the 
fundam ental interests o f the Chinese nation. W e m ust uphold  the 
principles o f “peaceful reunification’’ and “ one country, two systems”， 
w ork fo r the peaceful developm ent o f  cross-Straits relations, and 
advance the process towards the peaceful reunification o f China.

The one-China principle is the political foundation o f cross-Straits 
relations. The 1992 Consensus embodies the one-China principle and 
defines the fundamental nature o f cross-Straits relations; it thus holds 
the key to the peaceful developm ent o f relations between the two 
sides o f the Taiwan Straits. Recognize the historical fact o f the 1992
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Consensus and that the two sides both belong to one China, and then 
our two sides can conduct dialogue to address through discussion the 
concerns o f the people o f both sides, and no political party o r group  
in Taiwan w ill have any d ifficu lty  conducting exchanges w ith  the 

mainland.
Blood is thicker than water. People on both sides o f the Taiwan 

Straits are brothers and sisters; we share the bond o f kinship. Guided  
by the conviction that we are all o f  the same fam ily, we respect the 
current social system and way o f life in  Taiwan and are ready to share 
the developm ent opportun ities on  the m ainland w ith  our Taiw an 
compatriots first. W e w ill expand cross-Straits econom ic and cultural 
exchanges and cooperation for m utual benefits.

We w ill ensure that over time, people from  Taiwan w ill enjoy the 
same treatment as local people when they pursue their studies, start 
businesses, seek jobs, o r live on the m ainland, thus im p rovin g  the 
wellbeing o f Taiw an com patriots. W e w ill encourage people from  
both sides to w ork together to prom ote Chinese culture and forge  
closer bonds between them.

We stand firm  in safeguarding C hina^ sovereignty and territorial 
integrity, and w ill never allow the historical tragedy o f national d ivi
sion to repeat itself. A n y separatist activity is certain to meet w ith the
resolute opposition o f the Chinese people. W e have the resolve, the 
confidence, and the ability to defeat separatist attempts fo r ''Taiw an
independence” in  any form . W e w ill never allow anyone，any organiza-
tion, or any political party, at any time or in any form , to separate any
part o f Chinese territory from  China.

Comrades,
Realizing the rejuvenation o f the Chinese nation is a dream shared 

t>y all 〇f  us as Chinese. W e remain firm  in  our conviction that, as long  
as all the sons and daughters o f the Chinese nation, including our 
compatriots in  H on g  K on g , M acao, and Taiw an, fo llow  the tide o f 
history, w ork together for the greater national interests, and keep our 
nations destiny firm ly in  our own hands, we w ill, w ithout doubt, be 
able to achieve the great rejuvenation o f the Chinese nation.
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XII. Follow ing a Path o f Peaceful Developm ent and W orking to Build 
a G lobal Com m unity o f Shared Future

The Com m unist Party o f China strives for both the wellbeing 〇f 
the Chinese people and hum an progress. To make new and greater 
contributions for hum anity is our Party’s abiding m ission.

China w ill continue to hold high the banner o f peace, develop* [ 
m ent, cooperation , and m utual benefit and uphold  its fundamen
tal fore ign  p o licy  goal o f  p reservin g  w orld  peace and promoting 
com m on developm ent. C hina rem ains firm  in  its com m itm ent to 
strengthening friendship and cooperation w ith other countries on the 
basis o f the Five Principles o f Peaceful Coexistence17, and to forging 
a new fo rm  o f international relations featuring m utual respect, fair
ness, justice, and w in-w in cooperation.

The w orld  is undergoing m ajor developm ents, transform ation, 
and adjustm ent, but peace and developm ent rem ain the call o f  our 
day. The trends o f global m ulti-polarity, econom ic globalization, IT 
application，and cultural diversity are surging forward; changes in  the 
global governance system and the international order are speeding up; 
countries are becom ing increasingly interconnected and interdepen
dent; relative international forces are becom ing m ore balanced; and 
peace and developm ent remain irreversible trends.

A n d  yet, as a w orld we face grow ing uncertainties and destabilizing 
factors. G lobal econom ic grow th lacks energy; the gap between rich 
and poor continues to widen; flashpoints arise often in  some regions; 
and unconventional security threats like terrorism , cyber-insecurity, 
m ajor infectious diseases, and climate change continue to spread. As 
human beings we have m any com m on challenges to face.

O u r w orld is full o f both hope and challenges. W e should not give 
up on our dreams because the reality around us is too complicated； 
we should not stop pursuing our ideals because they seem out of 
our reach. N o  country can address alone the m any challenges facing 
hum anity; no country can afford to retreat into self-isolation.

W e call on the people o f all countries to w ork together to build a
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lobal community o f shared future, to build an open, inclusive, clean, 
and beautiful w orld that enjoys lasting peace, universal security, and 
common prosperity. W e should respect each other, discuss issues as
equals, resolutely reject the C o ld  W ar m entality and pow er politics, 
and take a new approach to developing state-to-state relations w ith  
communication, not confrontation, and w ith partnership, not alliance.
We should com m it to settling disputes through dialogue and resolv
ing differences through discussion, coordinate responses to traditional 
and non-traditional threats, and oppose terrorism  in  all its form s.

We should stick together through th ick and th in , facilitate free 
trade and investment, and make econom ic globalization m ore open, 
inclusive, and balanced so that its benefits are shared by all. W e should 
respect the diversity o f  c iv ilizations. In  handling relations am ong  
civilizations, let us replace estrangement w ith exchange, clashes w ith  
mutual learning, and superiority w ith coexistence. W e should be good  
friends to the environm ent, cooperate to tackle climate change, and 
protect our planet for the sake o f hum an survival.

China remains firm  in pursuing an independent foreign policy o f  
peace. We respect the right o f the people o f all countries to choose 
their own developm ent path. W e endeavor to uphold international
fairness and justice，and oppose acts that im pose one’s w ill on others
or interfere in the internal affairs o f others as well as the practice o f  
the strong bullying the weak.

China w ill never pursue developm ent at the expense o f others
interests, but nor w ill China ever give up its legitimate rights and inter
ests. N o  one should expect us to tolerate anything that underm ines 
°ur interests. China pursues a national defense policy that is in  nature 
defensive. ChinaJs developm ent does not pose a threat to any other 
country. N o  matter what stage o f developm ent it reaches, China w ill 
never seek hegemony o r engage in  expansion.

China has actively developed global partnerships and expanded the 
convergence o f interests w ith other countries. C hina w ill prom ote  
coordination and cooperation w ith other m ajor countries and w ork  

build a fram ew ork fo r m ajor-country relations featuring overall
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stability and balanced developm ent. China w ill deepen relations witl 
its neighbors in  accordance w ith  the p rin cip le  o f  am ity, sincerih 
m utual benefit, and inclusiveness and the policy o f  forg ing  friend 
ship and partnership w ith our neighbors. G uided by the principle of 
uphold ing  justice w hile pursuing shared interests and the principk 
o f sincerity, real results, affinity, and good faith, China w ill work to 
strengthen solidarity and cooperation w ith other developing coun
tries. W e w ill strengthen exchanges and cooperation w ith the political 
parties and organizations o f other countries, and encourage peoples 
congresses, CPPCC committees, the m ilitary, local governm ents, and 
peopled organizations to engage in exchanges w ith other countries. 1

China adheres to the fundam ental national policy o f  opening M  
and pursues development w ith its doors open wide. China w ill actively 
prom ote international cooperation through the Belt and Road Initiative: 
In  doing so, we hope to achieve policy, infrastructure, trade, financial, 
and people-to-people connectivity and thus build a new platform  for 
international cooperation to create new drivers o f shared development

C hina w ill increase assistance to oth er deve lop in g  countries, 
especially the least developed countries, and do its part to reduce the 
N orth-South developm ent gap. China w ill support m ultilateral trade 
regimes and w ork to facilitate the establishm ent o f  free trade areas 
and build an open w orld economy.

China follow s the principle o f  achieving ^hared grow th through 
discussion and collaboration in engaging in  global governance. China 
stands for dem ocracy in  international relations and the equality o f all 
countries, big o r small, strong o r weak, rich o r poor. China supports 
the U nited N ations in  playing an active role in  international affairs» 
and supports the efforts o f other developing countries to increase 
their representation and strengthen their voice in international affairs 
China w ill continue to play its part as a m ajor and responsible country, 
take an active part in reform ing and developing the global governance 
system, and keep contributing Chinese w isdom  and strength to global 
governance.

Comrades,

The future o f the w orld rests in  the hands o f the people o f aU 
countries; the future o f hum anity hinges on the choices they make. 
We, the Chinese, are ready to w ork w ith the people o f all other coun
tries to bvdld a global com m unity o f shared future and create a bright 

tom orrow for all o f us.

X III. Exercising Strict Governance over the Party and Im proving the 
Party’s A b ility  to Govern and Lead

As socialism w ith Chinese characteristics has entered a new era, 
our Party must get a new look  and make new accom plishm ents. As 
the saying goes, it takes a good blacksm ith to forge good tools. For 
the Party to unite the people and lead them in carrying out our great 
struggle, advancing our great cause, and realizing our great dream, we 
must unwaveringly uphold and im prove Party leadership and make the 
Party still stronger.

Ensuring that Party self-governance is exercised fully and strictly 
is a journey to which there is no end. The future o f a political party or 
a government is determ ined by whether it enjoys public support. We 
must guard against and correct w ith resolve the practices the people 
oppose and resent. The w hole Party must be soberly aware that the 
governance environm ent our Party faces is com plex, and that so too 
are the factors underm ining the PartyJs advanced nature and integrity; 
prom inent problem s o f unw holesom e th inking , o rgan ization , and 
conduct in the Party have not been solved root and branch.

We must fully recognize the long-term  and com plex nature o f the 
tests confronting the Party as they relate to governance, reform  and 
opening up, the market econom y, and the external environm ent. We 
rnust also fully recognize the intensity and severity o f the dangers o f  
a lack o f drive, incom petence, disengagement from  the people, inac
tion, and corruption. So we must focus on solving problem s, maintain 
strategic resolve, and ensure strict Party self-governance.

The general requirements for strengthening the Party for the new 
era are:
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- U phold and strengthen overall Party leadership and ensure that 
the Party exercises effective self-supervision and practices strict self, 
governance in  every respect;

— Take strengthening the Party’s long-term  governance capacity
and its advanced nature and integrity as the m ain thrust; take reinforc- 
ing the Party^ political foundations as the overarching principle; take

holding dear the Party s ideals，convictions，and purpose as the under-
pinning; and take harnessing the w hole PartyJs enthusiasm, initiative, 
and creativity as the focus o f  efforts;

- Make all-round efforts to reinforce the Party^ political fbunda-  ̂
tions, buttress ideological com m itm ent, consolidate the organization, 
im prove conduct, and enforce discipline, w hile always focusing on 
opportunities to create stronger institutions;

— Step up efforts to com bat corruption and continue to improve 
the efficacy o f  strengthening the Party;

- B uild  the Party in to  a vibrant M arxist govern ing party that is 
always at the forefront o f the times, enjoys the wholehearted support 
o f the people, has the courage to reform  itself, and is able to with
stand all tests.

1. Putting the Party’s political foundations first
Taking a clear political stance is the fundamental requirement our 

Party m ust meet as a M arxist party. R einforcing the Party^ political 
foundations is o f fundamental im portance, as it determines th t direc- I 
tion and efficacy o f the effort to strengthen the Party.

The prim ary task o f reinforcing our PartyJs political foundations 
is to ensure that the w hole Party obeys the Central Com m ittee and 
upholds its authority and centralized, unified leadership. A ll Party
members must closely follow  the Party’s political line，strictly observe |
its political discipline and rules, and closely align themselves w ith the 
Central Com m ittee in  terms o f political stance, d irection, principle, 
and path.

E very  m em ber o f the Party must hold the Party Constitution in 
great reverence, act in  strict accordance w ith the code o f conduct fof I 
intra-Party po litica l life  under new circum stances, and make intra- I
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Party activities m ore poHticaUy oriented, up-to-date, principled, and 
effective. We must guard against the rules o f business dealings erod
ing intra-Party conduct, and foster a healthy poHtical ecosystem w ithin

the Party. r  ,
We must im prove and im plem ent the systems o r dem ocratic

centralism , and practice  b o th  dem ocracy-based centra lism  and 
centralism-guided democracy. T h is means we should both give full 
play to democracy and practice centralism on this basis.

We must foster values like loyalty, honesty, im partiality, adherence 
to fact, and integrity; guard against and oppose self-centered behav
ior, decentralism, behavior in  disregard o f the rules, a silo mentality, 
unprincipled nice-guyism, and sectarianism, factionalism , and patron
age. We must resolutely oppose double-dealing and duplicity.

A ll Party m em b ers ， especially high-ranking officials，must strength-

en their Party consciousness, political awareness, and political ability. 
We must regard it as our fundam ental political responsibility to be 
loyal to the Party, share the PartyJs concerns, fu lfill our obligations to 
the Party, and w ork fo r the peopled w ellbeing, and forever preserve 
the political character o f Communists.

2. A rm ing  the w hole Party w ith the Thought on Socialism  w ith  
Chinese Characteristics for a N ew  Era

Theory is fundam ental to strengthening the Party. O u r revolu-

tionary ideals soar beyond the skies. The noble ideal o f com m unism  
and the shared ideal o f socialism w ith Chinese characteristics are our 
source o f strength and political soul as Chinese Com m unists; they 
also form  the theoretical foundation o f Party solidarity and unity.

O ur top priority in strengthening the Party through theory is to stay 
true to our ideals and convictions. W e should make all Party members 
keep firm ly in  m ind the P arty^ purpose, have unw avering convic
tions as Communists, resolve the fundamental issue o f the worldview, 
outlook on life , and values we should em brace, and m aintain deep 
belief in and faithfully practice comm unism  and socialism w ith Chinese
characteristics.

We w ill foster a M arxist style o f learning, and make it a regular
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practice and an institutionalized requirem ent fo r all Party members 

to gain a good com m and o f the Party Constitution, Party regulation^ 
and related m ajor policy addresses and to meet Party standards. We

w ill launch a campaign under the theme o f “ staying true to our aspi
ration and founding m ission” to enable all Party m em bers， especially;
officials at and above the county and d irector level, to arm  them- 
selves w ith the PartyJs new theories and become m ore purposeful in

w orking  tirelessly to accom plish the Party’s h istoric m ission in the
new era.

3. Training a contingent o f competent and professional officials J  
Party officia ls are a central p illa r o f  strength fo r the cause of 

our Party and country. W e must adhere to the principle o f  the Party 
supervising officials; select officia ls on the basis o f  both integrity 
and abiUty, w ith priority  given to integrity, and on the basis o f merit 
regardless o f background; and ensure that those w ho are dedicated, 
im partial, and upright should be appointed. W e m ust im plem ent in 
earnest the criteria fo r evaluating good officials.

In  selecting and appo in ting  offic ia ls, we m ust adopt the right 
approach, w ith emphasis on political perform ance. W e w ill promote 
and put in  im p ortan t positions those Party o ffic ia ls  w ho do weU 
accord ing  to the fo llow in g  criteria : T h ey m aintain  th e ir political
com m itm ent，think in  terms o f  the general picture，follow  the core
leadership o f the CPC Central Com m ittee, and act in  accordance with 
its requirements; they have full confidence in  the path, theory, system 
and culture o f socialism w ith Chinese characteristics; they uphold the 
authority o f  the Central Com m ittee and faithfully fo llow  the Party^ 
theories, lines, principles, and policies; and they are loyal to the Party, 
have m oral integrity, and demonstrate a keen sense o f  responsibility. 
W e w ill strengthen leadership teams at all levels by appointing compe
tent officials.

W e w ill take seriously the developm ent o f  specialized expertise 
and professionalism ，and enhance Party officials’ ability to meet the
requirements o f developing socialism w ith Chinese characteristics in 
the new era. We w ill w ork harder to identify prom ising young officials
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and get them w ell prepared fo r future jobs. W e w ill focus on their 
3 ractical training in local comm unities, in  w ork on the front Une, and 
L  areas where conditions are harsh, and w ork to produce a constant 
stream o f outstanding young officials w ho have passed the test o f  
practice. We w ill ensure coordinated training and selection o f female 
officials, officials from  ethnic m inorities, and non-Party officials. We 
will ensure that retired officials receive proper care.

We w ill be both strict and caring, and place equal emphasis on  
providing incentives and im posing constraints. W e w ill im prove the 
performance assessment and evaluation system fo r offic ia ls, insti-
tute incentive mechanisms and mechanisms to allow for and address

errors, and take a clear stand in  supporting officials w ho are wilUng 
to assume responsibility, w ho take a down-to-earth approach in their 
work, and who do not seek personal gain. Party organizations at every 
level should care about officials w orking at the prim ary level, and help 
solve the problems and difficulties they encounter.

People w ith talent are a strategic resource for China as it endeav
ors to achieve national rejuvenation and stay ahead in  international 
com petition. W e m ust fo llow  the princip le  o f the Party exercising 
leadership over personnel, assemble the best m inds across the land 
and draw fully on their expertise, and step up efforts to make China a 
talent-strong country.

We w ill pursue a m ore proactive, open, and effective policy on  
training competent professionals. W e should value people w ith talent, 
be adept at identifying talent, have the foresight to em ploy them , be 
earnest in keeping them, and welcome them into our ranks. This w ill 
better enable us to attract bright people from  both w ithin and outside 
the Party and both in  C hina and abroad to jo in  us in  pursuing the 
great endeavor o f the Party and the people. W e w ill encourage and 
g^de people w ith talent to w ork in  remote poor areas, border areas 
with m ainly ethnic m inority populations, and old revolutionary base 
areas, as well as in comm unities and on the front lines. W e w ill w ork 
to foster a positive environm ent in  which everyone wants, strives, and 
is able to excel themselves, and can do full justice to their talent. W ith
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二

• S^engA em ng prim ary-level Party organizations

- Par t y 〇f̂ 〇  

-search  r n s d m t e s . s r ^ l  institu ti- s ,  school,

uniting and m〇bm2ing ^  g〇Vem^
opm ent. In  doing so we J u  t  pt〇m〇tlnS re for^  and devd- 
capability o f  p rim ary level P ^  〇〇 lmpf〇vmS the organizational 
e n h a n jg  〇~ 〇-  ^  ^  ^

com m um cadng W lth, un itin&  and § the peopl ^  
encourage th e , m em befs to p lay an exempL y r〇le ?

me e t i n r m ^ r 〇T p thi r tem, 〇f ^  branch ^
and Party lectures We w ill deveT C〇mr™ tteeS, Party SrouP meetings 1
level P a X  ^  ^

:„ x °  • le m s  r s〇 m e p n m ^ - ieve ,
expand intra-Party dem ocracy at l e  n ^  We ^
m ore transparent anH u P11111̂  level, make Party affairs

participate h  Party a f f a T  〇 ^  ^  members t〇

and subm it opinions and s u g g ^ n s  to V e "  P ^ 2^ 0118 ^  next level up gg  stions to the Party organization at the

groups, and pe〇pIe w orklng k  n〇n^

R eport to the 19th  C P C  N a tio n a l Cong) 71

organizations. We w ill give m ore incentives, solicitude, and assistance 
t〇 Party members. We w ill make our guidance and m anagement o f  
Part\T members better targeted and m ore effective, and handle Party 
members who do not meet the m ark in  a prudent and orderly way.

5. W orking ceaselessly to im prove Party conduct and enforce Party 
discipline

O ur Party comes from  the people, has its roots am ong the people, 
and is dedicated to serving  the people. O nce the Party becom es 
disengaged from  the people, it w ill lose its vitality. In  im proving Party 
conduct, we must focus on m aintaining the Party’s close bond w ith  
the people, keep them firm ly  in  m ind, develop a closer affin ity w ith  
them, and keep w orking to foster stronger public support fo r the 
Party’s governance. W e m ust earnestly address all issues the people 
are strongly concerned about, and resolutely correct any behavior that 
undermines the peopled interests.

O ur Party officials should lead by example in  consolidating and 
building on the advances made in  im plem enting the central Party 
leaderships E ight Rules on im proving Party and governm ent conduct. 
We should continue to address the practice o f favoring fo rm  over 
substance, bureaucratism , hedonism , and extravagance, and oppose 
niindsets and acts o f privilege seeking. Wie w ill focus on strengthening 
the enforcement o f political and organizational discipline, and use this 
to prompt stricter observance o f discipline on upholding integrity, on  
interacting w ith the people, and regarding w ork and life.

We w ill continue to carry out criticism  and self-criticism in  keeping 
with the principle o f learning from  mistakes to prevent recurrence 
and treating the illness to save the patient. W e w ill conduct four 
forms o f oversight over discipline com pliance18, identify problem s 
early and correct them  w hile they are nascent. Party organizations  
with the pow er to supervise offic ia ls w ill be given corresponding  
power to take disciplinary action as called for, and accountability for 
overseeing compliance w ill be tightened. W e w ill raise Party members’ 
awareness o f discipline and strengthen discipline enforcem ent, and 
demand that Party members and officials hold discipline in  awe and



72 T he G overnance o f  C hina

respect, do not cross the line, and become used to w orking and hviM  
under oversight and constraints.

6. Securing a sweeping victory in  the fight against corruption  
The people resent corruption m ost; and corruption is the greatest 

threat our Party faces. We must have the resolve and tenacity to perse
vere in  the never-ending fight against corruption. O n ly  by intensifying

efforts to address both the symptoms and root causes o f comiption
- by m aking sure that officials are honest, governm ent is clean, and 
politica l affairs are handled w ith in tegrity — can we avoid history^ 
cycle o f rise and fall and ensure the long-term  stability o f  the Party 
and the country.

Currendy, the fight against corruption  remains grave and complex; 
we m ust remain as firm  as a rock in  our resolve to build on the over
w helm ing m om entum  and secure a sweeping victory. W e w ill continue 
to see that there are no no-go zones, no ground is left unturned, and 
no tolerance is shown for corruption. W e w ill im pose tight constraints, 
m aintain a tough stance and a long-term  deterrence, punish both 
those w ho take bribes and those w ho offer them, and prevent interest 
groups from  arising w ithin the Party.

W e w ill institute a system o f disciplinary inspection fo r city and 
county level Party com m ittees in  an in tensified  e ffo rt to address 
corruption  that occurs on the peopled doorsteps. W herever offend
ers may flee, they w ill be brought back and b o u g h t to justice. We 
w ill w ork fo r the adoption o f  national anti-corruption legislation and 
create a corruption  reporting p latform  that covers both disciplinary ： 
inspection com m issions and supervision agencies.

We w ill strengthen deterrence so officials do not dare to, strength- I  
en the cage o f institutions so they are unable to, and strengthen their 
vigilance so they have no desire to com m it acts o f corruption . Ouf 
poUtical environm ent wiU, through tireless efforts, Uke seas M e n  calm j 
and rivers running clear, be clean and free o f corruption.

7. Im provin g  Party and state oversight systems 

To im prove the Party’s ability to cleanse itself, it is essential that we 
strengthen Party self-supervision and subject ourselves to public over- |
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si ht We must strengthen checks on and oversight over the exercise 
of power, and ensure that power is exercised under public oversight,
〇m broad daylight, and in  an institutional cage. W e w ill strengthen top- 
down organizational oversight, im prove bottom -up dem ocratic over
sight practice peer oversight, and tighten regular supervision over 
Party5 members in positions o f leadership. W e w ill intensify poUtical 
inspection to identify problem s and ensure that deterrence w orks; 
we will establish an oversight network that facilitates coordination in  
disciplinary inspections conducted at different levels.

We w ill deepen re fo rm  o f  the n ation a l su p e rv is io n  system , 
conduct trials th roughout the country, and establish supervisory  
commissions at the national, provincial, city, and county levels, which 
will each keep their ow n identity w hile w orking  together w ith  the
Party’s disciplinary inspection com m issions as one office. T h is w ill

ensure that supervision covers everyone w orking in the public sector 
who exercises public power. A  national supervision law w ill be form u
lated. Supervisory commissions w ill be given responsibilities, powers, 
and means o f investigation in  accordance w ith the law. The practice 
of shuanggui2() w ill be replaced by detention.

We w ill reform  the auditing management system and im prove the 
statistics system. W e w ill establish an authoritative, efficient oversight 
system w ith complete coverage under the Party^ unified com m and, 
and integrate intra-Party oversight w ith  oversight by state organs, 
democratic oversight, judicial oversight, public oversight, and over
sight through public opin ion. A ll this w ill create a pow erful synergy 
for conducting oversight.

8. Strengthening every dim ension o f our ability fo r governance
To lead a large socialist country o f m ore than 1.3 b illion  people, 

°ur Party must be both politically strong and highly competent.
We should be good  at learning. W e w ill foster a strong atm o

sphere o f learning and practicing in  the Party, and bu ild  our Party 
a M arxist learning party. W e w ill nurture a love o f learning in  our 

people.
We should be good at exercising political leadership. W e should
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adopt a strategic perspective, and develop creative th ink ing  a n d  a 

dialectical approach to thinking; we should think in  terms o f the J  
o f law, and th ink about worst-case scenarios. W e should formulate 
sound Party Unes, principles, and poHcies and resolutely implemen 
them , ensuring that the Party exercises overall leadership and coordi
nates w ork in  all areas.

W e should be good reform ers and pioneers. We should be enter
prising, w ork creatively in  light o f actual conditions, and adeptly apply 
inform ation technology, including the internet, in  our w ork.

We should be good at prom oting sound developm ent. W e should 
effectively put in to  practice the new developm ent philosophy, and 
continue to break new ground in  developm ent.

We should be good at exercising law-based governance. W e will act 
m ore quickly to put in  place a system o f Party rules and regulations 
that covers all aspects o f Party leadership and Party developm ent, and 
strengthen and im prove Party leadership over bodies o f state p o w e rl

W e should be good at engaging w ith the people. W e w ill develop 
new systems, m echanism s, ways, and means fo r this w ork. We will 
urge trade unions, Chinese Com m unist Youth League organizations, 
w om ens federations, and other peopled organizations to strengthen 
the ir p o litica l consciousness, becom e m ore advanced, and better 
represent the people; to play their role as bridges lin k in g  the Party 
w ith the people; and to organize and m otivate： the people to follow 
the Party.

W e should be good at im plem enting policy. W e should be open 
and frank, take effective measures to address real issues, and seek 
good outcomes. We should be ready both to act resolutely and swiftly 
and to make sustained efforts to tackle tough issues head-on. We 
should have the perseverance to ham m er away until a task is done, 
and make concrete, meticulous, and effective efforts in  aU our work.

W e should  be go od  at m anaging risks. W e w ill im p ro ve  risk 
prevention and control mechanisms in  aU areas, skillfliUy handle vari
ous com plex issues, overcom e all difficulties and obstacles that we 
meet on our way, and keep a firm  hold on the initiative in  our work.
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Comrades,
A  great cause caUs for leadership o f a strong party. A s long as our 

Party keeps itself competent and strong, always remains true to the 
people's aspiration and works in  concert w ith the people, we can and 
wiU navigate the great ship bearing the great dream o f the Chinese 
people to conquer the waves and reach our destination.

Comrades,
The Chinese nation is a great nation; it has been through hard

ships and adversity but remains indom itable. The Chinese people are 
a great people; they are industrious and brave; and they never pause 
in the pursuit o f progress. The Com m unist Party o f China is a great 
party; it has the courage to fight and the mettle to w in.

The wheels o f history ro ll on; the tides o f the times are vast and 
mighty. H istory looks kind ly on those w ith  resolve, w ith  drive and 
ambition, and w ith plenty o f guts; it does not wait fo r the hesitant, 
the apathetic, o r those shy o f a challenge.

A ll o f us in  the Party m ust w ork  hard and live  sim ply, guard  
against arrogance and im petuosity; and lose no tim e in  progressing  
along the long march o f the new era.

We must consciously safeguard the solidarity and un ity o f the 
Party, maintain the PartyJs deep bond w ith the people, and strengthen 
the great unity o f the Chinese people o f all ethnic groups and the 
great unity o f all the sons and daughters o f the Chinese nation at 
home and abroad. W e must unite all the forces that can be united and 
work as one to progress towards the brilliant future o f national reju
venation.

A  nation w ill prosper only when its young people thrive; a country 
will be full o f hope and have a great tom orrow  only when its younger 
generations have ideals, ability, and a strong sense o f responsibility. 
The Chinese D ream  is a dream about the past, the present, and the 
foture. It  is a dream o f our generation, but even m ore so, a dream o f 
the younger generations. The Chinese D ream  o f national rejuvenation 
^iU  be realized ultim ately through the endeavors o f young people, 
generation by generation.
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A ll o f  us in  the Party should care about young people and set the 
stage fo r them  to excel. To all our young people, you should have 
firm  ideals and convictions, aim high, and have your feet firm ly 〇n the 
ground. Y ou should ride the waves o f your day; and in  the course 〇({ 
realizing the Chinese D ream , fu lfill your youthful dreams, and write 
a viv id  chapter in  your tireless endeavors to serve the interests o f the 
people.

A  just cause should be pursued for the com m on good. Rooted in a
land o f m ore than 9.6 m illion square kilometers, nourished by a culture 
o f m ore than 5,000 years, and blessed w ith the strength o f m ore than 
1.3 b illion  people, we have an infinitely vast stage o f our era, a heritaJI 
o f unmatched depth, and incom parable resolve that enable us to forge 
ahead on the road o f socialism w ith Chinese characteristics.

W e, the entire Party and the Chinese people o f all ethnic groups, 
should rally closely around the Party Central Com m ittee, and uphold 
socialism  w ith Chinese characteristics. W e should keep on working 
w ith great determ ination to accompHsh the three h istoric tasks of 
advancing m odernization, realizing China5s reunification, and preserv
ing w orld peace and p rom otin g  com m on developm ent; we should 
secure a decisive v ic to ry  in  fin ish ing  the bu ild ing  o f  a moderately 
prosperous society in  all respects, strive for the great success o f social* 
ism  w ith Chinese characteristics fo r a new era, realize the Chinese 
D ream  o f national rejuvenation, and see that our people realize their 
aspirations fo r a better life.

N o te s

1 Th is refers to C hina^ overall plan fo r build ing socialism  w ith Chinese charac
teristics, that is, to  prom ote coordinated progress in  the econom ic, political, cultural, 
social and eco-environm ental fields.

Th is refers to Chinas strategic plan fo r build ing socialism  w ith Chinese char- 
actenstics, that is, to  make com prehensive m oves to com plete a m oderately pros
perous society in  all respects, to further reform , to advance the rule o f  law, and to 
strengthen Party self-governance.
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3  ^ 5  refers to the initiative o f  build ing the Silk Road E conom ic B elt and the 
21st Century M aritim e Silk Road. It  was first proposed by X i Jin p in g  in  September 

d October 2013 during his visits to Central and Southeast A sia. -  Tr.

^  4 The united front under the leadership o f the C P C  is the broadest revolutionary, 
socialist and patriotic united front form ed by all ethnic groups, all political parties, 
111 social strata and people o f all circles in  China during the N ew  D em ocratic Revo
lution (1919-1949)> socialist construction and reform , to achieve national indepen
dence, democracy and prosperity and the rejuvenation o f  the Chinese nation. -  Tr.

5 The core socialist values: Prosperity, d e m o c ra t c ivility  and harm ony are values 
that underpin our nation; freedom , equality, justice and the rule o f  law are values
that buttress our society; patriotism , dedication, good faith and am ity are values that

underlie individual conduct.
6  This refers to an oral agreem ent reached at a N ovem ber 1992 m eeting between 

the Association fo r Relations Across the Taiw an Straits representing the m ainland 
and the Straits Exchange Foundation based in  Taiw an. The m eeting discussed how  
to express the one-China principle in  negotiations on general affairs, and agreed that 
wboth sides o f the Straits belong to China and both  sides w ill w ork together fo r the 
realization o f reunification o f  the country” .

7  It is a cherished trad ition  that enables the C P C  to  m aintain its v ita lity  and 
combat capabiUty. The C P C  has always been and wiU always be obUgated to  do ev
erything in the interests o f the people and rely on their strength, and carry out the 
principle o f ufrom  the people, to  the people^, translating its policies in to  the peo
pled conscientious action and im plem enting the mass line in  all its activities. — Tr.

8  The Three G uidelines fo r E th ical Behavior and Three Basic Rules o f Conduct
require all officials to be strict w ith  themselves in  self-cultivation, in  the exercise o f 
power, and in  self-discipline, and act in  good  faith when perform ing offic ia l duties, 
undertaking initiatives, and interacting w ith others.

The E ight Rules were set by the Political Bureau o f the 18th C P C  Central Com - 
tnittee to urge all officials to  im prove their ways o f  doing things and m aintain close 
ties with the people. They are sum m arized as follow s: im proving investigation and 
fact-finding trips, stream lining m eetings and other activities, reducing docum ents 

briefings, standardizing arrangements fo r visits abroad, im proving security p ro 
cedures, im proving news reports, im posing restrictions on publishing w ritings, and 
practicing diligence and frugality.

This refers to keeping to the socialist road and upholding the people s dem o
cratic dictatorship, the leadership o f the C P C , and M arxism -Leninism  and M ao Ze- 
d〇ng Thought.

Mao Zedong T hought has always been the fundam ental gu iding thought o f  
CPC. It  is a series o f theoretical sum m arizations and conclusions that Chinese 

Communists represented by M ao Z ed on g drew  from  their unique experience in
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C h in a^ revolution  and developm ent in  accordance w ith the basic tenets o f Marx- 

ism . I t  includes correct theories, principles and systems o f  scientific th inking 〇n 
C hina^ revolution and developm ent w hich have been attested by facts. It  is the crys- 
tallization o f the collective w isdom  o f  the C P C , and the principal proponent is Mao 
Zedong. — Tr.

1 2  D eng X iaop in g  T h eory is an im portant com ponent o f  the system o f theorici 
o f Chinese socialism , and a guiding thought o f the CP C . F or the first tim e, Deng 
X iao p in g  T h e o ry  system atically answered a series o f  basic questions concerning
the building o f socialism in economically and culturally backward China, and the
consolidation and developm ent o f  socialism  there. The principal proponent is Deng 
Xiaoping. — Tr.

1 3  The T h eory o f Three Represents is a m ajor com ponent o f  the system o f the
ories o f  Chinese socialism , and a guiding thought o f the CPC. T h is theory empha
sizes that the C P C  m ust always represent the requirem ents fo r developing China^ 
advanced productive forces, the orientation  o f  C h in a^ advanced culture, and the 
fundam ental interests o f the overw helm ing m ajority o f  the Chinese people. The 
principal proponent is Jiang Zem in. -  Tr.

1 4  The Scientific O u tlo o k  on D evelopm ent is an im portant com ponent o f the 
system o f theories o f  Chinese socialism , and a guiding thought o f  the C P C . It  gives 
top  p rio rity  to  developm ent, puts people first and seeks all-round , balanced and 
sustainable developm ent w ith  a holistic approach. The principa l p roponent is Hu 
Jintao. -  Tr.

^  The Tw o Centenary G oals were put fo rth  by the C P C  at its 18th National 
Congress in  N ovem ber 2012 fo r b u ild ing  socialism  w ith  Chinese characteristics. 
The two goals are to com plete a m oderately prosperous society in  all respects by the 
centenary o f  the C P C  (founded in  1921) and to build China in to  a m odern socialist ? 
country that is prosperous, strong, dem ocratic, culturally advanced, and harmonious 
by the centenary o f  the PR C  (founded in  1949). The C P C  drew  up a development I
plan fo r the new era at its 19th N ational Congress. In  the first stage from  2020 to 
2035, we w ill build on the foundation o f  the m oderately prosperous society w ith a 
further 15 years o f  hard w ork to see that socialist m odernization is basically realized I  
In  the second stage from  2035 to the m iddle o f the 21st century, having achieved I  
basic m odem ization，we w ill w ork hard fo r a further 15 years and develop Chin* | 
in to  a great m odern socialist country that is prosperous, strong, dem ocratic, cultur- ： 

ally advanced, harm onious, and beautiful.

1 6  The three-step strategic plan fo r m odernization refers to C h ina^ development 
strategy fo r rea lizing in itia l m odernization in  three steps. T he 13th C P C  National 
Congress in  O cto b e r 1987 put fo rth  d oub ling  the 1980 G N P  by the end o f  the 
1980s and ensuring that the people w ould have adequate food and clothing as the 
first step; d oub ling  the 1990 G N P  by the end o f  the 20th century and ensuring
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1 ,  a moderately prosperous Ufe as the second step; and increasing the per 
A ^ Pe〇GPN P  1- f t o  th a to f Id e r a te ly  developed countries, ensunng the peop e a 
X v e b  affluent Ufe, and reaUzing basic m odernization by the m iddle o f the 21st

Cen^ ^ e  Five Principles o f Peaceful Coexistence are the principles o f m utual re-
⑽ ct for each other's territoria l integrity and soverei㈣ ，m utual non-aggre细

P i nn interference in  each other's in ternal affairs, equality and cooperation  
咖 c咖 狐 e. F麵 M ▲ ㈣ - 一 ㈣

delegates o f the Chinese governm ent and the Ind ian  governm ent held negouaaons 
on China-India relations concerning the T ib et region o f China. O n  D ecem ber 31, 
1953 the first day o f the negotiations, Chinese Prem ier Z h o u  E n l^  met 
delegation from  In d ia , and first put forw ard the Five P nnciples o f Peaceful C o 
existence. Later, the five principles were o ffic ia lly  w ritten in to  the P -a m b le  to the 
Agreement on Trade and Intercourse Between the T ib et Region Chln^  and 1  ,
D uring his visit to In d ia  and Burm a (M yanm ar) in  June 1954, Z h o u  E n la i issued 
joint declarations w ith Indian Prim e M inister Jawaharlal N ehru  and Burm ese Pnm e 
Minister U  N u  successively, advocating the estabUshment o f  the Five Pnnciples o f 
Peaceful Coexistence as the basic norm  governing relations between states. -  ir .

1 8  The four form s are: (1) criticism  and self-criticism  m eetings and oral and w rit
ten inquiries w hich are to be conducted regularly, to  ensure that those w ho have 
committed m inor m isconduct are made to -flu sh  and sweat", be embarrassed and
ashamed o f themselves; (2 ) light penalties and m inor organizational adjustments to 
official positions, w hich are to be appUed in  the m ajority o f cases; (3 ) heavy penal
ties and m ajor adjustments to offic ia l positions, w hich are to be applied in  a s 
number o f cases; and (4 ) investigation and prosecution, w hich are to be undertaken 
in a very small num ber o f cases in vo lvin g  serious violations o f discipUne and sus- 

pected crim inal activity.
1 9  In  a conversation w ith  M ao Z ed on g d uring a v is it to Yan an in  Ju ly  1 9 4 ，

Huang Yanpei, a prom inent non-Party individual, expressed the hope that the go\ 
emment to be estabUshed by the C P C  w ould b ring an end to the cycle o f nse an 
fall characteristic o f  governm ents in  Chinese history. M ao Zedong replied that t e 
CPC had found a new path to break this cycle, and that the new path was dem oc
racy. O n ly under pubUc scrutiny, w ill a governm ent be clean and efficient; on ly when
everyone takes responsibility, w ill good govem ance prevaiL

2 0  A  form  o f intra-Party disciplinary action that requires a Party m em ber under 
investigation to  cooperate w ith questioning at a designated place and a designated 
to e . -  Tr.
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Characteristics for a N ew  Era



New Requirements for Chinese Socialism 

in the New Era*

October 25y 2017

We should fu lly  understand the new requirem ents o f  socia l
ism w ith Chinese characteristics in  the new era, and constantly  
strengthen all undertakings o f the Party and the state. This new era 
will have an im portant historic bearing on C hina?s future. Since the 
18th CPC N ational Congress in  2012, based on the great achieve
ments made after the founding o f the PRC in 1949, and especially 
after the launch o f the reform  and opening-up policy in  1978, China 
has reached a new historic starting point, and Chinese socialism  has 
entered a new stage. This demonstrates that we are m oving on from  
the first to the second o f the Tw o Centenary G oals. Prospects are 
looking bright for our tasks o f achieving m oderate prosperity in  all 
respects, accelerating the drive fo r socialist m odernization, and real
izing national rejuvenation, and they are also placing a demand on us 
for more efforts.

O n this new journey, all our Party mem bers m ust keep abreast 
with the new requirements o f the new era, im prove our capacity for 
strategic, innovative and dialectical thinking, bear in  m ind the rule o f  
W  and our principles, take a holistic, forw ard-looking and innovative 
aPpr〇ach to w ork, and better understand the changing domestic and 
international situation. W e must put into practice the Party’s theories， 
A delin es, principles and policies — especially the guidelines, devel- 
°pnient strategies and policy measures established at the 19th CPC  
National Congress, prom ote the great cause o f Chinese socialism and

Part of the speech at the First Plenary Session of the 19th CPC Central Committee.
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the great project o f strengthening the Party, and unite all the Chin J 
people and lead them to strive fo r a m oderately prosperous s 〇cietv 

and a m odern socialist country in  all respects.
Fully Implement the Thought on Socialism with 

Ghinese Gharacteristics for a New Era*

October 25, 2017

We must ensure that the T h o u g h t on Socialism  w ith  Chinese 
Characteristics for a N ew  E ra  and its basic principles are fully im ple
mented, so as to raise the level o f understanding o f M arxism  w ithin  
the whole Party. T he thought and its basic p rincip les have com e 
neither from  thin air nor subjective assumptions. They are the results 
of the rigorous theoretical quest o f the Party and the Chinese people 
since the 18th CPC N ational Congress in  2012, based on our Party’s 
innovation in theory and practice since the founding o f the PRC in  
1949 and particularly since the launch o f re form  and opening up 
in 1978. They therefore represent a crystallization  o f the creative 
wisdom o f our Party and the people. A s the saying goes，“ Forever 
green is the tree o f life .>, A  theory can on ly find its insp iration  in  
the richness and vibrancy o f real life  and in  the practical need to 
resolve social problem s. O n  ou r journey in  the new era, all Party 
members should com bine theory w ith practice, that is, linking  theo
retical study closely w ith  the h istoric  changes in  the undertakings 
o f the Party and the state, w ith the new realities o f Chinese social
ism in the new era, w ith the great changes in the principal problem s 
confronting our society, and w ith the w ork required to fu lfill the Two 
centenary Goals. To achieve this, we must consciously guide practice 
with theory and ensure that all aspects o f our w ork better conform  
t〇 the demands o f objective and scientific laws. In  this way, we w ill 
constantly enhance o u r capacity to  upho ld  and develop Chinese

Part of the speech at the First Plenary Session of the 19th CPC Central Committee.
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socialism in  the new era, and turn our Party^s theories in to  a p〇Wer
force fo r us to realize the Tw o Centenary Goals and the Chinese 

D ream  o f national rejuvenation.
New Era, New Initiatives, New Achievements*

October 25, 2017

The First Plenary Session o f the 19th CPC Central Com m ittee has 
just elected a new central leadership. I  was re-elected general secretary 
of the Central Com m ittee. I  see this as approval o f m y w ork, and a 
spur to further endeavors.

Now, I  wish to present to you the other six Standing Com m ittee 
members elected at the session: L i Keqiang, L i Zhanshu, W ang Yang, 
Wang Huning, Zhao Leji and H an Zheng. A m ong them , L i Keqiang 
was a member o f the Political Bureau Standing Com m ittee o f the 
18th CPC Central C om m ittee, and the other five colleagues were 
members o f the Political Bureau o f the 18th CPC Central Com m ittee. 
You can learn m ore about them from  the media. So I  have no need to 
elaborate.

Here on behalf o f the newly-elected central leadership, I  wish to 
extend our heartfelt thanks to all the members o f the Party for the 
great trust they have placed in  us. W e w ill w ork diligendy to carry out 
our duties, fu lfill our m ission and m erit their trust.

O ver the past five years, we have set out a broad agenda. Some 
^sks have been completed while others need further w ork. This Party 
congress has set new goals and new tasks; we must make coordinated 
efforts to see them through.

Follow ing decades o f  hard w ork, socialism  w ith  Chinese char- 
cteristics has entered a new era. In  this new context, we must take 

〇n a new im age, and m ore im p ortan tly , achieve greater success, 
com ing five years between the 19th and the 20th CPC national

A  卞 1 〇f speech at the press conference by members of the Standing Committee of 
e Political Bureau of the 19th CPC Central Committee.
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congresses are a period in  w hich the timeframes o f  the Tw o Centc- i 

nary Goals w ill converge. W e must deliver the First Centenary Goal； 
we must also em bark on the journey towards the Second Centenary 

G oal. A s I  look ahead to the next five years, I  see several important 
junctures.

In  2018 we w ill m ark the 40th  anniversary o f  the launch of 
reform  and opening up. R eform  and opening up is a crucial move 
that is shaping C hina^ future. Forty years o f reform  and opening up 
has made it possible for our people to lead decent, com fortable lives. 
Review ing our experience and build ing on a strong m om entum , we 
w ill continue to m odernize the state governance system and capac
ity, achieve deeper all-round re form , and open China still w ider to 
the w orld. We w ill see that reform  and opening up com plem ent and 
reinforce each other. It  is m y conviction that the rejuvenation o f the 
Chinese nation w ill becom e a reality in  the course o f  re form  and 
opening up.

In  2019, we w ill celebrate the 70th anniversary o f the founding 
o f the PRC . W e w ill act on the new developm ent philosophy, and 
strive for sustained and healthy econom ic grow th that benefits people 
in  China and all around the w orld. W e w ill continue our efforts to 
accom plish all the tasks laid down in  the 13th Five-year Plan, develop 
a new b lueprin t fo r C hina s future, and see all ou r endeavors bear 
fru it. These efforts w ill contribute towards asmore prosperous and 
stronger People’s Republic.

In  2 0 20 , we w ill achieve m oderate p ro sp e rity  in  a ll respects 
throughout the country. Th is is a society to be enjoyed by each and 
every one o f us. O n  the m arch towards com m on prosperity, no one 
w ill be left behind. W e w ill m obilize  the w hole Party and the w hok 
country in  the resolute push to deliver on our pledge — eradicating 
poverty in  China. The aspiration o f the people to live a better life f 
m ust always be the focus o f our efforts. W e must rem ain committed 
to the people-centered ph ilosophy o f  developm ent, strive to guar- I 
antee and im prove liv in g  standards, make steady progress towards I 
enhancing our peopled sense o f  gain, happiness and security, and |
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reaUze comm on prosperity fo r aU our people. I  have no doubt that 
our peopled lives w ill further im prove year after year.

In  2021, we w ill m ark the centenary o f the C PC . F or the Party 
that champions the cause o f lasting prosperity o f the Chinese nation, 
this centenary sees us in  the prim e o f life . A s the w o rld 5s largest 
poUtical party, the CPC m ust behave in  a way com m ensurate w ith  
its status. H istory makes it abundantly clear that our Party is equally 
capable o f leading the people to spearhead a great social revolution  
and engaging in significant self-reform . W e, as its m em bers, must 
always be youthful in  spirit, and forever be the servant o f the people, 
the vanguard o f the times, and the backbone o f our nation. Exercis
ing full and rigorous governance over the Party is a journey to which 
there is no end. W e should never entertain the idea o f slow ing our 
pace or halting our step fo r a break; rather, we m ust continue to rid  
ourselves o f any contam inant that erodes the Party s fabric, make 
great efforts to foster a healthy po litica l environm ent o f integrity, 
and generate waves o f positive energy throughout our Party, which 
build to a m ighty nationwide force driving China?s developm ent and
progress.

The CPC and the Chinese people have gone through trials and 
tribulations. These experiences have taught us that peace is precious 
and developm ent m ust be valued. W ith  confidence and pride, the 
Chinese people w ill be steadfast in  uphold ing ou r country s sover
eignty, security and developm ent interests. W e w ill also w ork w ith  
other nations to bu ild  a g lobal com m unity o f  shared future, and 

a new and greater contribu tion  to the noble cause o f peace
and developm ent for all hum anity.

The people are the creators o f history. It  is to them  that we owe 
aU our achievements. A s long as we keep close ties w ith the people 
and rely 〇n them , we can and w ill have boundless strength to forge 
ahead whatever the circumstances.

As a Chinese saying goes, it is better to see once than to hear a 
hundred times. W e encourage m em bers o f the media to v is it and see 
m〇re o f China. W e hope that after this congress, you w ill continue
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to foUow China's developm ent and changes, and acquaint y o u r s e lv e ,  

w it and re p o rt on m ore dim ensions o f  C hina. W e do not need. -------- ---- wc uo not need
lavish pra1Se from  o th e r , B ut we do w elcom e objective rep 〇 f J  
and constructive 二 ：一 ................. .and constructive suggestions, fo r this is our m otto , «N o t bent J
praise fo r its bright colors, but on leaving its fragrance to all.” 1 “

Notes

' Wang M an: <<Ink P W '  (Mo Mei). Wang Mian (1310-1359) was a painter and 
poe o the Yuan Dynasty. The all讎 n in the poem  is t〇 appredate 促喂如 ^

qualiaes rather than their looks, and President Xi was indicating that while China 
seeks no flattery, lt expects honest and balanced reporting -  Tr. 1

Continue the Great Historic Struggle*

January 5y 2018

CPC Central Com m ittee m em bers and principal officials at the 
provincial and m inisterial level are critical to the sound developm ent 
of our Party and good governance o f the country. W e officials must 
raise our political awareness, adopt a historic perspective, reinforce  
theoretical reflection, th ink in  term s o f the broader picture, enrich 
our knowledge and intellectual attainments, and keep to a problem - 
oriented approach, so as to see and understand m ajor theoretical and
practical issues from  a broader perspective that takes into  consider
ation both history and the present, the international and dom estic 
situation, and theory and practice. B y doing so, we w ill be able to 
consistendy uphold and develop socialism  w ith Chinese characteris
tics, advance the great new project o f strengthening our Party, stay 
alert against peril, and guard against risks and challenges. T im e waits 
for no one. We w ill race against time to unite the w hole Party and the 
whole people on the gu id ing principles o f  the 19th C PC  N ational 
Congress, and p oo l all our strength to achieve the goals and tasks 
set at this congress, striving to break new ground fo r socialism w ith  
Chinese characteristics in  the new era.

Socialism w ith Chinese characteristics in  the new era is both a
result and the continuation o f  the great social revolu tions o f the 
Chinese people led by the C P C . W e m ust carry it forw ard . B oth  
history and reality have shown to us that any social revolution requires

Main points of the speech at the opening ceremony of a study session on X i Jinping 
〇f on Socialism with Chinese Characteristics for a New Era and the guiding principles 

e 19th CPC National Congress. Members and alternate members of the newly elected 
entral Committee and principal officials at the provincial and ministerial level attended 

me session.
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a long process to achieve the final victory. W e can grasp the essence 
o f m any problem s only by looking back over the path we have taken, 
com paring it w ith  other paths, lo o k in g  to the road ahead, and bv 
understanding where we came from  and where we are going.

Chinese socialism  did not drop  from  the sky, but has stemmed! 
from  40 years o f reform  and opening up and nearly 70 years o f explo
ration since the founding o f the PRC in  1949. It  is the result o f the 
Chinese people’s experiences during 97 years o f great social revolu
tions under the leadership o f the CPC founded in 1921. It  is the result 
o f m ore than 170 years o f historical progress since 1840 during which 
the Chinese nation has evolved from  decline to prosperity. It  is the 
bequest and development o f the Chinese civilization in  the past 5,000 
years o r m ore. It is a valuable result o f the painstaking efforts made by 
our Party and the people at great cost. It  is a hard-won achievement. I

The success o f scientific socialism in China is o f great significance 
for M arxism , scientific socialism, and socialism across the w orld. The 
19th CPC N ational Congress reached a m ajor political conclusion that 
socialism w ith Chinese characteristics has entered a new era. W e must 
realize that this era is one fo r socialism w ith Chinese characteristics, 
not fo r some other models. It  is fundam ental that the Party uphold 
Chinese socialism so as to realize its historic m ission in  the new era. ^

To remain true to our original aspiration and founding m ission, we 
must never forget that we are Com m unists and revolutionaries and we 
must never lose our revolutionary spirit. The successes o f yesterday do 
not guarantee future successes, and the glories o f the past do not guar
antee glories in  the future. W e are like examinees sitting the tests posed 
by this era, and the people w ill review our results. To achieve prosper
ity, enduring peace and stability o f the Party and the country, all Party 
members should keep their revolutionary spirit and maintain the cour
age to carry forward the 97-year social revolution. W e should neither 
get lost in the pride o f victory, nor rest on achievements, nor retreat 
from  difficulties. W e should strive to make socialism  w ith Chinese 
characteristics demoristrate m ore pow erfol and convincing truth.

O u r Party m ust have the courage to carry out self-reform  and
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„ ctroneer in  o rd er to  u p h o ld  and develop Chinese social- 
beC°"1the new era. To have the courage to carry out self-reform  and 
c^d u ct strict self-governance is the m ost distinctive characteristic o 
our Party, and strict governance o f the Party is a perm anent feature 
The great new project o f strengthening our Party in  the new era wdl 
nlav a decisive role in  re a d in g  our country's great cause and dream. 
In the new era, our Party must prom ote the social revolution it leads,
and build itself into a vibrant M arxist ru ling  party that is always at

the forefront o f the times, enjoys the wholehearted support o f the
people, has the courage to reform  itself, and is able to withstand a 
tests. This is not only an objective requirem ent for our Party to lead 
the people in advancing this social revolution, but also an innate need 
of our Party, which is a M arxist party, to strengthen and develop itself.

We must see that the arduous task o f securing a decisive victory  
in building a m oderately prosperous society in  all respects and the 
historic mission o f reaUzing the Chinese D ream  o f national rejuvena
tion have placed unprecedented chaUenges and new demands on our 
Party. The various factors that weaken the Party's progressive nature
and integrity are very dangerous and destructive. This drives the need

to push forward the great new project o f strengthening the Party in 
the new era. O u r Party should consoUdate its foundations, innovate in 
a pioneering spirit, grasp key issues, and judge from  the overall situa- 
tion, especially in  a spirit o f thorough self-reform .

O ne can draw  lessons from  h is to ry  by studying failures and
successes o f the past. In  tim es o f success, it is not easy to guard 
against potential dangers and m aintain the hard-w orking and m oti
vated spirit our Party had in  the early days o f the PRC , o r to remain
modest and frugal and stay true to our original aspiration after com ing

into p〇Wer. N either is it easy to exercise strict discipHne on officials 
and prevent and fight corruption in  times o f peace, nor to follow  the
tide o f tb

of the

e times and respond to the wishes o f the people at junctures 
significant change. T o rem ain as the vanguard and the backbone 

nation, and a M arxist ru ling party, our Party must always hold
itself to the highest standards.
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To strengthen the Party, we must focus on key senior officials. J
C P C  Central Com m ittee m em bers and principal officials at the 

provincial and m inisterial level must be true believers o f the ideals of 
com m unism  and socialism w ith Chinese characteristics. A t the same 
tim e, they should also be faithful practitioners o f these ideals.

They must be politically upright and embrace the Four Conscious
nesses1. These require that they m ust adhere to correct political 
stance, direction, path, and principles; they must uphold the author
ity o f the Party5s central leadership, follow  its political guideline, and 
strietdy observe its political discipline and rules.

T h ey m ust develop a stronger sense o f responsibility, adopt a 
correct view  o f their achievements, seek truth, and be dow n to earth. 
They should w ork tenaciously to be tru ly responsible to history and 
the people.

They must be highly com petent, continue to acquire new knowl
edge, understand new fields, open up new h orizon s, and improve 
capabilities in  leadership and governance in  all respects.

They m ust be strictly disciplined in  conduct, bear the people in 

m ind, and make fact-finding trips and profound analysis. In  this way 
they w ill enhance their political caliber and w ork competence while 
serving the people w holeheartedly; they m ust expand their vision, 
enrich their w ork experience, and better com bine theory w ith practice 
w hile learning sincerely from  the people; thqy should conduct self
questioning, self-criticism , and self-education w hile listening to the 
voice o f the people and accepting public scrutiny. That is to say, they 
should im prove themselves while serving the people, and continuously 
oppose the practice o f favoring fo rm  over substance，bureaucratism，

hedonism ，and extravagance.
O fficials must practice the Three Guidelines fo r Ethical Behavior 

and Three Basic Rules o f Conduct at w ork, as w ell as in  their daily 

life. Furtherm ore, they should turn  the practice in to  a habit. T h ey  

should enhance m orality and self-cultivation, take the lead in  p r〇m〇t- 
ing  the core socialist values, discern between righ t and w rong  
between good and evil, develop healthy pursuits, and keep up w ith the
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, U s  o f clean governance and self-discipline, so that they

^  nt in m ind and deed and observe rules and principles. AU
P—  m〇ral *  b elng se lf-d .apH ned

〇n smaU mattefs and — y o p p o ^ ^
orivilege so that they wiU develop a habit o f w orking and Hving under 
supervision and restraint, and becom e strictly disapU ned in  their

conduct.
P re p a re  in  advance against the unexpected, w hich is a basic 

principle 〇f  governing a country/52 A t present, China is in  a period  
of promising historic opportunities. The overaU prospects for devd^ 
opment are good, but the road ahead w ill not be sm ooth. The m ore 
our country achieves, the m ore prudent and prepared we should be, 
as though walking on thin ice, in  order to avoid m aking strategic or 
fatal mistakes. In  the face o f a confusing and changing Internationa 
landscape, a complex and sensitive neighboring environm ent, and t e 
formidable tasks o f reform , developm ent and m aintaining stability at 
home, we must take the precaution o f guarding against risks, w  e 
adopting effective measures to address and resolve them  when t ey 
arise. We must be fully prepared and make proactive strategic moves 
to convert danger into safety and adversity into opportunity. We 
continue the great historic struggle w ith many new features, prep
to overcome all difficulties and obstacles， and match forw afd towaf s

the great goals set by our Party.

Notes

i This refers to maintaining political commitment， thinking in terms o f the g

eral picture, follow ing the core leadership o f the C P C  Central Com m ittee, and act- 

^8  in accordance w ith its requirem ents.
2 W u Jing; G overnance o f the Zhenguan Period {Zhen G uar, Z heng Yao). W u  Jin g  (670- 

^^9) was a historian and offic ia l o f the Tang Dynasty.



Broader Dimensions for Marxism in 

Contemporary China and the 21st Century*

May 4, 2018

s o J o f  ZCJS P a f t y  a f m e d  ^  M a fX iS m ； M a ™  ^  theul o f the ideals and convictions o f Chinese Com m unists. In  1938 
M ao Zedong noted that «〇 ur Party's fighting capacity w ill be mud

WC 〇nC 〇f h u n d fe d  C 〇 m rades ^  ^  g ^ s p  of

a „d T rh； u 3 > m ^  18 SySt£matiC ^  ^  f— ^

to J o t  ? t〇fy 〇Uf Party SH〇WS thefe iS a feaSOn fo r its to grow  stronger despite all difficulties -  it has always p rodded  st J

aPs to〇hav r d T f 〇 T Cal ^ kS membefS and 〇fficials>50
3 Stt〇ng ㈣ ，C〇〇rdmated acti〇n, and ㈣

stabmtvPfr ent，thC f〇rmidable tasks o f  developm ent ad

In d IT ；  rnUty ^  〇f Pr〇blemS  ̂ dsks> and chaJJen^
w in th  CS S 〇f 8〇VernanCe o f the country are all unprecedented. To 
wm the c o m p e ^v e  edge, seize the initiative^ and secure our futur,
we must keep ^ p ro v in g  〇 ur ability to apply M arxism  to analyze and 
esolve pracacal problem s and our abiHty to utilize scientific Lones

o v e fc o tr  m uing mai〇f ^ ^ ^ d in g  m ajor risk.
m g m = 〇r 〇  Stades，and resolving  m ajor problem s. In  this

c l T f T  rT \  〇n 3nd ded ^  a ^  〇f i— s facing
Chinas future development from  a broader and longer-term  perspec
tive and st h beIief ^  M arx.sm ^  ^  .deais 〇f c 〇 m P J ^

has been 170 years since the publication  o f  M an ifesto  o f  thi

* Part o f the speech at the ceremony commemorating the bicentenary of the birthKarl Marx.
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C o m m u n i s t  Party, d u rin g  w hich  tim e earthshaking changes have 
occurred in human society. However, on the whole, the general prin
ciples which M arxism  sets forth  are still entirely valid . W e need to 
uphold and apply the w orldview s and m ethodologies o f dialectical 
and historical materialism. W e need to uphold and apply the M arx
ist stance, view point and m ethodology. W e need to uphold and apply 
Marxist views on the m ateriality o f  the w orld and the law govern
ing its developm ent, the natural and h istoric significance o f social 
development and related laws, human em ancipation, the full and free 
development o f every individual, and the essence o f knowledge and 
its development. In  this light, we need to uphold and apply M arxist 
views on practice, the people, class, developm ent, and contradictions, 
and truly master and apply well these key skills.

A ll our Party members, especially officials at all levels, must study 
harder M arxism -Leninism , M ao Zedong T hought, D eng X iaop in g  
Theory, the Theory o f Three Represents, the Scientific O u tlook  on  
Development, and the Thought on Socialism  w ith Chinese Charac
teristics for a New  Era. W e must study these in  a thorough, painstak
ing, and assiduous way, and apply them to problem s and reality, so as 
to better transform  such ideas and theories into a material force for 
understanding and changing the w orld. W e Com m unists m ust take 
reading M arxist classics and understanding M arxist principles as a way 
°f life and an intellectual pursuit, and apply the classics to foster our 
integrity, temper our way o f thinking, broaden our horizon , and guide 
〇ur practice.

A  rational approach is needed to study theories. Engels once 
pointed out, uM arx5s whole way o f thinking [Auffassungsweise] is not 
so much a doctrine as a m ethod. It  provides, not so much ready-made 
dogmas, as aids to further investigation and the m ethod fo r such inves- 
% ation.”2 He also noted that theories are “ a historical product，which 
at different times assumes very different form s and，therew ith，very  
Afferent contents/53 The basic principles o f scientific socialism cannot 
be discarded; once discarded it w ould cease to be socialism. Likewise， 
scientific socialism is not a fixed dogma. I  once said that the sweeping
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social changes that China is undergoing are not sim ply the extensi(n| 

o f Chinas historical and cultural experiences, the repetition o f social, 
ist practices o f other countries, o r the duplication o f modernization 

endeavors elsewhere, nor can they be readily slotted into  the temp J  

devised by earUer w riters o f M arxist classics. There is no orthodoi 

fixed version o f socialism . A  blueprint w ill becom e a bright reality

only when we com bine the basic principles o f scientific socialism with

China s realities, historical and cultural traditions, and contemporarv 
needs, and constantly analyze and summarize the lessons gained from 
our practice.

The lifeline o f a theory lies in  innovation, and it is a sacred duty of 
Chinese Com m unists to develop M arxism . W e need to use Marxisn 
to observe and decipher the w orld today and lead us through it, and 
develop it in  dynamic and abundant practice in  contem porary Chini 
W e should learn from  all the achievements o f hum an civilization with
an extensive view. To outdo ourselves we need to protect our founda
tions while innovating, and learn w idely from  the strengths o f others 
to im prove ourselves. Finally, we need to have a deeper understanding 
o f  governance by a com m unist party, the developm ent o f  socialism, 
and the evolution o f hum an society, and open up new prospects f〇f 
the developm ent o f  M arxism  in  contem porary C hina and the 21st 
century.

N o te s

Mao Zedong: “The Role o f  the Chinese Communist Party in the Nation^
W ar , S e le c te d  W o r k s  o f  M a o  Z e d o n g , V o l. I I ,  Eng. ed., Foreign Languages Press, Bei

jing, 1965, p. 209.

Frederick Engels: To W erner Som bart>,, K a r l  M a r x  F r e d e r ic k  A n g e ls :  C o lle c t^  

W o r k s , V o l. 50, Eng. ed., Progress Publishers, M oscow, 1979, p. 461.

Frederick Engels: D ialectics o f  N ature^, K a r l  M a r x  ( ^ F r e d e r ic k  A n g e ls :  C o lk c t^  

W o r k s , V o l. 25, E ng. ed., Progress Publishers, M oscow, 1979, p. 338.

Focus on Our Tasks -  Bear in Mind the National 

Goal and Changing Conditions*

May 21 y 2019

I have often said that leading officials should have two factors in  
mind: One is the strategic goal o f achieving national rejuvenation, the 
other is the w orld experiencing a level o f change unseen in  a century. 
This is the prerequisite to planning our work.

China is still in an im portant period o f strategic opportunities, but
the international situation is becoming increasingly com plex. We must

be clearly aware o f the long-term  and com plicated factors both at 
home and abroad that w ill hinder our developm ent, and thus be well 
prepared for various difficulties. P roperly com pleting our ow n tasks 
is the most im portant thing. W e should conduct in-depth research 
and prepare coordinated plans before pressing forw ard w ith reform , 
development and social stability in  a balanced m anner, and be fully 
prepared and m ore proactive to accom plish our tasks.

! Part o f the speech at the Seminar on Promoting the Rise o f Central China.
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Speech at the Celebration o f the 70th 

Anniversary o f the Founding o f the PRC

October 1，2019

C om patriots,
Com rades and friends,

W e are gathered here today fo r a grand rally to celebrate the 70th

anniversary o f  the fou n d in g  o f  the P eople’s R epublic  o f  China.
For the Chinese people o f  all ethnic groups and Chinese sons and 
daughters at hom e and abroad, this is a jo yfu l m om ent. We take 
pride in  and give our best wishes to our great m otherland.

H ere on behalf o f  the C P C  C entral C om m ittee, the National
People’s Congress (N P C ), the State C ouncil, the Chinese People’s 
Political Consultative Conference (CPPCC) and the Central Military
C om m ission , I  pay the h ighest tribu te  to all re vo lu tio n a ry  fore
fathers and m artyrs fo r the ir feats in  pursu ing national indepen
dence and liberation  o f  the people, and in  creating a prosperous 
and strong country, and a better life fo r the .people. I  extend warm 
congratulations to the Chinese people o f  all ethnic groups and all 
fellow  Chinese at hom e and abroad, and express heartfelt gratitude 
to friends around the w orld fo r their support to China.

Seventy years ago on this day, M ao Z edong solem nly declared 
here to the w orld that the People’s Republic o f  China was founded 
and the Chinese people had stood up. This great event put an end to 
C hinas m isery born  o f  poverty, weakness, oppression and humili* 
ation over m ore than 100 years since the advent o f  m odern times. 
The Chinese nation has since em barked on the path o f realizing its 
great rejuvenation.

O v e r the past seven decades, th rou gh  concerted e ffo rts  afld
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arduous struggle，the C hinese peop le ’s great achievem ents have

azed the w orld. Today, a sociaUst China is standing firm  in  the 
East N o force can ever underm ine ou r great m otherland^ status, 
or stop the Chinese people and the Chinese nation from  m arching

forward.
Comrades and friends,
O n our journey forw ard, we m ust uphold the C PC  s leadership, 

ensure that the people are the masters o f  the country, stay on the 
path o f sociaUsm w ith Chinese characteristics, and fu lly im plem ent
the Party’s underlying theories，basic guidelines， and fundamental

principles. We must strive to constantly meet the peopled desire for 
a better life and reach new and historic heights.

On our journey forward， we must uphold the principles of

peaceful reunification  and uone country, tw o systems , m aintain  
lasting prosperity and stability in  H on g  K on g  and M acao, prom ote  
the peaceful developm ent o f  cross-Straits relations, unite all Chinese 
sons and daughters, and continue to strive fo r com plete reunifica
tion o f the m otherland.

O n our journey forw ard , we w ill stay on the path o f  peaceful 
development and pursue a m utually beneficial strategy o f opening
up. We w ill continue to w ork w ith people from  all countries to joint-

ly build a global com m unity o f shared future.
The Chinese Peopled L iberation A rm y and the People s A rm ed  

Police Force should forever preserve their nature, purpose and char
acter as the forces o f the people, resolutely safeguard the country^ 
sovereignty, security and developm ent interests, and firm ly  uphold  
world peace.

Comrades and friends,
C hina5s past m ade its m ark on  hum an h is to ry ; C h ina s pres- 

ent is be ing  created by the hands o f  hundreds o f  m illio n s  o f  
Chinese people; C h ina^ future w ill be even brighter. A ll m em bers 
°f the Party, the armed forces and the people o f all ethnic groups 
should unite closer, stay true to our original aspiration and found-
lng m ission，and continue to consolidate and develop our People’s

Speech a t the Celebration o f the 7 0 th  A n n iversa ry  o f the F ounding o f the P R C  101
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Republic. W e should continue to enhance our efforts to achieve ^  
Tw o Centenary G oals and to realize the Chinese D ream  o f national 
rejuvenation.

Long  live the great People’s Republic o f China!
Long  live the great Com m unist Party o f China!
Long live the great Chinese people!

Ovcrstll CPC Leadership



Strengthen Commitment to the Four 

Consciousnesses, the Four-Sphere Confidence, 

and the Two Upholds*

O c to b e r  2 5 ,  2 0 1 7 - M a y  3 1 ,  2 0 1 9

Political leadership is crucia l to the C P C  C entral C om m ittee’s 
authority and its centralized, unified leadership. W hen  we assess the 
caliber and capabilities o f  Party m em bers and offic ia ls, especially 
those in high positions, we w ill judge in  the first place w hether they 
are politically resolute and reliable. A  purposefu l and trustw orthy  
official must have the Four Consciousnesses, keep in  line w ith the 
Central C om m ittee in  th in k in g , action  and p o litic a l o rie n ta tio n , 
uphold the authority o f the Central Com m ittee and its centralized, 
unified leadership, resolutely im plem ent the C entral C om m ittee^

tneir pouncai resolve, to cope w itn poutical issues, and to 
Prevent political risks.
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W hen  planning future developm ents, form u latin g  policies and 
measures, training officials, o r im plem enting plans, we must aim to [

strengthen our Party’s status as the ru ling  party in  order to further
the cause o f  the Party and the people. W e m ust abide by politi， 
cal d isc ip lin e  and ru les, fu lly  observe the regu lations on  intra- 
Party politica l activities, ensure the im plem entation o f the Central 
C om m ittee^ policies and decisions, make sure local interests submit 
to overall interests, and guarantee the right political orientation in all 
our w ork.

(from the speech at the First Plenary Session of the 19th CK 
Central Committeey October 2 5 ,  2017)

II

U p h o ld in g  the C P C  C e n tra l C o m m itte e ’s a u th o rity  and its 
centralized, unified leadership is the prerequisite fo r bolstering over
all Party leadership. F u ll and strict im plem entation o f  the Central 
Com m ittee^ decisions w ith in  the Party is crucial to the future o f our 
Party and the country, and to the fundam ental interests o f  all the 
people o f  China. M em bers o f  the Political Bureau m ust be clearly 
aware o f this.

T he report to the 19th C P C  N ational Congress incorporates a 
focus on reinforcing the Party^ political foundations into the general 
requirements for strengthening our Party for the new era, and m akes 

it our prim ary task in  prom oting political progress to ensure that the 
w hole Party defers to the Central Com m ittee and upholds its author
ity and centralized, unified leadership. This stems from  the wealth of 
experience we have accumulated through the process o f revolution, 
econom ic developm ent and reform , and is one o f the founding princi
ples as a mature M arxist ru ling party. Members o f the Political B ureau  

must take this principle as an essential political norm  and a fundamen
tal political requirem ent, endorse it in  our thinking, safeguard it in 
political philosophy, com ply w ith it in  organizational arrangements,

, r n  it in  our actions. W e m ust remain highly consistent w ith  
t  C en tra l Committee in  poUtical stance, orientation, principles and 

1  a n d  uphold its authority. This is a test o f our Party spm t; ,  
our P arty's most fundamental poUtical discipUne and rule.

( f r o n t th e  s p e e c h  a t  a  m e e tin g  o f  c r i tic is m  a n d  s e l f - c r i t ia s m  a m o n g  

m e m b e r s  o f  th e  P o l i t i c a l  B u r e a u  o f  th e  1 9 th  C P C  

C e n t r a l  C o m m it te e , D e c e m b e r  2 5 - 2 6 ,  2 0 1 7 )
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III

It  is a prim ary requirem ent to uphold CPC leadership . W e must 
be clear and steadfast in  this stance, rather than be ing  hesitant
vague, evasive, o r d iffid ent. T o uphold  Party leaf  
fundamental thing is to safeguard the authority o f the C PC  Cem ral 
Committee and its centraUzed, unified leadership. In  the Four Prin  
pies o f Deference1 provided in  the Party Constitution what is m ost 
essential is that all organizations and members o f the Party defer o 
the National Congress and the Central Com m ittee. A m ong the Four 
Consciousnesses underlined by the C entral C om m ittee, uphold ing  
the authority o f the Central Com m ittee and its centralized, unified  
leadership is pivotal. N one o f these are em pty slogans.

O ur officials should not sim ply express their compUance ver y, 
but must put it in to  action. T he  C entral C om m ittee requires that 
officials at all levels, h igh-ranking ones in  particu lar, take a c ear- 
cut poUtical stance and stay loyal to the Party. This means t ey must 
conscientiously consider and p lan  their w ork in  accordance 
the Central Com m ittee^ overall plans, respond prom ptly to its ca s, 
folly implement its decisions, and put a stop to anything it pro 
The im plem entation o f the Central Committee's decisions and plans 
should be unconditional. There should be no unauthom ed alterations 

or any attempt to unegotiate the terms .
( f r o m  th e  s p e e c h  a t  th e  S e c o n d  P le n a r y  S e s s io n  o f  th e  1 9 th  C P C  

C e n tr a /  C o m m is s io n  f o r  D is c ip l in e  I n s p e c tio n , J a n u a r y  1 1 , 2 0 1 8 )



108 T he G overnance o f  C hina

IV

T he Party exercises overall leadership over all endeavors across 
the country. The prim ary requirem ent in  adhering to Party leadership I  
is to uphold the CPC Central Com m ittee^ authority and centralized, 
unified  leadership. T h is is the param ount princip le  in  maintaining 
Party leadership, and we must never equivocate nor waver at any time 
and in  any situation. W e require the w hole Party to hold in  the highest 
regard the Party Constitution, and im prove the Four Consciousnesses. 
W e m ust im prove the institutions and m echanism s fo r upholdii^ 
Party leadership, and strengthen the PartyJs ability and resolve to chart 
the course, craft overall plans, design policies, and prom ote reform. 
Hesolute efforts should be made to prevent any weakening o f CPG 
leadership and any failure to strengthen the Party in  any locality or 
local authority, and ensure that the w hole Party m aintains a high 
degree o f unity w ith the Central Com m ittee in  thinking, action and 
political orientation.

( f r o m  th e  s p e e c h  a t  th e  C P C 's  N a t i o n a l  C o n fe r e n c e »  

O r g a n is a t io n a l  W o r k , ] u l j  3 ,  201S)

V

O u r Party was established in  line w ith the M arxist principle of 
creating a p o litica l party, w ith  a com plete setup consisting o f the 
central, local and grassroots units. This gives us a great strength that 
no other political party in  the w orld possesses. The Central Commit
tee, like the brain and m ain part o f a body, must be the sole authority 
that makes the final decisions, so that it can control the subordinate 
parts just as c<the body em ploys the arms and the arms em ploy the 
fingers w ithout any difficulty, then the country runs as a w holeJ,2.

The fundamental task o f local Party organizations is to ensure the 
fu ll and strict im plem entation o f the Central Com m ittee^ decisions 
and plans, and to act o r cease to act as ordered by the Party. CPC 
leadership groups have a special position in  the Party^ structure. They
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- mmitmenl t0 FourConscioumsses,
t the decisions and plans o f the Central Com m ittee and 

must carry 〇u • ti〇ns and do everything required in  setung e
higher PM” rga〇̂ : : 二dsitL ri〇n，and guaranteeing implemen-
direction, managing

tati〇n- u ers esoeckUy those in  o ffic ia l positions, m ust
A \ Pa1 h™  ^  a id  th e , co— nt to the P a rt, 

strengthen *  ^  ^  p arty ^  thinking, f〇U〇w  its poUtical

rri：irn, ̂   ̂ ^ w〇r̂and uph〇id the
ft〇m  the h e a rt. ^  the ^  a t th e  C P C ' s  N a tio n a l C onference o .

O r g a n is a t io n a l  W o r k y J u ly  3 , 2 0 1  )

V I

The Four C〇n ^ iousnesseS；̂  O ffic e s ,
Two Upholds4 are not abstract but con q  , j pmands o f and

particularly their thoughts,
review themselves, checking if  their deeds acc 一  nlans 〇f  the
They muSt and ^
Central Com m ittee. They m ust str y • mattprs 〇f  nrinciple. 
and have a clear-cut and staunch stance on m a,or 
They should be selfless and properly m ai了  t e 

tee. authonty. They must say no to m isconduct such 
for personal gain by central leaders' fam ily members, re k ti , 
ia te  staff, and close associates, and reject im porturung by any person 

who claims a special relationship w ith central lea
( f r o .  th e  s p e e c h  a t  th e  T h ,r d  P le n a r y  S e s s .c n  o f  th e  1 9  th  C P  

Ce— 。 ” for 伽却細 11，2019}

VII



w ith  studying and putting  in to  practice the T hought on S ocialism  

w ith Chinese Characteristics fo r a N ew  E ra  as the top priority, fn  
this process, we should com bine theory w ith reality, comprehend the 
fundamentals, seek truth, and understand the reasons and logic behind 
things. Strengthening their com m itm ent to the Four Consciousnesses, 
the Four-sphere Confidence, and the Tw o U pholds, all Party members 
and offic ia ls should im prove them selves against the standards of 
being loyal, upright and responsible, foster a pioneering spirit, and 
increase their abilities, so that in terms o f thinking, ability and action 
they can keep abreast o f the times, our cause, and the requirements 
o f the Central Com m ittee.

( f r o m  th e  p r e f a c e  to  th e  r e a d in g  m a te r ia ls  f o r  th e  f i f t h  g ro u p  of 

tr a in e e  o f f ic ia ls , w r i t te n  o n  F e b r u a r y  2 7 ,  2 0 1 9 }

V I I I

T his education cam paign calls fo r strengthening our Party with 
sound po litica l ph ilosophy and theories, in tegrating  our learning, 
thinking and practice, and seeking unity between what we know, what 
we believe in , and how  we behave. Party members and officials are 
encouraged to study in  a systematic way, to reflect on what they have 
learned, and to connect knowledge w ith reality. It  is crucial fo r them 
to enhance the F our Consciousnesses, re in force  the Four-sphere 
Confidence, and ensure the Tw o Upholds. W e should also try to guide 
them to strengthen their beliefs, reinforce the m arrow  o f their faith, 
and m aintain the correct way o f thinking.

( f r o m  th e  s p e e c h  a t  th e  C o n fe r e n c e  o n  th e  A s p i r a t i o n  a n d  M iss io n

E d u c a t io n  C a m p a ig n , M a y  3 1 ， 2 0 1 9 )

Notes
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T h is  m eans th a t in d iv id u a l P a rty  m em bers d e fe r to  P a rty  o rg a n iz a tio n s , the 

m in o rity  de fe rs to  the  m a jo rity , lo w e r-le v e l P a rty  o rg a n iza tio n s  d e fe r to  h igher-level

• 9 ri〇ns and all organizations and m em bers o f  the Party defer to the 
^  c J a 3 l Com m ittee o f the Party.

Mauonal Congre M rEvents of the D j„asty  ( U i  B ian  H u a n g  C hao D a  S h J>

unknow n) w i  a scholar o f the Southern Song D ynasty

^ ^ ^ ^ e f e r s  to confidence in  the path, theory, system

" ^ " ^ T u p h o l l g  G eneral Secretary X i Jinping 's core posm on on me 
CPC A n tra l Com m ittee and in  the P arty as a w hole, and uph old in g t e entra 

Committee's authority and its centralized, unified leadership.
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and culture o f socialism  

on the



Maximize the Institutional Strength o f CPC 

Leadership*

February 26, 2018

Strengthening overa ll leadership by the Party is an important 
princip le  that we m ust adhere to w hen furthering reform  o f  Party 
and state institutions. Leadership by the Party is the defining feature 
o f socialism  w ith Chinese characteristics. It  represents the common i 
w ill and fundamental interests o f the entire Party and ail the Chinese 
people, and is the fundam ental guarantee fo r a decisive victory in 
b u ild in g  a m oderately prosperous society in  all respects and the 
great success o f socialism w ith Chinese characteristics for a new era.

G o ve rn in g  a large country w ith  m ore than 1.3 b illio n  people, the
Party m ust im prove its leadership systems and mechanisms, give M  
play to the great strength o f leadership by the Party, and shoulder 
the m ajor responsibilities o f  carrying out our great struggle, devel
oping our great project, advancing our great cause, and reaHzing our 
great dream . O n ly  in  this way can we ensure national reunification, 
uniform  laws and policies and consistent m arket management, achieve 
econom ic developm ent, clean poUtical adm inistration, cultural pros- 
penty, social justice and healthy ecosystems, and sm oothly advance the 
causes o f  Chinese socialism in  the new era.

In  China s political arena, the CPC exercises leadership. Strength
ening the centralized, un ified  leadership o f  the Party operates in 
tandem w ith supporting a range o f  bodies in  perform ing their func
tions and playing their roles: the peopled congresses, governments,

* o f * e ，，Note to ^  〇« f t  Decision and Draft Program on Further Reform of 
Party and State Insatudons" delivered at the Third Plenary Session o f the 19th CPC Centwl 
Committee. j
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Chinese Peopled P o litica l C onsultative C onference (C P P C C ), 
'supervisory departments, courts, prosecuting agencies, people's orga- 
Ja tio n s , enterprises, pubUc institutions and social organizations. The  
draft decision focuses on adapting to the requirem ents for develop- 
• Chinese socialism  in  the new era and establishing a functional 
1 tem 〇f  Party and state institutions that upholds Party leadership 
in aU respects and reflects the fundamental interests o f the people. It  
aims to bring into fuU play the great strength o f Party leadership at 
the institutional level, adopt a comprehensive approach to the setup 
of Party and governm ent institutions, coordinate and give play to 
the functions and roles o f various institutions, im prove the systems 
and mechanisms for sound leadership, decision-m aking, and effective 
management and enforcem ent, and ensure the long-term  governance 
of the Party and the lasting stability o f the country.

Strengthening leadership by the Party in  aU respects is entirely 
consistent w ith our people-centered philosophy. T he  purpose o f  
further reform  o f Party and state institutions is to better develop the 
causes o f the Party and the state, meet the expectation o f the people 
for a better life, and prom ote the w ell-rounded personal developm ent, 
comprehensive social progress, and com m on prosperity o f the people. 
We must ensure the principal status o f the people, and adhere to the 
Party's commitment to serving the public good and exercising power 
in the interests o f the people. W e m ust im plem ent the Party s prin  
ciple o f the mass line, im prove the system through w hich the people 
are the masters o f the country, and im prove the systems and mecha
nisms for bringing benefits to the people, serving them , addressing 
their concerns, protecting theif fights and interests, and accepting 
their supervision, so as to provide a stronger guarantee for the people 
to manage both state affairs and social, econom ic and cultural affairs.



Initiative and Resolve in Reinforcing the Party’s
Political Foundations*

June 29, 2018

Today we gather here fo r the sixth group study session o f the 
Political Bureau o f the 19th C P C  Central Com m ittee. T he subject

o f this session is re inforcing our Party's political foundations. This
critical issue was raised at the 19th N ational Congress in  2017, which 
underlined that the issue is o f fundamental im portance to our Party, 
deserves top prio rity , and should be the overarch ing princip le  for 
strengthening the Party. The goal o f  our study at today's session is 
to fu rther understand this subject and consequently adopt a more 
purposeful and resolute approach.

Thefe is profound thinking behind raising die issue o f reinforcing 
the Party s political foundations at our 19th N ational Congress. Every 
political party has its political nature, m ission, and goals. A  Marxist 
party has lo fty  political ideals, and pursues noble goals. Its political 
character is w holesom e, and its discipline is strict. I f  it is no longer 
p o litica lly  w holesom e, there is no way it can "retain its progressive 
nature and integrity. This is w hy reinforcing its political foundations is 
o f fundamental im portance to our Party.

W ith  m ore than 89 m ilUon m em bers and 4.5 m illion  grassroots 
organizations, it is not easy fo r our Party to preserve and develop its 
nature as a M arxist political party. A  broad-brush approach o r a few 
targeted campaigns are not the solution. Reinforcing our P arty，s politi-
cal foundations is a m ission w ithout end that must never in  any way be 
neglected. A t the G utian M eeting in  1929 M ao Zedong put forw ard

* Speech at the sixth group study session o f the Political Bureau o f the 19th CPC Cen
tral Committee.
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the principle o f strengthening the Party and arm y w ith a sound poHti- 
cal philosophy. The Seventh CPC N ational Congress in  1945 declared 
its intention to focus on strengthening the Party's ideological com m it
ment and reinforcing its political foundations w hile strengthening its 
organization. A fte r the Peopled RepubHc o f C hina was founded in  
1 9 4 9 , Mao Zedong observed that apolitical w ork is the lifeline o f all
economic en d eavors”2. A fte r  reform  and opening up started in  1978，

Deng Xiaoping emphasized, £<W e have to lay great stress on politics at
all tim es.，，3 A ll this served to indicate that reinforcing the Party’s politi-

cal foundations is an im portant guarantee that our Party w ill go from  
strength to strength and from  victory to victory.

In  the course o f strengthening our PartyJs self-governance since
the 18th CPC N ational Congress in  2012, we have clearly realized

that many o f our problem s are related to political issues and attribut
able to a slack political approach. iCI f  the root cause o f a problem  is 
addressed, there w ill be immediate change for the better; if  only trivial
matters are addressed, the problem  w ill stay forever. I f  we do not
perceive and deal w ith a problem  from  the political perspective, we
will put ourselves in  the position o f juggling w ith stopgap measures， 
and fail to produce a fundamental solution. This is w hy I  have reiter-

ated that strict governance over the Party m ust start w ith  political 
effort, and that political issues need political solutions.

G iving prominence to reinforcing our Party^ political foundations, 
we have achieved significant results in  the fo llow ing respects: rein-
forcing our political belief, strengthening the Four Consciousnesses，

upholding the authority o f the Central Com m ittee and its central
ized, unified leadersliip, enforcing strict political discipline and rules, 
enhancing and regulating intra-Party political activities in  the new era, 
cleaning up the p o litica l environm ent w ith in  our Party, im provin g  
Party conduct, fighting corruption , and punishing w rongdoing. Expe
rience has taught us that reinforcing the Party^ political foundations 
determines the direction and effect o f strengthening the Party. I f  we 
^ eglect them or stray from  that direction, it w ill be hard to achieve the 
anticipated results in  other areas.

In itia tive and  Resolve in  Reinforcing the Party's P olitica l F oundations 115
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W e must be aware that despite our achievements since the 1 8 th
C P C  N a tio n a l C ongress, the p o litic a l issues ex istin g  w ith in  9  
Party have not been fu lly solved. It  remains a conspicuous problem I 
that some colleagues overlook o r dow nplay political matters. Some I 

are weak in  the F ou r Consciousnesses. Som e pay on ly  lip  service I

to upho ld ing  Party leadership. Som e show  no p o litica l acuity and
discernm ent, o r lack the w ill to  respond to erroneous w ords and 

deeds. Some are a law unto themselves and ignore our PartyJs politi
cal discipline and rules, and others run things according to unspoken 
rules o r act as i f  doing business deals in  the Party. Reinforcing the 
Party s political foundations is a long and arduous task that demands ! 
our perseverance.

T o this end, the 19th C P C  N ation a l Congress set ou t specific f 
requirements, and I  have elaborated on them several times. W e must 
im plem ent them  to the fu ll. H ere , I  w ould like  to em phasize the 
follow ing points:

F irst, adhering to the correct politica l direction. PoUtical direc- I
tion  is an issue o f  param ount im portance to our Party’s existence
and developm ent, and determines its future and the prospects o f its 
cause. W hen the Red A rm y  was crossing the marshes during the Long 
M arch, the very first question that concerned the cook in  the morning 
was not whether there was rice to cook. Instead, he w ould ask wheth- I 
er the arm y was heading south o r north. This shows that even a cook I 
understood that where to go was m ore im pottant than what to eat 
Straying from  the right path w ill cause fatal mistakes. W e must have a 
clear understanding on this matter.

T h e  p o litic a l d ire ction  we m ust fo llo w  is the nob le  ideal of 
com m unism , o u r ideal o f  socialism  w ith  Chinese characteristics,
the Tw o Centenary G oals, and the Party’s underlying theories, basic
guidelines, and fundamental principles. For the Party to make political 
progress, we need to do three things:

O n e , we need to make po litica l com m itm ent the com pass for 
our w ork，guide all Party members to hold  to our Party’s ideals and
convictions, and have full confidence in  the path, theory, system and
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culture o f Chinese socialism , clarify any confusion and am biguity, 
Cem〇ve all obstacles, and concentrate the w isdom  and strength o f the 
whole Party on the task o f upholding and developing Chinese social

ism in the new era.
Two, we must urge the w hole Party to fo llow  the correct p o liti

cal direction in  devising m ajor strategies, fo rm u latin g  m ajor poli-
cies， advancing major plans，and im plem enting m ajor tasks. W e must

conduct regular self-exam ination against our goals and standards in  
order to make prom pt adjustm ents and im provem ents, and rectify  
practices that deviate from  o r run  counter to our P arty^ po litica l 
direction. We can thereby ensure that all undertakings o f the Party 
and the state w ill always proceed in  the correct political direction.

Three, we must build Party organizations at all levels in  such a way

so as to firm ly safeguard the correct political direction, and guide all 
Party members and officials accordingly. Those w ho err on this issue 
must be reprimanded, and those guilty o f serious m isconduct must be 
punished in  accordance w ith Party discipline.

Second, upholding the PartyJs political leadership. The leadership 
of the CPC is the defining feature o f Chinese socialism and the great
est strength o f this system. O u r Party is the highest force for political 
leadership. W ithout our Party^ leadership, national rejuvenation would 
be unattainable. H aving been put into this position by historical devel
opments and our people, our Party must shoulder its political respon
sibilities by exercising effective political leadership.

Through the painstaking efforts we have made since the 18th CPC  
National Congress, an awareness o f upholding overall Party leadership 
has clearly grow n am ong all Party members. Nevertheless, we still face 
the fact that some localities and entities fail to translate this awareness 

actions in their w ork. W e need to establish sound organizational 
frameworks, systems, and mechanisms for strengthening overall Party 
leadership in  all realms and respects, including reform , developm ent, 
social stability, dom estic affairs, foreign relations, national defense,
and governance o f  the Party，the state，and the m ilitary.

U p h o ld in g  the a u th o rity  o f  the C e n tra l C om m ittee  and its

In itia tive a n d  Kesolve in  R einforcing the Party's P olitica l Foundations
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centra lized , u n ified  leadership is o f  u tm ost im portance to  the Party 
p o litica l leadership, and is the p rim ary  task in  re in fo rc in g  the Pâ ；

p o litica l foundations. W e need to  guide all P arty m em bers to  enha〇5
the F o u r Consciousnesses, m ainta in  a h igh  degree o f  u n ity  with  ̂
C entral C om m ittee in  th e ir th in k in g , actions and p o litica l stance, aa： 
ensure that the C entral C om m ittee  is the sole au th o rity  and has tkt 
fin a l say. H ig h -ra n k in g  o ffic ia ls , especially m em bers o f  the Politicai 
B ureau, should lead by exam ple — acting in  line  w ith  the overall inter 
ests o f  the Party and co u n try  w hen p e rfo rm in g  th e ir duties.

T h ird , consolidating  the p o litica l foundation . T h e  support o f the 
p eop le  is the u n fa ilin g  source o f  o u r P a rty^  strength . In  the past, 
'"W orkers and peasants are w akened in  th e ir m illion s to  figh t as one 
m an,,s, creating an indom itab le  force that enabled us to  w in  the revo
lu tio n  b y re ly in g  on  the people. Today, o u r P arty m akes its goal the 
peopled desire fo r a better life , creating a m ighty force that w ill enable 
us to  realize the Chinese D ream .

<cT h e  people  are the fo u n d atio n  o f  a cou n try , and are also what 
the ru le  o f  a co u n try  is fo r.,>6 T o  re inforce the P arty^ p o litica l founda
tions, we m ust m ake the su p p ort o f  the people o u r top  p riority , and 
focus on  w in n in g  the peopled  hearts and p o o lin g  th e ir w isdom  and 
strength. W e m ust stand on  the peopled side, im p lem ent o u r Partes 
p rinc ip le  o f  the mass lin e , concern  ourselves w ith  the peopled needs, 
and w o rk  together w ith  them . M oreover, we m ust resolutely oppose 
the F o u r M alfeasances o f  fa v o rin g  fo rm  o ve r substance, bureau
cratism , h e d o n ism , and extravagance — p a rtic u la rly  the firs t two ^
and always m ain ta in  o u r P arty’s deep b o n d  w ith  the people . Public

su p p o rt, ap p rova l and satisfaction  depend n o t o n ly  o n  w hat we say 
bu t o n  w hat we do. O n ly  hard  w o rk  can m ake o u r co u n try  prosperous 
and stron g and o u r people better o ff. C om placency, laxity, m uddling 
th ro u gh  in  on e ’s w o rk , con siderin g  self-interests firs t in  the face of 
d ifficu lties, and m aking half-hearted efforts are all incom patib le  with 
the needs o f  the people and the dem ands o f  the new  era.

W e need to  tra in  and m o tiva te  a ll P arty m em bers and officials 
to  press ahead w ith  great d ete rm in ation , w o rk  h ard , m ainta in  stable
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f  ，iust ^  econom ic structure, im p rove  Uving
advance address ^ ^ b l e  p rob lem s, overcom e

Standards, guard agai the m〇st pressing, m ost im m ediate
formidable obstacles and solve t e  ^  ^  enc

— . the oeop le  the m ost. W e  m ust g ive encourage-
issues that concern  the peop le  th d r  d u ties, d o  so lid

r b o W m s h o u ld e r in g  re sp o n s .b ilitie , W e m ust reprunand

and feeling ashamed o f  : 了 二  酬 ^ a s〇und

工 ^ 二 ^ 工 二 一  — 乂v  AW he infested w ith  noxious influences. F o r a 
.te g n ty ; w ithout , ,  c〇 ngress, ^  poUucal
certain period p rio r to  the 18 c deteriorated seriously. A s  a
atmosphere in  som e localities an enti e po isoned ,
result, their cohesion was u n d erm in ed , pubhc e A ics  
and the peopled faith  in  o u r P arty was severe^ e ro d e d  
CPC N auonal Congress the poU tical atm osphere ^ t h m  the 1 a ty
seen a m arked im p ro ve m e n t, w ^uch w e can feel personally. B u t we

must be aware that there are prob lem s yet to  be  

intra-Party poUtical activities are cond^  dê J ves o u r fu ll attention, 
cial, ineffective, o r inapprop riate  way. i n cr term  task that

Fostenng a healthy poU tical en viron m en t a 
must be m ade a basic and regu lar activ ity in  re m fo rc i gmust be m ade a basic and ^  en viron m en t b y clearing
political foundations. Like tending t nped to make

up the sources o f  waterways and Ĉ UV^ t b u ild  a strong
long, tenacious efforts to  foster p o  c f  o ffic ia ls is the weath-
f〇 undati〇 n. T h e  s e l e c t  o n  ,， In
ervane o f  the p o litica l en viron m en t, and :as 二 g 滅

selecting and appo in tin g  o ffic ia ls , w e m ust adopt the ng PP
_  emphasis on poUtical • 比 似 沉 細 “ — 加

P arty m em bers an d  o ffic ia ls  m  r, ^  ;n the N e w  E ra ,
Regulations fo r PoUtical A ctiv itie s  W ith in  the arty
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and have regular political “health checks” through intra-Party acJ  

ties. W e can thereby “sweep o f f  the dust”， keep our souls w h o le s o ^ l
and boost our im m une system in  the political realm. Intra-Party politj. 
cal culture exerts an im perceptible influence on our Party^ political I 
atm osphere. W e need to intensify our efforts to cultivate a healthy ! 
poUtical culture w ith in  the Party, and foster the ideals, convictions, 
values, and fine traditions o f the Party in  the hearts and minds of all 
Party members and officials. W e also should prom ote the core social
ist values, and advocate and practice values such as loyalty, honesty,

impartiality, pragmatism, and integrity. B y virtue o f  a healthy political
culture, we w ill m aintain a wholesom e political atmosphere.

F ifth , guarding against political risks. <cBe alert to danger in times

o f peace，and be wary o f unrest in times o f stability.，，7 O ur Party was
born amid domestic turm oil and foreign aggression, grew up throu^i 
hardships and setbacks, and has becom e stronger in  the course of
o ve rco m in g  risks and challenges. I t  therefore  has an acute sense of
dangers and risks. Since the 18th C P C  N ation a l Congress I  have 
em phasized on m any occasions that we must make preparations for 
worst-case scenarios. M y purpose is to warn all Party members that we 
must always bear in m ind the ancient adage, "O ne  should be mindful 
o f possible danger in  times o f peace, downfall in  times o f survival, and 
chaos in  times o f stability . ” 8 China is currently facing a com plex and 
volatile environm ent, and is exposed to a grow ing num ber o f threats, 
both foreseeable and unforeseeable, which could evolve into political 
threats i f  not managed prom pdy and effectively. A ll Party members, 
especially those in  official positions at all levels, must be highly sensi
tive to these and im prove their ability to guard against them.

W e need to train and guide offic ia ls to enhance their political 
acuity and discernm ent, have a keen eye fo r sensitive m atters and 
tendencies that m ay trigge r o f f  p o litica l issues — especially seri
ous emergencies -  whenever they emerge, and take preem ptive and 
swift action to rem ove all potential political dangers. Close attention 
should be paid and p rom pt action taken to intercept transmission 
o f  risks between different sectors. The goal is to w ard o ff  <ccross-
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. fection” -  preventing non-pub lic risks from  grow ing in to  public

〇〇nes and non-political risks from  escalating in to  poUtical ones. W e 
need to build up our fighting spirit, take an unequivocal stance, and 
resolutely prevent and overcom e poUtical lethargy, w hich wiU render 
us unable to detect hostile m oves, distinguish right from  w rong, or 

see the correct direction.
Sixth, maintaining the political integrity o f Com m unists. A  signifi

cant number o f the corruption  cases investigated recently took place 
after the 18th and even the 19th national congresses o f the Party. In  
spite o f the repeated orders o f the Central Com m ittee, certain o ffi
cials could not restrain them selves from  w rongdoing. Instead they 
continued to com m it offenses, tem pting fate. This shows that the fight 
against corruption remains grave and com plex. W e must remain firm  
in our resolve to build on our overw helm ing m om entum  and secure a 
sweeping victory in this fight. In  reinforcing our Party s political foun
dations, we must have the determ ination and tenacity to persevere in  
the never-ending fight against corruption , so that our Party w ill never 
change its nature o r betray its colors.

We must m aintain a tough stance on corru p tion . Show ing zero  
tolerance, the fight covers all those ho ld ing  public office  w ithout 
exception. W e w ill im pose tight constraints, m aintain a tough stance 
and a long-term  deterrence, and punish both those w ho take bribes 
and those w ho offer them . W e wiU prevent interest groups from  aris
ing w ithin the Party, and guard against such groups preying on or 
perverting officials. A ll officials, especially those in  senior positions, 

expected to have po litica l, public and private virtues, setting a 
good example in  uphold ing  integrity and self-discipline, exercising 
public power for clean governm ent, and creating a culture o f integ
rity in their families. W e w ill establish a tight-knit scrutiny network, 
reinforce relevant institutions, and let discipline inspection cut like a 
blade through corruption  and m isconduct. A s strict governance over 
^  Party extends to the grassroots, we w ill ensure that upright offi- 

a clean governm ent, and political integrity are visible and acces
sible to the people.

In itia tive and  Resolve in  R einforcing the P arty's P o litica l Foundations
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Seventh, im proving our political ability. In  strengthening the ranks
o f officials as part o f our political foundations，we need to improve
the ab ility o f officia ls, especially those in  senior positions, to stay 
on the right course, keep in  line w ith the general trend, and bear the 
broader picture in  m ind. W e should enhance our ability to distinguish 
between right and w rong on politica l issues, m aintain our political 
resolve, navigate political currents, and forestall political risks. A  key 
aspect o f this is to hone the ability to analyze and resolve problems 
from  a political perspective. O n ly  by doing so can we comprehend 
the true nature o f an issue and get to its root cause. O fficials, espe
cially those in  senior positions, should have good political judgment 
W e should let no fleeting phenom ena cloud our v is ion , and shoul
der the political responsibilities entrusted to us by the Party and the 
people.
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Ensure the Two Upholds in Central Party and 

Government Departments*

]u lj 9, 2019

The pnm ary task o f strengthening our Party in  central Party and 
governm ent departments is to lead by example in  ensuring the Two 
Upholds. O ne o f the im portant goals o f the Aspiration and Mission 
education campaign is to cultivate the loyal, upright and responsible 
poUtical charactef o f Party members and officials, especiaHy those in 
leadership positions, and to ensure that the w hole Party is united in 
thought and concerted in  action.

Central Party and governm ent departm ents m ust be conscious 
o f their role as political organs. E very  institution perform s different 
functions, but each o f them has poUtical responsibiUties. Central Party 
and governm ent departm ents are at the fo re fron t o f  ensuring the 
Two U pholds. The slightest deviation from  the theories, guidelines, 
principles and policies o f our Party w ill lead to huge mistakes at the 
grassroots level. I f  the first baton o f im plem entation is dropped, the 
race w ill be lost from  the very beginning.

In  doing their w ork, Party members and officials, especiaUy officials 
and heads o f  central Party and governm ent departments, should take 
the lead in  upholding the Party's underlying theories, basic guidelines, 
and fundam ental principles and the C entral C om m ittee^ decisions 
and plans. They must adopt an appropriate political perspective, main
tain the correct political orientation, strengthen their political stance, 
clarify  their p o litica l values, and observe poUtical d iscipline. T hey  

should regularly correct deviations, so as to respond w ith resolution

* Part ° f  the speech at the National Conference on Strengthening the Party in Cental 
Party and Government Departments.

124

E nsure the Two U pholds in  C en tra l P arty a n d  G overnm ent D epartm ents 125

h calls o f the Central Com m ittee, fu lly im plem ent its decisions, 
refrain from  doing what it prohibits. They must never go astray in

their political direction. „
The meaning o f the Tw o U pholds is specific and consistent. The  

whole Party must act consistendy w ith the Central Com m ittee, and 
must not compromise dem ocratic centraUsm w ithin a specific institu
tion in the name o f upholding the authority o f the Central C om m it
tee. Party members and officials, no matter what kind o f w ork they do 
and how high their rank, are first and forem ost Party members. They  
must bear in m ind that their prim ary duty is to w ork fo r the Party, 
and they must align their m ajor statements w ith those o f the Central 
Committee. AU im portant issues and progress relating to im portant 
initiatives must be prom ptly reported to the Central Com m ittee for 
instruction in accordance w ith relevant provisions.

Political awareness is not abstract. The Tw o U pholds should be 
embodied in the im plem entation o f the Central Com m ittee^ decisions 
and plans, in the perform ance o f your duties, in  the effectiveness o f 
your work, and in  your daily words and deeds. D uring  the war times, 
the Central Com m ittee and Chairm an M ao com m anded the w hole
Party and the entire arm y by radio transmission. The signals conveyed 
their instructions, which were carried out unconditionally in  the Party 
and the army. I f  anyone had failed to listen to o r properly execute 
the command, the Central Com m ittee^ authority and its centralized, 
^ f ie d  leadership w ould have lost all meaning.

To take the lead in  ensuring the Tw o U pholds is, in  essence, to be 
loyal to the Party. This loyalty is to the beliefs, organizations, theories,
guidelines, principles and policies of o u r Party. This loya lty m ust start

with the m ost basic w ork. I f  we do not do our own job w ell, shirk- 
our responsibilities, sitting idle all day, and neglecting the duties 

^signed by Party organizations, then ensuring the Tw o U pholds wiU 
be nothing but empty talk.

In  the new era, we m ust strengthen education on loyalty to our 
Pafty, give full play to the strengths o f central Party and governm ent 
apartm ents imbued w ith our Party's heritage, and reread our wntten



126 T he G overnance o f C hina

applications fo r jo ining the Party and the Party admission oath，so as I
to foster an intra-Party political culture w ith characteristics unique to 
the central Party and governm ent departm ents. W e should encour
age the em ulation o f  m odel Party m em bers as an im portant start
in g  p o in t fo r fu rthering the education cam paign, w hich should be 
com bined w ith  the establishm ent o f  m odel Party and government 
departm ents, to encourage Party m em bers and officials to look up 
to the role models and make progress. Those in  leadership positions 
should incorporate loyally to the Party into fam ily culture and family 
value education, and encourage their fam ily and relatives to follow the 
Party’s leadership.

To take the lead in ensuring the Tw o U pholds, we should identify 
w ith the principle on both a rational and em otional level, and have 
both the ability and resolve to do this well. W e must rely on study and 
practice to strengthen our political resolve and competence. I  have 
always em phasized that the rejuvenation o f the Chinese nation will 
be no easy task. It  w ill not be achieved by sim ply beating drums and 
gongs. W e cannot overcom e all the risks and challenges we face on 
the way forw ard w ithout a true fighting spirit. Chairm an M ao summa
rized  the key to our v ic to ry  in  resisting US aggression and aiding 
Korea: The enemies have m ore steel than m orale, while we have less 
steel but higher m orale. W e Party m em bers and officials o f central 
Party and governm ent departments should stay true to our principles, 
be prepared for adversity, m aintain our fighting spirit, and be adept at 
foreseeing developing trends and detecting potential risks and chal
lenges. In  avoiding and resolving risks, we must have the courage to 
take on responsibility and fu lfill our duties to the letter.

State System and National Governance



Improve the Functions o f  Party and State 

Institutions*

]u lj 5 ,2019

Further reform  o f  Party and state institutions is a system atic 
and overall restructuring in  terms o f organization and management. 
We have prom oted this overhaul at all levels and restructured and 
improved the systems o f Party leadership, the governm ent, the m ili
tary, and peopled organizations, systematically enhancing the leader
ship o f our Party, the governm ent^ capacity to deliver, the com bat 
effectiveness o f armed forces, and the vitality o f peopled organiza
tions. The main functional fram ew ork o f Party and state institutions 
for the new era is by and large in  place. It  provides a strong organi
zational guarantee for developing and im proving the socialist system 
with Chinese characteristics and for m odernizing China’s system and 
capacity for governance. W e need to sum m arize the m ajor achieve
ments and valuable experience gained from  reform , consolidate these 
achievements, continue to im prove the functions o f  our Party and 
state institutions, and further m odernize C hina^ system and capacity 
for governance.

Further reform  o f Party and state institutions is an im portant 
means o f im plem enting the decisions and plans o f  the 19th CPC  
National Congress in  2017. It  is a m ajor m ove to continue reform  
111 all respects and a centralized action to m odernize China’s system 

capacity for governance. A fte r the T h ird  Plenary Session o f the 
CPC Central Com m ittee in  2018, all provincial authorities and 

Central departm ents im plem ented the decisions and plans o f  the

Main points of the speech at the meeting reviewing further reform of Party and state
mstituti〇ns.
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Central Com m ittee. They looked fo r ways to strengthen co〇fdJ  
aon, define reform  rules and measures, handle personnel a ffa irs ^ B  
and enforce strict discipUne. In  just over a year, the tasks defined a, I 
t e T h ird  Plenary Session were generaHy com pleted, and a series 〇f 
im portant theoretical, institutional and practical results were a ch ie vS  
We strengthened the Party's overd l leadership and im proved the instj. I  
tutions' functions in  uphold ing  the Party's centralized and unified 
leadership. Party and state institutions are p erform in g  their duties 
m ore sm oothly and efficiendy, and the com position and functions of 
all kinds o f institutions are better adapted to im plem enting the Five- 
sphere Integrated Plan and the Four-pronged Com prehensive Strat- 
egy. The setup and functions o f m ajor departments at provincial, city, 
and county levels are basicaUy consistent w ith those o f  the central 
authorities, enabling a dynam ic w ork system that ensures smooth 
operations rig h t dow n th rough  every level. W e have carried out 
reform  tasks covenng both m ilitary and civilian services. W e have also 
sim ultaneously prom oted reform  in relevant institutions o f  aU types 
to enhance the overall im pact.

In  fu rth e rin g  re fo rm  o f  Party and state in stitu tion s, we have 
exp lored  and accum ulated valuable experience. T h e  approach is 
to uphold the Party^ overall leadership over re form , establish new 
institutions before dissolving the old, optim ize the functions o f the 
institu tions and im prove  the ir co ord in a tio n  *n d  efficiency, carry 
out institutional reform  both at the central and local levels under an 
overaU plan, coordinate reform  and the rule o f  law, and carry out 
education on political guidelines throughout the process. Practice has 
proven that the strategic decision o f  the Party Central Com m ittee 〇n 
further reform  o f Party and state institutions is com pletely correct, 
and the im plem entation o f the reform  has been effective. This foUy 
demonstrates the high degree o f  political awareness in  both thinking 
and action o f the w hole Party, the positive im pact o f  strict enforce
m ent o f  Party discipUne since the 18th C PC  N ational Congress in 
2 0 1 2 , and the political strengths o f  the centralized and unified leader
ship o f 〇ur Party and the socialist system o f our country.

Im prove the ¥  unctions o f P arty a n d  S ta te  In stitu tio n s
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nrffaniZational and functional restructuring has solved only hard-
>froblems; there remains much to be done for com ponents o f

T  functional framework to achieve synergy. U pholding and strength- 
, , i • _i___ i j  o f the reform .

and making them m ore coordinated and efficient. W e need to
combine the tasks o f adjusting and optim izing the functions o f these 
institutions w ith im provin g  systems and mechanisms, and com bine 
enhancing our Party's long-term  governance capacity w ith im p rov
ing our state governance capacity. W e should continue to consolidate 
what we have achieved in  this round o f reform . W e should im prove 
the Party's leadership over m ajor undertakings. D ecision-m aking, 
deliberative and coordinating institutions should focus on planning  
discussing, and oversight o f m ajor tasks. Party institutions should  
take the lead in  upholding and strengthening Party leadership in  aH 
respects, better play their functions, and enforce strict political disci 
pline and rules. W e should w ork to better coordinate Party and state
institutions in  perform ing their functions and give fu ll play to the 
functions o f unified, centraUzed, and coordinated m anagement o f  
Party departments, especially management 〇£ m ajor tasks under their 
respective jurisdiction. W e should im prove the capability o f institu
tions in fulfilling their duties and responsibilities. A ll central depart
ments should perform  their duties and responsibilities in  accordance

with the plans that define their duties, internal bodies and staffing,
focus on their m ain responsibilities， highlight the key tasks，think
^nd act consciously in  consideration o f the overall situation, and 
perform their duties to meet the grow ing expectation o f the people 
for a better life. W e need to fu lly leverage the initiative o f Party and 
state institutions at b o th  central and local levels, and ensure the 
centralized and unified leadership o f the Central Com m ittee and the 
consistency o f state systems and governm ent policies. Central Party 
and governm ent departm ents should guide and supervise their own
systems and fields o f responsibility. While implementing the deci
sions and plans o f  the Central Committee, local institutions should
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carry out their w ork w ith m ore in itiative and m ore creativity in thc 
light o f  local realities. W e need to advance reform  in  related sectors, 
W e should extend reform  o f  public institutions in  accordance with 
the prin cip le  o f  re lieving them  o f  governm ent functions, keeping 
them  away from  business activities, and letting them  run  their own 
day-to-day operations w hile rem aining under supervision. We should 
also b u ild  a stron g  con tin gen t o f  coord inated  law  enforcement 
personnel, enhance social m anagem ent and public services at the 
grassroots level, and im prove supporting policies fo r reform  o f these

institutions. W e need to codify the staffing o f institutions, manage all
kinds o f  organizations and institutions in  accordance w ith the law, 
and continue to strictly control their personnel expansion. W e should 
enhance our capability to p e rfo rm  our duties, break new ground, 
and shoulder responsibilities, and understand the new requirements 
brought about by new institutions and functions. In  line w ith the 
o n goin g  A sp ira tion  and M ission education cam paign, we need to 
educate and guide Party m em bers and o ffic ia ls  to keep in  align
m ent w ith the Central Com m ittee in  terms o f our thinking, political 
orientation, and actions, stand on the side o f the people, and temper 
the political character o f  being loyal, clean and responsible. W ith a 
strong sense o f urgency and a hardw orking spirit, we must have the 
perseverance to ham m er away until a task is done.

F u rth er re fo rm  o f  Party and state institutions is planned and 
advanced on the sand table o f com prehensive reform  as one o f its 
strategic campaigns. We should make good use o f the favorable condi
tions created in  the reform  o f Party and state institutions to promote 
com prehensive and in-depth re form . The results we have achieved 
from  this round o f reform  w ill help break new ground in  our further 
reform  on all fronts. It  is a dem anding task fo r us to complete the 
com prehensive reform  measures put forw ard at the T h ird  Plenary 
Session o f the 18th CPC Central Com m ittee in  2013. N ow  there is 
only a little m ore than a year to go before 2 0 2 0 , when we have sched
uled decisive results in  the reform  o f im portant areas. W e must main* 
tain our m om entum , keep fighting w ith all o f our strength, take 〇°

tough issues, and concentrate our efforts on m aking breakthroughs in  

important areas.
W hile prom oting further reform  o f Party and state institutions, 

we also need to im prove the systems and mechanisms fo r Party lead
ership over reform , as w ell as decision-m aking and im plem entation  
mechanisms. We w ill strengthen the links between central and local 
authorities, between leading and participating departm ents, between 
main reform  and supporting program s, between reform  measures and 
legal guarantees, between pilots and rollouts, and between the im ple
mentation o f reform  tasks and the adjustment o f institutional func
tions to forge a synergy. W e should remain confident in  our reform  
strategies and prom ote reform  to better serve econom ic and social 
development. We should w ork out ideas on reform  and developm ent, 
solve outstanding problem s, guard against risks and challenges, and 
stimulate the vitality o f innovation. W e need to correctly handle the 
relationship between re form , developm ent, and social stability, and 
combine Party leadership w ith respect for the pioneering spirit o f the 
people. We should make reform  systematic, holistic and coordinated, 
and coordinate the progress o f re form  in  various fields to achieve 
overall effect. W e need to give greater substance to reform  to ensure 
the quality o f plans and the effectiveness o f their im plem entation. 
Our situation, tasks, and w ork requirem ents are all changing, w hich 
requires us to accurately understand, effectively respond to, and take 
the initiative in seeking changes. W e need to solve practical problems 
and take this as the starting point fo r m aking reform  plans, and give 
priority to the im plem entation o f  reform s that have a bearing on  
overall economic and social developm ent, involve m ajor institutional 
innovation, and enhance peopled sense o f g^in. W e should facilitate 

systematic integration o f reform  achievements, review and apply 
results in a coordinated manner, and make various systems more 

Mature and well-defined as a whole.
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Note to the Decision o f the CPC Central 

Committee on Upholding and Improving Chinese

Socialist System and Modernizing State Governance*

October 28, 2019

O n  behalf o f  the PoUtical Bureau o f the CPC Central Commit
tee, I  w ill now  explain to the plenary session the drafting process of 
the ^D ecision o f the Central Com m ittee o f the Com m unist Party of 
China on U pholding and Im provin g  the Socialist System w ith Chinese
Characteristics and M odern izing  the State System and Capacity for
Governance” .

I. Background and Considerations

W e have just celebrated the 70th anniversary o f the founding of 
the People s Republic o f  China. O u r extraordinary achievements of 
the past seven decades have fu lly proved that socialism w ith Chinese 
characteristics is the fundam ental guarantee fo r progress and devel
opm ent in  co n te m p o ra ry  C h in a . F ro m  a lo n g -te rm  and overall 
perspective on the causes o f the Party and the country, the Political 
Bureau has decided that this plenary session wiU focus on the topic 
o f upholding and im proving Chinese socialism and m odernizing 〇ur 
system and capacity fo r governance. This is based on the following 
considerations:

First, upholding and im proving Chinese socialism and modernizing 
our system and capacity for governance is key to achieving the Two 
Centenary Goals. B u ild ing a m odern socialist country and realizing

* Speech at the Fourth Plenary Session o f the 19th CPC Central Committee.
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• nal rejuvenation are two great goals our Party has always pursued. 
^ 〇<1 its founding, our Party has led the people and made unrem it- 
n !^  efforts towards these goals. A s we drive reform  and opening up 
to deeper levels, we have developed a better understanding o f our

^  In 1980, D eng X iaoping sum m arized the lessons from  the Cultural 
Revolution and pointed out that 4<the problem s in  the leadership and 
organizational systems are m ore fundam ental, widespread and long- 
lasting, and that they have a greater effect on the overaU interests o f
our country.” “If these systems are sound, they can place restraints

on the actions o f bad people; if  they are unsound, they may ham per 
the efforts o f good people o r indeed, in  certain cases, may push them  
in the w rong d irection . » 1 In  1992, he said on a field trip  to south 
China, !<It w ill probably take another th irty years fo r us to develop a
more mature and well-defined system in every field . ” 2  T he report to

the 14th CPC N ational Congress in  1992 envisaged: 4£In  the 1990s
we must establish a preliminary new econom ic system and attain the 
objective o f the second stage o f developm ent — a relatively com fort-

able level o f Ufe fo r aU our people. In  another 20 years, w hen we 
mark the 100th anniversary o f the founding o f the Party, a w hole set 
of more mature and better-defined systems w ill have taken shape in 
every field o f w ork/' The reports to the 15th, 16th and 17th national 
congresses o f the Party all set out clear requirements for im proving  
our systems.

Since its 18th N ational Congress in  2012, our Party has laid extra 
emphasis on im proving our state systems, stating, llTo build a moder- 
ately prosperous society in  all respects, we must, w ith greater political
courage and vision, lose no time in  furthering reform  in  key sectors, 
and resolutely discard all notions and mechanisms that hinder efforts 
to pursue balanced and sustainable developm ent. W e should set up a 
well-developed, well-conceived, procedure-based and effective frame
work o f systems, and ensure that all our systems are m ore mature
and better-defined•”  The Third Plenary Session o f the 18th CPC 
Central Committee in  2013 put forw ard the idea o f “ m odern izing
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the state governance system and capacity^, and defined the g〇a]f l  
com prehensive reform  as »to  im prove and develop socialism ^

Chinese characteristics and to m odernize the state governance 
and capacity” . The F ifth  Plenary Session o f  the 18th CPC C e n 3
Com m ittee in  2015 further stressed that, during the 13th Five-ve»

Plan period (2016-2020)，“ systems in  all areas are to become m〇re
mature and better-defined, and key progress is to be made in modern- ! 
iz in g  the state governance system and capacity, w ith basic s v s ta S I 
established in all fields.”  ■

The 19th CPC N ational Congress in  2017 determ ined our pnmary 
goal by the m iddle o f  this century -  to develop China in to  a great 
m odern  socialist cou n try  that is prosperous, strong, democratic,

cu ltu ra lly advanced， harm onious, and beautiful, and the goals fw
enhancing our governance system and capacity — our systems in a ll 
fields are fu rther im proved and m odern ization  o f  the state gover
nance system and capacity is basically achieved by 2035, and modern
ization o f  our state governance system and capacity is fU ly  realized by 
the m iddle o f the 21st century. The second and third plenary sessions 
〇  the 19th CPC Central Com m ittee in  2018 made plans fo r constitu
tional amendments and farther reform  o f Party and governm ent insti
tutions, m arking a m ajor step forw ard in  im proving  our governance 
system and capacity. T he T h ird  P lenary Session o f  the 19th CPC 
Central Com m ittee pointed out: «To better lead the people in  advanc
ing the great struggle, the great project, and the great cause to realize 
our great dream, our Party m ust accelerate the m odernization o f the 
state governance system and capacity, and develop a m ore mature and 
better-defined system o f socialism w ith Chinese characteristics. This 
is a key task o f our Party.”  It  is now  im perative fo r us to summarize 
past experience on im p ro v in g  Chinese socialism  and m odernizing 
the state governance system and capacity, and set the direction and 
requirements for future developm ent.

Second, upholding and im proving  Chinese sociaHsm and modern
iz in g  the state governance system and capacity is fundam ental t〇 

further reform  and opening up in  the new era. Forty years ago, the

Third Plenary Session o f the 11th CPC Central Com m ittee m 1978 
landm ark event that in trod u ced  the p o licy  o f  re fo rm  an 

WaSnin„ up and ushered in  a new period o f sociaUst m odernization.
T e  THrcl Plenary Session o f the 18th CPC Central Com m ittee was 
Mother m ilestone, in itia tin g  a new era in  w hich re fo rm  has been 
extended through a systematic and hoUstic plan. T he session rolled  
out 336 reform  measures. W ith  our efforts over the five years since 
then, reform  in  key areas has delivered strik ing  results and basic 
systems in m ajor fields have taken shape, laying a soUd foundation  
for modernizing our state governance system and capacity. However, 
we must also understand that some reform  measures are yet to be 
completed, and some demand perseverance in the long run. A lthoug  
many formidable obstacles have been surm ounted, there are m ore to 
overcome. We must never pause o r slacken our efforts. A t the gather
ing to celebrate the 40th anniversary o f reform  and opening up last 
year, I  em phasized, aW e m ust advance reform  and opening up in  
the right direction, on the right course, and w ith consistent fo^ e^ so 
as to steadUy prom ote reform  and opening up in  the new era. This 
requires us to make plans fo r further comprehensive reform , based on 
the overall needs in  building a m odern socialist country.

Reform and opening up in  the new era has new content and new 
features, one o f w hich is that reform  attaches greater im portance to 
the im provem ent o f systems. Com pared w ith the past, reform  no\  ̂
aims to solve deep-seated problem s o f our systems and mechanisms, 
and this sets higher requirem ents fo r top-level design. It  becomes 
more imperative to pursue reform  in  a systematic, holistic, and coor
dinated way, and to establish frameworks o f systems and institutions. 
When we plan to further reform  in  the new era, we m ust focus on 
upholding and im p rovin g  Chinese socialism  and m odern izin g  the 
state governance system and capacity, w ith a deep understanding o f 
the requirements fo r further developm ent and the trends o f the times. 
To achieve this, we w ill continue to reform  systems and mechanisms 
^  aU sectors and areas, and ensure that our systems becom e m ore 

Mature and better-defined.
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• the principles and the fundamental, basic and im portant systems 
we must hold to; and

• the main problem s and tasks facing us, and key measures we 
must take.

A ll agreed that the Central Com m ittee^ broad vision  and strong 
sense o f responsibility were reflected in  its choice o f the topic for its 
Fourth Plenary Session, and that the topic bore far-reaching signifi
cance for achieving moderate prosperity in  all respects throughout the 
country, building a m odern socialist country, and ensuring the Party 
leadership and the long-term  stability o f the Party and the country.

During the six m onths after it was established, the drafting group  
conducted an intense study o f  relevant literature, sum m arized the 
evolution and innovation  o f systems in  the process o f revolution , 
economic development and reform  in  our country — in  particular the 
achievements in  theoretical research, practice and systems made since 
the 18th CPC N ational Congress. Based on the opinions and sugges
tions from all sectors, the drafting group studied specialized subjects, 
and discussed and revised the draft decision many times.

Fo llow ing the o rd e r o f  a P o litic a l B ureau m eeting , in  early  
September the draft was circulated am ong a certain num ber o f Party 
members and retired senior Party officials for suggestions. A fte r care
ful review and discussion, p rovincia l authorities and central depart- 
nients submitted 118 responses. O n  Septem ber 25, I  presided over 
a forum attended by leaders from  the central com m ittees o f  other 
political parties, head o f the A ll-C h in a  Federation o f Industry and 
Commerce, and personages w ithout party affilia tion . I  heard their 
°pmi〇 ns and received the texts o f 10 speeches from  them.

The drafting group collated all opinions and suggestions. In  total 
group received 1,948 revision suggestions, and 1,755 remained 

after rem oving duplicates. These included 380 general opinions and 
^375 detailed suggestions.

The feedback showed fu ll approval o f  the draft decision. A ll 
c〇nsulted groups and ind ividuals had reached the consensus that 

decision has a correct understanding o f the evolution o f ChinaJs



140 T he G overnance o f  C hina

r

national system and state governance system. It  prioritizes upholding
and im proving  Party leadership, which is key to state governance. It 
emphasizes that we must m aintain the correct political direction and 

break new ground, and manifest our confidence in  Chinese socialism  

I t  highlights efficiency, integration and coordination  am ong differ
ent systems, w ith a focus on solving problem s and achieving practical 
results.

The decision answers m ajor political questions: W hat should we 
uphold and consolidate? W hat should we im prove and promote? It 
defines the m ajor systems and principles we must support, and intro
duces the tasks and measures fo r im provin g  our systems. It  under
scores coordination between the fundam ental, basic and important 
systems, between top-level design and its im plem entation at differ
ent levels, and between reform  and operation o f systems. As both a 
sum m ary o f experience and a vision fo r the future, it maintains the 
stability o f our systems while introducing reform  and innovation, and 
remains com m itted to our goals w hile aim ing to solve problems. The 
decision w ill certainly have a profound im pact on the systems o f our 
country，m aking them m ore m ature and better-defined，and turning 
their strengths into efficient state governance.

M any constructive suggestions were collected, m ainly including:
First, to list comprehensive reform  and law-based governance as 

strengths o f our national system and state governance system;
Second, to highlight the role o f science and technology systems in 

boosting innovation;
T h ird , to attach greater im portance to the systems that guarantee 

food security, rural revitali2 ation, and the prioritized development of 
agriculture and rural areas;

F ourth , to make m ore use o f  IT  technologies, such as A I, the 
internet and big data, to m odernize our governance capacity;

F ifth , to fu lly  apply the prin cip le  o f the Party supervising ^  
perform ance o f officials, and set targets on im provin g  the manage 
m ent o f  officials, m otivating officials to take on responsibilities and 
ensure effective im plem entation , and encouraging them  to w〇rk
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harder and be m ore enterprising and competent;
Sixth, to prom ote theoretical research in  our national system and 

state governance system, and public education on the subject; and
Seventh, to im plem ent the guidelines set at this session along w ith  

the reform  tasks laid out by the Central Com m ittee since the 18th 
CPC National Congress, and form ulate an overall plan and mecha

nism for this purpose.
The Central Com m ittee instructed the drafting group to carefuUy 

study the opinions and suggestions from  all sides. The group analyzed 
them item by item , took them all in to  consideration, and absorbed all 
pertinent suggestions. T hrough  thorough deliberations, 283 changes 
were made to the draft decision, reflecting 436 opinions and sugges

tions.
The Standing C om m ittee  o f  the P o litica l B ureau held  three  

meetings and the Political Bureau two meetings to review  the draft 
versions, and finally produced this final draft for submission.

I I I .  Fram ew ork o f the Draft

Focusing on the topic o f this plenary session, the draft decision is 
based on the goals and tasks set at the 19th CPC N ational Congress. 
It aims to uphold and consolidate Chinese socialism and ensure the 
Party s long-term  governance and the country^ long-term  peace and 
stability, to im prove Chinese socialism  and bu ild  a m odern social
ist country in  all respects, and to give fu ll play to the strengths o f 
Chinese socialism  and m odernize the state governance system and 
capacity. It  summarizes the achievements, experience and principles
that our people have gained in  im proving the state system and gover-

nance under the leadership o f the Party, elaborates on upholding and 
^p ro v in g  the fundamental, basic and im portant systems that under
pin Chinese socialism , makes plans fo r m ajor systems and mecha- 

and defines the essential tasks to be perform ed on our way
forward.

The draft decision is divided into  three parts w ith 15 sections.
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The first part, namely, the first section, presents the general pQ  ̂
ciples, setting fo rth  the m onum ental achievem ents we have made 
in  deve lop in g  Chinese socialism  and state governance, and their 
strengths. It  also explains w hy it is im portant fo r us to uphold and 
im p ro ve  Chinese socialism  and m od ern ize  the state governance 
system and capacity, and sets out the overall requirements.

D etailed expositions on our fundam ental, basic, and important 
systems that underpin Chinese socialism are given in  the 13 sections 
o f the second part. This part defines the fundamentals we must hold 
to and the direction fo r our systems to im prove, and makes plans for 
future w ork.

T he 15th section and the conclusion constitute the third patlj 
w hich sets requirements for the Party^ leadership over the endeavor.

To fu lfill the purpose o f this session, we hope that all colleagues 
fully digest the guidelines laid out by the Central Com m ittee, focus 
our discussions on what we should uphold and consolidate and what 
we should im prove and prom ote, and share constructive opinions and 
suggestions fo r revising the draft decision.

N o te s

D en g X iaop in g: uO n  the R eform  o f  the System o f  Party and State Leader
ship , Selected W o rks o f  D eng  X iaoping^ V o l. I I ,  Eng. ed.* Foreign Languages Press, 
Beijing, 1995, pp. 331-332.

2  D eng X iaoping: "Excerpts from  Talks G iven  in  W uchang, Shenzhen, Zhuhai 
and Shanghai, , 5 Selected W orks o f  D eng X iao p in g , V o l. I l l ,  Eng. ed., Foreign L a n g u a g e s  

Press, Beijing, 1994, p. 360.

L ii Zuqian: E ssa ys on Z u o ^  Com m entary on the Spring and A utum n A n fl^  
(D ong L a i B o Y i). L ii Zuqian (1137-1181) was a w riter and neo-Confucian philos0- 
pher o f the Southern Song Dynasty.

Uphold and Improve the Chinese Socialist System 

and Modernize State Governance

October 31，2019

The plenary session has listened to the Political Bureau s w ork  
report, analyzed the current situation and tasks, and deliberated and 
adopted the ^D ecision o f the Central Com m ittee o f the Com m unist 
Party o f China on  U p h o ld in g  and Im p ro v in g  the Socialist System  
with Chinese C haracteristics and M o d e rn iz in g  the State System
and Capacity for G overnance” . A ll items on the agenda have been

completed.
Upholding and im proving the sociaUst system w ith Chinese char

acteristics and m odernizing the state governance system and capacity 
is a major issue that impacts on the full developm ent o f the undertak
ings of our Party and state, the long-term  stability o f the country, and 
the happiness and wellbeing o f the people. The CPC Central C om m it
tee decided to focus on these issues at this plenary session from  a 
political, national and strategic perspective, and based on the prevail
ing situation in  China and a vision for the future. The decision passed 

the plenary session provides a com prehensive answer to these 
4ucstions concerning state and governance systems: W hat should we 
uphold and consolidate? W hat should we im prove and promote? The  
r^port adopted at the plenary session is a M arxist guiding document
and a political proclamation. A ll Party members must align themselves
with the decision o f the plenary session in both thought and deed, 
and make its full im plem entation a key political com m itm ent.

Now, on behalf o f the Political Bureau, I  w ill make a few points

* Part of the speech at the second full assembly of the Fourth Plenary Session of the 

CPC Central Committee.
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• the idea o f prioritizing  ethics over sanctions in  governance and 
guiding people w ith virtue;

• the people-centered philosophy hold ing  that the people have 
primacy over the ruler and the aim o f governance is to ensure 
and im prove the people’s wellbeing;

• the idea o f equality am ong all people in terms o f social status 
and wealth, and taking the wealth o f the rich to help the poor;

• the idea o f justice and im partiality o f the law;
• moral standards advocating filia l piety, fraternity, loyalty to the 

country, good faith, propriety, justice, integrity, and conscience;
• standards for the appointm ent o f officials based on virtue and 

competence;
• the reform ist spirit as exem plified by such adages as: ''A lthough  

Zhou is an ancient state, its destiny hinges on reform >,2;
• the principle o f good neighborliness and harm ony in relations 

with all other countries; and
• the belief in  the prim acy o f peace and opposition to bellicosity.
These ideas constitute a m ajor part o f traditional Chinese culture

and the ethos o f the Chinese nation. Since the introduction o f M arx
ism to China, scientific socialism has become w idely accepted by the 
Chinese people. It  has gone on to take root in this country and deliv
ered impressive results. This is clearly not accidental. It  is consistent 
with the culture and values that our people have taken up and passed 
°n for several thousand years. K a rl M arx made a shrewd observation  
°n the slogans o f ancient Chinese peasant uprisings that had some 
socialist content. H e said, uN ow  Chinese socialism may adm ittedly be

sar̂ e in relation to European socialism as Chinese philosophy in  
relation to Hegelian philosophy . ’ ’ 3

O ver a long period o f h istory China led the w orld  in  develop- 
ent- It  forged a com plete set o f  state and governance systems 

c〇vering the court, adm inistration o f prefectures and counties, land, 
N ation , civil service exam ination, supervision and the m ilitary, many 
°f which were absorbed by neighboring nations. W ith  the advent o f  
Modern times, China was reduced to a semi-feudal and semi-colonial
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society due to the decadence and im potence o f  the feudal govern 
m ent and the invasion and occupation o f im perialist powers. The 
autocratic m onarchical system that had ruled China for several millen
nia was confronted by a grave crisis. Facing increasing political and

national challenges, countless progressives struggled in  search of ways
to create a better future for the nation. They pioneered new state and 
governance systems, and experim ented w ith various solutions such as 
constitutional m onarchy, parliam entary systems, m ultiparty politics, 
and presidential governm ent. But all these efforts ended in  failure.

O n ly  after the founding o f the CPC in  1921 did China find the 
path to national independence and prosperity and the peopled libera
tion and happiness. D u rin g  the N ew  D em ocratic Revolution (1919- 
1949), our Party rallied and led the people in  establishing the peopled 
govern m en t in  the re vo lu tio n a ry  base areas, and exp lo rin g  new 
dem ocratic econom ic, p o litica l and cultural systems, w hich gener
ated valuable experience fo r founding a country where the people 
are the masters. A fte r assuming state power, our Party led the people
in  enacting the C om m on Program 4 in  1949 and the Constitution in
1954, by w hich the systems and structures o f our state and govern
m ent were established. O n  this basis, the Party led the people in 
conducting socialist transform ation , establishing socialism  as our
basic system, and com pleting the broadest and m ost profound social 
change in  China^ history. It  created the fundamental political condi
tions and national systems fo r achieving all the progress in  China 
today. Since the launch o f reform  and opening up in  1978, the Party 
has led the people in  developing socialism w ith Chinese characteristics 
and im proving China^ state governance, so that contem porary China 
is fu ll o f  new vigor.

In  summary，guided by M arxism ，the Chinese socialist system and

state governance system have developed from  the real conditions and
culture o f China, and they enjoy the fiill support o f the people. They 
represent the m ost fundam ental achievem ent o f  the Party and the
people through lengthy struggle and strenuous effort. W e must trea
sure them, uphold them w ith determ ination, and keep them up to date.
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open up the right path, develop sound theories and establish effec. 
rive systems. The CPC has guided the developm ent o f the state and 

governance systems w ith dynam ic M arxism  adapted to the Chinese 
context. The Party works to im prove its understanding o f the inner 
rules behind its governance, the developm ent o f socialism , and the 
evolution o f human society. The results o f our success in  practice are
institutionalized in a tim ely manner. A ll these efforts enable our state
and governance systems to em body the basic principles o f scientific 
socialism and manifest distinct features o f our nation and our times.

The essential attribute o f our state and governance systems is that 
they always represent the fundam ental interests o f the people, safe
guard the peopled status as masters o f the country, reflect the peopled 
com m on w ill, and protect the peopled legitimate rights and interests. 
This is precisely w hy the operation o f the systems in  our country is so 
effective and dynamic. They are always directed to realize，protect and 
develop the fundamental interests o f the greatest possible majority of 
the people, guarantee and im prove their wellbeing, and share the fruits 
o f reform  am ong all our people in  a fair way. Th is means they can 
deter conflicts am ong political parties, guard against the partiality of 
interest groups，and prevent a small “ elite”  from  m anipulating politics.
In  this sense，they are m ore advanced than any other system.

W e are always open to useful governance experience from  other 
countries, digesting its essence and em ploying it fo r our own use on 
the basis o f our own systems. For example, we learned a lot from  the 
valuable experience o f the Soviet U nion  during the in itial period of 
the PRC in building socialism. Since the launch o f reform  and open
ing up, we have opened w ider to the outside w orld and combined 
socialist system w ith a m arket econom y, allow ing the m arket to play 
the decisive role in  resource allocation and the governm ent to better 
fu lfill its functions. This has significandy helped unleash and develop 
the productive forces, and boost vitality throughout society.

W hat distinguishes scientific socialism from  utopian socialism lS 
that the form er, which is not a set o f fixed dogmas, sees socialism
a constantly-im proving process. A fte r the Cultural Revolution, Deng

148 T he G overnance o f C hina
,r〇ve the C hinese Socia list System  a n d  M odern ise S ta te  G overnance 149

• nointed out, u〇ur Party and people estabUshed a social-
after long years o f b loody struggle. A fter all, although our 

ist syste — a v.〇c cnffpreH d isruption , it issvstem  is still im perfect and has suffered d isrup tion , it is 
* h better than the capitalist system based on the law o f the jung e 
：；t p n n d ；ie o f ahead^ at the expense o f o th e r, O u r
system wiU im prove m ore and m ore w ith  the passage o f tim e. B y
O r b in g  —  progressive elements of 〇 細〔 。 u n : ’，: :  w ill become

the best in the w orld. CapitaUsm can never achieve this.
R eform  and op em n g up o ve r the past 40 years has grea ly  

improved our sociaUst system and state governance system by reme y 
ing the shortcomings o f our systems and mechanisms. A fter the 18th 
CPC N ational Congress in  2012 , We extended our com prehensive 
reform. This fully demonstrates the capacity for self-im provem ent o 
our state and governance systems. It  is foreseeable that as we drive 
reform to deeper levels, these systems w ill show greater vitality and 
eive us a cutting edge in  international com petition.

Third the Chinese sociaUst system and state governance system 
have generated substantial results. ^Approach teUs m ore than words, 
andamduc:ti:eVealsm orethanapproach .，，7 P ra c tic e is th e b = tto u c -  

stone o f the efficacy o f our systems. O ver the seven deca es s 
the founding o f the PRC, our Party has led the people in  creating two

miracles.
The first is rapid econom ic grow th. In  only a few decades we have 

achieved a degree o f industriaUzation that took developed countries 
several centuries. China is now  the w orld's second largest economy. 
Our overall national strength, capacity in  science and technology, 
national defense capabilities, cu ltu ral in fluence, and Internationa
status have increased remarkably， and our people s lives have greasy

improved. The Chinese nation now  stands tall and steadfast in  t e 
East.

TTie second is lasting social stability Our country has maintaine

social harm ony and stabiUty fo r a long period o f tim e, and the peop e 
live happy and stable lives. China is recognized as one o f the countne 
^hose people enjoy a strong sense o f security.
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It  is fair to say that no other state and governance system in human 

history could have achieved these two miracles in  such a short time.
W e must uphold and consolidate our tried and tested systems, and 

im prove and develop them , so as to transform  their strengths into 
efficient state governance.

I  have often said that only the wearer o f the shoes knows if  they 
fit o r not. The Chinese people know  best whether the Chinese socialist 
system suits the country o r not. W e must be definite and determined 
on this critical po litica l issue, and m ust never lose our bearings or 
become confused. A ll Party members, especially leading officials, must 
take a clear political stance on this issue, and m aintain confidence in 
the Chinese socialist path, theory, system and culture at all times and 
in  all circumstances. W e must be as tenacious as bam boo, as described 
by Zheng X ie: ''In  the face o f all blows, not bending low, it still stands 
fast. W hether from  east, west, south o r north the w ind doth blast.,,s i

I I .  Fu lly Im plem ent the D ecision o f the Plenary Session

T he plenary session has defined a com prehensive plan and set 
clear requirements for upholding and im proving the Chinese socialist 
system and m odernizing the state governance system and capacity. We 

must make sound plans for both short-term  and long-term  goals, and 
ensure well-organized and coordinated im plem entation o f all the tasks 
set out at the plenary session. To this end, we* need to focus on three 
points. The first is about upholding and consolidating; the second is 
about im proving and developing; and the third is about implementing 
and follow ing up.

F irst, we m ust resolutely uphold and consolidate socialism  with 
Chinese characteristics. It  is w ell-knit and complete, and supported by 
fundam ental, basic and im portant systems, w ith the system for CPC 
leadership in  the dom inant position. CPC leadership is the fundamefl-
tal element o f our country’s leadership system. Since the 18th CPC 
N ational Congress we have stated that the defining feature o f Chinese

socialism is CPC leadership, that the greatest strength o f the Chines^

ciaUst system is CPC leadership, and that the C PC  is the highest 
force for poUtical leadership. T h is plenary session also emphasizes: 
*<We must ensure the Party exercises overaH leadership over all areas 
of endeavor in  every part o f the country, and resolutely safeguard 
the Central Com m ittee's authority. W e must im prove the leadership 
system in which the Party exercises overall leadership and coordinates 
the efforts o f aU, and im plem ent the Party's leadership in  aU aspects
of state governance.”  This is the m ost valuable experience the Party

has drawn from  leading the people in  revolution, econom ic develop
ment, and reform . W e must uphold Party leadership in  developing our 
systems, push forward all our undertakings, and im prove our w ork in  
all areas. We must conscientiously im plem ent the fundamental require
ment that the Party exercises overall leadership and coordinates the 

efforts o f all.
This plenary session has sum m ed up the experience we have 

gained through practice, and redefined some concepts on the basis 
of our fundam ental, basic and im portant systems. For instance, it 
has confirm ed that the basic sociaHst econom ic system contains the 

following elements:
* public ownership playing the dom inant role w hile developing  

together w ith other form s o f ownership,
* multiple modes o f distribution with “to each according to their

work” as the principal form , and
* a socialist market economy.
The plenary session has also highlighted the fundamental system 

which ensures that M arxism  guides all our ideological w ork. It has 
forther expounded on a set o f systems:

* the rule o f law under Chinese socialism,
* the administrative system under Chinese socialism,
* the system for prom oting the advanced socialist culture,
* the system ensuring the wellbeing o f urban and rural residents,
* social governance based on collaboration and broad participa

tion w ith the goal o f benefiting all,
* the system for prom oting eco-civilization,
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• the C P C ^ absolute leadership over the peopled arm ed forces, >
• the fram ework o f “ one country, two systems’’，and
• CPC and state supervision.
The fundamental, basic and im portant systems o f Chinese social

ism  are the institu tiona l fram ew orks fo r various undertakings of 
the Party and the state. W e must strictly follow  these systems when 
drawing up developm ent plans, prom oting the rule o f law, formulat
ing policies and measures, and m aking concrete plans fo r our tasks. 
They must be follow ed to the letter. W e always say that leading offi
cials, especially those o f high rank, must have a keen political sense, 
clear political insight, and strong political capacity. O ne o f the key 
requirem ents is to unsw ervingly uphold these systems, and conduct 
conscious self-examination against them when we contemplate prob
lems, make decisions and ensure im plem entation. W hen encounter
ing problem s concerning our fundam ental goal, we m ust take these 
systems as the guidelines in  solving  such problem s. W e m ust take 
an unequivocal stance on the cardinal issues o f principle. In  judging 
w hether Party com m ittees and Party leadership groups at all levels 
have played their role in  leadership and supervision in  their respective 
areas, the key lies in whether they have faithfully follow ed and imple
mented these systems. I f  they are put in place w ith precision, we will 
not make any fatal o r political mistake.

Second, we m ust im p rove  and develop  ^:he C hinese socialist 
system and state governance system to keep up w ith the changing 
tim es. A n  ancient Chinese scholar observed, “ Plants w ith  strong 
roots grow  well，and efforts w ith the right focus ensure success.” As 
Chinese socialism has entered a new era, our country now  finds itself 
at a new developm ent stage. The principal challenge facing Chinese 
society is the gap between unbalanced and inadequate development 
and the peopled grow ing expectation for a better life. This sets many 
new tasks and requirem ents fo r state governance. T h is , naturally 
requires us to further im prove and develop our socialist system and 
state governance system.

M aking our state system m ore mature and better defined c〇nŝ
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tutes a dynam ic process. M odern izing  state governance capacity is 
also a dynamic process. W e cannot get there in  one step, neither can
we falter in our efforts. The goals we set in  this regard must also be
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updated appropriately to suit the changing circumstances. W e should 
never idealize our goals o r rush fo r quick results; n o r should we 
become complacent and satisfied w ith the old ways.

In his article “ Proposals on  G overnance” ，Su Shi o f the Song
Dynasty (960-1279) said, uO n ly  by solving the hardest problem s can
one achieve the loftiest goals . 55 M ost o f the targets and tasks set out 
at this plenary session are designed to fill in  blanks and remedy weak
nesses in our state and governance systems. They are oriented to solve 
problems. In  practice, we must place the emphasis on upholding and 
improving the fundamental, basic and im portant systems that under
pin Chinese socialism, and devote all our efforts to consolidating our 
foundations, leveraging our strengths, and addressing our weaknesses, 
so as to establish a w ell-developed, procedure-based and effective 
framework o f systems.

To im plem ent the decision  o f  this p lenary session, we m ust 
combine them w ith the existing reform  tasks, and establish an effec
tive mechanism that ensures all tasks are carried out. W e need to
review the status o f previous reform  tasks, consolidate what we have
achieved and carry on w ith the tasks yet to be completed. A t the same
toie, we need to integrate the new tasks into our existing agenda and 
ensure tangible results.

Party committees and Party leadership groups at all levels, under 
the unified leadership o f  the C entral C om m ittee, should im prove  
0ur systems and governance capacity in  the local context, study and 
^p lem en t the systems that are urgently needed fo r im proving state 
governance as specified by the Central Com m ittee, and the systems 

are essential fo r satisfying the peopled expectation fo r a better 
We need to encourage bold  innovation and experim entation at 
grassroots level，and act quickly to docum ent and analyze gover

nance concepts， approaches and measures that prove to be effective
at die grassroots, thereby creating a constant flow  o f im provem ents
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to the systems. B eing proactive in  this regard, all local a u th o ritie s  

departm ents and entities m ust also fo llow  the overall plan o f  the 

Central Com m ittee and abide by laws and regulations. It  is forbidden 
to breach rules, reject the overall plan, o r rush to action. The key is to 
fu lfill the tasks and goals set out at this plenary session.

T h ird , we m ust stricdy fo llow  and im plem ent our systems. The 
vitality o f  a system lies in  its im plem entation. Some people today still 
lack reverence fo r our systems. They do not act in  accordance with 
them and even bend them to their w ill. Some make every effort to 
explo it loopholes and circum vent them . Some fear o r are reluctant 
to obey them , and try  by every means to evade the restrictions and 
supervision they im pose. Therefore, we need to strengthen enforce
m ent and supervision to put our systems into better practice.

Party com m ittees and governm ents at all levels and their lead
ing officials must have a stronger awareness o f our systems, lead by
exam ple in  safeguarding their authority and execution，and ensure
the im plem entation o f m ajor decisions and plans o f the Party and 
the state in  line w ith our systems. D ifferent areas are not allowed to
w ork on their own w ithout synergy, to apply different standards, or to 
enforce systems to different degrees. W e should give full play to the
role o f our systems in  guiding direction, regulating conduct, increas
ing efficiency, m aintaining social stability, and preventing and diffusing 
risks. We need to establish a full-coverage mechanism to enforce and 
supervise them — from  regional governance, governance in  different 
sectors and industries, and com m unity-level governance to governance 
o f a w ork unit. Selective o r com prom ised enforcem ent is forbidden. 
Those w ho fail to im plem ent the decisions and prohib itions by the 
Central Com m ittee, or feign com pliance, should be investigated
punished, so that the authority o f our systems is effective at all times 
and in  all places. In  order to strengthen the caliber o f officials in the 
new era, we should focus on im proving their governance capacity, 
enhancing their ability to advance undertakings, fu lfill duties, exercise
power and w ork stricdy w ithin the fram ework o f our systems.

Party organizations at all levels, especially public communicatio11
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A partments, should conduct com m unication w ith the public on the 
Chinese sociaUst system. They should guide all Party m em bers and 
all 〇f society to understand the defin ing features and strengths o f  
Chinese socialism, and understand that we must cherish our state and 
governance systems, as they have been created through hard efforts 
and have w ithstood the test o f time. T o im prove and develop them , 
we must proceed from  our national conditions. W e m ust take into  
consideration both our traditions and the path, experience and p rin
ciples the Party and the people have created. W e should not b lindly  
copy the systems o f  o ther countries. W e m ust b u ild  deep-rooted  
confidence in  our own am ong our youth through public education. 
We must create new and better ways o f  com m unication w ith  our 
people and the international com m unity, to make our discourse on 
China^ state and governance systems m ore persuasive and appealing.

Party committees and Party leadership groups at all levels must 
carry out the plans o f  the C entral C om m ittee, and com m unicate  
the decision o f the plenary session to the public in  a well-organized 
manner. We need to take targeted approaches fo r different audience 
groups, so as to ensure that the plenary session has a real im pact on  
the people. W e w ill strengthen our supervision o f the im plem entation 
of these decisions. Relevant departments o f the Party should provide  
timely updates to the C entral C om m ittee on  the progress o f the 
respective tasks in  local areas and sectors. It  is necessary to summarize 
dieir best practices in  executing the decisions. The Central Com m is
sion for Further R eform  is responsible for coordinating the execution 
°f the reform  tasks decided at the plenary session.

Dear colleagues, to upho ld  and im prove the Chinese socialist 
system and m odernize the state governance system and capacity has 
long-term strategic significance. It  also represents a practical issue for 
today. H olding a strong sense o f political duty and historic responsi- 

and m aintaining firm  confidence and resolve, we must apply an 
^^ovative spirit to accom plishing the tasks put forw ard at the plenary 
session, and guarantee the realization o f the Tw o Centenary Goals 
and the Chinese Dream  o f national rejuvenation.
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N o te s

1 ⑽是  <  This book is a representative w ork by Shang
Yang and his follow ers. It  is also an im portant basis fo r research in to  the legal phi- 
losophy o f  the Shang Yang school.

2  B o o k  o f  Songs. T h is  quote h ighlights the im portance o f  re fo rm . In  the late 
Shang D ynasty (1600-1046 BC) the vassal state o f Z h ou , led by J i Chang, became 
pow erful by undertaking a num ber o f reform s. U ltim ately the vassal state, led byji^ 
son, overthrew  the Shang and founded the Z h o u  D ynasty (1046-256 BC ). -  Tr.

3  K a rl M arx and Frederick Engels: ^Review  Qanuary-February lSSO]^, K arl Marx 
(^ F re d e r ic k  A ngels: Collected W orks, V o l. 10, E ng. ed., Progress Publishers, Moscow, 
1979, p. 267.

4  T he C om m on P rogram , adopted in  1949 at the F irst P lenary Session o f the 
Chinese Peopled P olitical Consultative Conference w hich exercised the functions 
and powers o f  the later N ational Peopled Congress, served as the provisional Con- 
stitution. — TV.

’ D eng X iaop in g: “ O n  the R eform  o f  the System o f  Party and State Leader- 
ship,5, Selected W o rks o f  D eng X ia o p in g , V o l. I I ,  Eng. ed., Foreign Languages Press, 
Beijing, 1995, pp. 321-322.

6  Ib id ., p. 335.
7  Fu  X uan: F u  Z i. Fu  X uan (217-278) was a w riter, philosopher and politician 

w ho lived during the Three K ingdom s period and the W estern Jin  Dynasty.
8 Zheng X ie : “ Bam boos am id Rocks” （Z h u  Shi). Zheng X ie  (1693-1765)，also

know n as Zheng Banqiao, was a painter and w riter o f  the Q in g  Dynasty.
9  L iu  X iang: G arden o f  Stories (Shuo Y uan). L iu  X ian g (77-6 BC ) was a writer and 

bibliographer o f  the W estern H an Dynasty.

The People as M asters of the Country



A Better Life for All Our People*

November 30, 2017

China’s developm ent path is the path o f socialism w ith Chinese 
characteristics. It  is a choice o f the times and o f the people. A fte r the 
founding o f the PRC in 1949, and especially since reform  and open
ing up started about 40 years ago, China has witnessed unprecedented 
changes. China is now  the w orlds second largest econom y, and the 
standard o f liv in g  o f  ou r 1.3 b illio n  people continues to im prove. 
More than 700 m illion people have escaped from  poverty. Practice is 
the sole criterion for testing truth. A ll our historic achievements have 
strengthened our confidence in  the path, theory, system and culture 
of Chinese socialism. A s I  pointed out in  2017 in  the report to the 
19th CPC National Congress, after several decades, Chinese socialism  
has entered a new era. The principal challenge facing Chinese society 
is the gap between unbalanced and inadequate developm ent and the 
ever-growing expectation o f the people for a better life. In  the past, 
we worked to provide fo r peopled basic needs; now  we are striving to 
^p ro ve  their quality o f life. W e must focus on im proving the quality 
and efficiency o f developm ent to better meet the grow ing expectation 
°f our people in all areas, and further prom ote w ell-rounded personal 
development and com m on prosperity fo r all. B y 2050, we w ill build  

Wna into a great m odern socialist country that is prosperous, strong, 
democratic, culturally advanced, harm onious and beautiful.

The 19th CPC N ational Congress made com prehensive plans to 
Pr〇m〇te econom ic, political, cultural, social and eco-environm ental 
Pr〇gress in  China. W e w ill continue people-centered developm ent and

♦ Ar •
All. Haui points of the speech during a meeting with members of the World Leadership

Ce attending the 2017 Imperial Springs International Forum.
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further im plem ent the vision o f innovative, coordinated, green, open 
and shared developm ent. By introducing in-depth reform  in  all a r j  
we hope to inspire creativity throughout society and unleash new  

im petus fo r developm ent. W e w ill raise opening up to higher levels 
and cover all areas. China w ill not close its door to the w orld; we will 
only open it wider. W e have a grand yet simple goal -  a better life f〇r 
all our people. A n d  we have full confidence in achieving this goal.

The People Are Our Greatest Strength in 

Governance*

M a r c h  1 ， 2 0 1 8 - D e c e m b e r  2 7 ， 2 0 1 9

The people are the creators o f  h istory, the fundam ental force  
determining the future o f the Party and the country. O u r Party comes 
from the people, has its roots in  the people, and serves the people. W e 
will lose this vital force if  we are detached from  the people. W e should 
learn from  Com rade Z h ou  E n la i, and adhere to the Party s com m it
ment to building itself fo r the public good and exercising power for
the people. We must champion the Party’s principle of serving the

people wholeheartedly, im plem ent the mass line in  every aspect o f  
national governance, and strive to help the people fu lfill their desire 
for a better life. W e must always rely on the people to create history.

{ f r o m  th e  s p e e c h  a t  a  s e m in a r  c o m m e m o r a tin g  th e  1 2 0 th  

b ir th d a y  o f  Z h o u  E n l a i y M a r c h  1 , 2 0 1 8 )

II

We must address the m ost pressing issues that are essential to 
peopled im m ediate interests. T h e ir concerns, be they b ig  o r sm all, 
should be handled w ith the greatest care and attention. W e must start 
W  addressing issues o f public concern, delivering the outcomes that 
satisfy public needs. W e w ill strengthen extensive em ployment services,

* Excerpts from speeches made between March 1, 2018 and December 27, 2019.
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make it a pnonty to help and support people in  straitened circumstanc
es, and m ove faster to com plete a m ultitiered social security systenu
W e w ill strengthen the system fo r com m unity governance, c o n t in u e  

w ith targeted poverty alleviation and elim ination, and prom ote more 
targeted and meticulous measures to ensure public wellbeing.

(from  the speech during  a  v is it to  H u b e i Province, 

A p r i l 2 4 -2 8 } 201S)

III

We must always uphold our fundamental stance o f siding with the 
people, and striving fo r the weUbeing o f the people as our ultimate 
m isS1〇n. W e m ust remain com m itted to the principle o f serving the 
people wholeheartedly, and carry out the mass Une. W e must respect 
the people's principal position and pioneering spirit, always maintain 
close ties w ith them , channel their strength into  an invincible force, 
and unite and lead them  to create h istoric achievem ents. This is a 
natural choice we have made in  keeping w ith the trend o f  this era, and 
a responsibility we undertake as Com m unists in  staying true to our 
original aspiration.

(from  the speech a t  the cere細 ny com m em orating the bicentenaty 〇j  

th e b irth  o f  K a r l M a r x , M a y  4 , 201S)

IV

O u r Party serves the people w holeheartedly in  pursuit o f their 
wellbeing. O n  the long way ahead, we bear heavy responsibility ami 
m ust not stop o r slacken our efforts. O n ly  w ith determ ination and 
perseverance can we carry on to fu lfill our m ission, do justice to these 
great times, and live up to the peopled expectations.

(from  the speech a t  a se w itta r on p ressin g  p ro b lem s rela ted  to 伽 
Tw o A ssu ra n c es a n d  T hree G uaran tees during  a  visit to

C hongqing M m id p a lity , A p r i l  1 5 -1 7 , 2019)
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V

The people are our Party's greatest strength in  governance. They 
^  the soHd base o f our repubHc, and the foundation o f a well-buUt 
Party and a prosperous nation. O u r Party is from  the people, fo r the 
people, and successful because o f the people. It  must always be close 
to the people, and w ork v igorously by their side through thick and

thin. .
Every Party m em ber m ust bear these in  m ind: T he Party works

for the people's interests and has no interests o f its own. AH it does 
is to reaUze, safeguard and develop the fundam ental interests o f the 
people. The people are the creators o f h istory; the people are the 
true heroes. W e must trust and rely on them . W e are always ordinary  
members o f the w orking people, and m ust m aintain close ties w ith

the people.
(from  the speech a t the C onference on the A sp ira tio n  a n d  M issio n

E d u ca tio n  C am paign, M a j 3 1 ，2 0 1 9 )

V I

The people are our P arty^ foundation and greatest strength in  
governance. It  is in  this sense that we say peopled support is o f para
mount im portance. It  is the people w ho w ill judge whether our Party 
members and officials still rem em ber and honor our m ission. Their 
commitment w ill be tested in  practice. To im prove the people s well
being in all respects, officials at all levels must always bear in  m ind our 
purpose o f serving the people wholeheartedly, always w ork to ensure 
* e  people Uve and w ork in  peace and contentm ent, and always be 
^todful o f their difficulties and needs.

(from  in stru ctio n s on th e A sp ira tio n  a n d  M issio n  education  

cam paign during  a  v is it to  Inner M o ngo lia  A u to n o m o u s  

Kegion, Ju ly  1 5 -1 6 , 2 0 1 9 )
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V II

Staying true to our founding m ission is, in  essence, a matter J  
w om  we serve and whose support sustains us. O u r Party was f o u ^ i  

or t e people and has always been o f  〇ne heart w ith the r - J
〇un to the people by an inseverable tie, the Party w ill always be k  

he service o f the people to fulfil] its ^  〇uf w〇fk J  J

s^n-m alang must proceed from  the peopled interests. We must s〇M  ^
 ̂e people s opm ions, understand their needs, and welcome their end 

asm s and suggestions. We m ust make solid efforts to address their 
oncerns, aHeviate their grievances, and warm  their hearts so that they 

wm always have a strong sense o f  gain, h a p p ^ s s , and security

(from  th e  speech a t  a  m eeting  o f  criticism  a n d  self-criticism  on tbt 

A s p ir a tio n  a n d  M issio n  education cam paign o f  th e Political 

B u rea u  o f  th e 1 9 th  C P C  C e n tra l C o m m it^  

D ecem ber 2 6 -2 7 , 2019)

Always Put the People First*

M a rc h  2 0 , 2 0 1 8

I  was elected at this session to continue to serve as the president 
of the Peopled Republic o f China. I  w ould like to express my heart
felt gratitude for the trust placed in me by all the deputies and Chinese 
people o f all ethnic groups.

It is a glorious m ission and a weighty responsibility to take on this 
great position o f the president o f the Peopled Republic o f China. I  
will, as always, faithfully fu lfill the responsibilities prescribed by the 
Constitution, be loyal to the country and the people, p erform  my 
duties scrupulously, do m y best，be diligent at w ork，and remain devot- 
ed and dedicated. I  w ill continue to act as a servant o f the people and 
accept scrutiny by the people, and w ill never in  any way betray their 
great trust.

Any member o f any state organ, no matter how  high a position  
one holds, should keep firm ly in  m ind that our republic is the Peopled 
Republic o f C hina, and that we m ust always put the people first, 
always serve the people wholeheartedly, and always w ork hard for the 
people’s interests and happiness.

The people are the creators o f  history. The people are the true 
heroes. The magnificent history o f the Chinese nation has been writ- 
ten by the Chinese people. T h e  extensive and p ro fou n d  Chinese 
civilization has been created by the Chinese people. The spirit o f the 
Chinese nation, kept fresh and alive th roughout h istory, has been 
^tiva te d  by the Chinese people. The endeavor o f the Chinese people 
^as led to a tremendous transform ation o f the Chinese nation: It has 
st〇〇d up, become better o ff and grow n in strength.

Part of the speech at the First Session of the 13th National People’s Congress.
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T h e  character and endow m ent o f  the C hinese people have 
fostered the Chinese c iv iliza tio n  over thousands o f  years. Thev 
have also exerted a far-reaching influence on the development 〇f 
China and on the ethos o f today5s Chinese. The great national spirit̂  
fostered, passed dow n, and developed by the Chinese people during 
their long struggle, has provided a strong impetus for the betterment 
o f China and humanity.

- The Chinese people are highly creative. Throughout thousands 
o f years o f history, they have always been ready to labor, to innovate, 
and to create w ith diligence.

O u r country has been the birthplace o f w orld-renow ned think
ers such as Lao Z i, Confucius, Zhuang Z i, M encius, M o Z i, Sun Zi 
and H an Fei Z i.1 The Chinese peopled great scientific achievements
such as paperm aking, gunpow der, p rin ting , and the compass have 
profoundly influenced the progress o f human civilization. We created 
such great literary works as the Book of Songs, Songs of Chu^fu poetn* 
o f the H an Dynasty (206 B C -A D  220), poetry o f the Tang (618-907) 
and Song (960-1279) dynasties, operas o f the Yuan Dynasty (1206- 
1368) and the novels o f the M ing (1368-1644) and Q in g  (1616-1911) 
dynasties. W e have passed dow n the pow erfu l epics — King Gesar, 
Manas and Jangar.2 We have built m ighty projects — the G reat Wall, the
Dujiangyan flood control and irrigation system, the G rand Canal, the 
Forbidden City, and the Potala Palace.

Today, the creativity o f the Chinese people is being unleashed to 
an extent never seen before, which is enabling our country to develop 
rapidly and stride forw ard at the forefront o f the w orld. I  am confi
dent that as long as 1.3 b illio n  Chinese people continue to demon* 
strate such great creativity, we w ill continue to create m ore miracles.

- The Chinese people are people w ith a great spirit o f endeavor* 
O ver thousands o f years, they have been able to discard the outdated 

and bring in  the new. O u r pursuit o f  progress has never paused. 
have developed and b u ilt an im m ense and beautiful country, and
explored vast expanses o f territorial seas. W e have opened up exten
sive and productive farm land, harnessed num erous turbulent rivers,
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me countless natural disasters. W e have bu ilt towns and 
and 〇Vedo«"d  aU over the country and developed a com plete range

tries O u r Uves are varied and colorful.
〇f T ,USC toese people have been weU aware since ancient times that 

^  sit id Ja n d  enjoy the fruits o f others' w ork, and that happi- 
WC CZ  〇 2  be adueved through great endeavor. W hat the Chinese 

le have achieved stems from  ingenuity and expertise, hard w ork, 
E n o r m o u s  sacnfice. I  believe, as long as all the Chmese people 
：phr r S nughty spin t o f endeavor, We wm ^  the great goal o f

^ ^ p e o p i e  a ,  peopie ^  a s p .，o f u ^ O ：： 

thousands o f years, they have rem ained united and stuck toget 
through thxck and thin. W e have built a united muluethmc 
developed harm onious relationships between 56 ^ hut d ^  
.terwoven ethmc groups; we have form ed one great Chmese M y  
where aU care for and help each other. Especia y in  m o 
confronted by a g g re s s ^  犯d p i t t e  fo r—  〇c哪 姐  

groups have joined to create a m agnificent epic o f defe g 
Chinese nation against external aggression. They have stoo s o 
to shoulder and fought heroically and relentlessly, defeating every 
cious invader and safeguarding national independence and ree om.

China today, w ith all ethnic groups striving w ith one heart, as 
achieved extraordinary successes. T he Chinese people have learned 
from our own experiences that on ly when we are united can we be 
strong and m arch forw ard. A  d ivided  country w ill not pro  p 
beUeve as long as aU the Chinese people uphold the spirit o f unity, we 

will forge an unstoppable and invincible force.
- The Chinese people are people with a great sp i?t 〇

Over a history o f thousands o f years, they have held fast to thei 
dreams and persevered in  pursuing their goals. W e have orm e t e 
ideal o f Uving in  prosperity, but also aspiring for the com m on good  

Ancient Chinese m ythologies, such as Pangu creating t e w  
Niiwa patching up the sky, Fuxi drawing the eight diagrams Shennong 
testing rhasine the sun, Jingw ei fillin g  up the sea, an
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Y ugong rem oving mountains, reflect our determ ination in  dauntlesslv 丨 
pursuing and realizing dreams. It  is ou r firm  belief that no matter 
how high a m ountain is, i f  we keep clim bing, we w ill reach the top； n〇 
matter how  long a road is, if  we keep w alking, we w ill reach the desti
nation.

Since the m odern era began, to realize the Chinese Dream of 
national rejuvenation has become the greatest dream o f the Chinese 
nation. Chinese people never yield to reverses, and they stand firm 
and indom itable. W ith  the spirit o f  fighting the enemy to the end, the 
resolve o f  recovering the lost on the basis o f self-reliance, and the 
ability to stand firm  am ong the com m unity o f nations, the Chinese 
people have made continuous efforts fo r m ore than 170 years to fulfill 
their great dreams.

Today, m ore than ever before, we are closer to, m ore confident 
of, and m ore capable o f m aking the goal o f national rejuvenation a 
reality. I  believe that as long as all the Chinese people keep carrying 
forw ard this spirit o f dreams, we can and w ill realize the rejuvenation 
o f the Chinese nation.

Com rades, such a great people, a great nation and great national 
spirit give us the pride and the strength to rem ain confident in the
path，theory，system and culture o f socialism w ith Chinese character-

istics, and the force to go forw ard in  spite o f all difficulties.
C hina is a socialist country o f peopled dem ocratic dictatorship 

under the leadership o f the w orking  class based on an alliance of 
w orkers and farm ers. It  is a country where all pow er o f  the state 
belongs to the people. W e m ust base our efforts on the interests of 
the people, ensure the principal status o f the people, hum bly 
from  the people, listen to their voices, and draw  on their wisdom* 
W e m ust ensure that the basic criterion o f our w ork is whether we 
have the peopled support, acceptance, satisfaction and approval.
m ust focus our efforts on addressing the m ost pressing，immediate

issues that concern the people the m ost. W e m ust also ensure that 
all Chinese people share the happiness and pride stem m ing from  the 
historic course o f national rejuvenation.

A lw a ys P u t the People F irst
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' ^  ^ 7 6  BPcT S P
nd the founder o f Taoism  in  P g O h i o r Z hon en i, was a philoso-

ef of Confucianism. Z h o u  was a Taoist phUosopher
Zhuang Z i (369-286 B Q , also know n as Zhua g ，

in the Warring States Penod. n M eng K e o r Z iyu , was a philosopher,
Mencius (c. 372-289 B C ), also know n as M eng R e yu 

to k e r and educator in  the W arring ^ e s J e n o d ^  ^  ^

Mo Z i (c. 468-376 B C ), f o u n d e r  o f the M ohist school.
s ta te s m a n  i n  t h e  W arring States e _ s  n W u  o r Changqing, was a m ilitary

Sun Z i (dates unknow n), also know n as ^  W u  C ha gq 
strateglst the late Spring and A utum n Penod (7 7 0 - 4 7 6  B  ^  ^  ^

Han Fei Z i (c. 280-233 BC ) was a leading exponent o f the Leg

Waning State Period. ,  ■ p jc 〇f  the K irg iz
 ̂ ^  G W. r  is an epic 〇f  the T ibetan  people. M a n a s  !S ep

people. is an epic o f the M ongols.



Never Fail the People*

March 22, 2019

Running such a huge country is a grave responsibility, and it brings 
arduous w ork. I  w ill fully com m it to the people and never fail them. I 
am ready to put aside m y own interests and devote m y all to China  ̂
developm ent.

A  w eightlifter can lift on ly a 50-kg barbell at the beginning. But 
through proper training he may achieve as much as 250 kg. I  believe 
that through m y w ork, through the concerted effort o f m ore than 1.3 
b illion  Chinese, we can definitely take on this weighty responsibility 
and build our country well. In  this I  am fully confident; the Chinese 
people are fully confident.

* Main points of the talk with Roberto Fico, president of the Italian Chamber of Dep*11̂
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Rereading the oath o f admission to the Party in  Shanghai, October 31, 2017, along mth 
other members o f the Standing Committee o f the P olitical Bureau of the 19tb CPC Central 
Committee — L J Keqiang (3rd right), U  Zhanshu (3rd left), Wang Yang (2nd right), Wang 
Huning (2nd left), Zhao h e ji (1st right), and H an Zheng (1st left) — at the site where the 
F irst CPC N ational Congress was held in  1921.

W ith officers and soldiers from  a company noted fo r its form er scouring hero 
M le inspecting an army division in  the Central Theater Com and of the P L A , ]anuary 3,

2018.



Chatting with village representatives and resident working team members on targeted mea
sures to eradicate poverty around the fire  p it in  a villager's home in  Sanhe V illage, Uangshan 
Y i Autonomous Prefecture, Sichuan Province, February 11, 2018. The follow ing day X i 
presided over the Seminar on Targeted Poverty Elim ination in  the provincial capital Chengdu.

Taking apuUU oath

m ^ Z F ir T s e s J r , o f ^  13th ^aH ona, People's 

Congress, March 17,2018.



Inspecting the Chenglingji H ydrological Station in  Yueyang, Hunan 
Province, A p ril 25, 2018. X i chaired a forum  on further development of 
the Yangtze R iver Economic Belt in  Wuhan, Hubei Province the follow ing 
day.

Chatting with workers at Q ixin g  Farm in  ]iansanjiang, an important grain production base 
in Heilongiang Province, September 25, 2018. During his inspecHon tour to the provinces 
of Heilongjiang, ] ilin  and Uaoningfrom  September 25 to 28, X i chaired a meeting on the 
revitalisation of northeast China.



G ^n g d o ^P ro v in T o L b e r 2 1 2 〇7 1  K〇ng'Zhubai-Macao bridge m Zhuhai, A t the conference celebrating the 40th anniversary o f China’s launch o f reform and opening 
up in the Great H a ll o f the People, Beijing, December 18, 2018, along m th L i Keqiang (4th 
right), L i Zhanshu (3rd left), Wang Yang (3rd right), Wang Hurting (2nd left), Zhao L e ji (2nd 
right), Han Zheng (1st left), and W angQishan (1st right).



Delivering a speech in  the Great H a ll o f the People in  Beijing, at the meeting m ark
ing the 40th anniversary o f the release o f the Message to Compatriots in  Taiwan, 
January 2 , 2019. 3

W ith teachers and students at the State Key Laboratory o f Elemnto-orgamc Chemistry in  
N ankai University, T ianjin, January 17, 2019.



A t a prim ary school in  Zhongyi Township o f Shî hu Tujia Autonomous County, A p ril 
15, 2019. During an inspection tour to Chongqing from  A p ril 15 to 17, X i presided over a 
seminar on pressing problems related to the Two Assurances and Three Guarantees.



Paj/ing tnbute a t a monument m arking the departure o f the Long 
March o f the Central Red A.rmj> in  Yudu County, Jian gxi Province, 
M ay 20, 2019, p rio r to the launch o f the Aspiration and M ission 
education campaign by the CPC  Central Committee.

Presiding over the Seminar on Promoting the Rise of Central China in Nanchang, 
during his inspection tour o f Jiangxi Province, M ay 21, 2019. X i listened to work 
reports from  officials of local authorities and central departments and made a speech.



Inspecting the Babusha Forest Farm in  Wuwei C ity, Gansu Province, August 21, 2019. 
X i heard reports about the city*s initiatives to prevent satfd encroachment and control deserti
fication, and was told o f the afforestation work carried out by s ix  local residents over three 
generations.

, to learn about protection and flood control projects 
Visiting a Yellow BJver management pom 
„n ,he L r in  Lanzhou, Gansu Province, August 21, 2019.



members o f staff f r o , the tea .s respo.sibU fo r building f  
D a Jg ln te rn a Ja l A irp o rt, SepUmbn 25, 2019. X i announced the offiaal opemng of 
the a irto rt at its launch ceremony, and inspected the terminals.



^view ing the armed forces during the celebrations to m ark the 70th anniver
sary of the founding o f the People's ^p u b lic of China on Tian'anm n Square 
in Beijing, October 1, 2019.



Meeting with ham  Cheng Yuet-ngor, chief executive o f the Hong Kong Special Adm inis
trative Region, on her visit to Beijing to deliver her annual work report at Zhongnanhai, 
December 16, 2019.

3



Presiding over the swearing-in ceremony o f Ho la t Seng as the fifth-term  chief executive of 
the Macao Special Adm inistrative Region, December 20, 2019. X i delivered a speech at 
the gathering in  the Macao East A sian Games Dome to celebrate the 20th anniversary of 
Macao's return to the motherland and the inauguration o f its fifth-term  government.

•3

Poverty Elimination and
a Moderately Prosperous Society
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throughout the country on schedule, an achievement which will

：：c ir  ̂  f〇r -  t 〇   ̂^
A New Chapter in the Fight Against Poverty*

F eb ru a ry  1 2 , 2 0 1 8

At its 18th N ational Congress in 2012, the CPC vowed to achieve 
moderate prosperity in  all respects throughout the country. A ccord
ingly, the CPC Central Com m ittee has included developm ent-driven  
poverty alleviation in  the Five-sphere Integrated Plan and the Four
pronged Com prehensive Strategy, and made it one o f the key tasks 
for realizing the F irst Centenary G oal. W e have produced a raft o f  
major strategies fo r the fight against poverty on all fronts. This is a 
fight o f unprecedented intensity, scale and influence. B ut we have 
made decisive progress, significantly im proving the w orking and living  
conditions o f poor areas and poor people, and in  so doing we have 
written a new chapter in  the history o f the fight against poverty.

First, we have set records in  the h istory o f poverty reduction in  
China. The rural p o o r population liv in g  under the current poverty  
line fell from  98.99 m illion  at the end o f 2012 to 30.46 m illion  at the 
end o f 2017, a decrease o f 68.53 m illion  and about 70 percent. The  
incidence o f poverty fell from  1 0 . 2  percent at the end o f 2 0 1 2  to 
3.1 percent at the end o f 2017, a decrease o f 7.1 percentage points. 
The average annual decrease was 13.7 m illion  in  the five years, which  

more than double the annual decrease o f 6.39 m illion  during the 
Seven-year P riority Poverty Reduction Program  (1994-2000)1 period, 
and double the annual decrease o f 6.73 m illion  during the 2001-2010 
period when the first O utline for Developm ent-driven Poverty Reduc- 
^°n in Rural Areas was im plem ented. This is a departure from  the old  
Pattern that the population escaping poverty w ould decrease after new  
standards were adopted. T he num ber o f im poverished counties has

Part 〇 f  the speech at the Sem inar on Targeted Poverty Elim ination.
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dropped fo r the first tim e, w ith 28 em erging from  poverty in 2 〇U 
and it is estim ated that 2017 w ill see around 100 m ore such ca ' 
when the final evaluation is complete. This shows our soUd pro^ 8 

in  addressing regional poverty.

Second, we have prom oted  faster developm ent in  p〇〇r areas 
W e have strengthened poverty alleviation by developing in d u s t r i e s  

and businesses that leverage local strengths, including new models 
o f poverty alleviation such as tourism , photovoltaic technology, and 
e-com merce program s. This approach has strengthened poor areas' 
endogenous vitality and m otivation for developm ent.

B y p ro m o tin g  eco-en viron m en ta l p ro te c tio n , re locating the 
im poverished population from  inhospitable areas to places with better 
econom ic prospects, and re tu rn ing  farm land back to forest, poor 
areas have seen significant im provem ents in  the environm ent and
good  results achieved in  poverty alleviation through environmental 
protection.

The developm ent o f  infrastructure and public services has greatly 
im proved basic conditions in  poor and especiaUy rural areas, breathing 
new life into them.

By identifying those liv in g  under the poverty line, helping them 
escape poverty, and carrying out poverty alleviation projects, grass
roots governance and management in  poor areas have seen significant 
im provem ent, and rural grassroots Party organizations have strength
ened their cohesion and vitality.

B y dispatching first Party secretaries and resident w orking teams 
to im poverished villages, we have trained governm ent officials and 
produced com petent people w orking  in  the countryside. To date, 
we have dispatched a total o f  435,000 officials to w ork as first Party 
secretaries and 2,778,000 w orking  team m em bers resident in  p〇〇r 
villages. R ight now  the corresponding figures are 195,000 first Party 
secretaries and 775,000 w orking team m embers. Shouldering heavy 
responsibilities, these officials fight side by side w ith their local peers 
in  leading villagers to emerge from  poverty. These officials w ork hard 
to b ring  happier Hves to the p oor, and some have even given their
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to this cause, dem onstrating their strong sense o f responsibility
aid deep love for the people. „ • ,

Third, we have form ed a strong synergy by p o o lin g  all social 
forces to fight poverty. G overnm ent investm ent is the m ajor input 
I d  plays a guiding role. W e have strengthened coUaboration between 
the eastern and w estern regions. W e have re in fo rced  the efforts  
0f Party and governm ent institutions directed tow ards designated 
regions, buttressed the role o f the m ilitary and arm ed poUce forces, 
and extended the participation o f social forces.

The state budget allocated to poverty alleviation grew at an aver- 
age annual rate o f 2 2 . 7  percent, and provincia l funds fo r poverty  
alleviation at 26.9 percent. Im poverished counties have integrated  
agricultural developm ent funds totaling R M B529.6 b illion  for poverty 
alleviation. G overnm ent financial departments have arranged loans o f  
RMB350 b illion  for relocation o f the poor, and granted small loans 
of more than R M B 430 bilUon and re-lending loans o f  m ore than 
RMB160 b illion  for poverty alleviation. Local governm ents o f poor 
areas brought in  m ore than R M B 46 b illio n  by transferring surplus 
land quotas for urban construction.

In  cooperation between the eastern and w estern regions, 342
more-developed counties in the east paired up w ith 570 im poverished

counties in  the west, contributing  to poverty alleviation in  western 
China and prom oting coordinated developm ent between regions. B y
providing poverty alleviation assistance to designated targets, Party 
and governm ent institutions, particularly central Party and govern
ment departments, are able to gain a better understanding o f rural
and im poverished areas, and im prove  their w orking  practices and 
tta in th ekoffic ia ls in th eprocess.

A ll sectors o f society have participated w idely in  poverty allevia
tion. State-owned enterprises directly under the central governm ent
have provided targeted assistance to m ore than 1 0 , 0 0 0  im poverished

^ a g e s  in  around 1 0 0  counties in  form er revolutionary base areas. 
Private enterprises have participated in  the pairing-up program  to help
m〇re than 10,000 poor villages. B y the end o f 2017, 46,200 private
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enterprises had p ro vid e d  assistance to 51 ,200  villages 邏 

R M B 52.7 bilUon in  poverty aUeviation projects through supp〇̂ 3  
local businesses and donating R M B 10.9 b illion  to program s for pub?  
benefit. These endeavors have benefited m ore than 6 . 2  m illion 
tered poor. The China G lo ry  Society organized m ore than 5 〇〇 Wey 
know n entrepreneurs to participate in  targeted poverty aUevlati〇 n 
activities in  Liangshan Prefecture, Sichuan P rovince. Cooperation 
agreements were reached on 149 projects w ith a contract value total
ing R M B203.7 bilHon, and m ore than R M B 40 m illion  was donated for 
public welfare in  the prefecture. These activities have not only helped 
im poverished villages and people to escape from  poverty, but also 
prom oted the great Chinese tradition o f helping the poor and assist- 
ing those in  difficulty.

N o t long ago, I  received a letter from  20 young Party members of 
the China Railway Tunnel G roup  w ho were w orking on the Chengdu- 
K u n m in g  Railw ay expansion project. They said that m ore than 50 
years before, the fathers o r grandfathers o f m any o f them had been 
invo lved  in  constructing the Shamulada Tunnel, the m ost difficult 
section o f  the C hengdu-K unm ing Railway. B uilders o f  the previ
ous generations feared neither danger nor death, and dared to break 
through natural barriers; w ith this heroic spirit they turned natural 
chasms into thoroughfares, and their achievements are unsurpassed in 
the h istory o f railway construction anywhere in the w orld. N ow  these 
young people have taken on the m antle from* previous generations, 
and accepted the m ission o f  building the XiaoxiangUng Tunnel, the 
longest and m ost d ifficu lt run  on the new Chengdu-Kunm ing Rail
way. Determ ined to match their predecessors and remain true to their 
m ission, they are w orking hard to complete the expansion project as 
quickly as possible. Once complete, the railway w ill become an tlaccel- 
erator>,, help ing people along its route to escape poverty. Reading 
the letter, I  am very pleased to see that the younger generations take 
responsibility for and are loyal to the country and the people.

Fourth, we have established an institutional framework with Chinese 
characteristics for the fight against poverty. W M e  strengthening CPC
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j^ h io  we have included in  the framework the follow ing systems:
^  T a  responsib ility system w here every party fu lfills  the ir ow n  

duties and functions;
. a w orking system w here targets o f assistance are accurate y 

identified and targeted efforts are made to help them  out o f

poverty; ,
. a policy system where policies at all levels are coordinated;
• an investm ent system  to  guarantee fin a n c ia l su p p o rt and  

provide huma.n resources,
• an assistance system where targeted measures are im plem ented 

for different regions, villages, households, and individuals;
. a social m obiUzation system to eUcit extensive participation and

build synergy;
• a multi-channel and om ni-dim ensional oversight system; and
• a stringent evaluation system.
This framework provides a strong institutional guarantee to back

up the fight against poverty. T he m ost fundam ental element o f this 
framework is a w orking m echanism  whereby the central leadership 
makes overall plans, provincial authorities take overall responsibiUty, 
and city and county authorities take charge o f im plem entation  
authorities at aH levels sign w ritten pledges so that clear goals are set, 
accountability is ensured, and im plem entation measures are adopted.
With these achievements, we have contributed C h ina ’s v is ion  and

approaches to the global cause o f poverty reduction.
We have gained valuable experience in  the follow ing respects from  

die practice o f fighting poverty.
Firstly, we uphold C PC  leadership to provide a strong organiza

tional guarantee. Strong leadership is vita l to the fight against poverty. 
We have given play to the role o f Party com m ittees at aH levels in  
exercising overaU leadership and coordinating the efforts o f all. In  
addition, we have put in  place a system whereby top leaders o f the 
Party and governm ent at the provincia l, city, county, tow nship and 
^ a g e  levels take fuU responsib ility fo r this w ork. T h is provides a 
firm political guarantee fo r poverty alleviation.
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Secondly, we uphold the strategy o f targeted poverty alleviation
to im prove effectiveness. Targeted efforts are essential to the fi^it
against poverty. W e must take targeted measures to reduce and eradi
cate poverty, including:

• identify the poor accurately,
• arrange targeted program s,
• utilize capital efficiently，
• take household-based measures,
• dispatch first Party secretaries based on village conditions, and
• achieve the set goals.
W e identify the targets o f poverty alleviation, determine who will 

carry out the w ork and how  they should do it, and make clear how to 
apply an exit mechanism fo r those w ho have emerged from  poverty. 
W e do not spray preferential policies indiscrim inately o r <ckill fleas 
w ith a hand-grenade>,. Instead, we adopt targeted measures for differ
ent villages, households and individuals according to their specific 
conditions, so that we can address the root causes o f poverty.

Third ly, we increase investment and strengthen financial support. 
Funding is a key guarantee fo r the fight against poverty. We have 
ensured m ulti-channel funding and diversified investm ent: govern
ment funding is the main source and plays a guiding role; input from 
financial institutions is increasing; the capital m arket^ role in  support
ing  poverty alleviation is tapped; and private funds are going into 
poverty alleviation on an extensive basis. 3

Fourthly, we m obilize people from  all quarters. To fight poverty, 
all parties should com bine in  a jo int effort. B oth the governm ent and 
society play their roles to the fu ll, w ith governm ent-sponsored
ects， sector-specific program s，and corporate and societal assistance
supplem enting each other. W e have m obilized all sectors and coordi-
nated the market and society, so a poverty alleviation framework 
extensive social participation is now  in  place.

F ifth ly，we have strict requirem ents to encourage hard w ork afld

concrete results. T h is is essential to the fight against poverty. Wc 
must exercise full and rigorous Party self-governance throughout the
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S0J Z  Z  -su its  are genuine, can prove their w orth u, prac.ce , and 

o f l e  poor help then, access education and buEd a sp ,

developed further.

N otes

' n .e  State C o u n c il launched  th e  Seven-year 

in  A p ril 1994. T h e  p ro g ra m  set fo r th  th e  goa l to  re s 〇u rce s  and m 〇b iliz -

up to  2000, o f  co n ce n tra tin g  hu m a n , m a te n a l, an resid e n ts  m eet th e ir

ing a ll sectors o f  soc ie ty  to  h e lp  80 m illio n  im p ove n sh e d  ru ra l

basic needs o f  life .



Win the Battle Against Poverty*

February 12, 2018

The 19th CPC N ational Congress in  2017 has made overall plans 
for the final stage o f the battle against poverty, and relevant measures 
have been set out at the Central Conference on Econom ic W ork, the 
Central Conference on Rural W ork, and the N ational Conference on 
D evelopm ent-driven Poverty A lleviation . To im plem ent these plans 
and measures, we should prioritize  the results o f poverty alleviation, 
focus on severely im poverished areas, and make solid progress on all 
fronts.

F irst，we should strengthen organization and leadership. Wfe must 
w in the tough battle against poverty, as our Party has made a solemn 
prom ise to the people. W e m ust be true to our prom ise. Since the 
18th CPC N ational Congress in 2012, poverty eradication is the only 
issue on w hich Party and governm ent heads at the provincial level 
have signed w ritten pledges. A ll Party and governm ent officials, espe
cially top leaders at every level, must enhance their political awareness 
and sense o f responsibility, and lead efforts to fu lfill this mission.

H ere  I  w ou ld  like  to em phasize that P arty com m ittees and 
governm ents o f im poverished counties assume the m ain responsibil
ity in  poverty elim ination, and their top leaders are the first persons 
responsible. D u rin g  the final stage o f the fight against poverty, offi" 
cials should rem ain steadfast in  their posts and focus on this task. 
Those incapable o f the task should be replaced, and those involved 

in  fraud and fa lsification  m ust be held accountable. T he  central 

departments concerned should research and form ulate an action plafl 
on poverty elim ination, and set a timetable and roadm ap for ending

* Part o f the speech at the Sem inar on Targeted Poverty E lim ination.
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extreme poverty in three years.
Second, we should adhere to our goals and standards. O u r goals 

are: Firstly, we w ill help all rural population defined as poor by current 
standards to emerge from  poverty, thus eradicating extreme poverty; 
secondly, we w ill help all im poverished counties out o f poverty, thus 
eliminating regional poverty.

T he poverty standards are an im portant gauge for deciding targets
and measures, and also for evaluating the results o f poverty elim ina
tion. The CPC Central Com m ittee has reiterated on m any occasions 
that in the final stage o f the fight against poverty, the standards are set 
to deliver the Two Assurances and Three Guarantees1, and bring key 
indicators o f basic public services in  poor areas close to the national 
average. We must stick to these standards from  beginning to end and 
ensure sustainable results, neither low ering the bar nor setting expec
tations too high.

Third, we should enhance relevant systems and mechanisms. We 
will continue the w orking mechanism whereby the central leadership 
makes overall plans, provincial authorities take overall responsibility, 
and city and county authorities take charge o f im plem entation. The  
central leadership produces the top-level design in  two respects: estab
lishing policies and provid ing funds for local poverty eradication on 
Ae one hand, and tightening oversight over the evaluation o f results 
on the other. Provincial authorities make action plans in  accordance 
with central policies, and guide and supervise im plem entation. C ity and 
county authorities take specific measures based on local conditions to 
ensure that all poverty alleviation policies and plans w ill deliver.

We w ill im prove the mechanism fo r evaluating poverty alleviation 
results as our w ork progresses, so that provincial authorities take the 

not only in  setting requirem ents and taking on responsibilities, 
also in  perform ance evaluation. T h ird -p arty  evaluation w ill be 

^p ro v e d  to narrow  dow n the scope and sim plify procedures, w ith  
focus on assessing whether the Tw o Assurances and Three Guar- 

antees have been fu lly  delivered. T he provincia l authorities should
evaluate and review  w hether a county has em erged from  poverty.
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Supervision and inspection teams sent by central authorities c o n d u c t  

spot checks to ensure the authenticity o f  evaluation results. The 

process o f  sum m oning provincia l-leve l officia ls fo r inquiries into 
problem s in  their poverty alleviation w ork w ill be im proved. We plan 
to hold another round this year, and w ill make this a regular practice 

and talk to officials whenever problem s arise.
Fourth, we should take targeted measures. To w in the fight against 

poverty, the key lies in  targeted measures. To support m acro decision
m aking and guidance, we should im prove the system fo r registering 
the poor, w ith a focus on strengthening data sharing and analysis. We 
should advance targeted policy im plem entation. W e should take into 
consideration local conditions, and apply different measures for differ
ent villages, households, and individuals. Solid w ork should be done 
to help the poor population by developing businesses, relocating them 
from  inhospitable areas, creating m ore job opportunities, renovating 
dilapidated houses, im proving education and health care, and develop
ing the eco-economy.

Here I  w ould like to emphasize poverty alleviation through busi
ness developm ent and relocation. These are the m ain solutions to 
increasing incom e and elim inating poverty in  the long run. N ow  that 
food and clothing are secured fo r the poor, we should plan for the 
future and aim  fo r sustainable developm ent o f agriculture, and we 
m ust not be shortsighted in  pursuit o f  quick successes and instant
benefits. The state has invested very heavily in  relocation projects fe>r
the poor. W e cannot relocate people indiscrim inately, fo r exampk 
m oving households that need not m ove and leaving poor households 

where they are. In  the next three years all registered poor in nee(̂  
o f relocation w ill be relocated first, and other residents in  the same 
villages w ho are eligible fo r relocation w ill also be catered for* P°°r 
people w ho cannot be relocated for the time being should be guaran
teed basic food and clothing and proper access to com pulsory educ  ̂
tion, medical care, and safe housing. Future poverty alleviation can 
com bined w ith the rural revitalization strategy to relocate the p0〇r 
step by step, for the purpose o f protecting the eco-environment an
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jnaking steady progress in  poverty elim ination and towards prosperity.
Fifth, we should im prove fund management. O ften  substantial in  

value and covering m any areas and locations, poverty alleviation funds 
are managed over a long course, m aking their supervision d ifficu lt 
and thus attracting wide attention. W e should strengthen supervision 
to ensure that the use o f funds is transparent and clean. W e should 
increase financial input to ensure it matches the goals o f poverty elim 
ination. We should integrate funds fo r poverty alleviation and im prove 
the management o f agricultural funds, to ensure that they support the 
targeted programs while increasing efficiency and benefits.

We w ill establish databases o f  county-level poverty alleviation
programs, strengthen evaluation, and expand the reserve o f poten
tial programs, preventing funds from  lying idle o r being wasted. W e 
should im prove the public inform ation system, in  w hich the allocation 
and utilization o f poverty alleviation funds at the provincial, city and 
county levels w ill all be made public; program s and their use o f funds 
at the tow nship and village levels w ill be open to public scrutiny. 
Those com m itting corruption  in  poverty alleviation, once identified, 
must be investigated and held accountable.

Sixth, we should im prove our conduct. The CPC Central C om m it
tee has designated 2018 a year o f im proving Party conduct in  fight- 
mg poverty. W e should focus on identifying and resolving problem s, 
particularly weaknesses in  the F ou r Consciousnesses, u n fu lfille d  
responsibilities, untargeted measures, poor m anagement and use o f  
^nds, im proper w orking practices, and lax perform ance evaluation. A  
long-term mechanism should be put in  place to ensure that prom inent
problems in  poverty alleviation, once reported, are thoroughly inves- 
^8 ated. Confirm ed cases o f  m isconduct m ust be made public, and 
^ 〇se responsible held accountable. W e must draw lessons from  those 
Cases，im prove our policies and measures, and strengthen regulatory 
systems to close the gap between the bars o f the institutional cage. 

^eventh5 we should enhance the training o f officials. The key to
%htinj
C 〇

g poverty lies in  their way o f thinking, capabilities and drive.
^p eten t personnel are w hat p o o r areas m ost need. In  recent
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years we have selected and dispatched large numbers o f officials and 
professionals to w ork in  p o o r areas. In  the long  run , however, the 
num ber o f people we can send is always lim ited. Poor areas must rely I  
on their own officials and professionals to develop. This year we will 
focus on training for poverty alleviation officials at all levels. Central 
authorities w ill organize training for leading officials at the provincial 
level. P rovincial, city and county authorities should strengthen training 
for officials at their own levels, w ith different priorities and focuses.

For officials at the county level and above, the focus o f training 
should be im proving their political awareness, form ing a sound atti
tude towards perform ance, m astering approaches to targeted poverty 
elim ination, and developing the ability to analyze and resolve prob
lems. F or officials w orking at the grassroots, the focus is improving 
theit ability to tackle practical ptoblem s，so there should be mote case 
studies and on-the-spot training. To enhance their ability in  targeted 
poverty alleviation and eradication, we should cultivate officials to be 
well-versed in  poverty reduction policies, capable o f solving problems, 
and disciplined in  their conduct.

W e should attract a broad range o f  professionals to join poverty 
elim ination and rural developm ent, encouraging college graduates, 
fo rm er servicepeople, and people w orking  o r do ing  business else
where to return to their hom e villages o r take leadership positions 
o r start businesses. W e should take better cai'e o f  grassroots offi* 
cials fighting poverty and encourage them to w ork harder during the 
toughest stage towards final success, by m aking sure that the capable 
are in  the right positions, the hard-w orking are duly rewarded, and 
those w ho sacrifice themselves fo r the cause are remembered by all*

E igh th , we should m otivate the poor. Im poverished people ^  
both recipients and im plem enters o f poverty alleviation. We should 
help them  access education and build aspirations. W e should b〇〇st 
th e ir enthusiasm  and in itia tive , and m otivate and guide them  
im prove their lives through their own efforts, so as to make the pover
ty eradication process an internally sustainable force.

W e should im prove ou r approach to the figh t against poverty
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by providing jobs instead o f g iv in g  grants, and by rew arding and 
subsidizing productive activities, so that the poor get m ore involved  
in poverty alleviation program s. W e cannot do their w ork for them  
or simply dole out m oney and supplies. Instead we must encourage 
more pay for m ore w ork. By strengthening guidance through regular 
communication sessions and material rewards, we w ill encourage the 
poor to learn from  and catch up w ith each other, and m otivate them  
to rise out o f poverty as soon as possible.

The role o f  village  rules and established practices should be 
brought into play. W e can establish poverty alleviation councils, ethics 
panels, and wedding and funeral councils to guide the poor in aban-
doning outdated customs and cultivating healthy practices through
different channels. This w ill also ease peopled financial burdens. Role 
models should be leading protagonists. T he ir stories should be spread 
so that the poor are m otivated and feel proud o f freeing themselves 
from poverty, and earn a better living through hard w ork.

In  three years, tim e, when we have defeated poverty in  this genera
tion, we w ill have brought to an end, once and fo r all, the extreme 
poverty that has shackled the Chinese nation fo r m illennia. This w ill 
be a source o f great pride. Let us w ork together to achieve this goal, 
one o f great significance to the Chinese nation and to the w hole  
of humanity. It  is m y belief that as long as the w hole Party and the 
people pull together and w ork hard, we are sure to w in this battde.

N o te s

This refers to  assurances o f  adequate food and clothing, and guarantees o f  ac- 
cess to com pulsory education, basic m edical services and safe housing fo r im pover
ished rural residents.



Deliver the Two Assurances and 

Three Guarantees*

A p ril 16, 2019

It is a basic requirement and core indicator in our poverty eradica
tion effort that by 2020 we wiU succeed in delivering the Two Assur
ances and Three Guarantees for impoverished rural residents This 
is key to the success o f the final stage o f our fight against poverty. 
Generally speaking, the Two Assurances have been deUvered, but 
there are still some weak aspects relating to the Three Guarantees.

In  compulsory education, over 600,000 school-age children have 
dropped out o f school nationwide. Rural boarding schools do not 
have adequate infrastructure to meet the needs o f all children who 
remain in  rural areas while their parents leave to work in cities. In 
medical services, some impoverished people are not covered by basic 
medical insurance, and some cannot receive tim ely treatment for 
com m on and chronic diseases. Im poverished counties, townships, 
and viUages lack adequate medical facilities, and some villages do not 
even have cUnics or quaHfied doctors. In  housing safety, roughly 1.6 
m illion households fall into the four categories1 that are given priority 
in renovation o f dHapidated houses, including about 800,000 impov
erished households that have been registered. In  some rural areas, 
safe home assessment is inaccurate or not conducted at all. Drinking 
water quaHty is still an issue; about 1.04 m illion impoverished people 
do not have access to safe drinking water, and the infrastructure for 
over 60 m illion rural people needs t〇 be impr〇ved M  加此 pr〇b_
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lems, if  not properly solved by 2 0 2 0 , w ill chip away at the success o f  
our poverty elim ination effort.

All p rovin c ia l authorities and central departm ents m ust give
priority to these problem s, bu ild  consensus and solve them  effec
tively. To address these pressing problem s, we should adopt a w ork
ing mechanism whereby the central leadership makes overall plans, 
provincial authorities take overall responsibility, and city and county 
authorities take charge o f im plem entation. The State C ouncil Lead
ing Group o f Poverty A lleviation  and D evelopm ent should strength
en coordination and su pervision  to adjust the overa ll w ork  in  a 
timely manner. The M inistry o f Education, M inistry o f H ousing and 
Urban-Rural D evelopm ent, M in istry  o f  W ater Resources, N ational 
Health Com m ission, and N ational Healthcare Security A dm in istra
tion, as both members o f the Leading G rou p  o f Poverty A lleviation  
and D evelopm ent and authorities responsible fo r addressing the 
Three Guarantees, should make sure that the leading officials take 
charge o f the overall e ffo rt and other officials are responsible fo r
specific w ork to ensure the im plem entation o f policies. They should 
define their criteria and supporting policies in  line w ith  respective 
departmental functions to guide all regions to id en tify  and solve 
problems. Relevant provinces, autonom ous regions and m unicipali
ties directly under the central governm ent (hereinafter ^provinces  
and equivalent adm in istrative un its”) should o rgan ize  grassroots 
agencies to examine the situation, and fo rm  a clear picture before
working out targeted plans and measures by coordinating all organi
zational resources. Cities and counties should im plem ent these plans 
and measures, and closely track the progress to make sure the Three 
Guarantees are provided to all households.

I have emphasized repeatedly that we should m aintain the current 
poverty eradication standard, neither raising nor low ering it. G uaran
teeing access to com pulsory education means ensuring that children 
from p〇〇r families do not drop out o f school during the com pulsory 
education period. Guaranteeing access to medical care means cover- 
^ 8  all im poverished people w ith medical insurance w hich w ill make
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treatm ent o f  com m on and chronic diseases accessible and afford
able for them , and allow them to m aintain their norm al life should 
they suffer from  a serious illness. Guaranteeing access to safe hous
ing means m oving im poverished people out o f dilapidated houses. 
Ensuring drinking water safety means giving all rural people access 
to safe d rin k in g  w ater through a coordinated approach. This is a 
basic national requirem ent, but the situation varies from  place to 
place. F or example, in  terms o f housing safety, attention should be 
given to ventilation in  south China while keeping warm  is essentially 
im portant in  north China; in  terms o f  drinking water safety, north
west China should focus on  accessibility o f water w hile southwest 
China needs to solve the problem s o f water supply, storage and qual
ity. A ll regions should be flexib le and take their ow n realities into 
consideration rather than im posing a un iform  requirem ent. Various 
measures have been explored in  solving pressing problem s concern- 
ing the Three Guarantees, but some regions have raised the standard 
either consciously o r unconsciously. The regions that have raised the 
threshold far beyond the national standard should scale it down, and 
those that have kept the bar by and large unchanged should continue 
to m aintain the stability and consistency o f policies.

The effort to deliver the Two Assurances and Three Guarantees
should be based on a clear knowledge o f the actual situation and any 
pressing problem s. But in some localities, things rem ain vague. This 
is not acceptable. The relevant authorities should help all localities to 
identify the problem s so as to take targeted measures. They should 
also coordinate efforts to make statistics accurate and consistent.
The authorities in  charge o f specific sectors should take the lead in 
w orking out plans, and all provinces and equivalent administrative 
units should form ulate specific measures, tim etables, and schemes 
to ensure that tasks are com pleted as scheduled. W e have adequate 

policies and enough funds for addressing the Three Guarantees, but
the key is to get things done. W e should w ork harder and direct m〇re 
attention  to the m ost p rom inent prob lem s, id e n tify in g  gaps anĈ 
im proving weaknesses one by one and from  household to household*
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^  should fuUy publicize our poUcies and standards, to ensure an 
C u ra te  understanding am ong all sectors o f society and un ify our

thinking.

N otes

> T h is refers to  registered im poverish ed  hou seholds, hou seholds en titled  to  sub- 
. oi i owances severely im p o verish ed  ru ra l residents cared fo r at th e ir hom esr二 = : 二 二 二 - 一 - 一 一 一 ⑽ .
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Follow the Guidance o f the Third Plenary 

Session of the 19th CPC Central Committee*

February 28, 2018

Here, Td like to make a few points on how we should im plem ent 
the decision o f the plenary session from  the perspective o f the guid
ing philosophy, overall plans, objectives and tasks it has set out.

First, we must be clear on the fundamental issue o f upholding the 
authority and the centralized, unified leadership o f  the CPC Central 
Committee. U pholding and strengthening overall Party leadership is 
an intrinsic requirement and an im portant element o f further reform  
of Party and state institutions. It  is a political theme that underpins 
the entire process o f reform . It  was clearly stated at the Party’s 19th
National Congress last year that the prim ary task in  reinforcing the 
Party’s political foundations is to ensure that the w hole Party obeys 
the Central Com m ittee and upholds its authority and centralized, 
unified leadership. T he pow er o f m aking principles and guidelines 
of the Party and the state rests w ith the Central Com m ittee, and the 
whole Party must safeguard the final and sole authority o f the Central 
Committee through concrete action. A n y  organization and m em ber 
°f the Party, whatever their level o r field and wherever they are, must 
°t>ey the centralized, unified leadership o f the Central Com m ittee. A ll 
Ae work under the charge o f central departments and local authori- 
^ es must be planned and im plem ented in  a context o f  resolutely 
^p lem enting the decisions and plans o f the Central Com m ittee, so 

all the orders from  the top are carried out.
Governing a country is like planting a tree. I f  the roots are firm ,

1〇 Part o f the speech at the second full assembly o f the T h ird  Plenary Session o f the 
Uth CPC Central Com m ittee.
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the branches —  leaves flourish . ， ， 1 The roots o f our goveri^
the leadership o f the Party and the Chinese socialist system. ^  
pronounce it confidently and unequivocaUy. Party leadership mu!*r 
comprehensive, systematic and holistic, and it must be followed in jii 

respects -  econom ic, poHtical, cultural, social and e c o -e n v im n ^B  
progress, national defense and arm ed forces, national reunification 
foreign affairs and strengthening the Party. I f  it were absent or weak 
ened in  any field, respect o r stage, the Party5s strength and the causes 
o f our Party and country would be underm ined.

O u r emphasis on uphold ing  the authority and the centralized, 
unified  leadership o f  the C entral C om m ittee does not mean thal 
dem ocratic centralism and intra-Party democracy can be ignored. It is 
w rong to regard the two as m utually contradictory. Prom oting intn- 
Party dem ocracy and exercising centralized, unified leadership aie 
consistent rather than contradictory. D em ocratic centralism is the 
Party's fundamental organizational principle, and intra-Party democn- 
cy its lifeline. O u r democratic centralism is a system in  which we have 
both centralism  and dem ocracy, both discipHne and freedom, both 
unit) o f w ill and personal ease o f m ind. It  is a system that integrates 
dem ocracy and centralism.

Since the 18th CPC N ational Congress, the Central Committee
has attached great im portance to developing intra-Party democraq 
and drawing on coUective wisdom . Before issuing im portant materials 
- reports to the Party's congresses, documents o f the plenary sessions 
o f the Central Com m ittee, im portant documents and m ajor decisions 
o f the Party, reports on the w ork o f the governm ent, key measures 
for reform  and developm ent, and im portant documents on the work 
o f central departm ents -  we always solicit opinions from  a certain 
num ber o f  Party members. In  some cases we solicit several rounds 
o f opinions. Sometimes, the range o f  solicitation covers ail the p r 
inces and equivalent adm inistrative units, o r dozens o f departments 
o f the Central Com m ittee and the central governm ent. W hen review 
ing m ajor decisions, the Central Com m ittee requires that the 〇pini〇nS
collected are reported, whether they are favorable o r not.

_  ren tra l Com m ittee strictly fo llow s these institu tionalized  
.^ d ize d  procedures. O f  course, after collecting opin ions  

inil U c e  from aU parries involved, it is the Central Com m ittee that 
* the final decision. D u rin g  the process o f deUberation and 

7  «i〇n we give broad rein to dem ocracy and let everyone speak 
S Aeir irind freely. Once a decision is made by the Central Com m it- 

I  however, it must be im plem ented w ithout fail. D u n n g  the course 
of'im plem entation, com plaints and problem s m ay be reporte in  
accordance with the relevant intra-Party procedures to higher-level 

authorities and even to the Central Com m ittee.
With such a huge Party in  a vast country Uke ours, i f  the final 

and sole authority o f the Central Com m ittee were underm ined, the 
decisions o f the C entral C om m ittee were ign ored , and everyone  
Mowed their own way o f thinking and worked their own way, noth
ing would be achieved. W e adopt centraHsm on the basis o f giving
broad re in  to democracy and upholding the authority and centralized,

unified leadership o f the Central Com m ittee, so that we can pool the 
wisdom o f the entire Party and reflect the wiU o f all Party members.
This is one o f o u r Party’s great innovations -  it  is a m ajo r strength

of the leadership by the Party and sociaUst system. It  is conducive 
to rational, democratic and law-based decision-m aking and avoiding  
major — or even worse, fatal — mistakes; it can also help us overcome 
segmentation and a silo m entality and avoid a situation where there 
is only deliberation but no decision o r where decisions are made but
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development o f the Party and the country.
The relationship between the Party and the governm ent is not 

°nly a m ajor theoretical issue; it is also an im portant practical one. 
After the beginning o f reform  and opening up in  1978 we discussed 
the separation o f the Party and the governm ent w ith  the goal o f  
solving the problem s o f low  efficiency, excessive and overstaffed  
apartments and a dilatory approach to w ork. Adm ittedly, at that time 

lacked both theoretical understanding and practical experience,
and cmr efforts to  solve o u r problems of governance and governing



198 T h e  G o vern a n ce  o f  C h in a

capability were tentative. Since the beginning o f reform  and openijiM 
up, whatever adjustments have been made to the relationship between 
the Party and the governm ent, there has been one unchanging princi- 
pie, w hich was stated by D eng X iaoping, <cW e must uphold leadership 
by the Party and never abandon it, but the Party should exercise its 
leadership effectively / 52 O n  this subject o f leadership, D eng quoted 
V lad im ir Lenin, <£The dictatorship o f the proletariat means a persis
tent struggle -  b loody and bloodless, v io lent and peaceful, military 
and econom ic, educational and adm inistrative — against the forces 
and traditions o f the old soc ie ty .... W ithou t a party o f  iron that has 
been tempered in  the struggle, a party enjoying the confidence of all 
honest people in  the class in  question, a party capable o f watching 
and influencing the m ood o f the masses, such a struggle cannot be 
waged successfully/ 53 D eng em phasized that this truth expressed by 
Lenin still holds.

W h en  it comes to p rop erly  handling the re lationship  between 
the Party and the governm ent, the first and forem ost principle is to 
uphold  the leadership o f  the Party. T h is is a precond ition  for the 
d iv is ion  o f  functions. F urtherm ore , no m atter how  functions are 
divided, the prim e purpose is to uphold and im prove the leadership 
o f the Party. As the CPC is the ru ling Party in  our country, its leader
ship position and ru ling status are closely linked. The Party^ power to 
exercise centralized, unified leadership cannof be divided. We cannot 
talk about the separation o f the Party and the governm ent o r the inte
gration o f  the two in  a sim plistic way. Rather, we should constantly 
im p ro ve  the way the P arty exercises leadersh ip  and governance 
according to specific features and basic conditions in  different fields.

In  this round o f reform  o f  Party and state institutions, we have 
reflected deeply on strengthening the overall leadership o f the Party， 
taking a holistic approach to the setup o f Party and governm ent insti
tutions, and im proving the efficiency o f the Party and the governrnent 

in  the new era. The focus o f our efforts is to design and organize 
institutions to ensure stronger leadership by the Party over all areas. 

W e w ill adjust those Party and governm ent institutions whose jurisdic-

• narr〇w and whose functions overlap, and place the offices 
0 0 0  1S t〇CPC Central Com m ittee^ bodies for decisxon-making, delib- 

nd coordination  in  governm ent departm ents, in  an e ffo rt 
£ratl〇n ve the dem arcation between the Party and the governm ent 
t〇ar h "vT〇ne matter dealt w ith in  a joint manner. O u r purpose ,  to 
^  h n the leadership o f the Party, im prove the governm ents  

^  o deUvL sm ooth out the relationship between the Party and

- ： r nment, ；nd estabut

r ^ r r a s r o n l a d e  by the Central C o a t e e  based

ieade；
ship over im portant w ork means im proving their capacity for orgam-

so as t〇 e n s u , the ^ d v e  7 ，—  
of major decisions and plans o f the Central C om m ittee They can ̂  

up speafic institutions in  Hght o f local condm ons. 〇 A e than 
Party and governm ent institutions and functions that all u n d e ^  
centraUzed, unified leadership o f the Central Com nnttee and those

concerning consistency o f the legal regime, at
poUcies, and market management, other institutions and 
local levels do not have to correspond to national ones. In  ad(^  * 
local authorities should identify  p rio rities and address themselves 
to tasks w ith a decisive bearing on reform  and deve opm en  
localities, and refrain from  trying to attend to m ajor and m m or

at one and the same time. c ^  . r
Second, we must understand the goal o f further reform  o f Party 

and state institutions. It  was determ ined at this plenary session hat 
the objective o f further reform  o f Party and state institutions is to 
estabUsh a functional system o f these institutions that is com plet 
weU-conceived, standard and efficient; a Party leaderslup system that 
ensures the Party's core role in  exercising overall leadership and coor
dinating the efforts o f aU; a law-based adm inistrative Soverna  
system w ith clear functions and responsibilities; w or -c ass a 
forces w ith Chinese characteristics; and a sound system o pe〇p
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organizations fo r brid g ing  and serving the general populace. With 
these systems in place, we w ill be able to prom ote coordinated actions 
and fo rm  synergy am ong the peopled congresses, governm ents, politi
cal advisory bodies, and supervisory, judicial and prosecuting organs,

peop le ’s o rgan izations, enterprises，public  in stitu tion s，and social
groups under the unified leadership o f the CPC, so as to comprehen
sively raise the national governance capacity.

A s an im portant part o f socialist system w ith Chinese character
istics, the functional system o f  Party and state institutions encom
passes the adm inistrative activities o f the Party and state at various 
stages and levels and in  various fields, the interactive relationship 
between them , and the intrinsic connections w ithin them. B y reform
in g  and im p ro v in g  the systems o f  Party leadership, government 
adm inistration, the armed forces, and peopled organizations, we need 
to p rom ote  the in tegration  o f  various institu tions and functions, 
im prove coordination and efficiency in  the handling o f Party and state 
affairs, and establish a basic fram ework o f Party and state institutional 
setup and functional allocation that adapts to the requirements o f the 
new tasks in  the new era. The Party leadership system that ensures 
the Party exercises overall leadership and coordinates the efforts of 
all is o f prim ary im portance, covering all areas and elements. Under 
the leadership o f the Party, peopled congresses, governm ents, poliri" 
cal advisory bodies, and supervisory, judicial ^n d  prosecuting organs, 
peopled organizations, enterprises, public institutions, social groups,
and arm ed forces fu lfill their respective duties and responsibilities

and coordinate w ith one another in  an orderly manner. This ensures 
that the central and local authorities have consistent policies that are 
im plem ented sm oothly, effectively and w ith vitality.

L ookin g  to realize the Tw o Centenary G oals and implementing 
both the Five-sphere Integrated Plan and the Four-pronged C〇nipf^  
hensive Strategy in  a coordinated way, we have defined fa rs ig h t 
institutional strategies in  this round o f further reform  o f Party ^  
state institutions, w ith the goal o f establishing the basic framewo^ 
o f the setup and functions o f Party and state institutions and ach i^
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ing optim ization, coord ination  and efficiency. O p tim iza tio n  means 
that the setup and functions must be well-conceived and rational, and 
power must be matched w ith responsibilities. C oord ination  means 
the need to balance central leadership and the delegation o f power, 
and the need to address priority  areas. Efficiency means good perfor
mance and sm ooth procedures. T o  m eet these requirem ents, we 
should properly handle the follow ing bilateral relationships.

The relationship between centralized leadership and delegation  
of power. In  further reform  o f Party and state institutions, the two 
are inherently coherent. W ith  proper centralization we can ensure 
that departments function m ethodically and avoid acting in  disunity, 
thus im proving the overall efficiency o f the system. Through proper 
delegation o f power, we can stimulate the enthusiasm, initiative and 
creativity o f every unit and every sub-system. In  this round o f further 
reform, we w ill establish and im prove the systems and mechanisms by 
which the Party exercises leadership over m ajor tasks, and optim ize the 
Central Committee^ bodies for decision-making, deliberation and coor
dination, which are responsible for top-level design, overall planning, 
coordination and prom otion o f m ajor w ork. W e w ill also strengthen 
and optimize the PartyJs leadership over tasks regarding further reform , 
law-based governance, the economy, agriculture and rural areas, disci
pline inspection and supervision, organization, com m unication and 
^Jture, national security, the judiciary and law enforcem ent, the united 
front, ethnic and religious affairs, education, science and technology, 
cybersecurity and inform ation  technology, foreign affairs, and audit- 

These arrangements are intended to enable the Party to exercise 
m〇re effective leadership and coordination over m ajor initiatives that 
^ave an overall bearing on the undertakings o f the Party and the state, 
exert sponger centralized leadership at a higher level, better wield its 
P°wer, and fu lfill its responsibilities, so as to im prove efficiency and 
ensure diat all o f its decisions are implemented. It  is im portant to note 
^ at Party exercises overall leadership over m ajor issues rather than 
E n d in g  to all matters big and small.

relationship between the part and the w hole and between the
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present and the future. Further reform  o f Party and state institution I 
has an overall bearing on the undertakings o f the Party and the state I 
and involves all areas and aspects o f econom ic and social develop. I 

ment. In  this round o f further reform , some departments need to be 
strengthened, some w ill be m erged, some are to be dissolved, some 

w ill be placed under new o r other superior bodies, and so forth. It 
one takes a local perspective and sees from  the existing organiza
tional makeup and authorization, they may w ell come up with a lot 

o f reasons fo r m aintaining the status quo. How ever, faced with m  
circumstances and tasks and the need for long-term  development, if 
we fo llow  the old m entality and believe that it is fine to remain the 
same and there is no need to reform , we w ill be unable to solve the 
outstanding problem s and may even create problem s. In  this round of 

further reform , we plan to establish the M inistry o f N atural Resourc
es, M in is try  o f  E c o lo g y  and E n v iro n m e n t, M in is try  o f  Veterans 

A ffa irs , M in istry o f Em ergency M anagem ent, N ational Healthcare 

Security A dm inistration, China International D evelopm ent Coopera

tion Agency, N ational Im m igration Adm inistration and other institu
tions. To set up these agencies, we have taken into consideration both 

the need to solve the m ost prom inent problem s o f the present stage 

and the need to adapt to developing trends in future. A s plans made 
for the overall progress o f the undertakings o f the Party and the state, 

they are meant to address both pressing cucrent problem s and also 

preset measures for some strategic goals, so as to meet the long-tef® 

needs o f the Party and the state.
The relationship between large and small departments. A n  imp〇r* 

tant goal o f this round o f further reform  is to solve the problem  
overlapping and fragm ented departm ental functions, and to set up 
institutions in  a coordinated and integrated m anner so as to better tap 
into  their efficiency and strengths. To achieve this goal, we have taW1 

substantial steps towards establishing larger governm ent departm^flts, 
and this should be carried out steadily. N o t all departments need to 
large, since some are specialized and some are comprehensive. 
for comprehensive ones, large size does not fit all, nor is it essenti

J a ^rinns in a single department. The key is to group 
t〇PUt nsTnTrational manner in Une with reality that facilitates work 
細 c〇〇nS 1 efflciency. Large small，it all depends on needs 
.nd improves ef Y- optimiZation and coordination. This
j r 〇r r h： r ： er  —  ^  g〇— t, m, tary and
round of furthe^ reIU11' 1/ i1V related to econom ic, poUtical, cultural,

- a  t h e  a e v d o p . e n ,  o f  t h e

5 The t ansfer o f functions and adjustm ents o f insntutional 
Pafty' a l  closely Unked, and the internal correlation and interacnonsetup are closely ’ ref〇rm wiU have an impact

between vanous ref ^  heir& T h is requires us to place
on other reform s and need PP ^  & c〇〇rdinated

across the board.
TM rd, we must understand the direction and requKement o f ^ e  

reform o f the socialist market econom y and see to i m ent
plays the decisive role in  resource allocation an t at e g 

plays ks role more effectively. AU rounds 〇f  , ^ 〇nal 〇n
the beginning o f reform  and opening up in  1978 ave 
reform of our econom ic system featuring the separatton o f govern
ment functions from  the m anagem ent o f enterprises, r rm
public institutions, and social groups. They have prom o  
and opem ng up and socidist m odernization. Currendy, there are nU 
manv L titu tio n a l obstacles holding up our high-quahty developm em  
and the potential o f econom ic reform  needs to be further tapped. ^  
need to accelerate reform  under the p re c o n itio n  o f keepmg overaU 
economic and social stability, and w ork hard to develop an econom y 
with m ore effective market mechanisms, dynanuc m icro-entities a 
s〇 und m acro-regulation, so as to provide institutional suppor

W e H ave m a d e — ^ ： 

ments to institutions and their functions in  the fie s °
•^agement and market regulation. T h is  is meant to give u  p y
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the strengths o f the market and the governm ent so that they com ple. 

m ent and coordinate w ith each other for better quality, m ore efficient, 
fairer and m ore sustainable developm ent. The reform  emphasizes the 
need to reduce m icro-m anagem ent and the num ber o f items subject 
to governm ent approval, and m inim ize the governm ent^ direct alloca
tion o f m arket resources and direct intervention in  econom ic activi
ties. The aim is to realize effective incentives generated from  property 
rights and ensure free flows o f factors, flexible prices, fair and orderly 
com p etition , and business surviva l based on com petition , so that 
m arket players have m ore room  to develop the econom y and create 
wealth w ith v igo r and vitality and to m axim ize the effectiveness and 
efficiency o f resource allocation.

Ensuring that the market plays the decisive role in  resource alloca
tion does not mean the governm ent has no role to play. It  should do 
what is needed and never go beyond its purview. Since our country 
applies a system o f socialist market economy, we should do fu ll justice 
to the strengths o f its socialist system by allowing the Party and the 
governm ent to play an active role in  m atters beyond the markers 
capability.

To achieve innovation  and im provem ent in  m acro-control, we 
have taken b ig steps to reduce m icro-m anagem ent and the number 

o f items subject to approval. Responsible departm ents should shift 
their m ain focus to macro-management o f thes economy. They should
im prove the system fo r m acro-control，em ploy national development
plans fo r strategic guidance，im prove coordination between 
policies in  the fields o f finance, m onetary management, industry, ^  
regional developm ent, and make m acro-control m ore forw ard-look^  
targeted and coordinated.

T o strengthen m arket regu lation , we have created a top-leve* 
design geared to dealing w ith pressing current problem s and the need 
fo r future developm ent. T herefore , we have decided to set up ^  
State A dm inistration fo r M arket Regulation, w hich w ill integrate tbe 
m ain functions o f the departments fo r industry and commerce, ： 

ity  supervision, and food and drug adm inistration. W e have devise
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clear requirements fo r com prehensive law enforcem ent in  m arket 
regulation and m aintained unified anti-m onopoly law enforcem ent 
and IPR protection in  a centralized m anner. These measures w ill 
reduce government-imposed transaction costs for businesses and give 
more powerful impetus to econom ic and social developm ent.

Fourth, we must understand the people-centered philosophy o f  
development and address the m ost pressing and immediate problems 
that concern the people the m ost. To ensure that the people enjoy 
a happy life is the ultimate goal o f all our w ork and is an im portant
manifestation o f ou r Party’s fundam ental purpose o f serving the
people wholeheartedly. For this reason, we must fo llow  the people- 
centered philosophy o f developm ent in  furthering institutional reform  
and fulfill the peopled expectation for a better life.

This round o f fu rther re fo rm  focuses on im p ro v in g  people’s 
wellbeing in key areas, aim ing to make the social security system and 
access to public services faker and m ore sustainable. W e w ill redouble 
our efforts to reorganize and optim ize the setup o f the institutions 
and establish a num ber o f new agencies in  areas o f public concern
such as education, culture, public health, medical insurance, veteran 
affairs, im m igration service, eco-environm ental protection, and emer
gency management. These measures are meant to reinforce govern
ment functions in  public services and social management, ensure and 
iniprove public w ellbeing, and safeguard public security in  a better 
way. Relevant departm ents should have a strong sense o f purpose, 
mission and responsibility. They should see im proving peopled lives 
as their greatest achievem ent，treat people’s concerns and w orries 
as their own，and serve to meet people’s urgent needs. They should 
Sicken their pace to straighten out their functions and activities, so as 
t〇 form synergy as soon as possible and do a good and solid job for 

benefit o f the people.
Law enforcement is an im portant way for administrative organs to 

their governm ental functions. To resolve serious problem s o f  
Ure to enforce the law in a procedure-based, strict, transparent and 

°^abusive m anner as w ell as nonfeasance and malfeasance in  law
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enforcem ent, we m ust step up our pace in  establishing a l a w - b a s e d  

adm inistrative system that matches pow er w ith responsibility and is 
authoritative and efficient. R eform  in  law enforcem ent is a special task 
in  this round o f further re form . Law  enforcem ent teams are to be 
established in  m arket regulation, eco-environm ental protection, the 
cultural industry, transport, and agriculture on the basis o f integrat
in g  relevant functions. W e w ill make a substantial reduction in the 
categories o f law enforcem ent teams, and allocate law enforcement 
forces on a rational basis, address the problem  o f laws being enforced 
by m ultiple departments at different levels, and w ork to ensure strict, 
procedure-based, im partial, and non-abusive law enforcem ent. A ll 
provincia l authorities and central departm ents should im prove the 
system fo r listing their powers and obligations, speed up the codi
fication o f institutional setup, functions, purview s, procedures and 
responsibilities, strengthen checks on and oversight over administra
tive power, and see to it that pow er is designated, disciplined, restrict
ed and supervised in  accordance w ith the law.

F ifth , we must understand the im portance o f keeping both central 
and local authorities m otivated. The relationship between central and 
local authorities is always critical in  our political life. In  A p ril 1956, 
M ao Zedong pointed out in  the im portant report tided “ O n  the Ten 
M ajor Relationships ’：“ ••• our attention should now  be focused 
how  to enlarge the powers o f the local authorities to some extent, give 
them greater independence and let them do m ore, all on the basis that 
the unified leadership o f the central authorities is to be strengthened. 
This w ill be advantageous to our task o f building a pow erful social
ist country. O u r territory is so vast, our population is so large and the 
conditions are so com plex that it is far better to have the initiative 
come from  both the central and the local authorities than from  〇ne 
source alone / 5 G iv in g  fu ll play to the initiative o f  both  central and 
local authorities has always been a fundamental principle.

We must uphold the authority and centralized, unified leadership

o f the Central Com m ittee when carrying out institutional reform at 
local levels. This is essential fo r ensuring the sm ooth implementad011
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〇f policies and orders from  the central authorities across the coun
try. As a unitary state, local Party committees and governm ents must
first of all ensure effective im plem entation o f the decisions and plans
of the Central Com m ittee. T he  nature o f our state and the duties 
of local authorities determ ine that the setup o f key institutions at 
the provincial, city and county levels must basically correspond w ith  
that o f the central authorities and should not be m ultifarious. O ther
than this, local authorities should be allowed to set up institutions in  
certain fields in  accordance w ith  local conditions, so as to adapt to 
the needs o f social management and public services and bring into  
full play the initiative o f the localities. In  recent years, some central 
departments have interfered w ith the setup o f local institutions, some 
exerting control through projects and finance, others through assess
ments and inspections, and still others through speaking directly to 
provincial Party secretaries and governors. A lthough the intention o f  
these departments is to m aintain the coherence o f the vertical institu
tional setup, and to make their own systems operate well, they should 
not ignore the overa ll situation  and harm  the in itiatives o f  local 
authorities. Here I  declare that other than as authorized by the Central 
Committee, no departm ent shall intervene in  any way in  the setup o f  
local institutions.

Quotas on the num ber o f institutions represent the m ain binding  
liniit on institutional setup at the provincial, city and county levels, 
and an issue o f com m on concern to localities. R eform  must follow
strict and standard m anagem ent and give sufficient consideration  
t(> local realities. The num ber o f Party institutions and governm ent 
agencies should be counted together and must not exceed the total 
4u〇ta, and Party and governm ent institutions at sub-departm ent,
sub-divisi〇n and sub-section levels under provincial，city and county
8 °vernments as w ell as public institutions w ith adm inistrative func- 
^ n s  are to be included in  quota management. The current quotas
should be adjusted 汪ccordingly. A ll local authorities must meet their
Su〇ta by dissolving departm ents established w ithout proper proce-
dUres，ending the m alpractice o f “ cloning”  organizations4, and doing
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away w ith “public institutions” set up w ithout authorization.
In  this round o f reform , based on the experience o f p ilot reform 

projects in some localities, we have set a new requirem ent o f establish
ing com m unity-level administrative systems that are simple and highly 
efficient. O u r m ain idea is to integrate com m unity-level institutions 
for approvals, services and law enforcem ent, use institutional staffing 
resources in  a coordinated manner, and establish comprehensive insti-
tutions by integrating relevant flinctions. W e should try our best to let
com m unity-level institutions have access to resources, provide services 
and be vested w ith management responsibilities. W e must ensure that 
com m unity affairs are run by comm unities themselves, that communi
ty-level powers are delegated to communities, and that there are people 
responsible fo r com m unity affairs. W e should make life convenient for 
the public by ensuring that they can get problem s solved at one single 
departm ent and w ith one-stop service. It  is made clear in  this round 
o f reform  that higher-level institutions need to im prove their leader
ship over com m unity-level institutions. B oth the c<one to m any55 model 
in  w hich one com m unity-level institu tion  undertakes assignments 
from  m ultiple superior institutions and the “ m any to one” model in 
which different com m unity-level institutions request instructions from 
and report to the same higher-level institution can coexist.

Notes

1 W u  Jin g : G overnance o f the Zhenguan Period (Zheri G uan  Zheng Yao).

2 D eng X iaoping: c<O n  R eform  o f the Political Structure,,) Selected W orks o f ^ etl̂>

X iao p in g , V o l. I l l ,  Eng. ed., Foreign Languages Press, Beijing, 1994, p. 181.

3 V. I. Lenin : “ ‘Le ft-W in g ’ Com m unism  -  an In fantile  D iso rd er” ，K  
Collected W orks^ V o l. 31, Eng. ed., Progress Publishers, M oscow, 1966, pp. 44-45.

4 Som e Party o r governm ent institutions have a principal title and one or m〇re 
subsidiary names, w hich m ight be used fo r non-core activities. “ C lon in g” 〇ccurS 
w hen a subsidiary name is converted in to  a real organ ization  and provided ^  
staff and other resources, fo r the purpose o f  expanding areas o f  jurisdictioi1
power. -  T r.

Deeper Reform Requires 

Gteatcr Resolve#

July 6, 2018-November 26, 2019

Since the 19th CPC N ational Congress in  2017, on the basis o f 
the achievements o f reform  after the 18th N ational Congress in 2012, 
the CPC Central Com m ittee has lost no tim e in  advancing reform
measures o f overall im portance, m aking m ajor progress in  farthering  
reform in all respects, l b  m ove ahead, we should focus our strength
on major difficulties and tough battles, stimulate the v ita lity  o f our 
systems, take advantage o f all experience gained at the grassroots, and 
encourage officials to w ork hard and be achievers, thereby effectively 
furthering reform  in all respects.

(from  the speech a t  th e  th ird  m eeting o f  the C e n tra l C om m ission  fo r

F u rth e r  R eform ， ] u fy  6 , 2 0 1 8 )

I I

Im plem entation is the key to successful re fo rm ，and it is also 
a difficult task. A s we enjoy ever m ore favorable cond itions fo r 
pursuing and im plem enting re fo rm ，and the theoretica l，practical 
and institutional foundations o f  re form  grow  stronger, along w ith  
Public support, we should concentrate m ore energy and make greater 
e f〇̂ts to ensure effective im plem entation, im prove leadership and

Excerpts from speeches made between July 6, 2018 and November 26, 2019.
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coordination, and focus our reform  on practical problem s.

( f r o m  th e  s p e e c h  a t  th e  f o u r t h  m e e tin g  o f  th e  C e n t r a l  C o m m is s io n fir k  

F u r th e r  R e fo r m , S e p te m b e r  2 0 , 2018)

I I I

Starting a new historical period o f reform  and opening up and 
socialist m odernization, the T h ird  Plenary Session o f the 11th CPC 
Central Com m ittee in  1978 was a landm ark event. The T h ird  Plenary 
Session o f the 18th CPC Central Com m ittee in  2013 was also a mile
stone because it started a new era for further reform  on all fronts and 
for planning and advancing reform  in a systematic and holistic way. It 
broke new ground in our drive for reform  and opening up. Aim ing for 
decisive achievements in im portant areas and key aspects o f reform by 
2 0 2 0 , we should continue to fight tough battles, crack hard nuts, and 
ensure we succeed in every single reform  that we initiate, so as to lay a 
firm  foundation for completing the reform  tasks set at the 2013 session.

(from  th e speech a t  th e s ix th  m eeting  o f  the C e n tra l C om m ission for 

F u rth e r  R eform , Ja n u a ry  2 3 , 2019)

TV

A t present, the reform  and developm ent in our country is under
going profound changes. As uncertain and unstable external factors 
increase, our reform  and developm ent are faced w ith new circum
stances and issues. In  this context, we must m aintain strategic resold  
focus on solving problem s, guide reform  in  the light o f circumstances, 
make coordinated plans, im plem ent targeted policies, and adopt effec* 
tive and pow erful measures to forestall and resolve m ajor problems, 
so as to ensure that reform  can better serve the overall d e v e lo p ^ ^  
o f our econom y and society.

(from  th e speech a t th e eighth m eeting o f  the C e n tra l Com m issio11̂

F u rth e r  R eform , M a y  2 9 ,2 0 ^ )

D eeper R eform  R equires G reater Resolve
211

y

Further reform  in  all respects is an im portant m anifestation o f our 
Partv^ com m itm ent to its original aspiration and founding m ission. 
The deeper the reform , the m ore resolute we should be in  shoulder
ing responsibiUties, taking actions, m aking rapid and steady progress, 
and forging ahead w ith courage. W e must never pause o r slacken our 
efforts. Through our Aspiration and M ission education campaign, we 
need to take a m ore proactive approach to reform  in  th in k in g  action, 
and political principles. W e m ust brave problem s and d ifficu lties, 
concentrate on addressing inadequacies, shore up points o f weakness, 
stimulate vitaUty, and ensure im plem entation. W e must have the deter
mination to break im pedim ents o f vested interests and rem ove a 

institutional barriers to developm ent.
(from  the speech a t the n in th  m eeting o f  the C e n tra l C om m ission  fo r

F u rth e r  R e fo rn , ] u l j  2 4 , 2 0 1 9 )

V I

In  im p lem en tin g  the re fo rm  tasks set b y  the C P C  C en tra l 
Committee since the T h ird  Plenary Session o f the 18th CPC Central 
Committee, the key in  the early stage is to bu ild  a solid foundation  
and a strong fram ew ork, and the focus in  the m iddle phase is to 
advance reform  in all respects and bu ild  up m om entum . O u r task1CHJ1111 111 n o p m u  »***-*■ ------------- l

n〇w is to boost in tegration , co llaboration  and efficiency, consoli 
date and entrench the achievements we have made in  recent years in

« /• • _____ j.1 o n r iremoving institutional barriers and fostering innovation in  policy, and

develop a m ore mature and w ell-defined system in  every field.

(from  the speech a t th e 1 0 th  m eeting o f  the C e n tra l C om m ission  fo r  

F u rth e r R e fo m , S ep tem b er 9 } 2 0 1 9 )
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V II

The Fourth  Plenary Session o f  the 19th C PC  Central Commit- 
tee in  2019 and the T h ird  Plenary Session o f the 18th C PC  Cental ! 
Com m ittee in  2013 foUow the same themes, support each other theo- 
reticaUy, and reinforce each other in  actual practice. They share the 
same goals and have drawn up im portant plans that are consistent and 
progressive. The form er systematicaUy integrates the theoretical insti 
tuaonal and practical gains on furthering comprehensive reform  smce 
the T h ird  Plenary Session o f  the 18th CPC Central Com m ittee, and 
maps out a clearer top-level design fo r the new era. We must focus on 
upholding and im proving  sociaUsm w ith Chinese characteristics and 
m odernizing our state governance system and capacity. W ith  that in 
m ind, we should be m ore proactive in  im provin g  state systems and 
governance through reform , and extend reform  in  aH respects with 
a focus on im proving  the systems. W e should examine the progress 

all reform  tasks against our goals, and log on our agenda the key 
measures decided at the Fourth Plenary Session in  a tim ely manner.

e m ust analyze and define  m easures to address badly-needed 
systems fo r state governance as defined by the CPC Central Commit
tee and systems that are essential fo r m eeting the people's expectation 
or a better Ufe, and ensure that reform  measures are well coordinated, 

fully integrated, and truly effective.

(from  th e  speech a t  th e  1 1 th  m eeting  o f  th e  C e n tra l C om m ission jo r  

F u rth e r  K eform ，N o v em b e r 2 6 , 2019)

V a lu a b le  Experience from 40 Years o f Reform 

and Opening Up*

D ecem b er 18 , 2 0 1 8

To keep up w ith the times, our best recourse is to com ply w ith  
the trends o f history, and to seek and proactively respond to change.
As an ancient Chinese scholar said, P ractice  im proves understanding 
and a deeper understanding guides further practice：5 T he valuable 
experience we have gained from  40 years o f reform  and opening up is 
the intellectual wealth o f the CPC and the Chinese people. The expe
rience provides significant guidance fo r uphold ing and developing  
sociaHsm w ith Chinese characteristics for a new era. That is why we 
must value it, uphold it, and continue to enrich and develop it throug 

further practice.
First, we must ensure Party leadership over each and every aspect 

of our w ork, and continue to strengthen and develop that leadership. 
Forty years o f reform  and opening up have taught us that Party lead
ership is the defining feature o f sociaUsm w ith Chinese characteristics 
and the greatest strength o f C hina^ socialist system.

The Party exercises overall leadership across aU areas o f endeavor 
in every part o f the country. Relying on this, we have been able to 
achieve a historic transform ation, usher in  a new era o f reform  and 
opening up, and em bark on a new journey towards the great rejuve 
nation o f the Chinese nation. W e have been able to address m ajor 
risks and challenges and overcom e repeated hardships and setbacks.
We have been able to cope with changes, quell political turbulence,

battle against such threats as floods, SA R S, and earthquakes, and

* Part of the speech at the conference celebrating the 40th anniversary of reform and 

opening up.
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deal w ith various crises. Finally, we have been able to adhere to the 
path o f  socialism  w ith  Chinese characteristics rather than fo ll〇w. 
ing the o ld  path o f a rigid closed-door policy, o r an erroneous path 
by abandoning socialism. To uphold Party leadership, we must keep

im proving it and adapting to the demands o f practice，the cuirent era
and the people. U phold ing Party leadership is an essential principle 
that defines the future o f the Party and the Chinese nation, and all 
Party members and the Chinese people must keep alignm ent with the 
Central Com m ittee in  their way o f thinking, in political principles, and 
in actions w ithout wavering.

O n  the path ahead, we m ust enhance o u r sense o f  the Four 
Consciousnesses, the Four-sphere Confidence, and the Tw o Upholds. 
Party leadership should be exercised and m anifested in  all areas, 
in c lu d in g  re fo rm , developm ent, stability, dom estic affairs, foreign 
policy and national defense, and in  governance o f the Party, the coun
try  and the arm ed forces. E ve ry  step in  reform  and opening up is 
difficu lt, and we w ill certainly face risks and challenges o f all kinds, 
even raging waves and storms. O u r Party must exercise overall leader
ship and coordinate w ork in  all areas. Its governance must be scien
tific, dem ocratic and law-based. W e must im prove the way the Party 
exercises leadership and governance, im prove the PartyJs ability to 
lead and govern, and strengthen the Party^s ability and resolve to chart 
our course, craft overall plans, design policy and prom ote reform . All 
these efforts must be directed to ensuring that reform  and opening up 
is on the right course.

Second, we must pursue people-centered developm ent and fulfil 
their desire fo r a better life. F orty years o f  reform  and opening up 
have taught us that it is Chinese Com m unists, original aspiration and 
founding m ission to seek happiness fo r the Chinese people and reju
venate the Chinese nation. It  is also w hy we started reform  and 〇pê  
ing up.

O u r Party comes from  the people, has its roots am ong the peop1̂  
and works fo r the benefit o f  the people. Serving the people wh〇le 
heartedly is the fundamental purpose o f the Party. Therefore, meeting
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the fundamental interests o f all our people is the starting point and 
ultimate goal o f all our w ork. O u r policy-m aking should be based on 
what the people support, approve o f and are content w ith. W e should
com ply with the people’s aspirations，respect the people’s opinions，be
attentive to public sentiment, and be dedicated to im proving peopled 
wellbeing. W e need to form ulate and im plem ent the right theories, 
guidelines, principles and policies to lead the people forw ard, and at 
the same time draw impetus from  peopled creativity and demands for 
development. W e must ensure the people share the benefits o f reform  
and opening up, and be m otivated to engage in  further reform  and 
opening up and socialist m odernization.

O n the path ahead, we must always have as our goal the peopled 
desire for a better life. W e must fu lfill the Party’s fundamental purpose 
of serving the people wholeheartedly, put into practice the mass line, 
and ensure the peopled principal status. W e must respect the expec
tations the people have expressed, the experience they have created, 
the rights and interests they enjoy, and the role they have played, so 
as to fully release their immense creativity. W e need to im prove our 
democratic systems, expand dem ocratic channels, d iversify form s  
of democracy, and enhance legal guarantees for democracy, so as to 
ensure the people enjoy democratic rights that are extensive and full, 
real and concrete, and effective and applicable in  accordance w ith the 
law. We should address peopled needs, concerns and expectations, 
ensure that they share the achievements o f econom ic, political, cultur- 
^  social and eco-environm ental developm ent, give them  a stronger 
sense o f having direct and substantial benefits, happiness and secu-

and continue to prom ote well-rounded hum an developm ent and 
c〇mm〇n prosperity for everyone.

Third, we must m aintain the guiding role o f M arxism  and encour-
^  theoretical developm ent based on practice. Forty years o f expe- 
rience has taught us that innovation  is the life line  o f re fo rm  and 
opening Up.

D evelopm ent has no fin a l d estination ; free m inds know  no
bounds. Frederick Engels said，“ the final causes o f all social changes
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and political revolutions are to be sought, not in  men's brains, not i〇 
men's better insights into eternal truth and justice, but in  changes in:

the modes o f production and exchange . ” 2 W e need to com bine theory
and practice, answer the questions posed by the times and the people 
and dispel the m ist clouding our practices and judgm ent, in  an effon

to adapt M arxism  to China’s conditions, keep it up-to-date, enhance
its popular appeal, and break new ground.

O n  the path ahead we m ust free our m inds w hile seeking truth  
fro m  facts, and be gu ided by M a rx ism -L en in ism , M ao Zedong 
T hought, D eng X iaop in g Theory, the T h eory  o f  Three Represents, 
the Scientific O utlook on D evelopm ent, and the Thought on Social
ism  w ith Chinese Characteristics fo r a N ew  E ra . D eveloping Marx
ism  in  the 21st century and China today is a m andatory responsibility 
o f contem porary Chinese Com m unists. To achieve this, we need to 
be m ore conscious about resolving problem s, keeping up w ith the 
times, and developing a strategic m indset. We need a keen historical 
insight and a broad global vision to identify the nature o f things and 
the intrinsic connections between them. W e need to follow  closely the 
creative activities o f all peoples, learn from  the outstanding achieve- 
ments o f all civilizations, and respond to the new and significant chal
lenges constantly posed by our times and our practice. In  this way, 
we w ill increase the appeal o f M arxism  in  the contem porary Chinese 
context. 3

Fourth , we m ust adhere to the path o f socialism  w ith  Chinese 
characteristics and continue to develop Chinese socialism. Forty  
o f reform  and opening up have taught us that the direction in  which 
we advance decides our future; the path we have chosen decides 
destiny.

To ensure our future rests in  our own hands, we m ust be firmly 
com m itted to our ideal and path. O ver the past 40 years o f reform 
and opening up, ou r Party has focused its theory and practice 〇fl 
u p h o ld in g  and develop ing socialism  w ith  Chinese characteristics. 
China is a vast country w ith over 5,000 years o f h istory and a huge 
population. There is no manual to w hich we can refer in  prornod^g
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reform and developm ent, neither do we have any need fo r conde
scending instructors to lecture our people. Lu  X u n 3 said, £CW hat is 
a road? It  comes o f  tram pling  places w here no road was before, 
of opening up wasteland where on ly bram bles grew . ,? 4 The path o f  
socialism w ith Chinese characteristics w ill allow  C hina to catch up 
with the times in  great strides and play a leading role.

O n  the path ahead, we m ust act u nd er the guidance o f  the 
Thought on Socialism  w ith Chinese Characteristics fo r a N ew  Era
and the guiding principles o f the Party’s 19th N ational Congress held

in 2017. We must have full confidence in  our path, theory, system and 
culture, and keep reform  and opening up in  the right direction. W hat 
to reform  and how  to reform  m ust be assessed against the overall 
goal o f im proving and developing socialism w ith Chinese character
istics and m odernizing our system and capacity for governance. We 
must reform  what should be reform ed and can be reform ed; we must 
not reform  what should not be reform ed and cannot be reform ed. We 
must remain com m itted to the PartyJs basic line, fu lfilling the central 
task o f econom ic developm ent w hile uphold ing  the Four Cardinal 
Principles and furthering reform  and opening up, in  the great practice 
of socialism w ith Chinese characteristics. This is a long-term  principle  
w hichw eshallneverabandon.

Fifth, we must im prove and develop the system o f socialism w ith  
Chinese characteristics, and continuously build  on our institutional
strengths. Forty years o f reform  and opening up have taught us that
systems are o f fundam ental significance to the overa ll, stable and 
long-term developm ent o f the Party and the country.

Im proving and developing the Chinese socialist system is key to 
Chinas progress. It  provides a strong guarantee fo r unlocking and 
developing productivity, fo r releasing and enhancing social vitality, for 
^^intaining the v igo r o f the Party and the country, fo r overall social
stability，f〇r the people to live and w ork in  contentm ent, and fo r
National security. It  facilitates the establishment o f dynam ic systems 
and mechanisms that allow  all elements such as labor, know ledge,
technology，management and capital to fu lly function，and to bring
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forth  all surging sources o f social wealth.
O n  the path ahead we must, w ithout hesitation, consolidate and 

develop the public sector, and at the same tim e, encourage, support 
and guide the development o f the non-public sector. W e must give full 
play to the decisive role o f the market in resource allocation, give better 
play to the role o f governm ent, and invigorate all market entities.

W e must ensure that the Party^ leadership, the peopled position as 
masters o f the country, and law-based governance fo rm  an indivisible 
whole. W e must uphold and im prove the system o f peopled congress
es, the system o f CPC-led m ultiparty cooperation and political consul
tation, the system o f  regional ethnic autonom y, and the system of 
grassroots self-governance. W e must advance law-based governance, 
consolidate and develop the broadest possible patriotic united front, 
develop socialist consultative dem ocracy, and provide institutional 
guarantees to ensure that the people are the masters o f the country.

W e need to strengthen cultural systems. W e m ust uphold social
ism , rally public support, foster a new generation w ith sound values 
and ethics, develop Chinese cu ltu re , and b u ild  a positive  image 
o f  China. W e need to foster and observe the core socialist values, 
prom ote the creative evolution o f  fine traditional culture, keep alive 
our revolutionary culture, and develop advanced culture, so that the 
Chinese culture w ill be shaped into  one that shines in  the current era 
and in  the w orld. s

We need to reinforce our systems o f social governance. W e should 
continue to prom ote social equity and justice, and m aintain social 
order and security.

W e need to reinforce eco-environm ental protection, and put ifl 
place the strictest possible systems.

W e m ust elim inate all institutional obstacles and vested interests 
im peding our country’s developm ent, speed up the establishment 
systems and mechanisms that are com prehensive, procedure-based 
and effective, and make the socialist system m ore mature and better- 
defined.

Sixth, we must pursue developm ent as a top priority  and increase
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our overall national strength. Forty years o f reform  and opening up 
have taught us that the essential requirem ent and fundamental task o f  
socialism is to unleash and develop productive forces and increase the 
overall strength o f our socialist country.

Econom ic developm ent is the absolute princip le , and what we
pursue is sound and high-quality developm ent. W e must focus on the 
central goal o f econom ic developm ent and prom ote sustained and 
sound social and econom ic developm ent. Th is is our best recourse
if we are to increase C hina’s econom ic pow er，technological base，
defense capabilities, and overall strength, and to lay a solid m aterial
foundation for upholding and developing Chinese socialism and reju_

venating the Chinese nation.
O n the path ahead, we must resolve the principal challenge facing 

our society -  the gap between unbalanced and inadequate develop
ment and the grow ing expectation o f the people fo r a better life. We 
must pursue w ith resolve the concept o f innovative, coordinated, 
green, open and shared developm ent. W e must im plem ent the Five- 
sphere Integrated Plan and the Four-pronged Com prehensive Strat-
egy to prom ote high-quality developm ent. W e m ust see to it that 
new industrialization, IT  application, urbanization, and agricultural 
niodernization go forw ard hand in  hand. W e must quicken our pace in  
developing a m odernized economy, and strive to achieve better qual
ity, more efficient, fairer, and m ore sustainable developm ent.

We should pursue supply-side structural reform  as our m ain task, 
transform the grow th m odel, im prove the econom ic structure, and 
foster new drivers o f grow th. W e should expand dom estic demand 

implement the coordinated regional developm ent strategy and the 
revitalization strategy. W e must take tough steps to forestall and 

defuse major risks, carry out targeted poverty eradication, and prevent 
control pollution.

We should pursue the philosophy that innovation is the prim ary 
lr̂ petus and talent is the resource o f first im portance. W e should  
^p lem en t the innovation-driven developm ent strategy, im prove the 

ati〇nal innovation system, and speed up innovation in  key and core
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technologies, to create new engines fo r social and econom ic develop, 
ment.

W e should strengthen our com m itm ent to eco-civilization. Lucid 
waters and lush mountains are invaluable assets. A cting  on this under
standing, we should develop eco-friendly grow th m odels and ways 
o f life, so that our country w ill be m ore beautiful and our people will 
enjoy a m ore pleasant environm ent.

Seventh, we must open the country w ider to the outside w orld and 
jo in  other countries in  building a global com m unity o f shared future. 
Forty years o f reform  and opening up have taught us that openness 
brings progress, while isolation leads to backwardness.

China cannot develop in  isolation from  the rest o f the w orld; and 
the w orld needs China fo r global prosperity. We need to give overall 
consideration to dom estic developm ent and the international situa
tion , adhere to the fundam ental national po licy o f opening up, and 
adopt a proactive opening-up policy. In  this way we w ill establish a 
m ultidim ensional, m ultitiered and wide-ranging fram ework for open- 
ing up w hich creates a favorable international environm ent for China 
to enjoy a broad space for developm ent.

O n  the path ahead, we must cham pion the cause o f peace, devel
opm ent, cooperation  and m utual benefit, upho ld  the fundam en
tal foreign  po licy  goals o f  p reserving w orld  peace and prom oting 
com m on developm ent, and forge a new approach to international 
relations featuring m utual respect, equity and justice, and win-win 
cooperation. W e respect the right o f the peoples o f all countries to 
choose their ow n developm ent path. W e endeavor to uphold inter
national equity and justice, stand for dem ocracy in  international rela
tions, and oppose acts that im pose one^ w ill on others o r interfere in 
the internal affairs o f others. The strong must not be allowed to bully 
the weak.

C hina w ill continue to play its part as a m ajor and responsible
country. It  w ill support the developm ent o f the vast num ber o f devcl* 
oping countries, take an active part in  reform ing and developing 
global governance system, and jo in  the global endeavor to build ^
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open, inclusive, clean and beautiful w orld that enjoys lasting peace,
universal security, and com m on prosperity

We support m ultilateral trade regimes that are open, transparent, 
inclusive and nondiscrim inatory — regimes that liberalize and facilitate 
trade and investment, and make econom ic globalization m ore open,
inclusive and balanced so that its benefits are shared by all.

We w ill focus on prom oting the Belt and Road Initiative, and w ork 
with other countries to build a new platform  for international coop
eration and create new drivers fo r com m on developm ent. China w ill 
never pursue developm ent at the expense o f others, interests, nor w ill 
China ever give up its own legitimate rights and interests.

China pursues a national defense policy that is in  nature defensive. 
China does not pose a threat to any other country. N o  m atter what 
stage o f development it reaches, China w ill never seek hegemony.

Eighth, we must exercise fu ll and rigorous governance over the 
Party, and im prove its ability to innovate, power to unite, and energy 
to fight. Forty years o f reform  and opening up have taught us that it 
takes a good blacksmith to forge good tools.

China^ success hinges on our Party, so we m ust ensure that the 
Party exercises effective self-supervision  and practices strict self- 
governance in  every respect. In  leading social reform , such as reform  
and opening up and socialist m odern ization , the Party m ust have 
the courage to reform  itse lf and rid  itself o f  any v irus that erodes 
its health. In  order to forever m aintain its close ties w ith the people, 
Ae Party must keep cleansing, im provin g  and reform ing itself, and 
strengthen its ability to lead politically, to guide through theory, to 
organize the people, and to rally public support.

O n the path ahead, we m ust act in  accordance w ith the general
requirements for strengthening the Party fo r the new era, and w ith  
reinforcing the Party’s political foundations as the overarching prin- 
dple，continue to enhance the Party’s solidarity，creativity and capac-

for governance, to make it stronger and m ore capable. W e need 
t〇 scrutinize ourselves according to the requirem ents o f the times, 
eil^nd ourselves to guard against potential dangers, elevate ourselves
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in the spirit o f reform  and innovation, im prove ourselves by address
ing risks and challenges, cleanse ourselves by resolving striking prob
lems w ithin the Party, and keep im proving our ability in  governing the 
Party.

W e should select officials on the basis o f both integrity and ability, 
w ith priority  given to integrity, and on the basis o f m erit. W e need to 
train a large num ber o f high-caliber officials and professionals who 
are loyal to the Party, have m oral integrity, and dem onstrate a keen 
sense o f responsibility.

W e must have the resolve and tenacity to persevere in  the never- 
ending fight against co rru p tio n， intensifying our efforts to address 
both the symptoms and root causes in  order to clean out all corrupt 
offic ia ls. W e m ust ensure that offic ia ls are honest, governm ent is 
clean, and political affairs are handled w ith integrity, striving to build a 
corruption-free political environm ent for further reform  and opening 
up.

N in th , we must uphold dialectical and historical m aterialism to 
balance reform , developm ent and stability. Forty years o f reform  and 
opening up have taught us that China as a large country cannot afford 
any fatal mistake on issues o f fundamental im portance.

To ensure sustained and steady progress o f reform  and opening 
up, we need to uphold Party leadership while respecting the people’s 
creativity; we need to explore experiences, like crossing a river by feel
ing  fo r stones, w hile enhancing top-level design; we need to adopt 
a problem -solving approach w hile sticking to our goal; we need to 
launch p ilot program s while advancing reform  on all fronts; we need 
to encourage bold experim ent while being realistic and pragmatic.

O n  the path ahead, we should adopt a strategic perspective, devel
op creative thinking and a dialectical approach; we should think ^  
terms o f the rule o f law, and prepare for the worst-case scenarios. 
need to enhance macro thinking and top-level design, remain problem- 
oriented, and focus on prom inent problem s facing our country. 
need to carry out in-depth research, and encourage experiments ^  
grassroots re fo rm . W e need to m ake decision-m aking on  ref〇flT1

V aluable E xperience fro m  4 0  Years o f R eform  a n d  O pening U p
223

consistent with decision-m aking on legislation, and make the form er

more rational. , u A
In  the spirit o f  ^leaving a m ark in  the iron  tools we clutch and

footprints in the stones we tread，，， we should resolve problem s w ith

force and tenacity as a ham m er drives a nail, and ensure that all major 
reform measures are im plem ented to the letter. W e should have the 
courage to break new ground and try out new experiments, and at the 
same time, make active yet prudent efforts to advance reform  swiftly 
and steadily. In  so doing, we wiH strike a balance between prom oting  
reform, pursuing developm ent, and m aintaining stabiUty. W e must 
advance reform  and opening up in  the right direction, on the right 
course, and w ith consistent force, so as to steadily prom ote reform  

and opening up in the new era.

N otes

1 Zhang Shi: U nderstanding  The Analects o f C onfucius {L u n  Y u  ]te ). Zhang Shi 
(1133-1180) was a neo-Confucian philosopher and educator o f the Southern Song 

Dynasty.
2 Frederick Engels: 1<A n ti-D u h rin g ,,) K arlM a n <  &  Frederick E ngels: Collected W orks, 

Vol. 25, Eng. ed., Progress Publishers, M oscow, 1979, p. 254.
3 Lu X un  (1881-1936) was a m an o f letters, th inker and revolutionary, and one 

of the founders o f m odern Chinese literature.
4 Lu Xun: "R andom  Thoughts (66) -  The Road o f L ife^, L u  X u n : Selected W orks, 

2, Eng. ed., Foreign Languages Press, Beijing, 1980, p. 54.
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China Will Open Even Wider*

A p ril 10} 2018

Held last O cto b e r, the 19th C P C  N ation a l Congress ushered  
socialism with Chinese characteristics into a new era and drew a blue
print for turning China in to  a great m odern socialist country in  all 
respects. This new era o f Chinese socialism marks a new chapter in 
China’s efforts to achieve national rejuvenation and share prosperity 
with the rest o f the w orld.

A ll ages and generations have their own challenges and missions. 
China has come a long way, but it has to overcom e new challenges 
on its way ahead. In  this new era, the Chinese nation w ill continue to 
progress through reform . W e w ill stay com m itted to advancing reform  
in all respects, and prevail over w hatever challenges may lie ahead. 
We will tackle longstanding problem s w ith courage and resolve, and 
break the im pedim ents o f vested interests to carry reform  through. 
The Chinese people w ill continue to take bold steps in breaking new 
ground to boost developm ent. Follow ing the people-centered devel
opment philosophy and the new developm ent vision , we w ill m odern- 
!ze our econom ic system, deepen supply-side structural reform , and

e strategies o f  innovation-d riven  
and coordinated regional develop

ment. We w ill continue to w ork on targeted poverty alleviation and 
promote social equity and justice, so that our people w ill have a great- 
er sense o f fulfillm ent, happiness, and security. The Chinese people 
^  continue to open up further and expand cooperation. W e w ill stay 
c〇nimitted to the strategy o f opening up for w in-w in results. W e w ill

Part o f the keynote speech at the opening cerem ony o f the Boao Forum  for Asia An-
nual Conference 2018.

accelerate im plem entation o f  tl: 
development, rural revitalization,
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pay equal attention to “bringing  in ”  and “go ing global’’，and break
new ground in  opening C hina fu rther through links runn ing east
ward and westward, across land and over sea. W e w ill adopt policies 
to effectively liberate and facilitate trade and investment, and explore 
the opening o f free trade ports adapted to Chinese conditions. The 
Chinese people w ill continue to w ork together w ith the rest o f the \ 
w orld and make a greater contribution to humanity. China w ill stick to 
the path o f peaceful developm ent, actively pursue global partnerships, 
firm ly support m ultilateralism, and take an active part in  reform ing the 
global governance system. B y doing so, we w ill prom ote a new type 
o f international relations and a global com m unity o f shared fu tu re ..

N o  matter how  much progress China has made, it w ill not threat
en anyone, attempt to overturn the existing international system, or 
seek spheres o f influence. China w ill stay as determ ined as ever to 
build  w orld  peace, contribute to global prosperity, and uphold the 
international order.

A  comprehensive study o f w orld developm ent trajectories shows 
that econom ic globalization is an irreversible trend o f our times. In 
line w ith this conclusion, I  emphasized in  m y report to the 19th CPC 
N ation a l Congress that C hina w ill m aintain its fundam ental state 
po licy o f opening up and pursue developm ent w ith  its door wide
open. I  w ish to make it clear to all that China’s door w ill not be closed
and w ill only open even wider.

Past events p rove  that op e n in g  up has been key to  China^ 
econom ic grow th over the past 40 years and in  the same vein, Chifl^ 
can on ly achieve high-quality econom ic developm ent in  the future 
w ith greater openness. O pen ing up is a strategic decision made by 

China based on its need for developm ent as well as a concrete action 
taken by China to move econom ic globalization forw ard in  a way that 
benefits people across the w orld.

China w ill adopt the follow ing m ajor measures to pursue further I 
opening up:

F irst, we w ill significantly broaden m arket access. A  num ber 
landm ark measures are to be launched this year. O n  services, and
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, nancial services in  particular, an im portant announcem ent was made 
X  end o f last year on measures to raise foreign eqrnty caps m the 

b a X  secunties and msurance industne , W e wm ensure that these 
r ^ e s  materialize and at the same time make m ore moves towards 
farther opening, including accelerating the opening up o f the insur 
^ m d u s t r y  easmg restrictions on the estabUshment o f fore .gn  
financial institutions in  China and expanding their business scope, a 
opening up m ore areas 〇£ cooperation between Chinese and foreign  
financid m arket, O n  m anufacturing, we have largely opened up thxs 
sector except for a very smaU num ber o f industries, such as autom o- 
bUes s^ps and .rc ra ft . N ow  these mdustnes are also m a posm on  
to open up. G o ing  forw ard, we w ill ease foreign equity restrictions in  
these industries as soon as possible, autom obiles in  particular.

Second, we w ill create a m ore attractive investment environm ent.
The investm ent environm ent is like 也  and on ly fresh air attracts

more foreign capital. China used to rely m ainly on provid ing favorable
policies for foreign investors, but now  we w ill have to rely m ore on  
improving the investm ent environm ent. W e w ill enhance alignm ent 
with international econom ic and trade rules, increase transparency, 
strengthen property rights protection, uphold law-based governance, 
encourage com petition, and oppose m onopoly. W e estabUshed a host 
of new agencies this past M arch, such as the State Adm inistration for 
Market Regulation, as part o f a m ajor readjustm ent o f governm ent 
institutions. The purpose is to rem ove the systemic and institutional 
obstacles that prevent the m arket from  playing the decisive role in
resource allocation and enable the governm ent to better play its 
In the first six m onths o f this year, we wiU finish the revision o f the 
negative list on foreign investment and im plem ent across the boar a 
Management system based on pre-establishm ent national treatme 

and a negative list.a negative list. . u
Third, we w ill strengthen protection o f intellectual property ng ts 

(IPR). This is the centerpiece o f the system for im proving property 
rights protection, and it w ill provide the biggest boost to the competi- 
tiveness o f the Chinese economy. Stronger IP R  protection is requeste
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by foreign enterprises, and even m ore so by Chinese enterprises. This

year, we are re-instituting the N ational Intellectual Property Admin
istration to strengthen the ranks o f its officials， step up law enforce.
m ent, significantly raise the cost fo r offenders, and fu lly unlock the 
deterrent effect o f relevant laws. W e encourage legitimate technologi
cal exchanges and cooperation between Chinese and foreign enterpris
es, and protect the lawful IP R  o f foreign enterprises in  China. A t the 
same tim e, we hope foreign governm ents w ill also im prove protection 
o f Chinese IP R .

Fourth , we w ill take the in itiative to expand im ports. Domestic 
demand is the fundamental driving force fo r China^ econom ic devel
opm ent, and it is an essential requirem ent for us to meet the peopled 
grow ing expectation fo r a better life . C hina does not seek a trade 
surplus; we have a genuine desire to increase im ports and achieve a 
better balance o f international payments under the current account. 
This year, we w ill significantly low er the im port tariffs fo r automo
biles and some other products. W e w ill im port m ore products that are 
com petitive and needed by our people. W e w ill seek faster progress 
towards join ing the W T O  G overnm ent Procurem ent Agreem ent. We 
hope developed countries w ill stop im posing restrictions on normal 
and reasonable trade in  high-tech products and relax export controls 
on such trade w ith C hina. T h is N ovem ber, we w ill h o ld  the First 
China International Im p o rt E xp o  in  Shanghai-. It  is not just another 
expo in  an ordinary sense, but a m ajor policy initiative and commit
m ent, taken o f ou r ow n accord, to open up the Chinese market.
Friends from  around the w orld are welcome to participate.

I  wish to emphasize that w ith regard to all those m ajor opening* 
up initiatives I  have just announced, we have every intention to trans
late them into  reality, sooner rather than later. W e want the outc〇meS 
o f our opening-up efforts to deliver benefits as soon as possible to ^  
enterprises and people in  China and around the w orld. I  am c o n fid e  
that w ith these efforts, C h ina?s financial sector w ill be m uch m〇fe 
com petitive, our capital market w ill continue to enjoy healthy develop^ 
m ent, the building o f a system o f m odern industries w ill acceler^te,
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our market environm ent w ill greatly im prove, and intellectual property 
rights w ill be effectively protected. In  short, China w ill enter a new  

phase o f opening up.
Five years ago, I  put forw ard the Belt and Road Initiative (B R I). 

Since then, m ore than 80 countries and international organizations 
have signed cooperation agreem ents w ith  China. T he B R I may be
China’s idea，but its opportunities and outcomes are going to benefit
the world. China has no geopolitical m otives, seeks no exclusionary 
blocs, and imposes no business deals on others. It  must be pointed  
out that as the B R I is a new initiative, it is perfectly natural to have 
different views. A s long as the parties involved embrace the principle  
of extensive consultation, jo int contribution and shared benefits, we 
can surely enhance cooperation and resolve differences. This way, we 
can make the B R I the broadest p latform  for international cooperation  
in keeping w ith the trend o f econom ic globalization and to the greater 
benefit o f all peoples.



Roll O ut Free Trade Ports*

A p ril 13f 2018

E con om ic  g lob a liza tion  is a requirem ent fo r the developm ent 
o f productive forces and an outcom e o f scientific and technological 
progress. It  provides strong impetus for w orld econom ic grow th, and 
prom otes the flow  o f goods. It  encourages com m odity and capital 
flow , scientific, technological and cultural progress, and exchanges 
between peoples, w hich correspond w ith the com m on interests of 
all countries. A t present, the w orld  econom y is still confronted by 
com plex challenges. There is a lack o f m om entum  fo r grow th and 
a w idening gap in  grow th . W e cannot attribute these troublesome 
problem s sim ply to econom ic globalization. A n y  resort to protection
ism  in  trade and investm ent goes against the historic trend, and will 
drag us back into the o ld  era o f isolation. The on ly sensible option 
is to make fu ll use o f every opportun ity to deal w ith all challenges 
through cooperation.

I  have made it clear in  the re p o rt to the 19th C P C  N ation ^  
Congress in  2017 that China w ill not close its door to the world; we 
w ill on ly open it w ider. This is a solem n com m itm ent. China adheres 
to the basic national po licy o f opening up and pursues a mutually 
beneficial strategy o f open ing up. W e abide by and m aintain the 
w orld trade system and rules to make econom ic globalization m〇re 
open, inclusive, and balanced, so that it works to the benefit o f ^  
W e w ill make the process o f econom ic globalization m ore vig〇r〇 
m ore inclusive and m ore sustainable to ensure that different co^ y  
tries, people from  d iffe rent social strata, and d ifferent groups of

* Part o f the speech at a gathering celebrating the 30th anniversary o f the f〇ufl〇^ i  
the Hainan Province and the Hainan Special Econom ic Zone.
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people may all share the benefits.
Here I  solem nly announce that the CPC Central Com m ittee has

consented to the bu ild ing o f a p ilo t free trade zone across Hainan  
Island, and p rovid in g  support fo r H ainan to explore and phase in  
free trade p ort policies and the necessary institu tional fram ew ork.
This is a m ajor po licy made by the C P C  C entral C om m ittee after 
in-depth research, fu ll consideration, and rational p lanning, w hile  
taking into account the needs o f  both  dom estic and international 
economic grow th. It  is also an im portant measure to demonstrate our 
commitment to opening w ider to the w orld and prom oting econom ic 
globalization.

In  building this zone, we should focus on institutional innova
tion, giving Hainan m ore autonom y to reform , and encouraging it to 
be bold in experiments and make breakthroughs in  reform  to build a 
business-friendly environm ent that is governed by law and up to inter
national standards, along w ith a fair, open, integrated and efficient 
market. We need to make greater efforts to transform  governm ent 
functions, further stream line adm inistration, and delegate powers, 
striking the right balance and op tim izin g  services to im prove our
governance capacity in  all sectors. W e should adopt well-conceived 
policies to facilitate free trade and investment, and establish a manage
ment system o f pre-establishment national treatment and a negative 
list for foreign companies. W e w ill open the sectors o f m odern agri- 

toe , new and high-tech industries, and m odern services w ider to 
e w〇rid, accelerate the developm ent o f trade in  services, protect the 

legitimate rights and interests o f foreign investors, and gradually open 
UP the shipping industry. The focus w ill be put on sectors such as 
^  s, medicine, education, sports, telecom m unications, the internet, 
CÛtUre, maintenance, finance, and shipping.

free trade port represents the highest-level o f opening up. The  
c^ ^ an ^ ree Trade Port should display distinctive Chinese features, 

to conditions in  C h ina, and be in  accord w ith  H ainan ’s 
c orientation. It  should learn from  its international peers and 

°n their advanced operation models and managerial experience.
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We w ill invite investors worldw ide to invest in  Hainan, participate in 
building the free trade port, and share China's developm ent 〇pportJ  
nities and reform  outcomes. For a Global Economy -  Open, Innovative 

and Inclusive*

November 5, 2018

Your Excellencies Heads o f State and G overnm ent，
Your Royal Highness,
Your Excellencies Heads o f International Organizations,
Your Excellencies Heads o f Delegations,
Distinguished guests,
Ladies and gentlemen,
Friends,

In  May 2017, I  announced C hina’s decision to ho ld  the China  
International Im p o rt E x p o  (C U E ) starting from  2018. Today, after 
more than one year o f preparations and w ith strong support from  
various parties, the first C U E  is officially opened.

A t the outset, on behalf o f  the Chinese governm ent and people 
and also in my own name, I  wish to express a warm  welcome, sincere 
greetings and best wishes to you all.

The C U E  is the w orlds first im port expo held at the national level, 
an innovative move in  the history o f global trade. China has made an 
^p ortan t decision to pursue a new round o f high-level opening up, a 
m^)〇r new initiative to further w iden market access to the rest o f the 
w〇rid. It demonstrates ChinaJs consistent position o f supporting the 
Multilateral trading system and prom oting free trade. It  is a concrete 
actl〇n by China to advance an open w orld  econom y and support 
ec〇n〇mic globalization.

Keynote speech at the opening cerem ony o f the F irst China International Im p ort
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U nder the theme o f “ N ew  E ra ，Shared Future” ，the C IIE  will
help friends from  around the w orld to seize opportunities presented

by China’s developm ent in  the new era and offer a p latform  for us to
expand international business cooperation for shared prosperity and 
progress. M ore than 3,600 companies from  172 countries, regions and 
international organizations are attending the event w ith over 400,〇〇〇 
Chinese and foreign buyers exp lo rin g  business deals. T he expo is 
utilizing a total area o f 300,000 square meters.

I  wish all friends participating in  this expo a m ost pleasant and 
rewarding experience.

Ladies and gentlemen，
Friends,
The w orld is going through a new round o f m ajor development, 

transform ation and adjustment. The econom ic and social wellbeing 
o f all countries is increasingly interconnected. Reform  o f the global 
governance system and the international order is picking up speed. On 
the other hand, the w orld econom y is going through profound adjust
m ent, and protectionism  and unilateralism  are resurgent. Economic 
globali2 ation faces headwinds, and m ultilateralism  and the system of 
free trade are under threat. Uncertainties and instabilities still abound,
and risks and challenges are grow ing. L iving  in  such a com plex world> 
we need to understand underlying trends, bolster confidence in ouf 
future through opening up and cooperation,； and w ork together to 
cope w ith risks and challenges.

A ll around the w orld people o f vision w ould agree that economic 
globalization, as an irreversible trend o f history, has gready boosted 
global grow th. This is an overarching trend, som ething that is inde
pendent o f peopled w ill. W hat hum anity can do is to understand and 
adapt to such historic trends, rather than try  to prevent them fro^ 
happening. The wheel o f history, indeed, w ill keep ro lling  forward 
matter what.

H istory tells us that openness and cooperation are m ajor d riv i^
forces behind dynamic international econom y and trade. The cuffent 
situation calls fo r openness and cooperation to foster steady gl° ^
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recovery. Looking ahead, openness and cooperation w ill remain essen
tial for continued hum an progress.

A  great vision, simple and pure, requires credible actions. G iven  
the profound shifts in  the in ternationa l econom ic landscape, the 
vision for a better w orld for all creates a call fo r countries to act w ith
greater courage and actively cham pion openness and cooperation in

order to secure shared developm ent.
- It  is im portant for all countries to open w ider and expand the 

space for m utually beneficial cooperation . O penness brings p rog
ress while isolation leads to backwardness. G loba l trade and invest
ment are driven by the needs o f countries for m utual exchange and 
complementarity. T he h istory o f  econom ic cooperation and inter
national trade testifies to the fact that <fieconom ies make progress 
through exchange and interconnectivity and fall behind because o f  
isolation and seclusion55. E ffo rts  to reduce ta riff barriers and open 
wider w ill lead to in tercon nectivity  in  econom ic cooperation  and 
global trade, while engaging in  beggar-thy-neighbor practices, isola
tion and seclusion w ill only result in  trade stagnation and an unhealthy 
world economy. Countries need to pursue an open policy, explicitly 
oppose protectionism  and unilateralism , and strive to raise the level 
of opening up at both  b ilateral and m ultilateral levels, so that we 
can connect our econom ies and build  an open w orld econom y. W e 
need to im prove m acroeconom ic coordination and reduce the nega
tive spillover o f national policies to joindy prom ote global econom ic 
growth. We need to establish a set o f global econom ic and trade rules 

is fair, reasonable and transparent, and prom ote and facilitate free 
trade and investment to make the global econom y m ore open through  
^creased exchanges and integration.

It  is im portant fo r all countries to pursue innovative grow th  
and speed up the transform ation o f  grow th drivers. In n ovation  is 

Premier engine for developm ent. O n ly  w ith bold innovation and 
ref〇rrn can we break through the bottleneck in  global grow th. The  
w〇rid economy has just m oved out o f the shadow o f the internation- 

^a n c ia l crisis, but the recovery is still unstable. There is an urgent
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need fo r a concerted international e ffo rt to prom ote innovation in 
science and technology and foster new grow th drivers. The wellbe
ing o f hum anity is the biggest driving force for this. In  our intercon
nected global village, to share the fruits o f innovation is the common 
aspiration and natural choice o f the global community. We need to
seize the opportunities presented by the new round o f technological
and industrial revolution, strengthen cooperation in frontier sectors 
such as the digital economy, artificial intelligence and nanotechnology, 
and w ork together to foster new technologies, new industries, and 
new form s and models o f business.

— It  is im portant for all countries to pursue inclusive development 
fo r the benefit o f  all. A s a Chinese saying goes, C<A11 flowers in full 
blossom  make a beautiful spring .55 To lead a happy life is the common 
aspiration o f people all over the w orld. The progress o f human soci
ety requires a continued e ffo rt from  all countries to further open
ing up, cooperation and w in-w in developm ent, and reject isolation, 
confrontation and m onopoly. In  a w orld o f deeper economic global- 
ization，the pursuit o f “ the law o f the jungle” and “winner-takes-all” 
leads nowhere. Inclusive grow th fo r all is surely the right way forward. 
Countries need to rise above differences and leverage their respective 
strengths to pursue inclusive grow th in  the face o f com m on risks and 
challenges. W e need to im plem ent the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
D evelopm ent o f the U nited N ations, reduce im balances in  global 
developm ent, and make econom ic globalization m ore open, inclusive, 
balanced and beneficial fo r all. This way, people o f all countries will 
be able to share the benefits o f  econom ic globalization and global 
grow th.

Ladies and gentlemen,
Friends,
The last four decades o f reform  and opening up in  China have 

been an epic journey fo r the Chinese people. W ith  determination 
through self-reliance and hard w ork, we have forged ahead 
road to national developm ent and progress. China has pursued devd 
opm ent w ith its door open and succeeded in  transform ing a cl〇se
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and semi-closed econom y into a fully open economy. Openness has 
become a tradem ark o f C hina. China has grow n by em bracing the 
world, and the w orld has also benefited from  ChinaJs opening up.

As I  explained at the B oao F oru m  fo r A sia  in  A p ril, C h in a^  
economic grow th over the past 40 years has been achieved w ith a 
commitment to opening up. In  the same vein, a future o f high-quality 
economic developm ent in  C hina can only be guaranteed by greater 
openness. I  have made it clear again and again that China’s door w ill 
never be closed. It  w ill only open even wider. China w ill never waver 
in its effort to pursue higher-quality opening up. China w ill never falter 
in its effort to pursue an open w orld economy. A nd  China w ill never 
relent in its effort to pursue a global com m unity o f shared future.

China w ill rem ain resolute in  fo llow in g  a w in-w in strategy o f  
opening up, adopting policies to prom ote and facilitate free trade and 
investment, and breaking new ground in opening up further through 
links running eastward and westward, across land and over sea. China 
will remain a strong advocate o f openness at the global level, and w ill 
continue to act as a stable engine o f global grow th, a huge market 
with enormous opportunities, and an active supporter o f reform  in  
global governance.

To broaden its open ing up, C h ina w ill step up effo rts  in  the 
following areas:

First, we w ill tap the potentia l fo r increased im ports. C h ina5s 
initiative to expand im ports is not a choice o f  expediency. It  is a 
^ture-oriented step to embrace the w orld and to prom ote com m on  
developm ent. T o  adjust to the upgrad ing  trend in  our dom estic
consum ption，we w ill take m ore p roactive  m easures to increase 
peopled incomes and purchasing power, foster new grow th areas o f  
Medium and high-end consum ption, continue to unleash the potential 

the domestic m arket, and expand the scope fo r im ports. W e w ill 
further steps to low er tariffs, facilitate customs clearance, reduce 

mstituti〇nal costs for im ports, and step up cross-border e-commerce 
other new form s and m odels o f business. China has a market o f  

〇re than 1.3 b illion  people, and it is our sincere prom ise to open the
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Chinese market to all countries. The C U E  w ill be held on an annual 

basis, and w ill continue to im prove w ith better perform ance and more 
results.

Second, we w ill continue to relax m arket access. The relaxation 
measures I  announced in  A p ril are generally in place. China has short
ened the negative list on foreign investment to reduce restrictions and 
facilitate investm ent. W e are steadily increasing the openness o f the 
financial sector, continuing to open up the service sector, and working 
towards greater openness in  the agricultural, m ining and manufactur
ing sectors. W e are accelerating opening up in  areas such as telecom
m unications, education, medical services and culture. In  particular, the 
foreign equity lim its are going to be eased in the education and medi
cal service sectors, where there is both strong interest am ong foreign 
investors and a notable shortage in  domestic supply. ChinaJs imports 
o f  goods and services are expected to exceed U S$30 trillio n  and 
US$10 trillion  respectively in  the com ing 15 years.

T h ird , we w ill foster a world-class business environm ent. China
w ill accelerate the form ulation o f  foreign investment laws and regula
tions, and make its foreign-related legal system m ore open and trans
parent. W e w ill im plem ent, across the board, a management system 
based on pre-establishment national treatment and a negative list. We 
respect international business rules and practices, and provide equal 
treatm ent to all types o f businesses registered in  China. We protect 
the lawful rights and interests o f foreign companies, and are resolute 
in punishing those in  v io lation  o f the law ful rights and interests of 
foreign investors, particularly intellectual property (IP) rights infringe
ments. W e w ill enhance the credibility and efficiency o f IP  examina
tion , and put in  place a punitive compensation system to significandy
raise the cost for offenders. Im provin g  the business environm ent is an 
ongoing process, and there is always room  for a country to do better 
in  this regard by addressing its ow n problem s. N o  country sh〇̂  
po in t fingers at others to gloss over its own problem s, nor sho^ 
any country target the flashlight at the weakness o f others only,
ignoring its own.
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Fourth, we w ill explore new heights o f opening up. China w ill
support deeper reform  and innovation in  its p ilo t free trade zones,
continue to experim ent w ith new differentiated policies and practices 
in these zones, and step up stress tests, so as to give full play to their 
role as a testing ground for reform  and opening up. China w ill waste 
no time in putting in  place policies and institutions fo r building the
Hainan Free Trade P ort in  a phased and progressive m anner, so as
to speed up the developm ent o f free trade ports in  accordance w ith  
conditions in China. This is a significant m ove by China to open wider
to the world. It  w ill set a new m odel and open up new prospects for
reform and opening up at a higher level.

Fifth, we w ill prom ote international cooperation at m ultilateral 
and bilateral levels. China firm ly upholds the rules o f the W orld  Trade
Organization (W T O ), supports its necessary reform , and defends the 
multilateral trading system. China w ill strive for the early conclusion 
of the Regional Com prehensive Econom ic Partnership (RC EP ), and 
speed up negotiations on the C h ina-EU  investm ent agreement and 
the China-Japan-Republic o f K orea free trade area. China w ill earnest
ly im plem ent the eight m ajor in itia tives 1 announced at this yearJs 
Beijing Summit o f the Forum  on C hina-A frica C ooperation. China
supports a greater role for mechanisms such as the G 20 , A P E C , the 
Shanghai C ooperation O rgan iza tion , and the B R IC S  in  bu ild ing  a 
fairer and more equitable global econom ic governance system. China 
will continue to advance the Belt and Road Initiative through interna
tional cooperation in  the spirit o f  consultation and collaboration for 
shared benefits. W e w ill w ork w ith participating countries on m ajor 
Pr〇jects, set up m ore trade prom otion platform s, and encourage more 
well-established and strong Chinese companies w ith good reputation 

in countries along the Belt and Road and enhance coopera
tion in eco-environmental protection, science and technology, culture, 

in im proving peopled lives. In  so doing, we hope to set up for the 
^  °le world a platform  for open cooperation.

Ladies and gentlemen,
Friends,



242 The G overnance o f C hina

The Chinese econom y is on the whole stable and m aking further 
progress. D u rin g  the first three quarters o f this year, C hina^ GDP 
grew  by 6.7 percent, including 6.5-percent grow th registered for the 
third quarter, meeting our grow th target. G rain  output fo r the whole 
year is projected to surpass 1 . 2  trillio n  jin  (600 m illion  tons). Some
11.07 m illio n  new jobs have been created, h itting  our annual goal 
ahead o f schedule. Judged against the m ain econom ic indicators, from 
G D P  grow th, job creation, consum er prices and international balance 
o f payment to companies, p ro fit margins, governm ent fiscal revenue 
and productivity, China’s econom y is perform ing reasonably well. This
has given us a solid foundation for delivering the developm ent goals 
for the w hole year. A nd  compared w ith other m ajor economies, China 
still ranks am ong the leaders in  terms o f G D P  grow th.

So, w hen you talk about the future o f  the Chinese economy, 
you have every reason to be confident. The fundamentals for sound 
and stable grow th  rem ain unchanged. T he  necessary production 
factors fo r quality developm ent rem ain unchanged. A n d  the overall 
m om entum  o f long-term  stability and progress remains unchanged. 
A s efforts to advance reform  across the board unleash new drivers 
o f grow th, C hinaJs capacity fo r m acroeconom ic regulation is grow
ing. W ith  substantive progress made in  advancing the Belt and Road 
In itiative, two-way investm ent and trade between China and partner 
countries continue to gather pace. A ll in  all, favorable conditions are 
in  place for the long-term , healthy and steady grow th o f the Chinese 
economy.

O f  course, everything has two sides. The current economic situ
ation both at hom e and abroad has created m ore uncertainties, ni〇re 
difficulties and m ore risks fo r the Chinese econom y. In  general, ^  
believe these are typical problem s that tend to occur in  the course 〇f 
developm ent. H ow ever, the measures we have adopted either have 
manifested, o r are m anifesting, positive effects.

China is the w orld ’s second largest econom y. W e have a niark^l 
o f m ore than 1.3 b illion  consum ers w ho live on a land o f 〇ver 
m illion square kilometers. To use a m etaphor, China^ economy is f l 0
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a pond, but an ocean. The ocean certainly has its calm days, but also 
rimes o f gales and storm s. W ith o u t them , the ocean w ould not be 
an ocean. Gales and storms may ravage a pond, but never an ocean. 
Whatever the gales and storm s, the ocean is still there. It  is the same 
for China. A fte r 5,000 years o f trials and tribulations, China is still
here. Looking ahead，China w ill always be here.

I  am convinced that as long as we have confidence in  our strate
gies, advance reform  and opening up in  all respects, intensify supply-
side structural reform ，and make greater efforts to solve outstanding 
problems，the Chinese econom y w ill surely make a rapid transition
to quality developm ent; the Chinese people w ill surely overcom e all 
difficulties on the way forw ard; and the country w ill surely embrace a 
brighter future.

Ladies and gentlemen,
Friends,
Every city has its character. Located at the juncture where the 

Yangtze R iver flow s in to  the Pacific O cean, Shanghai has been a 
pioneer o f opening up in  C hina. The city’s developm ent has been 
made possible by its open-m indedness, its com petitive edge, and its 
bold opening-up actions. Since I  once w orked here, I  know  person- 

just how im portant it is for Shanghai to be open and for China to 
keep the city open. Indeed, openness, innovation and inclusiveness 
have become the hallmarks o f Shanghai. They are also a v iv id  reflec- 
ton o f China’s developm ent and progress in  the new era.

To capitalize on the im portant role o f Shanghai and other areas in  
China’s opening up，we have made the follow ing decisions: F irst，we 

expand the area o f the China (Shanghai) P ilot Free Trade Zone  
an additional section, and w ill encourage and support the city in  

experirnenting w ith bolder and m ore creative policies o f prom oting  
facilitating free trade and investm ent, so that m ore o f its success- 

practices may be replicated in  other parts o f China. Second, we 
^  ^unch a science and technology innovation board at the Shanghai 

^  Exchange and experim ent w ith a registration system for listed 
〇rnpanies. We w ill also support Shanghai in cementing its position as
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an international financial center and a hub o f science and technology 
innovation, and in  steadily im proving the fundamental institutions of 
its capital market. T h ird , we w ill support integrated development of 
the Yangtze R iver Delta region. W e w ill make this a national strategy 
and im plem ent our new developm ent philosophy in  earnest. We will 
build  a m odern econom ic system, and adopt higher standards for 
reform  and opening up. The region w ill develop in  tandem with the 
Belt and Road Initiative, the Beijing-Tianjin-Hebei Region, the Yang
tze R iver E conom ic B elt, and the G uangdong-H ong Kong-Macao 
Greater Bay Area. Together, these w ill im prove the overall framework 
o f China’s reform  and opening up.

Ladies and gendemen,
Friends,
The C U E  is an event hosted by China w ith the support o f the 

W T O  and other international organizations, as well as a large number 
o f participating countries. It  is not a solo perform ance by China, but 
rather a chorus by countries from  all over the w orld. I  hope that at the 
H ongqiao International Econom ic and Trade Forum , you w ill brain
storm  ideas fo r reform ing the global econom ic governance system, 
for jo intly safeguarding free trade and the m ultilateral trading system, 
and fo r w orking together to foster an open global econom y that is 
innovative and inclusive. Together, let us contribute to our common 
determ ined efforts to build a global com m unity o f shared future and 
usher in an even better tom orrow  for humanity.

Thank you.

N o te s

1 Th is refers to industrial p rom otion , infrastructure connectivity, trade facilita
tion , green developm ent, capacity build ing, health care, people-to-people exchanges, 

and peace and security.

Open U p  and Cooperate Towards a Shared Future

N o v e m b e r  5, 2019

Your ExceUency President Em m anuel M acron,
Your ExceUencies Prim e M inister Andrew  Holness, Prim e M inister 

Kyriakos M itsotakis, and Prim e M inister A na Brnabic,
Your ExceUencies Speakers o f Parliament，

Your ExceUencies Heads o f International Organizations,
Your Excellencies Heads o f Delegations,
Distinguished guests,
Ladies and gentlemen,
Friends,

In  this colorfol season o f deep autum n, it gives me great pleasure 
to meet w ith you by the H uangpu R iver. I  now  declare the Second
China International Im p o rt E xp o  open.

O n behalf o f the Chinese governm ent and people, and in my own 
name, I  extend a hearty welcome to aU o f you, friends old and new, 

from across the w orld.
A  year ago here, the inaugural China International Im p o rt E xp o  

was successfully held. Today, even m ore friends are attending  
second expo w ith the theme o f 4tN ew  E ra , Shared Future,5.1  do hope 
that you w ill all find this event a w orthw hile and rewarding expenence.

A t last year’s E xp o , I announced five new initiatives to open China

father and oudined three steps for Shanghai to open itself w ider to 
the world. O ne year later, these initiatives and steps are generally in
Place. We have launched Lingang Special Area, an expansion o f China

(Shanghai) P ilot Free Trade Zone, and six other new p ilo t free trade

* Keynote speech at the opening cerem ony o f the Second China International Im port 
£xp〇.
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zones across the country. The sci-tech innovation board o f the Shaoft.1 
hai Stock Exchange has also been inaugurated, w ith a registration'

system being piloted fo r com pany listing. In  the Yangtze River Delta 
region, a plan fo r prom oting integrated developm ent o f the region 
has been adopted as a national strategy. A t the national level, the
Foreign Investm ent Law w ill enter into force on January 1 next yeaji

A  management system consisting o f both pre-establishment national
treatment and a negative Ust is ftoUy operational. M ajor headway has 
been made in increasing im ports to boost consum ption and in bring
ing down tan ff levels. D uring  m y meetings w ith foreign leaders at last 
year s expo, we agreed to launch 98 initiatives. O f  these, 23 have been
completed, 47 are m aking good progress, and 28 are under implemen- 
tation.

Econom ic globalization represents the trend o f history. It  is just 
Uke the w orlds great rivers, the Yangtze, the N ile , the Am azon and 
the Danube: They all surge forward in  great torrents, and nothing can 
stop their m ighty flow, not the current o f undertows or hidden shoals 
or rocks beneath the water.

N one o f  the problem s confronting  the w orld  econom y can be 
resolved by one country alone. W e must aU put the com m on good of 
hum anity first. N o  country should place its own interests above the 
com m on interests o f all. W e m ust be m ore open-m inded and take 
m ore effective measures, and w ork together totaake the global market 

bigger. W e need to strengthen the mechanisms fo r sharing benefits 
w ith all, and explore new form s o f  international cooperation. The 
goal is to create m ore impetus fo r econom ic globalization and remove 
as m any impediments as we can.

F or this to happen, it is im perative that we take the follow ing 
steps:

First, we need to w ork together to build an open global econoniy 
through cooperation. As global value and supply chains continue to 
develop, countries are becom ing m ore interconnected. W ith  shrinking 
distances between countries and grow ing interactions am ong them, 
differences and frictions are inevitable. The right solution to any prob-
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I m lies in consultation and cooperation. A ll problem s can be settled 
C the spirit o f equaUty, m utual understanding and accom m odation.
We need to prom ote developm ent through opening up, and enhance 
exchanges and cooperation. W e need to stick together rather than 
drifting apart. W e need to tear dow n walls rather than erecting them.
W e n e e d  to stand firm against protectionism  and unilateralism . W e

need to continuaUy bring dow n trade barriers, upgrade global value 
and supply chains, and joindy create market demand.

Second, we need to build an open, innovation-driven w orld econ
omy. Innovation-driven developm ent is essential to sustaining global 
growth. A t present, a new round o f scientific and technological revo
lution and industrial transform ation has reached a historic juncture,
and major breakthroughs are w ithin reach. Countries need to step up

cooperation in  innovation. W e need to embed science and technology 
in growth, and share m ore innovation outcomes. W e need to remove 
barriers that ham per the flow  o f know ledge, technology, talent and 
other factors o f innovation, and support our businesses in  carrying  
out technical exchanges and cooperation. This w ill fu lly unleash the 
potential for innovation. To enable hum anity to benefit from  know l
edge and innovation, we need to tighten the protection o f intellectual 
property, rather than stifling the flow  o f know ledge, o r creating or
even widening the technology divide.

T h ird , we need to b u ild  an open g loba l econom y fo r m utual 
benefit. We need to pursue inclusive and mutually beneficial develop
ment. We need to w ork together to safeguard the international order 
with the purposes and principles o f the U N  Charter at its core, uphold
the fiindamental values and basic principles o f the multilateral trading

system, facilitate free trade and investment, and make econom ic global- 
nation more open, inclusive, balanced and beneficial to all. W e should 
strive to im plem ent the U N  2030 Agenda fo r Sustainable D evelop
ment and increase support for the least developed countries so that the 
benefits o f development w ill reach m ore countries and peoples.

China, which has reached a new historic starting point, w ill open 
its door wider to the w orld. The Com m unist Party o f China has just

O pen U p a n d  C ooperate Tow ards a  Shared  F u ture
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concluded the Fourth Plenary Session o f the 19th Central Committee 
A  decision has been made to uphold and im prove the socialist system 
w ith  Chinese characteristics and m odern ize  the c o u n try^ system 
and capacity fo r governance. M any significant measures have been 
announced to extend reform  and opening up. C hina w ill stay true 
to its fundam ental state policy o f opening up and carry out reforriL 
developm ent and in n ovation  th rough  open ing up. T h is  w ill raise 
opening up to an even higher level.

F irst, China w ill continue to open up its market. China has a popu
lation o f close to 1.4 b illion , w ith its m iddle-incom e population being 
the biggest in  the w orld . T he huge Chinese m arket has unlimited 
potential. There is a popular saying am ong us Chinese: c<The world is a 
big place, and I  want to see m ore o f it.,? A n d  this is what I  want to say 
to you today: The Chinese market is so big that you should all come 
and see what it has to offer. China w ill better leverage the fundamental 
role o f dom estic consum ption in  fueling econom ic development and 
foster a m ore robust domestic m arket to boost grow th at home and 
create m ore impetus for global grow th. China w ill increase its imports. 
W e w ill continue to lower tariffs and governm ent-im posed transaction 
costs, develop dem onstration zones to prom ote im ports by innovative 
means, and im port m ore high-quality goods and services from  other 
countries. W e w ill take steps to prom ote balanced grow th o f imports 
and exports, o f  trade in  goods and services, =〇f  two-way trade and 
investment, and o f trade and industry. By these means we w ill ensure 
a free yet orderly flow  o f both international and dom estic factors 
o f production, im prove efficient allocation o f resources, and boost 
market integration.

Second, China w ill continue to upgrade its opening up. China^ 
opening up is pursued in  multi-sectors. A  new framework o f all-round 
opening up is being put in  place in  our country. China w ill continue 

to encourage bold  trials and experim ents in  p ilo t free trade z〇fleS 
and speed up the developm ent o f the Hainan Free Trade Port as the 
pacesetters o f opening up in  China. China w ill continue to pr〇m〇te 
the coordinated developm ent o f the B eijing-T ianjin-H ebei Regi〇fl>
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the development o f the Yangtze R iver E conom ic B elt, the Yangtze 
River Delta region, and the G uangdong-H ong Kong-M acao Greater
Bay Area. We w ill draw up a new national strategy for environm ental 
protection and high-quality development in  the Yellow  R iver Basin. A ll 
these steps w ill boost opening up am ong different parts o f tlie country.

Third , China w ill continue to im prove its business environm ent. A  
sound business environm ent provides the necessary conditions for 
enterprises to survive and thrive. O n  O ctober 24, the W orld  Bank
released its D o ing  Business Report 2020, which ranks China 31st, up 
15 places from  last year5s ranking o f 46th. Last m onth, China issued
a set o f regulations on im provin g  its business environm ent. G o in g
forward, China w ill continue to resolve m ajor problem s hindering  
economic developm ent, speed up targeted reform s in  key respects 
and fields, and m odernize its system and capacity fo r governance  
to provide institutional support fo r pursuing high-standard open
ing up and high-quality developm ent. China w ill continue to foster 
an enabling business environm ent that is based on market principles, 
governed by law, and aligned w ith international standards. W e w ill give 
foreign investors greater m arket access, further cut the negative list, 
and im prove institutions fo r prom oting and protecting investments 
and for reporting inform ation. W ith  regard to IP  protection, we w ill 
cultivate an environm ent that appreciates the value o f know ledge, 
improve the legal fram ework, step up law enforcem ent, and enhance
protection through both civil and crim inal justice systems.

Fourth, China w ill continue to enhance m ultilateral and bilateral
cooperation. China remains com m itted to international cooperation  
and multilateralism. China supports necessary reform  o f the W T O  so 
as to enable it to play a bigger role in  prom oting openness and devel- 
°pment and make the m ultilateral trade regim e m ore authoritative  
and effective. Later this afternoon, China w ill host an In form al W T O  
Ministerial M eeting. W e look  forw ard to candid exchanges that w ill 
lead to jo int actions to im prove global econom ic governance. I  am  
happy to note that yesterday，15 countries taking part in  the Regional
Com prehensive E con om ic  Partnership concluded negotiations on
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the text, and I  hope the agreement w ill be signed and enter into force 
at an early date. China is ready to conclude high-standard free trade 
agreements w ith m ore countries. W e w ill speed up negotiations on a 
C hina-EU  investment agreement, China-Japan-RO K  F T A , and China- 
G u lf  C ooperation  C ouncil F T A . W e w ill stay actively engaged in 
cooperation w ithin the United N ations, the G 20 , A P E C , and BRICS 
to advance econom ic globalization.

F ifth , China w ill continue to pursue Belt and Road cooperation. 
C hina has now  signed 197 docum ents on B elt and Road coopera
tion w ith 137 countries and 30 international organizations. China will 
follow  the principles o f extensive consultation, jo int contribution and 
shared benefits, pursue open, green and clean cooperation, and ensure 
high-quality Belt and Road cooperation that is high-standard, people- 
centered and sustainable.

Ladies and gentlemen,
Friends,
Looking forward, China w ill pursue a new development philosophy 

and the strategy o f innovation-driven developm ent W e w ill redouble 
efforts to foster new growth drivers and create new grow th momentum  
by shifting the grow th m odel and im proving the econom ic structure. 
W e believe such efforts w ill bring high-quality development opportuni
ties not only to China but to the whole o f tlie global economy.

I have every confidence in  the prospects o f C hina’s economic
developm ent. China^ developm ent, viewed through the lens o f histo
ry, is an integral part o f the lo fty  cause o f human progress. China will
reach out to other countries w ith open arms and o ffe r them  more

opportunities in  markets, investm ent and grow th. Together, we can 
surely achieve developm ent for all.

The Chinese c iv ilization  has always valued universal peace and 
harm ony am ong nations. Let us jo in  hands to build an open global 
econom y and a global com m unity o f shared future.

Thank you.

R isk  M anagem ent



Ensure Absolute Party Leadership over 

National Security*

A p ril 17, 2018

In  terms o f  national security w ork in  the new era, we should  
strengthen the P a rty c e n tra lize d  and unified leadership, take cogni
zance o f the current situation, adopt a holistic approach to national 
security, and strive for further progress. In  so doing, we w ill provide  
a strong guarantee fo r the Tw o Centenary G oals and the Chinese 
Dream o f national rejuvenation.

Since it was established fo u r years ago, the N ation a l Security 
Commission has upheld overall leadership by the Party. In  line w ith  
the requirem ents o f  a h o listic  approach to national security, the 
commission has put in  place a general fram ew ork o f the national 
security system, developed the theory, im proved the strategy, and 
established a co ord in a tio n  m echanism . M any long-stand ing  and 
complex problem s have been solved, and m any long-sought objec
tives accom plished. W e have strengthened our w ork in  all respects 
and have secured favorable conditions for safeguarding our national 
security.

The road ahead w ill not be plain sailing. The brighter the pros- 
Pects, the m ore we should  enhance o u r awareness o f  p o ten tia l 
dangers, raise ou r vig ilance, and fu lly  understand and effectively  
address m ajor risks and challenges. W e m ust d irect ou r attention  
to ^ey issues and areas, and prevent internal and external risks and 
challenges from  interacting, com bin ing and accum ulating, so as to 
constantly im prove our national security.

Main points o f the speech at the first meeting o f the N ational Security Com m ission 
the 19th CPC Central Com m ittee.
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In  order to im plem ent a holistic approach to national security, we 
must:

- C oord inate developm ent and security. W e should make best 
use o f our developm ent achievements to consolidate the foundation 
for national security and cultivate a secure environm ent conducive to 
econom ic and social developm ent.

—Consider the peopled security, political security, and the suprem
acy o f our national interests as three essential elements o f an indi
visib le  w hole. The peopled security is the purpose o f maintaining 
national security, political security the foundation, and the supremacy 
o f national interests the guideline. W e must ensure that the people live 
in  peace and contentm ent, the Party remains in  pow er and the coun
try enjoys lasting stability.

— Focus on prevention, and act effectively whenever risks arise.
— Safeguard and shape national security. To shape national security 

is to safeguard it at a higher level and w ith greater foresight. China 
w ill act as a responsible m ajor country, and w ork w ith others to build 
a global com m unity o f shared future.

— M ake coordinated plans. W e m ust always approach national 
security in  the context o f  overall developm ent o f  socialism  with
Chinese characteristics，and fully m obilize all parties’ initiative to form
a jo int force.

N ational security w ork should meet the requirements o f the new 
era. W hile  keeping one eye on the present, we must keep the other on 
the future. W e need to safeguard political security, im prove the natiofl* 
al security system, refine the strategies and policies, strengthen 
capacity, prevent and control m ajor risks, strengthen the legal system, 
and raise the security awareness o f the general public.

W e m ust uphold  the P arty^ absolute leadership over national 
security w ork and im plem ent m ore effective com m and and co〇rdifla- 
don. The N ational Security Com m ission should play well its rok  
coord ination , m aking sure that the national security principles and
policies are im plem ented，im proving the w orking mechanism, making
great e ffo rt to im prove its strategic capacity fo r understanding
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overall situation and for planning future developm ent. The com m is
sion must also continue to enhance its capability o f m anaging risks 
and meeting challenges. W e m ust also strengthen the Party and its 
work among national security departments, and guide the officials at 
all levels to enhance the Four Consciousnesses and the Four-sphere 
Confidence, and to resolutely uphold  the authority o f  the Central 
Committee and its centralized, unified leadership so that we can build  
a loyal and reliable national security force.



Be Alert to Risks*

January 21，2019

W e should follow  the Thought on Socialism w ith Chinese Charac
teristics for a N ew  Era  and fully im plem ent the decisions o f the 19th 
CPC N ational Congress and the second and third plenary sessions of 
the 19th C PC  Central Com m ittee. This requires a fu ll and accurate 
understanding o f the profound changes in  the external environment 
as w ell as the new circum stances, problem s, and challenges facing 
China in  reform , developm ent and stability. It  is im perative to stay 
alert to potential risks and enhance our capacity fo r risk prevention 
and control. W e must focus on preventing and resolving m ajor risks to 
ensure sustained and sound econom ic developm ent and social stabil
ity, so as to secure success in  building a moderately prosperous society 
in  all respects, advancing socialism w ith Chinese characteristics for a 
new era, and achieving the Chinese D ream  o f national rejuvenation.

A t present China is generally in  good shape. W e have seen that 
the leadership o f the C PC  Central Com m ittee is strong and effec
tive. W e have seen an enhanced awareness am dng Party members of 
the Four Consciousnesses, the Four-sphere Confidence and the Two 
Upholds. The political landscape is healthy and positive. O u r econoniy 
is m aking steady progress. A ll our people are united and in  high spi^- 
A n d  social stability prevails throughout the country.

In  the face o f a confusing and changing international landscape,  ̂
com plex and sensitive neighboring environm ent, and the formidable 
tasks o f reform , developm ent and m aintaining stability at home,

* M ain points o f the speech at the opening cerem ony o f a study session on worst . 
scenario th inking to prevent and resolve m ajor risks, which was attended by principal 
at the provincial and m inisterial level.
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should stay keenly alert to “ black swan” and “gray rh ino”  events，and 
seize the initiative to prevent risks from  arising, while adopting effec
tive measures to address and resolve those that do arise. W e must be 
fully prepared and make proactive strategic moves to convert danger 
into safety and adversity into opportunity.

Party com m ittees and governm ents at all levels m ust pursue a 
holistic approach to national security and w ork to meet the require
ments set out by the CPC Central Com m ittee for political security in  
our country. W e should continue to consolidate and strengthen the 
preponderance o f m ainstream  opinions, and intensify guidance on  
public opinion. A t the same tim e we need to accelerate the establish
ment o f a system fo r integrated internet m anagem ent to prom ote  
a law-based cyberspace. P rio rity  should be given to im p rovin g  the 
system o f political education fo r young people w ith updated content 
and form s, helping them foster a sound oudook on the w orld, life and 
values, and building up their confidence in  the path, theory, system  
and culture o f Chinese socialism so as to ensure that new generations 
are well prepared to carry forw ard the socialist cause.

C h in a ’s econom y is d o in g  w e ll on  the w h o le ，w h ile  fac in g  
profound and com plicated changes in  the international and domes
tic environm ent. It  is inevitable that we w ill encounter challenges in  
pushing ahead w ith supply-side structural reform . Despite some new 
and w orrisom e developm ents am id steady econom ic grow th , it is 
essential for us to m aintain confidence in  our strategies and advance 

economy in  the right direction, while rem aining alert and ready to 
identify and address potential m ajor econom ic risks w ith appropriate 
Measures. A ll provincial authorities and central departm ents should 
strike a balance between m aintaining steady grow th and defusing risks, 

in doing so we must keep a proper pace and intensity. It  is neces- 
Sary to im plem ent a long-term  mechanism fo r prom oting the steady 

sound developm ent o f the real estate market. W e should strength- 
^  niarket psychological analysis, im prove evaluations o f the im pact 

new policies on the financial m arket, and better guide public  
pectations. M arket m onitoring and regulatory coordination should



258 The G overnance o f  C hina

be enhanced to elim inate risks prom ptly. W e should take c o n c r e te  

measures to make financing easier and m ore affordable for medium-

sized，small and m icro businesses，intensify our efforts to help enter-
prises in  stabilizing em ploym ent, and put into practice the policy of 
g iv in g  high p rio rity  to em ploym ent. G reater efforts are needed to 
speed up the disposal o f zom bie enterprises and facilitate the rede
ploym ent o f their employees, so as to unleash untapped resources and 
m ove faster towards a balanced market. A ll provincial authorities and 
central departm ents should take effective steps to stabilize employ- 
m ent, financial markets, foreign trade, foreign investm ent, domestic 
investm ent, and pub lic  expectations, and keep econom ic growth 
w ithin a reasonable range.

Security in  the field o f science and technology constitutes a criti
cal com ponent o f national security. W e need to enhance our systems 
and capacity in  this area. In  order to achieve higher overall efficienqr, 
the national innovation system should be im proved to avoid dupli
cated resource allocation, to integrate dispersed research efforts, to 
clearly define the functions o f innovative participants, and to solve 
other m ajor problem s. W e should reinforce the systems and mecha
nisms fo r innovation by overcom ing weaknesses. It  is imperative to 
im prove strategic analysis and adopt forw ard-looking plans for inno
vation in  key areas. W e should accelerate the configuration o f national 
laboratories, restructure the system o f key national laboratories, set 
up m ajor innovation bases and platform s, and integrate the efforts of 
enterprises, universities and research institutes. W e need to strengthen 
our overall planning fo r key scientific and technological programs 
concerning national security and overall econom ic and social devel
opm ent, and reinforce our national strategic strength in  science and 
technology. W e should accelerate the establishment o f an early warn
ing and m onitoring system to ensure the security o f our science 
technology. W e should advance legislation on artificia l intelligence 
gene editing, medical diagnosis, automated driving, drones, and service 
robots.

To m aintain social stability, we should ensure the implementa^1011
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of various measures for security and stability, and resolve the im m edi
ate concerns o f the people. E ffo rts  should be made in  areas including  
employment, education, social security, medicine and health care, food  
safety, workplace safety, public security, and regulation o f the housing
market， to enhance the people’s sense o f gain，happiness and security.
Strong and swift action should be taken to both protect the peopled 
rights and strike hard at illegal and crim inal activities. W e must coor
dinate actions to prevent and com bat crim e w ith measures to resolve 
risks and maintain stability when dealing w ith econom ic cases invo lv
ing large numbers o f victim s. W e should take tim ely action to seize 
stolen property, control offenders, return the property to its owners, 
and provide necessary education and counseling to prevent crim inal 
offenses. It  is imperative to continue the fight against organized crime 
and local tyrants and keep a close watch on their sources o f finance, 
support networks and protectors. W e should focus on  com bin ing  
prevention and punishm ent and addressing both symptoms and root 
causes. We need to upgrade the m ultidim ensional crim e prevention  
and control system w ith the aid o f inform ation technology to m ain
tain a strong deterrence against crim inal acts and enhance the peopled 
sense o f security. Further efforts should be made to m odernize social 
governance, carry on and develop the Fengqiao m odel1 in  m aintaining 
public security, and im prove the social coordination mechanism for a 
safe and secure society, thus fundam entally enhancing our capacity to 
better maintain social stability.

The w orld is undergoing p ro fou n d  changes at an accelerating 
Pace, generating m ore sources o f instability and risk. In  the face o f  
an lncreasingly com plex and challenging international landscape, we 
must give consideration to both  the dom estic and the international 
N ation, and balance developm ent and security. W e need to exercise 
yerall coordination w ith a focus on m ajor issues and take effective 

Precautions against interconnected risks. It  is im perative to re in 
force the protection o f our country^ overseas interests and ensure 

e safety 〇f  m ajor projects, personnel and institutions overseas. We 
^ 〇uld im prove the guarantee system for the Belt and Road Initiative
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to safeguard our sovereignty, security and developm ent interests, and 

create a sound external environm ent for C hina^ reform , development 
and stability.

Since the 18th C PC  N ational Congress in  2012, we have made 

m arked progress in strengthening Party discipline in  a spirit o f self
reform  and rem oving serious hidden threats to our Party. However, 
this does n o t m ean we can rest on  o u r laurels. O u r Party is still
confronted w ith long-term  and com plex tests o f its capacity to exer-
cise governance, carry out reform  and opening up, develop the market 
econom y, and respond to external volatility. A t the same time, our 
Party is also facing intense and severe threats, such as lack o f drive, 
incom petence, disengagement from  the people, inaction, and corrup
tion. This conclusion is drawn from  the analysis o f actual conditions. 
A ll Party members must continue to strengthen their commitment to 
the Four Consciousnesses, the Four-sphere Confidence, and the Two 
U pholds. I t  is essential to closely fo llow  the Central Com m ittee in 
terms o f thinking, political orientation, and actions, conscientiously 
safeguard Party solidarity and unity, stricdy abide by the PartyJs politi
cal discipline and rules, and always m aintain close ties w ith the people.

A s the country is at a crucial stage in  its efforts to achieve national 
rejuvenation and remove m ajor barriers to further reform  and devel
opm ent, it is in  need o f officials w ho forge ahead w ith determination 
and tenacity and have the courage and ability "to stand firm  at critical 
m om ents. W e have secured a sweeping v ic to ry  in  the fight against 
c o rru p tio n  since the 18th C P C  N atio n a l Congress, but the fight 
has not ended and we still face grave and com plex challenges. We 
must remain firm  in  our zero-tolerance attitude to corruption, never
slacken our efforts, and take resolute and sustained action to win this
prolonged battle.

Preventing and resolving m ajor risks is the political responsibility 
o f  Party committees, governm ents and officials at all levels. We must 
fu lfill all our responsibilities in  this regard through concrete, meticu
lous and effective efforts. W e should sharpen our awareness o f risks? 
rem ain m indful and thoughtful o f  the broader picture, rem ain sensi-
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tive to development trends, and plan ahead against potential risks. To  
enhance our ability to resolve risks, we should be able to perceive the
nature o f  com plex phenom ena, identify the key problem s and their
causes, make prom pt decisions, and effectively solve problem s by 
guiding and organizing the people, and by integrating all forces. O ffi
cials should strengthen theoretical cultivation by conducting in-depth  
studies o f the tenets o f M arxism , fu lly understanding the Thought 
on Socialism w ith Chinese Characteristics fo r a N ew  E ra  and their 
underlying dialectical m aterialist w orldview  and m ethodology. W e 
should have strategic and h istorica l perspectives, develop creative 
and worst-case scenario th inking, adopt a dialectical approach and 
think in terms o f the rule o f law, so as to discover the laws behind 
problems, and accumulate our experience and im prove our capability. 
It is imperative to enhance risk prevention and control mechanisms, 
establish mechanisms fo r risk analysis and assessment, risk assess
ment in the decision-m aking process, and collaboration and division  
of responsibility in  risk prevention and control. W e should take the 
initiative to reinforce coordination and cooperation, so that each level 
of leadership exercises strict supervision on the w ork o f  the next 
lower level to ensure im plem entation.

Preventing and resolving m ajor risks requires our energetic and 
persevering com m itm ent. O fficia ls should have the courage to take 
on responsibilities and confront problem s w hile retaining determ ina
tion and im proving their capability to solve problem s. Young officials 
should be field-trained through participation in  m ajor programs. Lead
ership teams and leading officials should becom e m ore experienced 
and capable through practice, m aintain a strong w ill to overcom e  
^  challenges, p roperly deal w ith  every m ajor risk, and thoroughly  
promote reform , developm ent and stability.

Notes

In  the early 1960s, the officials and citizenry o f  Fengqiao Tow n in  Zhejiang
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Province created the Fengqiao practice, w hich em phasized solving problem s in situ 
rather than passing them  up to higher authorities. The practice has developed over 
the intervening decades, and is now  a m odel fo r prom oting com m unity-level g〇y. 
ernance and social harm ony. Relying on the people, the Party com m ittee and gov
ernm ent devote their efforts to preventing disputes and solving problem s, so as to 
m aintain social stability and prom ote developm ent.

Meet Challenges Head-On*

September 3, 2019

O fficials, especially younger officials, m ust undergo strict theo- 
rctical and political studies and be tempered by practice. Y ou should 
enhance your capability and meet challenges head-on，and w ork tena_
ciously towards the Two Centenary Goals and the Chinese D ream  o f  
national rejuvenation.

The emergence and developm ent o f M arxism  and socialist coun
tries are stories o f hardship and struggle. The Com m unist Party o f  
China, the Peopled Republic o f China, the reform  and opening-up  
policy, and socialism  w ith  Chinese characteristics fo r a new era all 
came into being, developed and grew in strength in  the course o f this 
struggle.

Today^ w orld is in  the m idst o f great changes that have not been 
seen in a century. The great struggle，the great project，the great cause， 
and the great dream are flourishing under the PartyJs leadership. The  
tasks o f advancing reform ，prom oting developm ent，and m aintaining 
stability are arduous. W e are facing a historic opportunity and also a 
series o f major risks and tests. To achieve the goals and targets set by 
the Party, we must enhance our capability and meet challenges head-on.

Achieving national rejuvenation is no easy task. It  w ill take m ore 
drum  beating and gong clanging to get there. Realizing this great 

dteam demands a great struggle. 丁he tests we face on the way forward 
^iU  only becom e m ore com plex as we press on , and we m ust be 
prepared to crest unimaginable waves.

* Main points o f the speech at the opening cerem ony o f a training program  for younger
cials at the Central Party School (N ational Academ y o f Governance) during its 2019 fall 

semester.
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The struggle on all fronts is not short-term  but long-term , extend
ing across the whole process o f realizing the Second Centenary Goal. 
W e m ust enhance the F ou r Consciousnesses, re in force the Four- 
sphere Confidence, and ensure the Tw o U pholds. Furtherm ore, we 
need to strengthen our w ill to confront the grim  challenges that lie in 
front o f us; we must steel ourselves, take proactive action, and dare to 
fight and win.

W e Com m unists have a clear d irection , stance and principle in 
our struggle — the general direction is to uphold CPC leadership and 
the socialist system. W e must fight resolutely and successfully against 
any risks and challenges that endanger Party leadership, the socialist 
system, the sovereignty, security and developm ent interests o f our 
country, our core national interests and principles, the fundamental 
interests o f our people, the realization o f the Two Centenary Goals, 
and the rejuvenation o f the Chinese nation. We should be clear-headed, 
take a firm  stance, and stay on the right course in  m ajor struggles. In 
the face o f any m ajor test, we should be ^unperturbed by the cloud 
that obscures our vision’’1，and remain steadfast while “ riotous clouds
sweep past’’2.

Com m unists have always been ready fo r the struggle to resolve 
problem s, threats and challenges. China has entered a period when 
threats and challenges w ill accum ulate and may surface en masse. 
M ajor issues w ill therefore arise in  no small num ber in  the fields of 
the econom y, politics, culture, society, the eco-environm ent, national 

defense and the m ilitary, H o n g  K o n g , M acao and Taiw an affairs,
foreign affairs，and the w ork to strengthen the Party. They w ill become 
increasingly com plex, and leading officials should be sharp and quick

in foreseeing and identifying potential threats, perceiving their loca
tions, form s and likely trends, and resolving them as necessary.

Struggle is an art, and we must be adroit practitioners. In  maj〇f 
endeavors, we should strengthen our awareness o f potential danger 
w hile m aintaining strategic confidence, make sound strategic judg" 
ments and tactical decisions, and focus on both process and result 
Leading officials should fu lfill their due responsibilities, be ready ^
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able to fight, and prevail at all times and in  all circumstances.
We should pay close attention  to strategies and m ethods and 

master the art o f struggle. W e should focus on m ajor problem s and 
key aspects o f these problem s, and always fight fo r just reasons, to 
our advantage, and w ith restraint. W e should choose the right m eth
ods for addressing problem s, take measured approaches, stick to our 
principles, and be flexible on strategies. W e should adjust these as the 
situation demands, and apply them in a tim ely manner, to the proper 
extent, and for the best results. M oreover, we should unite all forces 
available, m obilize all favorable factors, and strive for unity, coopera
tion and mutual benefit in  our endeavors.

Fighting spirit and capacity are not innate. Leading officials must 
undergo strict theoretical and political studies and put them into prac
tice. We must brave storm s, broaden our horizons, and strengthen our
muscles and bones to withstand com plex and severe challenges. We 
must grasp and apply new theories o f the Party, master the M arxist 
stance, view point and m ethodology, and thereby prepare our m inds 
for courageous and successful struggle. O n ly  w hen we are cognizant 
of the theories, can we be politically firm  and have the courage and
strength to fight. We must hone ourselves in  m ajor efforts o f struggle. 
The more serious and com plicated the situation is, and the m ore d iffi
culties and problem s there are, the better we can exercise our courage, 
sharpen our w ill, and develop our capacity. Leading officials should 
actively engage themselves in  the struggle, take an unequivocal stance 

major matters o f principle, tackle problem s and conflicts head-on, 
step up in the face o f crisis, and resolutely fight against misconducts.

Society progresses in  the m ovem ent o f opposites, and where there
are opposites, there w ill be conflicts. N o  matter what posts they hold, 
fading officials should have the courage to shoulder responsibilities 

overcome difficulties, and have the ability to be both com m and
os and fighters, cultivating and m aintaining a strong fighting spirit 
and greater capacity to fight and w in. The problem s we encounter 
^  〇ur w ork are diverse, covering reform , developm ent, social stabil- 

national defense, dom estic and foreign affairs, and governance
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o f the Party, the country and the m ilitary. W e must be brave and able
to co n fro n t such problem s on  all fronts, includ ing  strengthening 
Party self-governance, upholding the guiding position o f Marxism in
the ideological field, furthering reform  in  an all-round way, pushing 
forw ard supply-side structural reform , prom oting high-quality devel
opm ent, elim inating hidden dangers in  the financial sector, ensuring 
and im proving peopled wellbeing, eradicating poverty, protecting the 
eco-environm ent, dealing w ith serious natural disasters, advancing 
law-based governance, handling group incidents, com bating organized 
crim e and local tyrants, and safeguarding national security. A ll leading 
officials must become bold and capable fighters.

N o te s

1 W ang A n sh i: “ M ounting the Feilai Peak” （D en g Fei La i Feng). W ang Anshi 
(1021-1086) was a thinker, w riter and statesman o f  the N orth ern  Song Dynasty.

2 M ao Zedong: 4<T he F airy Cave: In scrip tio n  on a P icture Taken by Comrade
L i J in ” , M ao P此術，C h in ./E n g . ed” Foreign Languages Press，B eijing, 1999,
p. 79.

H ig h -Q u a lity  D evelopm ent



Enrich the Thought on the Socialist Economy 

in the New Era*

December 18, 2017

H istoric achievements and transform ations have been made in  
the work o f the Party and the country since the 18th CPC N ational 
Congress in 2012. The same has also happened in  the econom ic field, 
creating solid m aterial conditions fo r re fo rm  and developm ent in  
other sectors.

A fter the 18th C P C  N ationa l Congress, C hina was confronted  
by a com plex econom ic situation both at hom e and abroad, facing 
many challenges that had rarely been seen since the launch o f reform  
and opening up in  1978. The underlying im pact o f the international 
financial crisis persisted, w ith the w orld econom y suffering a sluggish 
recovery, w orld trade in  the doldrum s, and protectionism  widespread. 
With m ounting downward pressure on the dom estic economy, excess 
production capacity was becom ing a salient issue, industrial p ro d 
uct prices were in  steady decline, and potential financial risks were 
^creasing. A ll o f these required us to th ink about the direction o f  
°ur economic developm ent, and solutions to problem s on which we 
found it hard to reach agreement.

A t that tim e, our m ajor challenge was to come to a sound judg
ment on the econom ic situation and make the right decisions on how  
to carry 〇n w ith our econom ic w ork. In  the past five years, the Stand-

Committee o f the Political Bureau o f the CPC Central Com rnit- 
ee, the Political Bureau o f the CPC Central Com m ittee, the Leading 

^ r〇up f〇r Further R eform  under the CPC Central Com m ittee, and 
the Leading G rou p  fo r F inancial and E con om ic  A ffa irs  under the

* Part o f the speech at the Central Conference on Econom ic W ork.
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C P C  C entral C om m ittee have held over one hundred meetings at 
w hich m ajor decisions and judgm ents concerning overall national 
econom ic developm ent have been made. This process -  from  practice 
to understanding and from  practice to understanding all over again -  
is extraordinary, helping us to constandy sum up the underlying laws 
o f the economy, enhance our understanding, unify our thinking, and 
make the right decisions. Practice is the sole criterion fo r testing truth.
Practice has proven that the Central Com m ittee’s assessment o f the
econom ic situation, its decisions on econom ic w ork, and its adjust
m ents on developm ent ideas are sound, and this has guided us to 
achieve historic transform ation and results in econom ic development.

First, our econom ic strength has reached a new level. In  the past 
five years, ou r annual econom ic grow th  has averaged 7 .1  percent, 
reaching over RM B80 trillion  this year and m aking up 15 percent of 
the w orld total — 3.5 percentage points higher than five years ago. Our 
contribution to w orld grow th was over 30 percent on a yearly basis, 
exceeding the US, E u rope  and Japan com bined. O u r country has 
become the m ajor engine and anchor o f w orld econom ic grow th. Our 
market has expanded and attracted investors at an unprecedented rate.

Second, m ajor changes have taken place in  the econom ic structure. 
We have advanced supply-side structural reform , cutting overcapacity, 
reducing excess inventory, deleveraging, low ering costs, and strength
ening areas o f weakness. These measures weres taken to reduce excess 
capacity, clear goods from  the m arket, and prom ote balance between 
demand and supply. N ew  technologies, new products, new industries 
and new business models have flourished, and innovation has played 
a m ore obvious role as the m ajor driving force o f the economy. The 
agricultural sector has w itnessed stable grow th and further struc
tural adjustment. A s a result o f  our concerted efforts, our econoniic 
grow th now  relies m ore on industry and services com bined rather 
than in d u stry  alone, and m ore on  consum ption  and investment 
com bined rather than investment alone, and China has changed fr〇 r I 1  

a m ajor exporter to both an im porter and exporter. W e have finally 
achieved long sought-after m ajor structural changes.
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Third, m ore vita lity and resilience have becom e apparent in  our 
econ〇my. We have stated that we w ill let the market play the decisive 
role in allocating resources, let the governm ent play its role better, and 
drive deeper reform  in  the econom ic system. O n  the w hole we are 
making gradual and steady progress and have made breakthroughs in 
certain areas. The Leading G roup  for Further R eform  under the CPC  
Central Com m ittee review ed and approved 105 m ajor measures in  
stmctural econom ic reform . This reform  was then rolled out across 
the board and m ajor breakthroughs were made in  key and fundamen
tal fields, which served to emancipate the productive forces immensely.

Fourth, China has opened up further to the outside w orld. The  
Belt and Road In itiative, the Asian Infrastructure Investm ent Bank, 
and the Silk Road Fund that we have initiated and prom oted, and the 
win-win cooperation philosophy we have advocated, have expanded 
our space for developm ent. Foreign trade and foreign direct invest
ment have seen stable grow th. T he R enm inbi was included in  the 
International M onetary Fund5s special drawing rights (SDR) basket, a 
major step towards the internationalization o f the Renm inbi. Towards 
the goals o f prom oting free trade and investm ent, we have actively 
guided economic globalization onto the right path. O u r influence on  
global economic grow th and our voice in  global econom ic governance 
have markedly increased.

Fifth, peopled sense o f gain and happiness has been heightened. 
Over the past five years, a total o f  over 65 m illion  jobs have been 
created in  urban areas. Incom e grow th surpassed the overall rate o f  
ec〇n〇m ic grow th , and decisive progress was made in  e lim inating  
poverty, w ith over 6 6  m illion  people helped out o f poverty. The quali
ty °f education has im proved. A  social security network covering rural

urban residents is in  place. Access to health and medical services 
has significantly im proved, and basic public services have becom e 
equally accessible to m ore people. China now  has the w orlds largest 
^ddle-incom e population.

Sixth, noticeable progress has been made in  protecting the eco- 
etlvir〇nm ent In  the past five years, we have been firm  in  accelerating
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the pace o f  eco-civilizatdon, leading to greater initiative and aware- 
ness o f green developm ent w ithin the Party and the nation. Tangible 
results have been seen in the control and prevention o f air, water and 
soil p o llu tio n . T he average concentration o f  PM Z 5  declined by 3〇 

percent in  key areas, energy intensity fell by 20.7 percent, and forest 
acreage and stock volum e increased by 10.87 m illion  hectares and 1.9 
billion  cubic meters respectively. Regarding the eco-environment, our 
com m itm ent, measures and achievements are unprecedented.

These h istoric econom ic achievem ents and transform ations of 
the past five years have been made under the strong leadership of the 
Party Central Com m ittee, and w ith the joint efforts o f the Party and 
the w hole country.

In  the past five years, we have raised a series o f  new concepts, 
ideas, and strategies through observing general developm ent trends, 
assessing the overall situation, and engaging in  hard w ork, which can 
be summed up as follows:

F irst, we have strengthened the centralized and unified leader
ship o f the Party over econom ic w ork. W e have made it clear that the 
Central Com m ittee m ust take overall responsibility and fu ll leader
ship over econom ic w ork as it is the central task in  state governance. 
The Central Com m ittee is not a place for em pty talk but a place for 
decision-making. A ll its decisions must be carried out to the letter. To
steer our econom y on the right course we haye im proved the Party
institutions that lead econom ic w ork, enhanced the Central Comniit* 
tee^ ability to analyze and assess the situation w ith regard to develop* 
m ent, form ulated m ajor guidelines and strategies, made im p〇rtant 
decisions and w ork plans in  a tim ely m anner, and ensured they ^re 
im plem ented under the Party’s leadership.

Second, we must always rem ain com m itted to a people-centered 
philosophy o f developm ent. W e have made it explicit that the pe〇pleS 
aspiration fo r a better life is our goal and their role as a d o m in g  
player in  o u r cou n try  is the m ajor d riv in g  force . W e have takcfl 
measures to ensure their w ellbeing and im prove their lives, b u ild s  
a m oderately prosperous society in  all respects by focusing on
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• concerns. T he people-centered approach should be integrated
th e  F iv e -sp h e r e  Integrated Plan and the Four-pronged Com pre-

hcnsive Strategy. W e have put forw ard a strategy o f targeted poverty 
aUeviation and e ra d ica tio n , and m ade com prehensive plans and 
determined efforts to  w in  the fight against poverty and ensure that 
impoverished people enjoy a decent Ufe together w ith the rest o f the

country.
Third, we have adapted to and steered the new norm al in  econom 

ic development. W e beUeve that we have now entered a stage in  which 
we have to shift the gear to slow down the speed o f econom ic devel
opment, to bear the pain resulting from  the structural adjustment, and 
to accept and m itigate the im pact o f stimulus policies adopted in  the
early days o f  r e fo r m  a n d  o p e n in g  up. In  this n e w  norm al stage w e

should emphasize the need to embrace the new developm ent philoso
phy and advance supply-side structural reform . W hen  assessing the 
economic situation, we m ust take into consideration the broad view,
have a good understanding o f long-term  econom ic trends and laws, 
and in particular, we should know  how  to correctly assess the perfor
mance o f our leading officials. G D P  must not be the sole criterion
in assessing an o ffic ia l’s perform ance, nor should we be swayed by

the short-term fluctuations o f econom ic indicators. These judgments
have served to clarify our attitude towards our econom ic situation and

our tasks in econom ic w ork. They have also helped the w hole Party 
^nd all our people to better understand the econom ic situation, unify 
°ur thinking, and stabilize m arket expectations.

Fourth, we have ensured that the m arket w ill play the decisive 
r〇le in resource a llocation  and that the governm ent w ill exercise 
its functions better. W e have underlined that re fo rm  is the m ajor 
^ ving force o f econom ic grow th. Reform  is not a m ission accom
plished, rather it is an ongoing process. W e m ust have the courage
t〇 tackle tough issues，break through logjams and venture risky areas

remove institutional barriers to econom ic developm ent. C orrectly  
handling the relationship between the governm ent and the market is 

key to econom ic reform . W e have also made efforts to im prove
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the m arket m echanism , break dow n m onopolies, b rin g  into play 
the pricing mechanism, stimulate the vitality o f m arket entities, and

take full advantage o f the governm ent’s role in  m acro-control，public
services, m arket supervision, social m anagement and environmen
tal protection . In  the m eantim e, the econom ic vitality, d o m in a n c e ,  

and influence o f  the state-owned sector have been enhanced, and

the v ig o r and creativity o f  the private sector stim ulated. A  clean 
and cordial relationship between governm ent and business has thus 
taken shape, fostering entrepreneurship and breathing new life into 
econom ic grow th.

F ifth , we have adapted to changes o f key problem s in  economic 
developm ent and im proved our m acro-control. W e have stated that 
m acro-control m ust be based on the characteristics o f  the present 
developm ent stage and changes in  the econom ic situation -  expand
ing demand and adjusting supply when necessary, which requires us to 
make discretionary choices and issue corresponding prescriptions. At 
present, the biggest challenge confronting our econom y is in its struc
ture and particularly in  the supply side, which manifests itself in the 
inability o f supply to adapt to changes in demand. In  this case if  we 
stimulate demand blindly, it w ill only end up creating m ore risks and 
overdraw ing future grow th potential. Fortunately, we have addressed 
the principal challenge, in particular the key factor o f such a challenge, 
by adjusting our approach to m acro-control:and taking supply-side
structural reform  as the general goal; and we have made the right deci
sions for the sound and sustained development o f our economy.

S ixth，we have taken a problem -oriented approach in  develop
in g  new strategies fo r econom ic grow th . It  is o u r b e lie f that we

should focus on m ajor issues and have a long-term  vision to maintain 
econom ic m om entum . W e have im plem ented key strategies in  sectors 
concerning our future overall developm ent. F or exam ple, we have
decided to adopt the strategy o f  coordinated developm ent o f ^  
Beijing-Tianjin-Hebei Region w ith a view  to relieving Beijing o f 
dons not essential to its role as the capital o f  our country. We have 
put forw ard the developm ent strategy o f the Yangtze R iver E c〇n〇n^c
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Belt to strengthen environm ental protection rather than seeking rapid 
growth at the cost o f the environm ent, and we have put forward the 
Belt and Road Initiative to prom ote w in-w in cooperation. O ther such
strategies include:

• the developm ent plan fo r the G uangdong-H ong Kong-M acao 
Greater Bay Area;

• a new urbanization strategy w ith a focus on quality urban devel
opment and well-rounded developm ent o f the people;

• an innovation-driven strategy that emphasizes stim ulation;
• a new food security concept highlighting basic self-sufficiency 

in grain and absolute grain security;
• new th inking on  w ater conservancy concerning coordinated  

management o f water resources, water ecosystem, water envi
ronment and floods; and

• a new energy security strategy to boost consum ption, supply, 
and technological developm ent in  energy, re form  the energy 
system, and strengthen international energy cooperation.

These im portant strategies have exerted and w ill continue to exert 
a profound influence upon our econom ic grow th and transform ation.

Seventh, we have realized that in  addition to good guiding philos
ophy and policies we should have sound tactics and approaches if  
we want to boost sound and sustainable econom ic developm ent. 
We maintain stability w hile m aking progress in  our w ork, and strike 
a balance between the two by being prudent in  m acro-control and 
niaking it more targeted and precise. W e are steadfast and unrem itting 
^  implementing strategies, stay true to our principles, take into full 
consideration any difficulties and problem s, and are always prepared 
to deal w ith the worst-case scenario. Like a ham m er d riving  a nail, 
We need to move forw ard step by step, taking each small step as a big  
Success, and in  the process, we do everything we can to counter every 
possible risk and particularly systematic risk.

In  conclusion, we have successfully steered the econom y on the 
^ght course since the 18th CPC N ational Congress and developed the 
thought on the econom y o f socialism w ith Chinese characteristics in
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the new era w ith the new developm ent philosophy as its core. As a I 
valuable asset o f our Party and the country, this thought crystallizes I 
the experience o f our econom ic developm ent over the past five years 1 
and is a theoretical sum m ary o f  our political econom ics guided by
basic tenets o f M arxism . We must uphold this thought for a long time
to come, keep enriching it, and bring about a m ore profound, exten
sive and historic transform ation in  our economy.

China’s Economy: From High-Speed Growth

to High-Quality Development*

December 18, 2017

As socialism w ith Chinese characteristics has entered a new era, 
China^ econom ic developm ent has also em barked on a new phase, 
the basic feature o f w hich is that our econom y is now  transitioning 
from rapid grow th to high-quality developm ent. I  emphasized this in  
the report to the 19th CPC N ational Congress in  2017. It  is a weighty 
conclusion, and its historical and current significance must be fully  
understood.

First, it is an essential requirem ent fo r ou r country to m aintain 
sustained and sound econom ic developm ent. C hina has reached a 
critical stage in  transform ing the grow th m odel, and is faced w ith  
prominent problem s such as rising labor costs, increased constraints 
iniposed by resources and the environm ent, unsustainable models o f  
extensive developm ent, and im pedim ents in  the flow s o f the econ- 
°niy. A t the same tim e, a new round o f scientific and technological 
revolution and industrial transform ation is gaining m om entum , and 
Multiple breakthroughs are being made all around the w orld. W e must 
promote high-quality developm ent if  we are to adapt to new tech-
nological changes and new needs o f the people，and we must form  a
^gh-quality, efficient and diversified supply system to provide m ore 
SUality products and services. O n ly  in  this way can supply and demand 
achieve proper balance at a new level, and can our econom y maintain 
sustained and sound developm ent.

Second，it is an essential requirem ent fo r C h ina  to  adapt to  

Part o f the speech at the Central Conference on Econom ic W ork.
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the e v o lu tio n  o f  the p rin c ip a l ch a lle n ge  fa c in g  C h in e se  society, 
and achieve m oderate p ro sp e rity  and socia list m o d e rn iza tio n  in  all 
respects. T h is  challenge in vo lve s low -q u a lity  deve lopm ent as repre
sented b y  unbalanced and inadequate d e ve lo p m e n t. A s  it  evolves, 
o u r eco n o m y is also e n terin g  a new  h is to ric  stage. T o  address this 
challenge, we m ust p rom ote  h igh-quality developm ent. W e m ust not 
neglect qu an tita tive  d eve lo p m en t, b u t w e m ust pay m o re  attention 
to  quality, so as to  achieve effective  g ro w th  in  q u a n tity  through a 
substantial im provem en t in  quality.

T h ird , it  is an essential requirem ent fo r C h ina to  fo llo w  the well- 
established ru les o f  econ om ic developm ent. T h e  w o rld  hosts more 
than 100 m iddle-incom e econom ies. Since the 1960s, o n ly  a d 〇 2 en of 
these have graduated to  h igh -in com e econom ies. F o llo w in g  a phase 
o f  rap id  econom ic gro w th , these successful countries all transform ed 
fro m  quantitative expansion to  qualitative im provem ent. In  contrast, 
those countries that have stagnated o r even retrogressed are failing to 
g ro w  because they have n o t achieved this fundam ental transform a
tion . E co n o m ic  developm ent is a process o f  spiral escalation, rather 
than linear. O n ce  quantita tive  g ro w th  has accum ulated to  a certain 
degree, we m ust tu rn  to  qualitative im provem ent. C h ina m ust follow  
this law  in  its econom ic developm ent.

H ig h -q u a lity  d e ve lo p m e n t can m eet the p e o p le d  ever-growing 
desire fo r a better li-fe. I t  reflects the new  developm ent philosophy： 

In  h igh -q u ality developm ent in n o va tio n  is the p rim a ry  d riv in g  force; 
co o rd in a tio n  is an endogenous feature; go-green is a p reva ilin g  mode; 
openness is the o n ly  path; and sharing is the fundam ental goal.

In  term s o f  supply, h igh-quality developm ent requires a relatively 
com plete industria l system , netw ork-based and in te lligent organization 
o f  p ro d u c tio n , and strength  in  in n o va tio n . I t  m eans understanding 
dem and, exerting h igh  brand in fluence, b u ild in g  strong core competi
tiveness, and delivering h igh-quality products and services.

In  term s o f  dem and, h ig h -q u a lity  deve lopm en t should  continu
ously m eet the peopled in d iv id u a l, diverse, and ever-grow ing expecta
tions. These needs lead to  changes in  the supply system  and structufe>
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which in  return  generate new  needs.
In  term s o f  in p u t and o u tp u t, h igh -q u a lity  deve lopm en t should  

entail im p ro v in g  the e ffic ien cy o f  lab o r, capital, lan d , resources and 
the environm ent, ra ising the co n trib u tio n  level o f  scientific and tech
nological progress to  econ om ic  g ro w th , and in creasin g  to ta l facto r 

productivity.
In  term s o f  d is trib u tio n  o f  the proceeds, h ig h -q u a lity  d eve lo p 

ment should ensure that investors o b ta in  retu rn s, enterprises m ake 
profits, em ployees earn incom es, and the govern m en t receives taxes, 
and that all such gains correspond  to  their respective co n trib u tio n  as 
evaluated by the m arket.

In  term s o f  the m acroeconom ic cycle, h igh -q u ality developm ent 
should ensure a sm ooth  cycle o f  p ro d u ction , c ircu lation , d istrib u tion  
and consum ption, ra tion a l p ro p o rtio n a l re lationships and con figu ra
tion o f m ajor econ om ic sectors, and stable econ om ic developm ent 
w ithout excessive rises and fa lls . T o  be v e ry  sp ec ific , h ig h -q u a lity  
developm ent m eans a change fro m  seeking grow th  to  seeking better 
growth.

T o p ro m o te  h ig h -q u a lity  d e ve lo p m e n t, w e need to  d e ve lo p  a 
m odern econ om ic  system , w h ich  is a strategic g o a l fo r C h in a . T o  
achieve this goal, we m ust take firm  steps in  the fo llo w in g  areas:

• put qu a lity  firs t and g ive  p rio r ity  to  e ffic ie n cy in  accordance  
w ith  the requirem ents o f  h igh-quality developm ent;

• advance supply-side structural re fo rm ;
• w o rk  h ard  fo r  h ig h  q u a lity , h ig h  e ffic ie n cy  and m o re  ro b u st 

drivers o f  econom ic g row th  th rough  re fo rm ;
• bu ild  an in du stria l system  that prom otes coord inated  develop

m ent o f  the real econom y, tech n o log ica l in n o v a tio n , m odern  
finance，and hum an resources; arid

• develop an econom ic system  w ith  m ore effective m arket m echa
nism s, dynam ic m icro-entities, and sound m acro-regulation .

P rom oting  h igh -q u ality developm ent is the fundam ental require- 
^ n t  beh ind  o u r goals, o u r econ om ic p o lic ie s, and o u r m acroeco
nom ic re g u la tio n  at p resen t and in  the p e rio d  to  com e. W e m ust
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p u t in  place a fram ew ork fo r h ig h -q u a lity  deve lop m en t that covers 
ind icators, po licies, standards, statistics, perform ance evaluation, and 
go ve rn m e n t appraisal o f  achievem ents. W ith  th is im p ro ve d  institu
tion a l en viron m en t, we w ill w o rk  to  m ake constant new  progress in 
h igh-quality econom ic developm ent.

Accelerate Economic Modernization*

J a n u a r y  3 0 , 2 0 1 8

D eve lo p in g  a m o d e rn ize d  econ om y is a m a jo r u n d ertak in g  that 
demands in -dep th  d iscussions fro m  the p erspective  o f  in te g ra tin g  
theory w ith  practice. It  is a strategic goal fo r C h in a ^ developm ent, and 
an im perative fo r the tran sfo rm ation  o f  the developm ent m odel, the 
optim ization o f  econom ic structure, and the fostering  o f  new  grow th  
engines. T h e  w h o le  P arty m ust have a g o o d  u n d e rstan d in g  o f  the  
im portance and d ifficu lty  o f  develop ing  a m odern ized  econom y and a 
good grasp o f  the goals and p rio ritie s  o f  this task, and w o rk  together 
to bring out new  v ita lity  in  econom ic developm ent and elevate it to  a 
new level.

D e ve lo p in g  a m o d e rn ize d  e c o n o m y is an im p o rta n t stra tegy  
decided b y the C e n tra l C o m m itte e  in  v ie w  o f  the o ve ra ll re q u ire 
ments that ou r P arty and o u r co u n try  m eet the new  calls o f  socialism  
with Chinese characteristics entering  a new  era, and realize the Tw o  
Centenary G oals. A  strong co u n try  m ust have a strong econom y. O n ly  
with a m odernized econom y can C h ina better adapt to  current in te r
national trends, seize the in itia tive  in  in te rn atio n a l co m p e titio n , and 
provide support fo r m o d ern iza tio n  in  o ther fields. W e should develop  
a m odernized econom y qu ick ly because this is an im p o rtan t part o f  
building C hina in to  a great m od ern  socialist country.

m odernized econom y integrates all social and econom ic activi- 
ties at every lin k  and every level and in  every area that are intercon- 
nected and in te rnally related.
^  in d u stria l system  sh ou ld  be b u ilt w ith  in n o v a tio n  p lay in g  a

the speech at the third group study session o f the Political Bureau o f* Main points of 
19th CPC Central.
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lead ing ro le , featuring coord inated  developm ent o f  the real economy, 
science and te c h n o lo g y  in n o v a tio n , m o d e rn  fin a n ce  and hum an 
resources, so that in n ovatio n  w ill contribute  m ore to  the developm ent 
o f  the real econom y, m odern  finance w ill have a stronger capability of 
servin g  the real econom y, and hum an resources w ill p lay an optim ized  
ro le  in  sup p ortin g  the real econom y.

A  m odern  m arket system  w ill be pu t in  place that is u n ified , open, 
com p etitive  and w ell-o rd ered , to  achieve sm ooth  m arket access, an 
open and o rd e rly  m arket, fu ll m arket com petition , and sound market 
m anagem ent, in  w hich enterprises are responsible fo r the ir ow n oper
ations and engage in  fa ir co m p etitio n , consum ers are free to  choose 
and consum e, and goods and p ro d u ctio n  factors flo w  freely and are 
exchanged on  an equal basis.

A n  e ffic ie n t and fa ir in com e d is trib u tio n  system  is to  be estab
lished, to  achieve reasonable incom e d istrib u tio n , social fairness and 
justice, and com m on prosp erity fo r a ll, to  p rom ote  equitable access to 
basic p u b lic  services, and to  gradually n arrow  the incom e distribution  

g aP*
A  system  o f  coord in ated  u rb an -ru ra l and reg ion a l developm ent 

is to  be b u ilt to  help  lo ca l reg ion s deve lop  th e ir ow n  strengths, to 
achieve ben ign  reg ion a l in te ractio n , in tegrated  u rb a n -ru ra l develop
m ent, and o ve ra ll o p tim iza tio n  o f  land  and sea resources, to  foster 
and leverage regional com parative strengths, to  re inforce  com plem en
tarity betw een regions, and to  shape a new  fram ew ork o f  coordinated 
reg ional developm ent.

A  g re e n  d e ve lo p m e n t system  th at con serve s resources and is 
environm entally frien d ly is to  be developed, to  achieve green, circular 
and low -carb on  developm ent and h arm on io u s coexistence between 
hum anity and nature, to  firm ly  establish and practice the concept that 
clear w aters and green m ountains are invaluable assets, and to  bring 
in to  being a new  m odel o f  m o d ern iza tio n  w here hum anity and natufe 
develop in  harm ony.

A  diverse, balanced, secure and effic ient system  fo r opening up 〇n 
all fronts is to  be p rom oted , to  develop a h igher-standard open ec〇 ^
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〇 my and ensure that open in g  up helps to  o p tim ize  structure, expand  
depth and im p rove  efficiency.

A n  econom ic system  that gives fu ll play to  m arket forces and the 
role o f governm ent is to  be pu t in  place, so that m arket m echanism s 
are effective, econom ic players active, and m acro-regulation  sound.

These system s m ake up  an in te gra l w h o le  and shou ld  be devel
oped and prom oted together. In  develop ing the m odern ized  econom y, 
we need to  draw  o n  the useful practices o f  developed countries, but 
this should be done in  line w ith  C h ina ’s ow n national conditions and 

characteristics.
A  m odernized econom y dem ands concrete and effective policies, 

measures and actions. W e need to  pay special attention  to  these fields.
F irst, develop the real econom y to  lay a so lid  fou n dation  fo r the 

m odernized econom y. T h e  real econom y is the ve ry  foundation  o f  an 
economy, the fundam ental source o f  w ealth creation , and an im p o r
tant p illar o f  national prosperity. C h ina should extend its supply-side  
structural re fo rm , develop advanced m anufacturing industry, and in te
grate the real econom y fu lly  w ith  the in te rn et, b ig  data and a rtific ia l 
intelligence technology. W e should double o u r e fforts to  enhance the 
real econom y, gathering resource elem ents and adop tin g  preferential 
policies and m easures fo r it. O u r purpose is to  create a developm ent 
environm ent and social atm osphere that encourages practicality, d ili
gence, entrepreneurship, and p ro sp e rity  th ro u g h  deve lop in g  the real 
economy.

Second, lose no tim e in  im p lem enting  the in n ovation -d riven  strat- 
egy to  strengthen the su p p o rt fo r the m o d e rn ize d  econom y. C h ina  
^  bu ild  a stronger nation a l in n o va tio n  system , strengthen science 

technologies o f  strategic im portance , integrate in n ova tio n  m ore  
deeply w ith  econ om ic and social d eve lop m en t, and p ro m o te  m ore  
leading-edge developm ents that are d rive n  b y in n o va tio n  and flrst- 
m 〇 ver advantages.

T h ird , actively p ro m o te  coord in ated  deve lop m en t o f  u rban  and 
areas to  o p tim ize  the spatial co n fig u ra tio n  o f  the m odern ized  

ec〇 n〇 my. It  is necessary to  better im plem ent coordinated developm ent
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strategies fo r the B e ijin g -T ia n jin -H e b e i R e g io n , the Y an gtze  R iver 
E co n o m ic  B e lt, and the G u an g d o n g -H o n g  K ong-M acao G reater Bay 
A re a . R u ra l re v ita liza tio n  is a great p lan , and we m ust w o rk  hard to 
execute it.

F o u rth , deve lop  an open  econ om y to  im p ro ve  the international 
com petitiveness o f  the m o d e rn ize d  econom y. C h in a  sh o u ld  better 
u tilize  g lobal resources and m arkets and prom ote  in te rnational coop
eration  w ith in  the fram ew ork o f  the B elt and R oad In itia tive .

F ifth , fu rth e r re fo rm  o u r econom ic system  to  p ro vid e  institutional 
guarantees fo r the m o d ern ized  econom y. C h ina should  im p ro ve  the 
system  o f  socialist m arket econom y, resolutely break dow n institution
al obstacles in  all areas, and stim ulate the v ita lity  o f  the w hole society 
in  in n ova tio n  and entrepreneurship.

Speed Up China?s Maritime Development*

M a rc h  8 , 2 0 1 8 -O c to b e r 15 , 2 0 1 9

The ocean is a strategic area fo r h ig h -q u a lity  deve lop m en t. W e  
should re d o u b le  o u r e ffo rts  to  b u ild  w o rld -c la ss  p o rts , a sou n d  
m odern m arine industria l system , and a green and sustainable m arine  
eco-environm ent, so as to  tu rn  C h ina  in to  a strong m aritim e nation.

(fro m  th e  speech a t  th e  d e lib era tio n  session  o f  th e  S h a n d o n g  

delegation to the F ir s t S ession  o f  th e  13 th  N a tio n a l P eople’s

C ongress, M a rch  8 , 2 0 1 8 )

I I

The m arine econom y has a boundless future. T o  b u ild  C h ina in to  
a strong m aritim e nation , we m ust take g o o d  care o f, fu rth e r under
stand, and m anage the ocean , and fac ilita te  in n o v a tio n  in  m arine  
science and technology.

(from  the speech during a  v isit to  Shandong Province, June 12-14, 2 0 1 8 )

I I I

We need to  speed up in n o va tio n  in  m arine science and technol- 
°8y5 im prove the ab ility  to  deve lop  m arine resources, and cu ltivate  

strengthen strategic em erg in g  in du stries in  th is sector. W e w ill

Excerpts from  speeches made between M arch 8, 2018 and O ctober 15, 2019.
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p rom ote  m aritim e connectivity and cooperation  in  various fields, and

develop  “ b lue p artnersh ips”  w ith  o th e r countries. W e should attach
great im p ortan ce  to  m arine eco-en viron m en ta l progress, strengthen 
the p reven tion  and co n tro l o f  p o llu tio n , p rotect m arine biodiversity, 
develop and u tilize  m arine resources in  an o rd erly  m anner, and leave 
turquoise seas and blue skies fo r o u r future generations.

(from  th e  congra tu la tory le tte r  to  the 2 0 1 9  C h in a  Marine 

E conom y E x p o , O ctober 15, 2019)

Make China a Global Center for Science and 

Innovation*

M a y  2 8 ,  2 0 1 8

W ith  the advent o f  the 21st century, an unprecedented leve l o f
scientific and te ch n o lo g ica l in n o v a tio n  has in te n s ifie d  a ro u n d  the 
globe. A  new  ro u n d  o f  sc ien tific  and tech n o lo g ica l re vo lu tio n  and
industrial tran sfo rm ation  is redraw ing the m ap o f  w o rld  in n o va tio n  
and reshaping the g lobal econom ic structure. B reakthroughs are being  
made and pu t in to  a p p lica tio n  in  the new -gene ration  in fo rm a tio n  
technologies, in c lu d in g  a rtific ia l in te llige nce , quantum  in fo rm a tio n , 
mobile com m unication，the in te rnet o f  th ings，and b lockchain . A  new  
revolution is in  the m aking in  life  sciences represented b y  synthetic 
biology, gene e d itin g，b ra in  science and regenerative m edicine. T h e  

advanced m an u factu rin g  tech n o log ie s that in te grate  ro b o ts , d ig ita l 
m anufacturing，and new  m aterials are exped iting  the tran sfo rm ation  
°f the m an u factu rin g  in d u stry , w h ich  is b e co m in g  sm arte r, m o re  
service-oriented, and m ore eco-friend ly. T h e  rap id  deve lop m en t o f  
energy technologies that target cleanness, h igh  efficiency, and sustain
ability is anticipated to  trigger g lob a l energy re fo rm . Space and m arine  
technologies are expanding the liv in g  area o f  hum anity. In  short, the
pioneenng breakthroughs in  in fo rm a tio n , life , m anufacturing, energy, 
space and m arine sciences have p ro vid e d  m ore sources o f  in n ovation  
111 frontier and d isruptive technologies. A  trend o f  in te gration  am ong  
Afferent disciplines, betw een science and technology, am ong technol- 
0&cs, and between natural sciences and hum anities and social sciences

o f the speech at the jo int session o f the 19th M eeting o f the M embers o f the 
A CSe ^ cademy o f Sciences and the 14th M eeting o f the Members o f the Chinese Acad- 

Hnilgineering.
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is becom ing increasingly obvious. N e ve r before have w e seen science 
and tech n ology exercise such a p ro fo u n d  in fluence on  the future of 
o u r co u n try  and the lives o f  o u r people.

C u rre n d y , som e p ro m in e n t p rob lem s continue to  in te rfere  with

C hina’s scientific and technological developm ent; they need to be
addressed im m ediate ly. O u r science and te ch n o lo g y  v is io n , frame
w o rk , in n ovative  capability, resource a llo ca tio n , system  and policies 
are n o t yet adapted to  the new  tasks and requirem ents set at the 19th
C P C  N a tio n a l C ongress held  in  2017 . O u r basic science research is 
still w eak, rem ain in g  a p ro m in e n t p ro b le m : E n te rp rise s do  not pay 
enough attention to  basic research; we do n o t achieve enough results 
fro m  o rig in a l research; o u r cap ab ilities in  u n d e rly in g  technologies 
and fundam ental techniques are w eak; sh ortcom in gs in  fields such 
as m achine tools, h igh-end m icroch ips, basic softw are and hardware, 
d e ve lo p m e n t p la tfo rm s , basic a lg o rith m s , basic co m p o n e n ts , and 
basic m aterials h o ld  back o u r developm ent; and we still have to rely 
on  o th e r countries fo r core technologies in  key fields. O u r research 
and d eve lop m en t (R & D ) does n o t fu lly  target o u r need fo r indus
tria l d e ve lo p m en t and o u r w eaknesses. In te rn a tio n a l sc ientific  and 
technological cooperation  w ith  a g lob a l v is io n  is in su ffic ien t, and our 
a b ility  to  tran sfo rm  research results in to  p ro d u ctive  forces is weak. 
O u r systems and m echanism s fo r cu ltivating talent and o u r incentive 
m echanism  to inspire  enthusiasm  fo r in n ovatio n  are incom plete, and 
we have a sh o rtfa ll in  top  talent and research team s. O u r scientific 
and technological m anagem ent system  has n o t been fu lly  adapted to 
the need fo r b u ild in g  o u r co u n try  in to  a sc ien tific  and technologi" 
cal leader. T h ere  is a lack o f  synergy in  the im plem entation  o f  majof
p o lic ie s o n  sc ien tific  and te ch n o lo g ica l system  re fo rm . Policies
scientific and technolog ica l in n o va tio n  are n o t yet fu lly  aligned wid1 
econom ic and industria l policies. W e need to  im p rove  the social envi
ro n m e n t and m echanism s requ ired  to encourage and accomm odate

in n ovation .
T o  achieve p rosp erity and rejuvenation , C h ina m ust dedicate itself 

to  a d van c in g  science and te ch n o lo g y , and becom e a m a jo r w 〇 ^
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center fo r  science and in n ovatio n . W e are closer to  the goa l o f  reju
venating the Chinese n ation  than at any tim e in  h istory , so the need 
to build C hina in to  a w o rld  leader in  science and tech n ology is m ore  

urgent than ever.
The new  ro u n d  o f  sc ie n tific  and te ch n o lo g ic a l re v o lu tio n  and  

industrial re fo rm  concurs w ith  the tran sfo rm ation  o f  C h in a ^ develop
ment m odel. W e are now  in  a h isto ric  p eriod  that brings us b oth  rare 
opportunities and severe challenges. I f  w e fa il to  overcom e the chal
lenges, we m ay fall even fu rth e r beh ind developed countries. W e m ust 
be fu lly aware that som etim es w e can seize p reciou s o p p o rtu n itie s  
presented by the tim es and am p lify  o u r national strength, bu t som e- 
times we m ight m iss them .

Facing the pressing situation , challenges and tasks, o u r scientists 
and engineers m ust closely fo llo w  cu rren t trends, take the in itia tive , 
confront problem s head-on, and overcom e d ifficu lties. T h e y  should  
stay at the fo re fro n t o f  scientific and technological developm ent and 
shape its d irection , shou lder the great responsib ilities they bear, and 
be the pioneers o f  scientific and technological in n o va tio n  in  the new  
era.

First, we should be fu lly  aware that in n ova tio n  is the p rim ary  force  
driving developm ent and p rovides h igh-quality scientific and techno- 
logical services to  u nderp in  a m odern  econom ic system . A s  the M W j*/ 
Canon says, uF o rce  is the reason  th at an o b je c t m o ve s.,J W e w ill 
focus on  im p ro v in g  the quality and e ffic ien cy o f  developm ent, take 
supply-side structura l re fo rm  as o u r m ain  task, and d irect o u r e fforts
towards b u ild in g  a b etter-q ua lity  su p p ly system . W e w ill w o rk  hard  
tro u g h  re fo rm  fo r better quality, h igher efficiency, and m ore robust 
drivers o f  econom ic gro w th  to  m ake o u r econom y stronger. T h ro u g h
strengthening w eak areas, e x p lo it in g  p o te n tia l, and c re a tin g  new  
strengths, we w ill facilitate  the h ig h ly-e ffic ie n t flo w  and o p tim ize d  
^strib u tion  o f  resources, re vo lu tio n ize  the in du stria l chain , upgrade  
^  value chain, satisfy b o th  effective and p oten tia l dem and, achieve 
dynam ic e q u ilib riu m  betw een su p p ly  and dem an d , b o ls te r m arket 
^tic ip a tio n  o f  g ro w th , and b o o st confidence in  the real econom y.
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W e are in  an era w hen the w o rld  econ om y is dom inated  by the 
in fo rm a tio n  in d u stry . W e need to  grasp  the o p p o rtu n ity  brought 
about b y the in tegration  o f  in fo rm a tio n , in te rnet and sm art technolo- 
gies, and leverage in fo rm a tio n  and sm art technologies to  grow  new 
d riv in g  forces fo r the econom y. D ue to  the ir leading and buttressing 
ro le , p rio rity  w ill be g iven  to  deve lop in g  clusters o f  em erging indus
tries o f  strategic im portance, and setting up new  industria l pillars. We 
w ill fu lly  integrate the in te rnet, b ig  data and a rtific ia l intelligence with 
the real econom y, and expand and strengthen the d ig ita l economy. 
W e w ill steer the re vo lu tio n , o p tim iza tio n  and upgrade o f  industrial 
tech n o logy in  the d irection  o f  in te llige n t m anufacturing, and propel 
the fundam ental tran sfo rm a tio n  o f  business m odels and enterprise 
structures in  the m anufacturing  sector. W e w ill replace the o ld  with 
the new, use new  grow th  to  b oost existing capacity, and m ove Chinese 
industries up to  the m edium -high end o f  the g lobal value chain* 

Second, we should be com m itted  to  independent inn ovation  and 
b u ild  up o u r confidence and o u r capability. O n ly  w ith  self-confidence 
can a nation  m ove forw ard steadily o n  the road to  the future. A  high 
and exuberant tree grow s fro m  deep roots. It  is self-reliance that has 
enabled C h ina to  stand firm ly  am ong nations o f  the w o rld , and inno
vatio n  is the o n ly  path to  reach new  heights in  science and technol
ogy. D r. Sun Yat-sen said, <cI f  I  believe I  can do it, then I  am  able to 
com plete any d ifficu lt task — even m o vin g  a m bunta in  o r fillin g  up a 
sea; i f  I  d o n 5t th in k  I  can d o  it, then I  m ay n o t succeed in  even the 
easiest tasks like flip p in g  over m y hands o r breaking o f f  a tw ig.，?" Ifl
in n ovatio n  the odds o f  failure are m uch h igher than those o f  success, 
b u t we sh ou ld  have the d e te rm in a tio n  show n b y p a trio tic  poet Q u
Y uan, <4F o r the ideal that I  h o ld  dear to  m y heart, I  w ill n o t regret a 
thousand deaths to  d ie .,?3 O u r scientists and engineers should have 
great confidence and resolve in  in n ovatin g , being neither self-abased
n o r conceited. T h e y m ust strive to  surm ount all d ifficu lties on  the way 
to  triu m p h , and gain  an edge in  scientific and technological c〇 m pet1- 
tio n  and future developm ent.

W e have learned fro m  o u r experience that C h ina cannot ask f〇f»
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buy, 〇 r beg fo r core technologies in  key fields fro m  o th er countries. 
Only by h o ld in g  these technologies in  o u r ow n hands can we ensure 
economic security, national security and security in  o th e r areas. O u r  
scientists and engineers m ust have firm  confidence in  the path, theory, 
system and culture o f  Chinese socialism , and b o ld ly  exp lore  uncharted  
courses in  the research o f  core technologies, p articu larly  key generic 
technologies, cutting-edge fro n tie r technologies, m od ern  engineering  
technologies, and d isruptive  technologies. In  so d o in g  we w ill realize  
the goal that core technologies are self-developed and co n tro llab le , 
and keep the in itiative fo r in n ova tio n  and developm ent securely in  ou r 
own hands.

A  s c ie n tific  an d  te c h n o lo g ic a l le a d e r s h o u ld  h ave  la n d m a rk  
achievements. W e need to  better gu ide the deve lop m en t o f  science 
and te ch n o lo g y  b y  d e v is in g  strateg ies and se ttin g  sp e c ific  g o a ls , 
improve ou r in n ovation  system  and capacity, accelerate the process o f  
creating first-m over advantage that can support leading-edge develop
ment, devote greater effo rts to  p lan n in g  and studying scientific issues 
o f fundam ental and overa ll im p ortan ce , focus p rim e  resources, and  
make strategic plans to  achieve rap id  breakthroughs in  key areas and 
on specific p rob lem s that have h in dered  us. W e w ill strive to  catch  
up w ith and eventually surpass advanced countries in  overa ll science 
and technology, lead the pack in  key areas, and becom e a p ioneer in  
emerging fron tie r and in te rd iscip lina ry areas, to  create m ore com peti
tive strength. W e should take the peopled desire fo r a better life  as the
goal 〇 f  scientific and technological in n ova tio n , and steer o u r in n ova
tions towards benefiting  and enrich ing  the people and im p ro v in g  their 
living standards.

Basic research is the bedrock o f  the w hole  scientific system . W e  
should target fro n tie r research, stay ahead o f  the curve , and lay good  
foundations fo r fu tu re  d e ve lo p m e n t. O u r scientists and engineers  
should be “ p lanters o f  trees”  and “ d iggers o f  w e lls” ，engaging in  

that m ight b rin g  n o  fam e bu t can lay the g ro u n d w o rk  fo r future  
research. W e shou ld  m ake m ajo r b reakthroughs in  p io n e e rin g  basic 
tesearch and g ro u n d b reak in g  o rig in a l in n ovatio n s , so as to  lay solid
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fo u n d a tio n s fo r b u ild in g  C h in a  in to  a w o rld  leader in  science and 

te ch n o lo gy. W e w ill stren gthen  basic research in  ap p lie d  sciences, 
focus on  m ajor scientific and technological projects, rem ove obstacles 
in  the process, speed up the application  o f  research results in  indus
tries, b o ls te r the precise d o c k in g  o f  the in n o v a tio n  ch a in  and the 
industria l chain, expedite the tran sform ation  o f  research results from 
p ro to typ e s  to  co m m e rc ia l p ro d u cts , and fu lly  a p p ly  sc ien tific  and 
technological advances to  o u r m o d ern iza tio n  drive.

E n g in eerin g  science and tech n ology is a key engine d riv in g  human 
p ro g re ss , and  a p o w e rfu l le ve r to  p ro m o te  in d u s tria l revo lution , 
econ om ic g ro w th  and social progress. T h ose  w o rk in g  in  this sector 
sh o u ld  show  fin e  w o rk m a n sh ip  and team  s p irit. F o c u s in g  on the 
needs o f  national strategies, m ajor technological issues that relate to 
econ om ic deve lopm en t and n ation a l security, peop led  actual needs, 
and the dem ands o f  c iv il-m ilita ry  in te gration  in  the new  era, we will 

accelerate the a p p lica tio n  o f  in n o va tio n s , and take the in itiative in 

p ion eerin g  and strategic fields.
T h ird , we should re fo rm  in  depth  the system  o f  science and tech 

n o lo g y  in  all respects, im p ro ve  in n ovatio n  efficiency and inspire inno
vation  vita lity. In n o va tio n  determ ines the future, and re fo rm  is critical 

to  the prospects o f  a n ation . Science and te ch n o lo g y are the fields 
w here continuous re fo rm  is m ost needed. O n  Ju n e  9, 2 0 1 4 ,1 em p h a 

sized in  m y speech at the jo in t session o f  academ icians o f  the Chinese 
A cadem y o f  Sciences and the Chinese A cadem y o f  E ngineering  that 
the m ost urgent p rio rity  fo r stim ulating independent innovation  is t° 
rem ove in stitu tion a l barriers and fu lly  unleash the huge potential 
science and technology as the p rim ary  productive  forces. T o  c o n ip lete 

these p rio rity  tasks, we have p rom oted  institu tional re fo rm  in  science 

and te c h n o lo g y  fo r  years. W e  have m ade an a ll-o u t e ffo rt in  th^s 
re fo rm  and achieved breakthroughs on  various fronts. T h e  frameW〇 f^ 
o f  re fo rm  has been estab lished , and substantia l resu lts have bed 
achieved in  key areas.

In  A u gu st 2015 , the C P C  C entral C om m ittee and the State C〇^  
cil issued the Im p lem entation  P lan fo r In -dep th  In stitu tion a l Ref〇fl11
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in Science and Technology, w hich  lists 143 re fo rm  tasks to  be accom 
plished by 2020. W e have to  date com pleted m ore than 110. W e have 
made substantive b reakthroughs o n  a n um ber o f  challenging  issues 
which we had tried to  tackle before  bu t failed to  solve. H ow ever, som e 
outstanding problem s still w ait to  be addressed, such as:

• low  efficiency and capability in  the national in n ova tio n  system ;
• scattered, duplicated, and ineffective a llocation  o f  scientific and 

technological resources;
• too m any redundant projects, h o n o ra ry  title  grants, and unnec

essary institu tions;
• p o o r returns fro m  the in p u t in  science and technology;
• insufficient a b ility  to  co n ve rt research results in to  com m ercial 

applications and create business value;
• relatively slow  progress in  re fo rm in g  research institutes, im p ro v

ing the m echanism  that integrates science and technology w ith  
finance, and fostering innovative  talent; and

• enthusiasm  fo r o rig in a l in n ova tio n  yet to  be fu lly  aroused.
This year m arks the 40th  anniversary o f  re fo rm  and open ing up. 

We must m aintain firm  resolve and courage to  fu rth e r re fo rm  in  the 
new era. T o  re fo rm  science and technology, w e should  b o ld ly  address 
the m ost d ifficu lt p rob lem s, change o u r m indsets and rem ove all in sti
tutional barriers h in derin g  scientific and technological in n ovation . A s  
we have said, “ L im its lead to  changes; changes lead to  so lutions; solu
tions lead to  developm ent.’’4

Technological in n ova tio n  should  be accom panied b y institu tional 
N o v a tio n . Targeting existing prob lem s and m eeting actual needs, we 

put m ore energy in to  im p ro v in g  in stitu tio n a l p lan n in g , po licies, 
^  general environm ent, and practices o f  in n ova tio n . W e w ill devote  
a constant e ffo rt to  fostering innovators，to  enhancing the foundations  

resources o f  in n ova tio n , and to  creating a favorable environm ent, 
s 〇 as to increase o u r national strength in  strategic science and technol- 
°SY and the overall e ffic iency and capability o f  the national innova- 

°n system. W e w ill im p rove  the top-level design fo r the technological 
^ ^ a t io n  system , cla rify  the functions and p ositions o f  enterprises,
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universities and research institutes in  the in n ovatio n  chain , and arouse 
the enthusiasm  and v ita lity  o f  a ll parties. W e w ill continue to  trans
fo rm  the go ve rn m e n t^ m anagem ent o f  science and technology, and 
m ake fu ll use o f  its o rgan ization al strength.

E n te rp rise s  p lay a le ad in g  ro le  in  in n o v a tio n , and are the vital 
force fo r creation. F rederick E ngels w rote in  his letter to  W . Borgius: 
uI f  society has a technical need, that helps science forw ard  m ore than 
ten universities.，，5 W e should encourage enterprises to  take the lead in 
decision-m aking on  technological in n ovatio n , investm ent in  R & D , and 
im plem entation  o f  research and application  o f  find ings, and cultivate 
a g ro u p  o f  leading innovative  enterprises that boast strong capabilities 
in  core technologies and integrated in n ovation . W e w ill m ake the most 
o f  the m arket in  gu id in g  the d irection  o f  and approaches to  techno
lo g ica l research, the p rice  o f  p ro d u ctio n  factors, and the allocation  
o f  in n ova tio n  factors, so that the m arket can play the decisive role in 
allocating in n ovatio n  resources. T o  spur on  the developm ent o f  new 
technolog ies, p rodu cts and business m odels, we w ill im p ro ve  long
te rm  m echanism s fo r p o lic y  su p p o rt, in p u t o f  p ro d u c tio n  factors, 
guarantees w ith  incentive  m easures, and adm in istrative  services and 
su p e rv is io n . W e w ill speed u p  the a p p lica tio n  o f  in n o va tio n s , and 
rem ove any barriers that b lo ck  sm ooth  progress fro m  technological 
breakthroughs, p rodu ct m anufacturing, to  com m ercial application  and
the em ergence o f  an industria l chain. 3

W e w ill b u ild  n a tion a l labs to  the h igh est standards, and make 
op tim al overall plans fo r m ega science in itiatives, projects and centers, 
and in te rnational in n ovatio n  bases. W e w ill set up a science and tech
n o lo g y  decis ion-m aking m echanism  that enables scientific  consults 

tio n  to  su p p ort adm inistrative decision-m aking, and give fu ll play i0 
the ro le  o f  th in k  tanks and specialized research institutes. T h is will 
help  us im p rove  decision-m aking m echanism s and capacity in  science 
and technology. W e w ill accelerate c iv il-m ilita ry  in te gra tio n , im pf〇ve 
the o rg a n iza tio n , m anagem ent, o p era tion , and policies o f  this w〇 f | 
and break dow n the barriers that h in d e r the engagem ent o f  
contractors in  the defense in d u stry  o r the c ivilian  use o f  m ilita ry teĈ
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nologies. W e w ill in tensify law  enforcem ent in  the fie ld  o f  intellectual 
property (IP) p ro tection  and im p rove  IP  services.

In  m y speech o n  science and te c h n o lo g y  o n  M ay 3 0 , 2 0 1 6 , I  
em phasized that we w ou ld  re fo rm  and innovate  the ways w e use and 
manage R & D  funds, and le t m on ey serve creative activities ra th er 
than vice versa; we w ou ld  also re fo rm  the appraisal system  and estab
lish a classification  m o d e l to  appraise the quality, c o n trib u tio n  and 
perform ance o f  scientific and technolog ica l in n ovatio n s and m ake a 
correct assessment o f  th e ir scientific, techno log ica l, econom ic, social 
and cu ltural value. W e have p ro m u lga te d  several im p o rta n t re fo rm  
plans since then, in c lu d in g  P lan fo r F u rth e r R e fo rm in g  the M anage
m ent o f  S c ie n tific  and T e c h n o lo g ica l P ro g ram s (S pecial P ro jects , 
Funds and O th e r U n d e rta k in g s) F u n d e d  b y  the C e n tra l G o v e rn 
m ent, G u ide lin es o n  F u rth e r Im p ro v in g  the P olicies fo r M anaging  
the F u n d in g  o f  C e n tra l G o ve rn m e n t-fu n d e d  R esearch  P rog ram s, 
Guidelines on  A d o p tin g  Policies O rie n te d  to  R ew ard ing K now ledge , 
G uidelines o n  A d v a n c in g  the R e fo rm  o f  the P e rso n n e l A p p ra isa l 
M echanism  b y C a te g o ry , and  R e fo rm  P lan  fo r  the S c ie n tific  and  
Technological Rew ard System . A ll o f  these have been w elcom ed by  
those w ork in g  in  the fields o f  science and technology. C on cu rren tly , 
we also received feedback that these re fo rm  m easures still have ro o m  
for im provem ent, and certain  m easures have n o t yet been carried out. 
Relevant departm ents shou ld  heed w ith  an open  m in d  the op in ion s  
offered and continue to  press forw ard  w ith  re fo rm , so as to  release 
creative activities fro m  the restraints o f  unreasonable adm inistrative  
systems such as those regu lating fu n d  m anagem ent and perform ance  
appraisal.

F o u rth , w e sh o u ld  be d e e p ly  engaged in  g lo b a l sc ie n tific  and  
techn〇 l〇 g icai governance, co n trib u tin g  C hinese w isdom  and help ing  
to build a g lob a l co m m u n ity  o f  shared future . Science and technol-
°SY despond to  the call o f  the tim es and have a g lob a l im pact, so we 

°uld have a g lo b a l v is io n  in  d eve lop in g  them . R ivers and seas are 
^  ecause they never reject the sm all stream s that flo w  in . Indepen- 

m novation  shou ld  be pursued in  an open  e n viro n m e n t, rather
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than beh ind  closed doors. W e should gather energy and strength from  
every p art o f  the w orld . W e w ill enhance scientific and technological 
exchange and cooperation  w ith  other countries, and p rom ote  innova
tio n  on  this basis. W e w ill take the in itiative  in  p lan n in g  and actively 
u tilize  in te rn a tio n a l in n o v a tio n  resources, and establish  a coopera
tive and m utually beneficial partnersh ip  w ith  other countries to  cope 
w ith  the future challenges facing hum anity — developm ent, food  and 
energy security, health, and clim ate change. W e w ill b rin g  benefits to 
m o re  countries and th e ir peop le  w h ile  ach ievin g  o u r ow n develop
m ent, and p rom ote  balanced developm ent around the w orld .

W e sh o u ld  alw ays em brace a g lo b a l v is io n  w h en  p la n n in g  and 
p ro m o tin g  scientific and technological in n ovation . W e should  bolster 
in te rn ation a l coop eration , integrate C h ina in to  the g lo b a l innovation  
netw ork, fu rth e r open up national science and tech n ology programs, 
p artic ip ate  in  and p lay a lead in g  ro le  in  in te rn a tio n a l m ega science 
plans and projects, and encourage o u r scientists to  in itiate  and orga
n ize  in te rn atio n a l scientific and technolog ica l coop eration . T h e  Belt 
and R oad  In itia tiv e  sh ou ld  becom e an in itia tive  o f  in n o va tio n : We 
w ill cooperate  w ith  o th e r p a rtic ip a tin g  countries to  b u ild  scientific 
and te ch n o lo g ica l in n o v a tio n  alliances and bases, and create more 
opportu n ities and p latform s fo r com m on  developm ent. W e w ill use to 
the m axim um  g lobal in n ova tio n  resources, raise C h in a5s status in the 
g lob a l in n ova tio n  landscape across the board , and increase o u r influ
ence and ab ility  to  participate in  ru le-m aking in  g lob a l scientific and 
technological governance.

F ifth , we should m ake hum an resources the p rio rity  in  o u r devel
opm ent, and b rin g  together o u r best achievers to  lay a so lid  founda
tio n  fo r in n o va tio n -d rive n  deve lopm en t. Feats are accom plished by 
capable p e o p le ; u n d ertak in gs p ro ce e d  because o f  capable people  
People are o u r m ost precious resource. A ll in n o va tio n s are created 
b y  p eop le . B o th  h ard  and so ft p o w er are fu n d a m e n ta lly  based 〇 n 
strength in  hum an resources. T h e  w hole h isto ry  o f  science and tech
n o lo g y  p roves that the c o u n try  w ith  the m o st capable people  ^
scientists w ill gain  strengths in  scientific and technological innovatio11.
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A t present, C h ina still lacks h igh -ca lib er in n ovative  ta lent, especially 
talent that can spearhead sc ien tific  and tech n o lo g ica l developm ent. 
O ur talent appraisal system  is flaw ed: I t  overem phasizes the num ber 
o f theses scientists and engineers have published, the ir academ ic titles, 
and educational backgrounds; o u r scientists and engineers are deluged  
with appraisals and o ve rb u rd e n e d  w ith  the scram ble fo r h o n o ra ry  
tides; and ou r hum an resource m anagem ent does n o t m eet the needs 
o f scientific and tech n o lo g ica l in n o v a tio n  o r c o n fo rm  to  the p rin 
ciples govern ing in n ovation . W e w ill re fo rm  the appraisal m echanism , 
aiming to establish a system  that h igh ligh ts the inn ovative  capability, 
innovation quality, and co n trib u tio n  o f  scientists and engineers, and 
create institu tions that a llow  them  to  concentm te o n  th e k  research
and innovation . W e should assess the perform ance o f  b o th  in d ividu a l 
researchers and their team s, respecting and reco gn izin g  the co n trib u 
tion o f all m em bers. W e w ill im p ro ve  the incentive system  to  ensure 
appropriate rem uneration fo r outstanding scientists and engineers, so 
as to ignite the passion fo r in n ova tio n  across society. T h ro u g h  re fo rm , 
we w ill change the practice o f  perm an en tly lab e lin g  talent b y static 
appraisals, and o f  appraising talent w ith  quantity o f  theses, patents o r 
funds. O u r scientists should  n o t get m ired  in  red tape o r waste their 
precious tim e on  redundant reports and applications.

Talented people are essential to  in n ova tio n . W e m ust expand the 
channels to  b u ild  a large talent p o o l. W e w ill create a favorab le en vi
ronm ent fo r in n ova tio n , and fo rm  effective tra in in g , h irin g , incentive  
and com petition  m echanism s that can help  talent to  grow , to  stand 
°ut and to  give o f  th e ir best, so that talented people w ill em erge in  
greater num bers fro m  gen eration  to  gen eration . W e  shou ld  respect
and develop talent, address structura l prob lem s in  hum an resources, 
establish a m u ltitie red  hum an resource structure , and foster a large  
pool o f  w orld-class talent in  strategic science and technology, lead- 

scientists and engineers, you n g  people o f  caliber, and in n ova tio n  
teams. W e w ill increase in ve stm e n t in  h u m a n  resou rces, im p ro v e  
policies, create a favorab le  p o lic y  e n v iro n m e n t fo r in n o v a tio n  and  
Start' uPs> set up effective m echanism s to  attract and em p loy talent,
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and fin a lly  b rin g  about a situation  w here C h ina attracts talented indi
viduals fro m  all over the w o rld  to  w o rk  and com pete in  an innovative 
m anner.
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1 M o h is t C anon (M o Jin£) was one o f  the M ohist classics from  the late W arring 
States Period (475-221 BC).

Sun Yat-sen: 4<Plan fo r N ational Reconstruction,,) Co?nplete W o rks o f S u n  Yat-sen, 

V o l. I , C hin , ed., Peopled Publishing H ouse, B eijing, 2015, p. 15.

3 Q u  Yuan: “The Lam ent” (L i Sao). Q u  Yuan (c. 339-278 BC ) was a poet and 
statesman in  the W arring States Period.
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Promote Rural Revitalization*

S e p te m b e r  2 1 ，2 0 1 8

Rural revita lization  is one o f  the m ajor strategies pu t forw ard  by  
the Party at its 19th N ation a l C ongress in  2017. Focused on  this top ic , 
this g ro u p  study session aim s to  fu rth e r o u r u n d erstan d in g  o f  the  
strategy so that we have a clear p icture o f  the guidelines and im p rove  
our perform ance accordingly.

I. T he R u ra l R e vita liza tio n  Strategy — an O verarch in g , H is to ric  
M ission  fo r Socia list M o d e rn iza tio n

I  have alw ays e m p h a s ize d  th a t w e w ill n e ve r h ave a ll-ro u n d  
m odernization  w ith o u t the m o d e rn iza tio n  o f  agricu ltu re  and ru ra l 
areas. In  the process o f  m o d e rn iza tio n , h ow  w e deal w ith  the rela
tionships betw een in d u stry  and agricu ltu re  and betw een u rban  and  
fural areas determ ines, to  som e extent, the success o r fa ilu re o f  ou r
M odernization d rive . T h e  h is to ry  o f  m o d e rn iza tio n  tells us that in  
s〇 me cou n tries fa ilu re  to  p ro p e rly  h an d le  these re la tio n sh ip s  has 
resulted in  underdeveloped agricu ltu re  and ru ra l areas，sh o rt supply  
°f a g ricu ltu ra l p ro d u cts , and in a b ility  to  e ffe c tiv e ly  a b so rb  ru ra l 
^bor. A s  large num bers o f  farm ers w ith o u t w o rk  flocked in to  urban  
Curtis, ru ra l areas and the ru ra l eco n o m y p lu n ged  in to  d e stitu tio n , 

progress o f  in du stria liza tio n  and u rb an iza tio n  halted, social o rder
^ as d isru p ted , and the w h o le  c o u n try  e ve n tu a lly  s lip p ed  in to  the  

^d d le -in c o m e  trap 55. T h e  u n d e rly in g  p ro b lem s lie  in  the system s 
° êadership and national governance. A s  a socialist co u n try  under

*
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population are the general requirements; and putting in  place sound 
systems, mechanisms, and policies for integrated urban-rural develop
m ent is the institutional guarantee.

The w ork on agriculture, rural areas and rural people in  the new 
era m ust focus on the general goal o f m odernizing agriculture and 
rural areas. O ver the decades, to make sure the people have enough to 
eat, we have expended a lot o f energy on agricultural modernization 
and made considerable progress. A t present, over 65 percent o f the 
w ork on sowing, plow ing and harvesting m ajor crops has been mech
anized, and technological advances in  agriculture have accounted for 
m ore than 57 percent o f the grow th o f agricultural output. Together 
w ith our per capita share o f m ajor agricultural products, they have all 
exceeded the w orld average. The supply o f agricultural products is 
extrem ely rich.

H ow ever, com pared to urban areas, rural areas lag far behind in 
infrastructure, public services and social governance. Rural modern
iza tio n  in vo lves b o th  m aterial and peop le , and covers the rural 
governance system and governing capability. W e need to design and 
im plem ent agricultural m odernization along w ith rural modernization,
and transform  China from  a country w ith high agricultural output to 
one w ith a leading edge in  agriculture.

The whole Party must address affairs related to agriculture， rural

areas and rural people as a top priority. W e have always emphasized 
that we should invest m ore in  agriculture and rural areas, take less
from farmers and reduce restrictions. But in reality, these commit-

m erits have not always been m atched w ith  action. W e should n° 
longer tolerate such negligence; we must take effective measures 
terms o f financial input, factor allocation, public services and assig^ 
m ent o f officials, to bolster agricultural and rural development 
narrow  the gap between urban and rural areas. In  so doing, 
make agriculture a prom ising industry, farm ing an attractive occup 
tion, and the countryside an appealing place to live and work. a  

T he general requirem ents o f th riv in g  businesses, eco-frieÎ |  
environm ents, social etiquette and civility, effective governance
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prosperous rural population reflect the inclusive nature o f the rural
revitalization strategy. A t the beginning o f this century, when China 
had just reached m oderate p rosperity  in  a general sense and was
faced with the task o f achieving moderate prosperity in  all respects,
the CPC put forth the general guidelines fo r building a new socialist 
countryside: m ore-developed production , better-off farm ers, social 
etiquette and civility, a clean environm ent, and dem ocratic adm inistra
tion. These were in  line w ith the prevailing conditions o f the time.

As socialism w ith Chinese characteristics has entered a new era,
the principal challenges facing agriculture and society at large have 
undergone great changes. H igh er expectations from  farm ers have 
set a higher bar fo r agricu ltu re and ru ra l developm ent. T h riv in g  
businesses are the prerequisite fo r solving all rural problem s. From  
“more-developed production”  to “ th riv ing  businesses’’，the change 
reflects the new requirements fo r agriculture and the rural econom y 
to adapt to changing m arket dem and, speed up structural upgrad
ing, and prom ote industrial integration. A n  eco-friendly liv in g  envi
ronment is an inherent requirem ent o f ru ral revitalization. From  a 
clean environm ent”  to an “ eco-friendly environm ent” ，the change 

reflects farmers5 desire fo r a beautiful environm ent and substantive
progress towards an eco-civilization . Social etiquette and c iv ility  is 
an urgent need, and the emphasis is on carrying  forw ard our core 
socialist values, protecting and continuing the best o f traditional rural 
culture, strengthening public cultural services, helping rura l people 
abandon outdated social mores and customs, and boosting their vital
ly  as the countryside changes fo r the better. E ffective governance 

im portant guarantee fo r rural revitalization. From  ''dem ocratic 
a W nistration” to “ effective governance” ，the change reflects the 
妨 to m odernize our rural governance for a vigorous，harm onious 
ti〇 〇r<̂ er^  society- Prosperity is the m ain goal o f ru ral revitaliza- 

f  Fr〇m better-off farm ers” to “ prosperous farm ers’’，the change 
[̂ , ^arrr^ers, grow ing desire for a better life.

Can See 出对 rural revitaUzation is a com prehensive drive that 
Progress in  businesses, the w orkforce, culture, eco-civilization



and the organizational structure. It  applies the principles o f tiie Five- 
sphere Integrated Plan and the Four-pronged Comprehensive Strategy 
in  our w ork on agriculture, rural areas and rural people. W e need to 
make coordinated efforts to prom ote rural economic, political, cultural, 
social, and eco-environmental progress and strengthen Party organiza-

tions in  rural areas，so as to upgrade agriculture，achieve overall growth
for rural areas, and guarantee well-rounded development for the rural 
population.
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III. Rem aining Comm itted to Chinese Approach to Rural 

Revitalization

In  order to im plem ent the rural revitalization strategy, we must 
first o f all establish rules based on practice. Rural revitalization has 
never been tried before in  a country like China w ith a population of 
nearly 1.4 b illion ; it is a pioneering initiative that has no experience to 
follow  but our own.

C hina has a large popu lation  and suffers from  an acute short
age o f arable land -  the area o f  arable land per household is only 
1/40  o f  that o f  the E u ropean  U n io n  and 1/400 o f  that o f the 
U nited States. In  m any parts o f the country, farmers w ork on small 
patches o f land and individual households do not have enough land 
to till, w hich renders it im possible fo r China sto develop large-scale 
and m echanized farm ing throughout the country as is practiced in 
Europe and the U nited States. Instead, we should, in  m ost part of 
C hina, encourage sm all household farm ers to engage in  modern 
agriculture by im provin g  agricultural service systems. N ow  and f〇f
the foreseeable future, we need to focus on farm ers，cooperatives
and fam ily farms — two types o f agricultural businesses that emerged 
in  line w ith  the tw o-tier system com bin ing  un ified  collective land
m anagem ent and ind ividual household operations — to make agri-
businesses m ore efficient.

C hina’s long and rich agro-civilization  is the roo t o f traditional 
Chinese culture. M any villages go back hundreds o r even thousands
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of years, and have been preserved well up to this day. M any customs 
and rules have deep cultural roots and still play an im portant role. 
We should give expression to m orality and virtue while im plem enting
law-based self-govemance，so that our fine cultum l and m oral tradi-
dons support and enhance the rule o f law, and vice versa. W e need to 
continue to explore and spread good practices in  this regard.

We m ust pursue in tegrated u rb an -ru ra l developm ent fo r the 
rural revitalization strategy to be successful.〇ur urbanization drive 
included rural towns when it was first initiated. The purpose was to 
promote integrated urban-rural developm ent. W e need to power the 
initiative with reform s and m ove faster to develop and im prove insti
tutions, mechanisms and policies fo r integrated urban-rural develop
ment. We need to enhance the m ultiple input guarantee mechanism, 
increase investm ent in  agricu ltu ral and ru ra l in frastructure , accel
erate integration o f  urban and ru ra l in frastructu re , and prom ote  
the exchange o f hum an resources, land, capital, and other factors 
between urban and ru ra l areas. W e should establish and im prove  
institutions to extend basic public services to rural areas so that rural 
residents w ill enjoy equal access to these services w ith  their urban  
counterparts. W e need to further reform  the household registration  
system, im prove basic public services fo r farmers w ho have become 
permanent urban residents, and at the same time continue to protect 
their land contracting rights, their rights to use homestead, and their 
rights to share collective incom e o f their villages.

Poverty elim ination is the p rio rity  o f ru ra l revita lization . P oor 
villages and the counties and tow nships w here they are located  
^ust focus on this p rio rity  and give it the utm ost attention. W e w ill 
have elim inated absolute poverty by the tim e we achieve m oderate 
prosperity in  all respects in  2020, but relative poverty w ill still exist

a long time. A fte r 2020, the current measures aimed at eradicat- 
lng absolute poverty w ill be gradually adjusted to regular support 
Measures for helping the population in  relative poverty, and integrat- 
ed into the overall plans for rural revitalization. E arly  planning must 

e done to achieve this goal.
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IV. Providing a Strong Political Guarantee for 

the Rural Revitalization Strategy

To im plem ent the strategy o f rural revitalization, Party commit
tees and organizations at all levels m ust strengthen their leadership 
and bring together the strengths o f the whole Party and all sectors of 
society. W e must always follow  the correct political direction, uphold 
the collective ownership o f rural land, develop new types o f collec
tive econom y, and take the road o f com m on prosperity. W e should 
give full play to the role o f rural Party organizations, and strengthen 
these organizations w ith a strong leadership. Poor villages need strong 
Party branches to break new ground, and better-off villages also need 
capable Party branches to secure further progress. H um an resources 
are the foundation o f rural revitalization. W e need to find innova
tive ways to im prove the management o f rural hum an resources, fully 
tap into the potential o f  the rural w orkforce, and attract m ore urban 
entrepreneurs and professionals o f all kinds to rural areas.

In  im plem enting the rural revitalization strategy, we should prop- 
erly handle the follow ing relationships:

F irst, the relationship between long-term  and short-term  goals. 
Rural revitalization is a long-term  and arduous task. W e must adopt 
a long-term  perspective, and plan thoughtfully before taking action. 
We need to make rational plans, emphasi2 e qi^ality, and take our time 
to ensure efficacy. W e need to focus on the tasks at hand, look for
areas for breakthroughs, and set priorities. W e w ill w ork away issue by 
issue，year in  and year out，accumulating small successes and moving
towards great achievements. W e should have sufficient patience, and 
think ahead about problem s that could emerge. W e must avoid seek
ing instant success, and refrain from  reckless decision-m aking and 
im pulsive campaigns that w ould mislead us o r make us do the same 
thing again and again.

Second, the relationship between top-level design and grassro〇ts 
experim entation. W ith  a clear top-level design fo r ru ra l revitaliza
tion from  the CPC Central Com m ittee in  place, all localities need t°
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consider theix own realities and make feasible local plans. V illage plans 
should not be duplicates o f  urban plans, nor can all villages apply 
the same m odel. W e should understand the differences between one 
village and another, and w ork out targeted plans and distinctive p o li
cies in line w ith local conditions, to make each a unique hom e. We 
should give full play to the principal role and initiative o f hundreds 
of m illions o f rural people, m obilize their enthusiasm, creativity, and 
pioneering spirit, and summarize the creative experience at the grass
roots level to constantly im prove the top-level design.

T h ird , the relationship between the decisive role o f  the m arket 
and a better role o f the governm ent. W e need to fu rther free our 
minds and prom ote a new round o f rural reform , beginning w ith the 
deep-seated problem s in  agriculture and rural developm ent and focus
ing on the relationship between farmers and the land, between farm 
ers and collectives, and between rural and urban residents. W e need to 
define rural ownership m ore clearly, prom ote m arket-oriented alloca
tion o f rural resources, lend m ore effective support to agriculture, and 
modernize rural governance. W e need to better organize ourselves and 
activate endogenous drivers o f rural revitalization. W e should extend 
supply-side structural reform  and enhance the overall efficiency and 
competitiveness o f o u r agriculture based on m arket dem and. W e 
should optim ize the environm ent for creativity and entrepreneurship 
in rural areas, invigorate the rural econom y w ith m ore flexible policies, 
^nd cultivate new drivers o f rural grow th. W e need to give full play to 
Ae positive role o f the governm ent in  planning and guidance, policy  
support, market supervision, and legal support. Rural reform  cannot 
be completed overnight. W e may have to endure tem porary pain or 
make sacrifices, but we m ust not deviate from  the correct course. I  
have always emphasized that no matter how  rural reform  evolves, we 
^ s t  never alter the collective ow nership o f ru ral land, reduce the 
S1̂ e 〇f  arable land, weaken our grain production capacity, o r harm  the 
Berests o f farmers. W e must stay true to these principles and never
stray frorn this path.

Fourth，the relationship between enhancing the people’s sense o f
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gain and adapting to the current stage o f developm ent. W e should 
focus on issues o f the greatest concern to farmers and those affect
ing their m ost immediate interests, and im prove areas o f weakness in 
rural developm ent and peopled wellbeing, so that farmers w ill have a 
stronger sense o f gain, happiness, and security. W e need to rationally 
evaluate governm ent revenues and expenditure, the strength o f the 
collective econom y, and public adaptability, determ ine the scale of 
investm ent, financing channels, and debt levels, and set goals, tasks 
and w ork priorities fo r d ifferent stages, so as to fo rm  a long-term  
mechanism for sustainable developm ent. W e must do the best we can. 
W e should never extend our reach beyond our stage o f development 
or set unrealistic goals, nor should we favor fo rm  over substance or 
indulge in  showcase projects.

Boost the Private Sector*

November 1, 2018

The key to coping w ith all kinds o f  risks and challenges lies in  
staying focused, enhancing confidence, and pooling efforts to manage 
our own affairs well. Currendy, our econom y is grow ing steadily, while 
maintaining overall stability and keeping m ajor indicators w ith in  a 
reasonable range. A t the same time, it is faced w ith increasing uncer
tainties, m ounting downward pressure, and grow ing difficulties w ith  
business operation. These are inevitable on our way forward.

We should be conscious o f potential opportun ities am idst the 
challenges we face, and have full confidence in  our econom ic develop
ment.

First, our econom y is solid and resilient. It  has great potential and 
significant scope fo r adjustm ent, w ith a dom estic m arket o f m ore 
than 1.3 b illion  people. The country is boosting and synchronizing  
new industrialization, inform ation technology applications, urbaniza
tion, and agricultural m odernization. A n  expanding m iddle-incom e  
group is generating enorm ous dem and as consum ption m oves up 
Market. The im balance between urban and rural areas and between
regions present immense space fo r developm ent.

Second, our country enjoys favorable conditions and has solid  
material foundations fo r deve lopm ent. I t  has the w o rld ’s m ost 
c〇mplete industrial system and a grow ing capacity fo r innovation in  
Science and technology, and its gross savings rate remains high.

T h ird , our country has abundant hum an resources. A m on g  its 
w〇rkf〇rce o f m ore than 900 m illion , 170 m illion  have received higher 

cation 〇r have vocational skills. Every year over 8 m illion  students

of the speech at a meeting on private enterprise.
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graduate from  universities. The comparative strength o f its workforce 
remains obvious.

F ou rth , our country has a vast te rrito ry  rich  in  land resources 
and potential fo r intensive land use, p rovid ing  enorm ous space for 
econom ic developm ent.

F ifth , com prehensive analysis shows that the fundam entals of 
C hina^ econom y rem ain sound and stable, the factors o f produc
tion  supporting  high-quality developm ent rem ain unchanged, and 
grow th built on stable econom ic perform ance remains on an upward 
trend. China’s econom ic grow th continues to rank am ong the highest 
compared w ith other m ajor economies.

S ixth , ou r system has its unique strengths. T he  P arty^ strong 
leadership makes it viable in  our country to pool all our resources to 
com plete m ajor missions. Further reform  across the board provides 
an in fin ite  d riv in g  force fo r developm ent. T he stated capacity for 
m acroeconom ic regulation and control continues to im prove.

T he w orld  econom y continues on its path to recovery. Peace 
and developm ent rem ain the themes o f our times. In  the first three 
quarters o f this year，our country’s im ports and exports maintained 
steady grow th and the total trade volum e w ith all m ajor trade partners 
was on the increase. A s the Belt and Road In itiative m oves steadily 
forw ard, cooperation in  trade and investment between China and the 
other countries involved has accelerated, provid ing greater opportuni
ties for C hina^ economy.

In  short, as long as we m aintain our strategic resolve, uphold the 
underlying principle o f pursuing progress while ensuring stability, take 
supply-side structural re form  as our m ain task, and further refof111 
and opening up on all fronts, our country w ill be able to speed up its 
transition to high-quality developm ent and embrace brighter growth 
prospects.

In  the course o f econom ic developm ent, we should create a better 
environm ent for the private sector by addressing their difficulties 
supporting their reform . W e need to help the sector transform  
sure into  im petus, tap innovation as a lasting source o f grow th, ^
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give full play to its creativity. Therefore, it is im perative to im plem ent 
the follow ing six policy measures:

First, taxes and fees on  private enterprises should be reduced 
to effectively ease their burden. F or this purpose, we should push
forward supply-side structural reform ，w ith a focus on low ering costs 
for private enterprises. To increase their sense o f gain, it is necessary 
to extend tax reductions and make substantial cuts to the rates o f
V/VT and other taxes through easily applicable measures. Universal tax 
exemptions can be provided fo r m icro and small enterprises and tech
nology startups.

The nom inal rates fo r social insurance contributions should be 
lowered in  accordance w ith  the actual conditions o f private enter
prises. The methods o f collecting social insurance prem ium s currendy 
in operation w ill rem ain unchanged. Prem ium  payments by private 
enterprises must be substantively reduced. W h ile  applying the m ost 
stringent standards to prevent tax evasion, we should remove inappro
priate taxation that disrupts the norm al operation o f enterprises.

We need to further review and streamline adm inistrative approval 
procedures concern ing private investm ent m anagem ent and fees 
charged to enterprises. Interm ediate processes and interm ediaries 
should be regulated to lessen the burden on enterprises, and efforts to 
eliminate governm ent-levied fees on enterprises should be expedited， 
to lower their costs. W e should m ove m ore rapidly to prom ote good  
local practices nationwide.

Second, measures should be taken to address the difficulties and 
high costs o f finance fo r private enterprises. W e should give priority  
to facilitating access to finance fo r private enterprises and in  particular 
sniall and m edium -sized enterprises (SM Es) w hile reducing financ- 
mg costs step by step. To make financial institutions m ore w illing to 
°ffer loans to private enterprises, we need to reform  and im prove the 
regulation5 evaluation and internal incentive mechanisms for financial 
^stitutions, and evaluate the perform ance o f banks by taking account 
0 support they provide to the private sector.

Access to the financial markets should be broadened to expand
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the fundraising channels o f private enterprises and tap into channels 

such as private banks, sm all-loan com panies, venture capital, s tock 

shares, and bonds. Relevant authorities should design special measures 

to  help private enterprises at risk o f defaulting on their stock-based

loans and changing ownership, and restore them to equilibrium . Local
governm ents should be provided w ith guidance to grant the necessary 
financial aid to those private enterprises that contribute to the coun
try^ econom ic upgrading and have good prospects. O n  the condition 
that they take strict measures to prevent illegal fundraising and the 
loss o f state assets, governm ents o f provinces and equivalent admin
istrative units and cities specially designated in  the state plan can pool 
resources to establish policy-based funds and em ploy m ultiple means 
to assist local leading enterprises, m ajor job providers, enterprises in 
strategic em erging industries, and other key private enterprises in diffi
culty. W e should be keenly alert to debt chains, and rectify the miscon
duct o f governm ent departments and large enterprises that default on 
payments to private enterprises o r abuse small enterprises by exploit
ing their position and strength.

T h ird , the playing field should be leveled. H idden restrictions and 
hindrances fo r private enterprises should be eliminated. A n  environ
m ent o f fair play should be created in  market access, administrative 
approvals, business operations, tenders and bids, and civil-m ilitary 
integration to give them m ore space to expand their business. Private 
enterprises are encouraged to participate in  the re fo rm  o f  state- 
owned enterprises. D ifferential and selective industrial policies should 
be replaced by inclusive and functional ones. Policies that run counter 
to fair, open and transparent m arket rules should be abolished. Law 
enforcem ent m ust be reinforced to com bat m onopolies and unfair 
com petition.

Fourth, policy im plem entation should be im proved. A n y  policy, n° 
matter how  well-intended, m ight have a potential downside, a discrep
ancy between expectations and practice, o r a m u ltip ly ing  effect in 
com bination w ith other policies. W e need to take account o f all these 
factors to better im plem ent our policies. A ll provincial authorities and
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central departments should im prove their methods and management 
skills, to better coordinate the im plem entation o f policies and refine 
policy measures w ith quantitative indicators based on  their actual 
conditions. Supportive steps should be taken to ensure that these po li
cies can take root, become m ore specific, and produce substantive 
results, so that private enterprises can reap m ore tangible benefits.

In  the process o f cutting overcapacity and deleveraging, equal and 
uniform standards should be applied to all enterprises, whatever their 
forms o f ownership, w hile indiscrim inate reduction and cancelation 
of loans to private enterprises should be avoided. It  is w rong to look  
at private enterprises through tinted glasses w hen applying policies. 
Governm ent departm ents should im prove their ab ility to perform  
their duties and follow  the direction o f m acroeconom ic regulation. 
In law enforcem ent in vo lv in g  w orkplace safety and environm ental 
protection, authorities should see things as they are, do everything on 
the basis o f reality, and avoid a one-size-fits-all approach. In  im ple
menting inspection reform  to encourage the developm ent o f private 
enterprises, we should p rio ritize  the special inspection o f re form  
programs fo r protecting property rights, insp iring entrepreneurship, 
and undertaking fair com petition review, as per the meetings o f the 
Central Com m ission for Further Reform .

F ifth , a new type o f  co rd ia l and clean re la tio n sh ip  betw een  
government and business should be established. To this end, Party 
committees and governm ents at all levels should make solid efforts 
to support the developm ent o f private enterprises as a priority, and 
spend m ore tim e and energy genuinely attending to the needs o f  
private enterprises and entrepreneurs rather than paying lip  service. 
Officials must stick to principles and conduct themselves appropri- 
ately in  their relations w ith entrepreneurs. T h is does not mean that 
°fficials can ignore their legitimate requests o r refuse to protect their 
lawful rights and interests. O n  the contrary, o ffic ia ls  should take 
proactive steps to provide the services they need. The departments 
concerned and principal leaders o f local authorities should listen to 
their opinions and appeals and in  particular take p rom pt action to
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help those in  difficulty and solve their problems.
S u p p o rtin g  and gu id in g  state-ow ned enterprises and private 

enterprises, especially SM Es, in  overcom ing difficulties and pursuing 

innovation-driven developm ent should be an im portant part o f 〇ffi_

dais’ perform ance evaluation. People’s organizations and federations
o f  industry and com m erce should reach out to private enterprises 
find  ou t the real situation , convey their d ifficu lties in  operations 
and m anagem ent to the Party and governm ent, and support their 
reform  and resolve to break new ground. To better guide public opin
ion , m ajor principles and policies o f the Party and state should be 
explained correctly, and false assertions should be prom ptly cleared 
up.

S ix th，entrepreneurs，personal and p ro p e rty  safety should be
protected. Ensuring their security is the precondition for them to main
tain an expectation for stability and put their entrepreneurship into full 
play. A  m ore intense fight against corruption is essential fo r the Party 
to exercise effective self-supervision and strict self-governance. It  aims 
to punish corrupt officials, foster a sound political environm ent, and 
oppose and rectify violations o f Party discipline and state laws, such 
as abusing power fo r personal gain, trading power fo r money, embez
zlem ent, bribery, creating obstacles to solicit bribes, and abusing the 
public. Success in  this fight is conducive to the healthy development 
o f the private sector. 3

W hen perform ing their duties and seeking entrepreneursJ coop
eration in  investigations, while endeavoring to solve individual cases, 
Party discipline inspection comm issions and supervision departments
should protect the legitim ate personal and p rop erty  rights o f the
entrepreneurs and ensure the lawful operation o f their enterprises. We 
should look at the past irregularities o f some private enterprises from 
a long-term  perspective, and fo llow  the principles o f  uno convic
tion o r penalty w ithout law?, and ^when in  doubt, favor the accused > 
relieving entrepreneurs o f their concerns and enabling them to move 
forw ard w ith fu ll confidence. A s I  have em phasized on m any 〇cca- 
sions, unjust and misjudged cases involving infringem ent o f the prop
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erty rights o f enterprises should be identified and corrected. Recent 
tetrials o f several such cases by the peopled court have w on a positive 
response from  the public.

As I  have said before, the healthy developm ent o f the non-public 
sector o f the econom y depends on  those w orking  in  the sector. I 
hope that these people can dedicate themselves to self-study, self
development, and self-im provem ent. Entrepreneurs should cherish 
and maintain a positive social image, love the m otherland, the people 
and the Party, practice the core socialist values, and prom ote entrepre
neurship. They should set a good example o f dedication to their w ork, 
abiding by the law in  doing business, entrepreneurship and innova
tion, and m aking a con trib u tion  to society. Entrepreneurs should  
practice integrity and keep to the right path, focusing on grow ing their 
business, observing discipline and the law in  business dealings, and 
strengthening corporate competitiveness in  lawful operations. A b id ing  
by the law is an overriding principle that all enterprises should uphold  
and the key to their long-term  developm ent. Entrepreneurs should 
enhance their approach to ru n n in g  their business by raising their 
operational and management capabilities, and im proving their corpo
rate governance structure. Private enterprises w ith the right conditions 
are encouraged to establish a m odern corporate system. To make their 
enterprises stronger and better, the new generation o f entrepreneurs 
should carry forw ard their predecessors, spirit o f  hard w ork, enter
prise, professionalism , and focus m ore on their m ain business. Private 
enterprises should broaden their international horizons and im prove  
their innovation capacity and core com petitiveness, endeavoring to 
become world-class, globally com petitive corporations.



Coordinated Quality Development 
Across Regions*

August 26, 2019

Circumstances have changed and new issues have arisen affecting 
C h in a^ regional econom ic developm ent. I t  is im perative that we 
decide w hich existing policies to m aintain and w hich to adjust in 
response to the changing domestic and international situation. We also 
need to prepare strategic plans fo r the Second Centenary Goal.

I. Regional Developm ent in Its Current State

In  contrast to m ost other countries, China has a vast territory and 
a large population, and its natural resources vary greatly from  region 
to region . C oord inatin g  developm ent across d ifferent regions has 
always been a great challenge fo r us.

Since the founding o f the People’s Republic in  1949, there have
been several m ajor adjustm ents to the d istribu tion  o f  productive 
forces in  the country. D u rin g  the F irst Five-year Plan period (1953- 
1957), m ore than 70 percent o f the 156 key projects supported by the 
Soviet U nion were located in  the north , and 54 were in  the northeast.
In  his speech tided “ O n  the Ten M ajor Relationships”  in  1956, Mao
Zedong proposed that the relationship between industry in  the coastal 
regions and industry in  the interior must be correctly handled. Devel
opm ent o f the third-line 1 regions was initiated in  the mid-1960s.

A fte r reform  and opening up started in  1978, China made a series 
o f key moves such as establishing special economic zones and opening

* Part of the speech at the fifth meeting of the Commission for Finance and Economy 
under the CPC Central Committee.
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oastal cities. Since the m id- and late 1990s, w hile continuing to 
^  ourage the eastern region to take the lead in  econom ic develop
ment we have made a series o f m ajor strategic decisions, such as 
developing west China, revitalizing old industrial bases in  the north
east and other parts o f the country, and sp urring  the rise o f the

central region.
Since the 18th C P C  N a tio n a l C ongress in  2012 , the C entra l 

Committee has put forw ard new regional developm ent strategies, 
including the coordinated developm ent o f the Beijing-Tianjin-H ebei 
Region, the Yangtze R iver Econom ic Belt, the B elt and Road In itia
tive, the G uangdong-H ong Kong-M acao G reater Bay A rea, and the 
Integrated Developm ent o f the Yangtze R iver D elta. N ext, the Yellow  
River Basin wiH be put on agenda fo r ecological conservation and 
quality development in  the region.

D espite sound re g io n a l d eve lop m en t on  the w h o le , we are 
confronted w ith new issues and circumstances that deserve our atten- 

tion.
First, economic developm ent varies greatly between regions. W hile  

the Yangtze R iver D elta, the Pearl R iver D elta and other regions have 
embarked on the track o f quaHty developm ent, some northern prov
inces have slowed dow n in  grow th. A s a result, the national econom y 
has fiarther leaned towards the south. In  2018, the econom ic output 
of the north accounted for 38.5 percent o f the national total, down 
4.3 percentage poin ts from  2012 . O b v iou s  im balances also exist
within some sectors and provinces.

Second, the driving forces fo r developm ent are becom ing increas- 
ingly polarized. There is a noticeable trend o f the econom y and popu
lation concentrating in  b ig cities and city clusters, w hich enjoy grow ing  
advantages and good  prospects fo r fu rther grow th. These include  
Jnegacities such as Beijing, Shanghai, G uangzhou and Shenzhen, and 
large cities such as H angzhou, N anjing, W uhan, Zhengzhou, Chengdu 
and X i5an. They form  regional grow th poles fo r quality developm ent.

T h ird , some regions are facing difficulties in  their developm ent. 
The northeast and northw est lag behind. F rom  2012 to 2018, the
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northeast’s share o f China’s total econom ic output dropped from 8 .7

to 6.2 percent, and the num ber o f  perm anent residents decreased 
by 1.37 m illion , m ost o f w hom  were young people and those work-

ing in  high-tech industries. Some cities are ailing，especially resource-
exhausted cities and those in  traditional industrial and m ining areas.

G enerally speaking, our econom ic configuration  is undergoing 
profound change, and leading cities and city clusters are becoming the 
m ain repositories o f developm ent resources. W e m ust adapt to this 
new situation and develop new ideas fo r coordinated development 
across regions.

II. Guidelines for Coordinated Regional Developm ent

The guidelines for p rom oting coordinated, quality development 
across regions are:

• adjust and im prove regional policies in  accordance w ith the 
objective laws o f economics;

• give full play to the comparative strengths o f different regions, 
and prom ote the rational flow  and concentration o f resources;

• stim ulate in n o va tio n -d rive n  developm ent and enhance the 
dynamics for quality grow th;

• increase the econom ic and p opu lation  carry in g  capacity of 
regions w ith  developm ent edges, including leading cities and 
city clusters; and

• strengthen the capacity o f other regions for foodj eco-environmerU^ 
and border security.

O u r econom y is transitioning from  rapid grow th to quality devel
opm ent, w hich has set new requirem ents fo r coordinated region^ 
developm ent. W e cannot sim ply expect all regions to reach the same 
level o f  grow th. Instead, each region should optim ize its econ〇niic 
structure and grow th m odel in  light o f  local conditions. It  is neces
sary to have a num ber o f new grow th drivers for quality developrnent,
such as the Beijing-Tianjin-Hebei Region， the Yangtze River Delta afld

the Pearl R iver Delta in particular, and some im portant city clusters.
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Imbalances are com m on, and we should pursue a relative balance 
between regions -  this is a dialectical approach to coordinated region
al development. In  order to achieve this goal, we m ust fo llow  four 
principles:

First, we should respect the objective laws o f econom ics. It  is 
natural that industry and population gather in  regions w ith compara
tive advantages, w here city clusters em erge to serve as the m ain  
engines for grow th and higher overall efficiency o f the economy. We 
need to rem ove obstacles to the natural flow  and concentration o f  
resources, and enable the market to play the decisive role in  resource 
allocation for higher efficiency. That said, Beijing, Shanghai and other 
megacities should keep the size o f their population at a level based on  
their available resources and principal functions.

Second, we should give full play to the comparative strengths o f  
different regions. Regions w ith  conditions favorable fo r econom ic 
development should take on m ore industries and popu lation  and 
play a stronger role  in  creating econom ic value. Regions o f  eco- 
environmental im portance should be effectively protected and their 
eco-functions reinforced. For the purpose o f national security, border 
regions should enhance their capacity for developm ent so that their 
population and econom y can grow, laying the foundation for national 
unity and border stability.

Third , we should make the best use o f our territorial space. We 
need to im plem ent and im prove the strategy o f  functional zoning, 
refine the configuration o f functional zones, and form ulate and im ple
ment targeted policies for key developm ent zones, ecologically fragile 
2〇nes, and zones w ith abundant energy resources. In  so doing, we w ill 
form a rational process o f territoria l developm ent strictly based on  
^nctional zoning.

Fourth, we should guarantee peopled wellbeing. O ne basic require- 
ment o f coordinated regional developm ent is to ensure equal access 
t〇 essential public services and a balanced distribution o f infrastruc- 
^ure. We should im prove supporting policies invo lving  land, house- 
hold registration and transfer payments, enhance the carrying capacity
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o f city clusters, and prom ote the stable settlem ent o f  the migrant 
population. To help rural people setde in  urban areas, we should be 
results-oriented, do solid  w ork, and ensure that people can move 
out and settle down easily. W e need to ensure equal access to public 
services in  regions which serve the strategic functions o f security and 
eco-environm ental protection.

III. Measures for Coordinated Regional Developm ent

W e need to im prove  the m echanism  fo r coordinated regional 
developm ent and push forw ard relevant policies and measures.

F irst, we should fo rm  a un ified , open, com petitive and orderly 
national m arket for products and resources. W e should implement a 
unified negative list for market access in  all regions, eliminate discrimi
natory and hidden barriers between regional markets, break adminis
trative m onopolies, and elim inate local protectionism . In  addition to 
established policies and regulations from  the central governm ent, we 
need to com prehensively ease the conditions for granting permanent 
urban residency, im prove supporting policies, break dow n barriers 
hindering the flow  o f labor, and prom ote the optim al allocation of 
hum an resources. W e should im prove m arket integration, reinforce 
regional cooperation, and strengthen inter-regional cooperation in 
infrastructure, environm ental protection and industry.

Second, we should bring pension prem ium s under national unified 
m anagem ent as soon as possible. T h is is o f  great im portance to a 
nationw ide u n ified  m arket, fa ir com p etition  between enterprises, 
and the free flow  o f  labor. W h ile  ensuring the un ified  collection 
and allocation o f provincial funds in  2 0 2 0 , we should accelerate the
effort towards unified management o f  pension prem ium s nationwide
to ensure consistent rules across the country and m utual assistance 
between regions.

T h ird , we should reform  the land management system. W e need to 
speed up reform  in  this area and prioritize  leading cities and key city 
clusters in  the use o f land fo r construction. W ith  land use planned
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and rural land rights certified , p rovin c ia l governm ents are m ainly
responsible for managing and coordinating the land quotas for urban 
and rural construction. M ore land should be provided for the devel
opment o f regions w ith comparative strengths.

Fourth, we should im prove the system for dual control over the 
amount and intensity o f energy consum ption. This system has played 
a positive role in  energy conservation and po llu tion  prevention and 
control. How ever, m ore than 10 provinces have suggested that it is 
difficult for them to meet the targets o f energy consum ption control 
for the 13th Five-year Plan (2016-2020). This deserves careful study. 
We should give fu ll consideration to the actual conditions o f in d i
vidual regions while striving to control energy consum ption. For fast 
developing fegions where the intensity o f energy consum ption meets 
the standard, the control over the total am ount o f energy consumed 
can be relaxed appropriately.

F ifth , we should establish a com prehensive system to provide  
recompense for eco-protection. W e need to im prove the inter-regional 
mechanism under w hich eco-protectors are properly recompensed by 
the beneficiaries. W e need to im prove the vertical subsidy mechanism  
and increase transfer payments to the protection o f forests, grasslands, 
wetlands and key eco-environm ental functional zones. W e should  
also spread the X in ^n jian g  experience gained in  a p ilo t program  for 
the protection o f the river water environm ent, and encourage mutual 
recompense between the upper and lower reaches o f a river through  
nieans such as financial, industrial and personnel support. W e need 
to build a m arket-oriented, m ultidim ensional m echanism to provide  
recompense for eco-protection, and introduce a p ilot mechanism for 
realizing the value o f eco-environm ental undertakings in  the Yangtze 
River Basin.

S ixth , we should  enhance the govern m en t transfer paym ent 
system. We need to im prove the fiscal system and define a reason- 
able p rop ortion  o f central expenditure in  the overall spending on  
ec〇-environm ental protection. W e should provide effective transfer 
Payments to key eco-environmental functional zones, m ajor agricultural
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p ro d u ctio n  areas, and p o o r areas. Basic p u b lic  services must be 

provided to residents where they live. To facilitate the flow  o f labor 
across the country, we need to use inform ation technology to build an 
accessible and efficient public service platform .

IV. Comprehensive Revitalization o f the Northeast

The northeast is an im portant industrial and agricultural base in 
our country. I t  has a strategic bearing on national defense, and on 
food, eco-environm ental, energy and industrial security. Since the 18th 
CPC N ational Congress, I  have made five field trips to the northeast 
and held two meetings there. In  the next step, especially during the 
14th Five-year Plan period  (2021-2025), we w ill take new strategic 
measures to prom ote the comprehensive revitalization o f the north
east.

T h e  northeast has go od  foundations fo r a m odern  economy. 
Com prehensive revitalization does not mean g iv ing  undue support 
to declin ing industries and enterprises. Rather, it means effectively 
integrating resources and adjusting the economy, so as to form  a new 
industrial structure that facilitates balanced developm ent. Through  
im p ro v in g  its weak points and tapping its strengths, the northeast 
should carry out technological transform ation in  the traditional manu
facturing industry, develop new technologies, n tw  industries and new 
form s o f  business, and cultivate new grow th areas such as care for 
the elderly, tourism  and entertainm ent. The region should promote 
the transform ation o f resource-exhausted areas, speed up the cultiva
tion o f alternative industries, and extend the industrial chain. We will 
increase investment in  innovation to provide new impetus for indus- 
trial diversification.

T he state-owned sector accounts fo r a large p ro p o rtio n  o f the 
econom y in  the northeast. W e should speed up reform  o f state-owned 
enterprises to give them  a boost. W e need to create a new frontier 
o f opening up and attract m ore m ultinational com panies to invest 
in  the northeast. The central governm ent can provide preferential

policies to this end, but it is m ore im portant fo r the northeast to 
change its m indset and forge ahead boldly. The region should acceler
ate the transform ation o f governm ent functions, substantially reduce 
direct resource allocation by the governm ent, strengthen supervi
sion and follow -up, and create conditions fo r m arket developm ent. 
It should support the grow th  o f  both  local businesses and busi
nesses from  elsewhere, and encourage entrepreneurship. A  capable 
workforce is key to revitalization. W e need to take measures to make 
Shenyang, D a lian , C hangchun, H arb in  and other im portant cities 
more attractive to investment and business. W e should give incentives 
to good officials, take the right approach to appointing officials, and 
provide a platform  for responsible and competent officials to do their 
job well and get rewarded.
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Notes

1 In  the early 1960s, to prepare for the possibility o f war, the CPC Central Com 
mittee under the leadership o f Mao Zedong decided to classify the provinces and 
regions o f the country into first, second and third lines in  accordance with their 
strategic importance. The first line represented the strategic front, the third line the 
strategic rear and the second line the areas in between.
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Constitutional Safeguards for Chinese Socialism 
in the New Era*

January 19, 2018

Since the 18th CPC N ational Congress in  2 0 1 2 ,1 have emphasized 
on many occasions that comprehensively im plem enting the Constitu
tion is the prim ary and basic task for governing the country in  accor
dance with the law and building China into a socialist country under 
the rule o f law. W e place the im plem entation o f the Constitution at 
a prominent position in  com prehensive law-based governance, and 
have taken effective measures to strengthen oversight o f the process 
of implementation to ensure that it complies w ith the terms o f the 
Constitution, and to uphold the authority o f the C onstitution  and 
the law. In  2014, to im plem ent the decisions o f the Fourth Plenary 
Session o f the 18th C P C  C entral C om m ittee, the N P C  Standing  
Committee designated Decem ber 4 as China^ Constitution Day. Since 
then we have celebrated four Constitution Days, w hich we have used 
to promote the Constitution throughout society.

In  2015, the N P C  Standing C om m ittee decided that all those 
elected o r appointed to public  office by peopled congresses at all 
levels o r by the stand ing com m ittees o f  p eop le ’s congresses at 
and above county level, and all those appointed to public office by 
peopled governm ents, courts and procuratorates at all levels, must 
publicly pledge allegiance to the Constitution on assuming office. The  
goal is to inspire civil servants to observe, safeguard, and give their 
^egiance to the Gonstitution. TThat same year, in  accordance w ith the 
Constitution, the N P C  Standing Com m ittee adopted the decision to

* Part o f the speech at the second full assembly o f the Second Plenary Session o f the 
19th CPC Central Com m ittee.
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grant pardons to certain categories o f  prisoner, fo r which I  signed 
the order. This was the first such occasion in  China since the begin
ning o f reform  and opening up in  1978, and was therefore o f great 
political and legal significance. In  2016, the N P C  Standing Commit
tee, in  accordance w ith  the C o n stitu tion  and relevant laws, took 
prom pt and proper actions to deal w ith the election fraud in Liaoning 
Province, w orking  resolutely to uphold  the authority and sanctity 
o f the system o f  peopled congresses. A lso  in  2016, exercising the 
pow er granted by the C onstitution and the Basic Law o f the Hong 
K on g  Special Adm inistrative Region, the N P C  Standing Committee 
issued a convincing interpretation o f A rtic le  104 o f the Basic Law, 
m aking clear the resolution o f the central authorities in  implementing 
the principle o f one country, two systems,? and their firm  stance in 
opposing “H ong K on g independence” .

In  2017 , the N P C  Standing C om m ittee adopted the National 
Anthem  Law o f the Peopled Republic o f China, which, together with 
the National Flag Law and the National Bm blem  Law, institutionalized 
these national symbols as stipulated by the Constitution. Recendy, the 
N P C  Standing Committee ratified an agreement on establishing a one- 
stop checkpoint at the W est K ow loon  term inus o f the Guangzhou- 
Shenzhen-H ong K on g  Express R ail L in k  between H on g  K on g and 
the m ainland, confirm ing that the arrangem ent com plies w ith both 
the Constitution and the Basic Law o f H ong K on g.

W e are im p ro v in g  the system fo r docum enting and reviewing 
regulations, rules, judicial interpretations, and other norm ative docu
ments. W e have established m echanisms fo r coord ination  between 
Party comm ittees, people’s congresses, governm ents, and the armed 
forces, and stepped up w ork on the process fo r docum entation and 
review. W e have ensured that all norm ative docum ents are filed for 
record and examined, and mistakes, if  any, are rectified.

'Laws should be made based on the developments o f the times, 
and rituals should be instituted to meet specific needs.’’1 O ne o f the 
im portant considerations o f the CPC Central Com m ittee in  propos
ing revisions to the C onstitution is the need to continue reform  of
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the national supervision system as a m ajor measure fo r the political
efo r m  launched and prom oted by the Central Com m ittee. It  requires

us to make significant adjustments and im provem ents to the top-level 
design o f 〇ur state institutions, w hich in  turn necessitates revisions to 
the Constitution.

After pilot reform  program s had been proposed by the Central 
Committee, the N P C  Standing Com m ittee decided in  2016 that they 
would first be piloted in  Beijing and the two provinces o f Shanxi and 
Zhejiang, and it decided in  2017 that the reform  w ould be extended 
to the rest o f the country. M eanwhile, the N P C  Standing Com m it-
tee was actively preparing for and driving forw ard national legislation.
Currently we are advancing legislation on revisions to the Constitu
tion and national supervision , and the drafts w ill be subm itted in  
accordance w ith statutory procedures to the 13th N P C  for delibera
tion. G iven the progress in  reform ing the supervision system, we have 
properly coordinated endeavors to continue reform  and prom ote the 
rule o f law, and met the requirem ent that all m ajor reform  measures 
must be law-based, thereby highlighting the P a rty g o v e rn in g  prin-
ciple that it must act: w ithin the confines o f the Constitution and the

The Constitution embodies the common will and aspiration o f the
CPC and the people and is the highest expression o f state w ill. The  
law is what the state relies on to gain popular trust/52 The Constitu
tion is what the state relies on to gain the greatest popular trust. To
make laws，we must emphasize the spirit o f scientific inquiry and fully
understand and consciously apply this truth. In  K a rl M arx s w ords, 
c<The legislator . . .  should regard him self as a naturalist. H e does not 
^ake  the laws, he does not invent them , he on ly form ulates them , 
expressing in  conscious, positive laws the inner laws o f spiritual rela- 
tions.,?3 Form ulating and revising the Constitution is the m ost im por
tant political and legislative activity in  all countries, and it m ust be 
conducted in  a serious and scientific manner. W hen presiding over the 
drafting o f the first Constitution o f the PRC in  1954, M ao Zedong
stated，“Creating a constitution is a matter o f science.’’4 Elsewhere he
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observed, £<The Constitution was drafted prudently, and every sin A

article o r te rm  w as w o rd e d  w ith  d e lib e m tio n .” 5 This should also
to the current revisions to the C onstitution.

T h e  C en tra l C o m m itte e ’s p r o p o s e d  rev is io n s  are  based  on thor
ough consideration and com prehensive analysis. T hey serve three 
goals, subject to the conditions o f m aintaining the continuity, consis
t e n t  and authority o f the C onstitution. The first is to better embody 
the w ill o f  the people. The second is to better reflect the strengths of 
sociaUsm w ith Chinese characteristics. T h e  third is to better extend the 
Party^ capacity in  long-term  governance, in  im plem enting compre
hensive law-based governance, and in  m odernizing China^ system and 
capacity for governance, so as to provide the constitutional guarantee 
for upholding and developing Chinese socialism  in  the new era.

Based on opinions solicited w ith in  the Party and beyond, we can 
see that there is a strong consensus on  the revisions to the Constitu
tion, and the proposal enjoys universal support am ong Party members. 
We believe that the general public w ill share this view. We can there
fore conclude that the C entral C om m ittee^ proposal to revise the 
C onstitution is absolutely right and necessary. I t  is o f great signifi
cance in  ensuring that the C onstitution is always aligned as closely as 
possible w ith our national conditions and the demands o f the times.

Notes

1 Strategies of the States {Zhan Guo Ce).

W u J in g : Governance of the Zhenguan Period {Zhen Guan Zheng Yao).

3 K a r l M a rx : uT h e  D iv o rc e  B m ,,) Kar/M arx (& Frederick Engels: Collected Works, 
V o l. 1, E ng . ed., P rogress P u b lish e rs , M osco w , 1979, p. 308.

4 M ao  Z e d o n g : ^ O n  the  D ra ft C o n s titu tio n  o f  th e  P eop led  R e p u b lic  o f  C h m a f\  

Collected Works o f Mao Zedong, V o l. V I,  C h in , e d . P eop led  P u b lis h in g  H ouse , Beijing, 

1999, p . 330.

A n  e x c e rp t fro m  th e  speech m ade b y  M a o  Z e d o n g  w h e n  p re s id in g  over a 

m e e tin g  o f  th e  C e n tra l P eop led G o v e rn m e n t C o u n c il o n  S eptem ber 14, 1954. See 

Chronicle of Mao Zedong {1949-1976), V o l. I I ,  C h in , e d . C e n tra l P a rty  L ite ra tu re  Pub- 

H shing H ouse , B e ijin g , 2013, p. 281.

Advance the Rule of Law Under 
Chinese Socialism*

August 24y 2018

Since the 18th C P C  N a tio n a l C ongress in  2 0 12 , the C entra l 
Committee has made a series o f m ajor decisions and w orked out a 
chain o f m ajor measures on law-based governance. T o  further the 
cause o f our Party and state, we have strengthened legislation in  
key areas and im proved our socialist legal system w ith  distinctive  
Chinese features. U pholding Constitution-based governance, we have 
amended the C onstitution as required by the tim es, designated the 
national Constitution Day, and established the institution o f pledg
ing allegiance to the C onstitution. In  addition, the oversight o f the 
im plem entation o f the C o n stitu tio n  has been strengthened. W e 
have advanced law-based governm ent, substantially reduced items 
for adm inistrative approval, com pletely ruled out exam ination and 
approval fo r non-adm inistrative licenses, and introduced a pow er 
list, a negative list and a responsibility list for governm ents at various 
levels, so as to regulate the exercise o f executive power and see that 
law is enforced in a strict, procedure-based, im partial and non-abusive 
way. We are resolutely carrying forw ard reform  in  the dom ain o f rule 
of law, prom oting the adoption o f judicial accountability, personnel 
quota systems and reform  measures to establish a crim inal litigation  
system centering on trials. W e have abolished the system o f reeduca
tion through labor and rectified a batch o f cases in vo lv in g  serious 
nuscarriages o f justice. Therefore our judicial perform ance, efficiency 
and credibility have im proved remarkably. W e regard our efforts to

* Part o f the speech at the first m eeting o f the Com m ission for Law-based Governance 
^ d e r  the CPC Central Com m ittee.
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carry out basic legal education am ong the people and to encour 
them to abide by the law as fundam ental tasks o f law-based g〇Vet 
nance. W e have carried out a responsibility program  in which state 
law  enforcem ent departm ents are responsib le fo r strengthening 
pubUc legal awareness. W e have incorporated education on the rule 
o f law into  the national education system. A s a result, public aware
ness o f the rule o f law has been noticeably enhanced. W e are raising 
the competence o f those responsible fo r im plem enting the rule of 
law. W e are developing a w orkforce o f  legal service professionals and 
strengthening legal education and the training o f  legal personnel. We 
have kept our com m itm ent to law-based governance, developing and 
im provin g  Party rules and regulations, pushing forw ard the reform 
o f the national supervision system, punishing corruption  and crimes 
in  accordance w ith the law, and exercising full and strict governance 
over our Party. A s a result, remarkable results have been achieved in 
all those areas.

Since the 18th C P C  N a tio n a l Congress in  2012 , we have put 
forw ard new concepts, new thinking and new strategies on law-based 
governance and defined the guiding philosophy, developm ent path, 
w ork p lan and key tasks o f  law-based governance, w hich can be 
sum m arized in  the follow ing ten principles:

F irst, strengthen the C P C Js leadership role in  law-based gover
nance. Leadership by the C P C  is the m ost fundam ental guarantee 
fo r socialist rule o f law. In  absolutely no way does the rule o f law 
am ount to weakening the leadership o f the CPC. Instead, it is meant 
to strengthen and im p rove  its leadersh ip, constantly enhance its 
capacity and perform ance in  law-based governance, and bolster its 
position  as the governing party. W e m ust ensure the Party^ leader
ship over legislation, its guarantee o f  law enforcem ent, its support for 
judicial justice, and its exem plary role in  abiding by the law. We must 
im prove the institutions and mechanisms by which our Party plays its 
leadership role in  law-based governance. We must turn the views of 
our Party into the w ill and laws o f the state through legal procedures, 
ensure effective im plem entation o f  our Party’s policies through the
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law and ensure that we are on the right track in  exercising law-based

governance. . ,
Second, uphold the principle that the people enjoy the principal 

status in our society. W e must develop the rule o f law for the people 
and rely on them , and it m ust benefit and protect them . W e must 
uphold social equity and justice, w hich is the goal o f the rule o f law, 
and make sure that the people can see that equity and justice are 
served in every law, every law enforcem ent action, and every judicial 
case. In  the w hole process o f  ou r law-based governance we m ust 
represent the peopled interests, reflect the ir w ishes, protect their 
rights and interests, and im prove their wellbeing. W e must ensure that 
the people, under the leadership o f the CPC , are able to adm inister 
state affairs and manage econom ic, cultural and social affairs through  
various channels and in  various ways as provided by law.

T hird , uphold socialist rule o f law w ith  Chinese characteristics.
In advancing law-based governance，we must take the right: path. We
need to bear in m ind our ow n national context and realities and take a 
path o f rule o f law best suited to our own specific conditions. Under 
no circumstance should we im itate the models and practices o f other 
countries or adopt the W estern models o f ^constitutionalism  , sepa
ration o f powers,J, and ''judicial independence55.

Fourth, develop a system o f socialist rule o f law w ith  Chinese 
characteristics. Such a system is a legal m anifestation o f the Chinese 
socialist system. W e m ust focus on our goal o f b u ild in g  socialist 
rule o f law w ith Chinese characteristics and w ork hard to establish 
a complete system o f laws, a highly effective enforcem ent system, a 
stringent scrutiny system, effective supporting measures, and a sound 
system o f Party regulations, thereby constantly breaking new ground  
in law-based governance.

F ifth , push forw ard coordinated progress in  law-based gover
nance, exercise o f state power, and governm ent adm inistration, and 
promote the integrated developm ent o f the rule o f law for the coun
ty , the governm ent, and society. Com prehensive law-based gover
nance is a great systematic endeavor. Therefore, we must take many
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factors in to  consideration, identify priorities, and formulate inte 
plans. W e must pursue it in  a m ore systematic, holistic and c〇〇r̂ ^  
ed way. Law-based governance, exercise o f state power and e〇v
m ent adm inistration fo rm  an indivisible w hole, the key to 
that the CPC must keep its com m itm ent to law-based g o v e r n a n c e  a n d  

that governm ents at aU levels must adm inister in  accordance with the 

law. A  law-based country, governm ent, and society each have their

ow n areas o f  f〇cus，allow ing them  to exert a m utually reinforcing
effect on one another. A  law-based country is the goal o f developing 
the rule o f law; a law-based governm ent is the m ain force in building 
a law-based country; a law-based society is the foundation for building 
a law-based country. W e must be adept at using institutions and laws 
to govern our country and im prove our capacity fo r well-conceived, 
dem ocratic and law-based governance.

S ixth , govern  the country and exercise state pow er within the 
fram ew ork o f the C onstitution. In  pursuing law-based governance, 
we m ust first uphold Constitution-based governance; in  pursuing law- 
based exercise o f state pow er, we m ust first uphold  Constitution- 
based exercise o f state power. The CPC leads the people in enacting 
and enforcing the C onstitution and the law, and it m ust confine its 
activities to the areas prescribed by the Constitution and the law. All
individuals, organizations and state organs must regard the Constitu
tion and the law as their code o f  conduct, and exercise powers, enjoy
rights, perform  duties, and fu lfill obligations accordingly. They will not 
be perm itted to enjoy any special privilege that places them above the 
Constitution and the law, and all acts in  violation o f the Constitution
or the law must be punished.

Seventh, ensure sound lawm aking, strict law enforcem ent, impar
tial adm inistration o f justice, and the observance o f  law  by all. To 
solve the prom inent conflicts and problem s in  devising, enforcing, 
applying and observing the law, we m ust resolutely advance reform  in 
the dom ain o f law-based governance. W e must focus on the key areas 
o f law-based governance and im prove the legislative system and the 
quality o f  〇ur legislation. W e m ust prom ote strict law enforcement,
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blish an effic ient system , im prove  adm inistrative procedures, 
CŜ  im plem ent adm inistrative accountability. W e must support 

lawful and independent functioning o f judicial organs and make 
better institutional arrangements for the exercise o f judicial power in  
which the division o f powers is both com plem entary and mutuaHy 
restrictive. We must make greater efforts to raise pubUc legal aware
ness and create an environm ent fo r the rule o f law in  w hich all o f our 
people work in accordance w ith the law, look to the law when running  
into problems, and rely on the law to resolve problem s and conflicts.

E ighth, p rop erly  handle the dialectical re lationships concern
ing law-based governance. In  im plem enting law-based governance, 
we must correcdy deal w ith  the relationships between leadership by 
the Party and the rule o f law, between reform  and the rule o f law, 
between the rule o f law and the rule o f virtue, and between law-based 
governance and rule-based Party discipUne. SociaUst rule o f law must 
uphold CPC leadership, whUe C P C  leadership m ust rely on social
ist rule o f law. Reform  and the rule o f law are like the two wings o f  
a bird or the two wheels o f a cart. W e must prom ote reform  under 
the rule o f law and im prove the rule o f law in  the process o f reform .
We must integrate the rule of law w ith the rule o f virtue so that they

complement and reinforce each other. W e m ust b rin g  into  play the 
complementary roles o f law-based governance and rule-based Party 
discipline, and ensure that the CPC governs the country in  accordance 
with the C onstitution and the law, and govern and discipline itself
strictly w ith Party rules and regulations.

N in th , develop a contingent o f high-caUber legal personnel w ith 
moral integrity and professional competence. To advance law-based 
governance, we m ust tra in  legal professionals devoted to socialist 
rule o f law and loyal to the Party, the country, the people and the law. 
We m ust strengthen education in  our ideals and convictions, carry 
out in-depth education on the core socialist values and the socialist 
concept o f law-based governance, and enable judicial personnel to 
be m ore consistent, specialized and professional in  their conduct. We 
must stick to our goal o f legal education to foster virtuous speciaUsts
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w ho are moraUy and p ro fe s s io n %  strong. We must be in n o v a tiv e  • 

training legal talent and cultivate a large num ber o f legal pfofessionaU 
o f high caliber and their successors.

Tenth, make sure that leading officials, though small in num ber  

play a key role in  im plem enting the rule o f law. It  is leading offic ijj 
w ho exercise the ruUng pow er o f  the Party and the legislative, adm in 

istrative, supervisory and judicial powers o f the state. Therefore, they 
are key to law-based governance. They m ust set a good e x a m p le  in 

upholding the law and treating it w ith respect, in  understanding and 

having a good mastery o f  the law, in  observing the law and d efe n d 

ing the rule o f law, and in  applying the law and w orking in  a cco rd a n ce  

w ith the law. They m ust strive to become m ore adept at using law- 
based thinking and approaches to carry out reform , prom ote develop
m ent, resolve problem s, and m aintain stability. They must provide the 

example whereby the w hole o f society upholds, studies, observes and  

appliesthelaw .
These new concepts, thinking and strategies are the latest achieve

m ents in  adapting M arxism  to the Chinese context. They provide 
fundamental principles fo r us in  im plem enting law-based governance. 
Thus we m ust uphold  them  on a long-term  basis and constantly 
enrich and develop them.

Protect and Promote Human Rights 
in the Chinese Context*

December 10, 2018

The Universal Declaration o f Hum an Rights is a significant docu- 
ment in the h isto ry o f hum anity, w hich has p ro fou n d ly  im pacted  
progress in human rights around the w orld. Together w ith the peoples 
of other countries, and based on the com m on values o f hum anity -  
peace, development, equity, justice, democracy and freedom  -  China
is committed to safeguarding hum an dignity and rights, and prom ot-

ing fairer, m ore equitable and inclusive global governance o f human 
rights, so as to bvdld a global com m unity o f shared future and strive 
for a better w orld.

The ultim ate hum an righ t is that people can lead a happy life. 
Since the first day o f its founding in 1921, the CPC has fully com m it
ted itself to the weHbeing o f the Chinese people and hum an develop
ment. D uring the 70 years since the founding o f the Peopled Republic 
in 1949, and in particular the 40 years since the launch o f reform  and 
opening up in  1978, the Chinese nation has achieved a tremendous 
transform ation: It  has stood up, becom e better o ff  and grow n in
strength. T h is  a ch ie v em en t can  be summed up as im proving the living

standards o f all Chinese people.
The tim es are m ovin g  forw ard , and hum an rights are m aking  

progress. C om bin ing  the princip le  o f universal hum an rights w ith  
the reaHty o f m odern times, China remains com m itted to a path for 
human rights that accords w ith its prevailing conditions. Adhering to 
a people-centered vis ion , China takes the rights to subsistence and

* M ain points o f the congratulatory letter to a forum  m arking the 70th anniversary o f  

Universal Declaration o f Hum an Rights.
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developm ent as the prim ary and basic human rights, works f〇r 
nated progress in  econom ic, poUtical, social, cultural and e n v iro n ^ '

^ p T e n  "  ^ £85 ^  jUStiCe> ^  ~  ^

Chinese researchers on hum an rights need to advance with 
dmes, m aintain the right orientation, break new ground Z  m ：

L r n~ ibution to cuiturai diversity and the ̂I〇b；1— 〇；

Enhance Local Legislation and Supervision*

Ju lj2019

Setting up a standing com m ittee for each local peopled congress 
at or above the county level represents a significant im provem ent to 
the people’s congress system. C om m itted to the integration o f the 
Party’s leadership，the people’s position as masters o f the country, and 
law-based governance，local people’s congresses and their standing
committees have fulfilled their duties, shown enterprise, and made a 
great contribution to the reform , developm ent and stability o f their 
respective areas over the past four decades.

H ow ever, new tasks fo r the new era im pose new and h igher 
requirements upon the w ork o f people’s congresses. Local people’s 
congresses and their standing committees need to fu lfill their duties in  
line with the Party Central Com m ittee^ requirements fo r the w ork o f  
peopled congresses and the decisions and plans made by local Party 
committees fo r im plem enting the Central Com m ittee’s policies and 
strategies. These include taking an innovative approach to their w ork 
in legislation and supervision, in  accordance w ith their respective local 
conditions, so as to facilitate econom ic and social developm ent and 
the com pletion o f reform  tasks. They should conscientiously follow  
the leadership o f  local Party com m ittees at their respective levels. 
They need to maintain close ties w ith the people and give better play 
to the role o f deputies to the people’s congresses，w ho should be 
familiar w ith the true situation o f local people, solicit their opinions, 
garner their ideas, safeguard their rights and interests through the rule 
of law, and im prove their wellbeing. The deputies also need to achieve

* Main points of the directive on the work of local people’s congresses and their stand-

mg committees.
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self-im provem ent, in  o rd er to increase their ab ility  to fu lfill their 
duties in  accordance w ith the law, and im prove the efficiency o f their 
w ork. Consolidate Socialist Consultative Democracy*

September 20, 2019

The Chinese Peopled Political Consultative Conference (CPPCC) 
is a great achievement o f the CPC in  com bining the M arxist-Leninist 
theories o f the united fron t, po litical parties, and dem ocratic p o li
tics with the conditions in  China. It  is an innovative political system 
involving political parties, prom inent individuals w ithout any party 
affiliation, peopled organizations, and people from  all walks o f life  
and all ethnic groups under the leadership o f the CPC. For 70 years 
the CPPCC has been dedicated to the two m ajor themes o f unity  
and democracy. It  has served as a support to the central tasks o f the 
Party and the state, and played a significant role in  founding the PRC  
and in each historical period o f socialist revolution, developm ent and 
reform.

The First Plenary Session o f the CPPCC exercised the functions 
and powers o f the later N ational Peopled Congress (NPC) and made 
comprehensive preparations for the founding o f the PRC. The meet
ing adopted the C om m on Program  o f the C P P C C , which served as 
A e provisional C onstitution , the O rgan ic Law  o f the C PPC C , and 
the Organic Law o f the Central People’s G overnm ent o f the People’s 
Republic o f China. The meeting also issued resolutions on the capital， 
Ae national flag and anthem , and the system o f chronology o f the 
PRC, and elected the C P P C C  N ational Com m ittee and the Central 
Peopled G overnm ent C ouncil. This marked the form al establishment 
°f the CPPCC system. A fte r the founding o f the PRC, the CPPCC  
made a great contribution  to restoring and developing the national

* Part o f the speech at the Central Conference on the C P P C C ^ W ork m arking the 70th  
atlniversary o f the organi2 ation.
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economy, consolidating the nascent peopled political power, complet
ing  the socialist revo lu tion , establishing the basic socialist system  

and building socialism. A fte r the N P C  was inaugurated in  1954, the 
CPPCC continued to play an im portant role in  the country^ political 
and social affairs.

In  1978, the T h ird  P lenary Session o f  the 11th C P C  Central 
C om m ittee was held, and the C P P C C  entered a new stage in its 
developm ent. The C entral C om m ittee fu rther clarified the nature, 
tasks, themes, and functions o f the CPPCC, had the nature and role 
o f the C PPC C  enshrined in  the Constitution, and established multi
party cooperation and political consultation under the leadership of 
the CPC as China’s basic political system. The CPPCC implemented 
the P a rty th e o rie s , lines, principles and policies, and worked hard to 
m obilize all resources, unite all available forces, and make important 
contributions to reform , opening up and socialist m odernization.

Socialism w ith Chinese characteristics has now  entered a new era, 
and the CPC Central Com m ittee has made a series o f m ajor plans for 
the CPPCC. The CPPCC im plem ents the Thought on Socialism with 
Chinese Characteristics for a N ew  E ra , remains true to its nature and 
role, focuses on advancing the Five-sphere Integrated Plan and the 
Four-pronged Com prehensive Strategy, and works wholeheartedly to 
achieve our Two Centenary Goals and realize the Chinese Dream  of 
national rejuvenation. It  has rallied strength fo r the developm ent of 
the Party and the country, and broken new ground for its ow n under
takings.

Since the 18th C P C  N ationa l Congress, b u ild in g  on  our expe
rience, we have put forw ard a series o f new requirem ents fo r the 
CPPCC, m ainly as regards the follow ing:

First, the PartyJs leadership over the CPPCC should be strength
ened. The PartyJs leadership is supported by the Chinese people from  
all political parties, peopled organizations, ethnic groups, social strata, 
and all walks o f life. It  is the founding principle o f the CPPCC and 
the fundamental guarantee for its progress. The CPPCC should always 
fo llow  the P arty^ leadership, and earnestly im plem ent the require
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ments o f the CPC Central Com m ittee.
Second, the C PPC C  should always be clear about its nature and 

role. As an organization fo r m aintaining the united front, an institu
tion for m ultiparty cooperation and political consultation, and a m ajor 
form through w hich peopled dem ocracy is practiced, the CPPCC is 
an im portant channel and specialized body fo r socialist consultative
democracy and an im portant part o f the state governance system. It  is
an institution w ith Chinese characteristics. The CPPCC should remain 
true to its nature and role and unsw ervingly take the path o f socialist 
political developm ent w ith Chinese characteristics.

T h ird，the CPPCC should give full play to its role as a specialized 
consultative body. Consultative democracy is an im portant way for the 
Party to exercise its leadership. It  is a unique fo rm  and a distinctive 
strength o f ChinaJs socialist democracy. The C P P C C  should uphold  
consultative dem ocracy in  perform ing its duties. I t  should integrate
efforts to prom ote dem ocracy and enhance un ity w hile w orking to
offer suggestions on state affairs and build consensus. It  should also 
carry out democratic scrutiny over the im plem entation o f im portant 
decisions and plans made by the Party and the state.

Fourth , the C P P C C  should support and help im prove C h ina^  
political party system. T he system o f m ultiparty cooperation and 
political consultation under the leadership o f the CPC is China^ basic 
political system and a new m odel that has grow n out o f the soil o f  
China. The CPPCC should create conditions fo r other political parties 
and prom inent individuals w ithout any party affiliation to play a better 
r〇le in  this regard.

F ifth , the C P P C C  should  gather extensive su pport and p o o l 
strength. It  should perform  its role as an organization for m aintaining 
A e united front, prom ote solidarity and unity, balance com m onality 
and diversity, consolidate the com m on theoretical and political foun
dation, strengthen political guidance, and build consensus. It  should 
strive to seek the greatest com m on ground, draw the widest possible 
delusive circle, and create a pow erful driving force fo r national reju- 
venation.
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Sixth, the CPPCC should focus on the central tasks o f the Party 
and the state w hile fu lfillin g  its responsibilities. It  should direct its 
efforts towards achieving the first o f  the Two Centenary Goals before 
m oving on towards the second, and give priority to addressing unbal

anced and inadequate developm ent. M indful o f the general picture 
it should target key issues, weaknesses, and shortcom ings, conduct 

in -d ep th  consultations on  state a ffa irs , strengthen scrutiny, and 
prom ote im plem entation.

Seventh, the CPPCC should uphold the principle o f serving the 
people. It  should focus on fu lfilling the peopled desire fo r a better life 
and im proving their living standards. It  should listen to public appeals, 
reflect public aspirations, and tackle practical problem s concerning 
people s daily lives, so as to assist the Party and the governm ent in 
im proving the wellbeing o f the people.

E ighth , the CPPCC should im prove its ability to perform  its duties 
in  the spirit o f  reform  and innovation. It  should become m ore capa
ble o f developing its political acumen, conducting research, maintain
ing contact w ith the people, and w orking collaboratively. The CPPCC 
should strengthen the ranks o f its members and help them learn more 
about the organization, be m ore adept at conducting consultations 
and discussing state affairs, observe discipline, abide by the rules, and 
act w ith m oral integrity.

Practice over the past 70 years has proved that the CPPCC system 
has m any unique strengths. M arx and Engels said, c<W hat is democ- 
racy? It  must have a meaning, o r it w ould not exist. It  is all a matter, 
then, o f finding the true m eaning o f democracy.’’1 There are diverse 
ways to realize democracy, so we m ust not be confined to just one 
particular rigid m odel. Experience has shown that C hina^ m odel o f 
dem ocracy is workable and effective in  the country. In  this new era, 
we m ust adhere to the C P P C C  system, cham pion the cause o f the 
CPPCC, carry out the w ork related to the united front w ith a strong 
sense o f responsibility, and unite m ore people around the Party.

Today^ w orld is undergoing a scale o f change unseen in  a century, 
and we are now  in  a critical phase o f  realizing the rejuvenation o f
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the Chinese nation. The closer we get to the goal, the m ore com plex 
the situation becomes, the m ore arduous the task is, and the m ore 
we should give play to the political strengths o f the leadership o f the 
CPC and the institutional strengths o f socialism w ith Chinese charac
teristics. We must pool w isdom  and strength to forge a strong synergy 
with w hich the Chinese people at hom e and abroad focus the ir 
thoughts and efforts towards the same goal.

In  the current era, the overall requirements for strengthening and 
improving the w ork o f the CPPCC are:

• enhance the F our Consciousnesses, bo lster the Four-sphere  
Confidence, and remain com m itted to the Tw o U pholds under 
the guidance o f the Thought on Socialism w ith Chinese Char- 
acteristics for a N ew  Era;

• make upholding and developing socialism w ith Chinese charac
teristics the goal o f consolidating the com m on theoretical and 
political foundation, make serving the Tw o Centenary G oals  
its m ain focus, and take strengthening theoretical and political 
guidance and building extensive consensus as the central task,

• cham pion the two m ajor themes o f unity and dem ocracy and 
forge effective consensus by enhancing the C PPC C  s capacity 
for political consultation, democratic scrutiny, and participation  
in the deliberation and adm inistration o f state affairs;

• shoulder the politica l responsibility o f carrying out the CPC  
Central C om m ittee^ decisions as w ell as its requirem ents for 
the CPPCC, and bring together the w isdom  and strength o f the 
Chinese people at hom e and abroad; and

• contribute to the in itiatives o f securing a decisive v ic to ry  in  
building a m oderately prosperous society in  all respects and o f  
m aking all-round efforts to build a great m odern socialist coun- 

try.
In  particular, the CPPCC should do the follow ing well, now and in  

the future:
First, the C PPC C  should make the m ost o f its role as a special

ized consultative body. I  have said that under China s socialist system,
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whenever a problem  crops up, we should turn to deliberation first 
Matters involving many people are discussed by all those involved* to 
reach the greatest com m on ground on the wishes and needs o f the

whole of society is the essence of people’s democracy. Consultative
dem ocracy is an im portant mechanism through which the Party can 
lead the people in  effectively governing the country and ensure that 
the people are the masters o f  the country. It  complements electoral 
democracy. In  its consultations, the CPPCC prom otes extensive unity, 
advances m ultiparty cooperation, and practices peopled democracy, 
w hich is in  line w ith our historical traditions and reflects the features 
o f our time. This fully embodies the characteristics and strengths of 
our socialist dem ocracy in  settling differences, solving problems and 
reaching consensus through consultation.

Being open to different opinions, better still, taking criticism  with 
courage and m aking im provem ents accordingly are signs o f  confi
dence and strength. W e should develop socialist consultative democ
racy, make good use o f dem ocratic centralism, carry forward the fine 
tradition o f  “ unity -  criticism  -  unity’’，draw on collective wisdom, 
and prom ote full expression and in-depth exchange o f different ideas 
and view points. W e should respect each other, consult on an equal 
footing , fo llow  the rules, ho ld  orderly discussions, be inclusive and 
tolerant, and negotiate in  good faith. In  this way, we can cultivate a 
good environm ent fo r consultation in  w hich5 everyone can express 
their ow n views freely, rationally and in  accordance w ith the law and 
rules. W e m ust let them  voice their opinions and criticism , as long 
as the Party’s underlying theories，basic guidelines and fundamental 
principles are upheld. Even if  their comments are harsh and sharp, we 
should be glad to hear them, so that we can correct our mistakes if  we 
have made any and guard against them if  we have not.

To ensure that the C PPC C  plays its role as a specialized consulta
tive body, we need to im prove the relevant systems and mechanisms. 
W e should stick to the system in  w hich the Party com m ittee works 
w ith the governm ent and the C P P C C  to form ulate annual consul
tation  plans and im p rove  the m echanism  to ensure consultation
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before and during decision-m aking. O n ly  after due deUberation by 
, CPPCC can the matters defined as requiring consultation in the 
annual plan be subm itted fo r decision-m aking and then acted on.
The scope o f participants fo r consultation, the principles o f discus^ 
sion, the basic procedures, and the m ode o f com m unication should

be clearly prescribed. . . ,
Second, the C P P C C  should strengthen theoretical and politica

guidance arid build extensive consensus. M ao Zedong said that politics 
meant making m ore people support us and fewer people oppose us. 
This is the key to the Party's success in  leading revolution, econom ic 
development, and reform . In  the new era, to m ove forw ard, we must 
enhance the un ity of people of aU ethnic groups and m obilize  all

resources. ,
This requires theoretical guidance and consensus. T he L I 1

should, by w orking effectively, becom e an im portant p la tform  fo r 
upholding and strengthening the Party's leadership, fo r uniting an 
guiding representatives from  aU sectors o f society and ethmc groups 
with the Party's innovative theories, and fo r reso lving  differences 
and conflicts and buUding consensus on the basis o f shared p o liti
cal ideals. W e should guide the poUtical parties, organizations, and 
prom inent figures participating in  the C P P C C  to thoroughly study 
the Party's theories, current affairs and poUcies, and the h istory o f  
the CPC, the P R C , the united front, and the C PPC C , so that they 
develop an accurate understanding o f h istory and a broad vision.

To strengthen theoretical and poHtical guidance, we must correedy 
handle the re lationsh ip  betw een com m onality  and diversity. T he  
form er means a shared theoretical and poUtical foundation, whereas 
the latter is ind icative  o f  diverse interests and ideas. W e should  
achieve commonaUty whUe respecting diversity and avoid an overem 
phasis on uniform ity. W e should stay attuned to the current thinking  
and poUtical trends w ith in  the united fro n t, strengthen theoreucal 
and political guidance on sensitive issues, issues that pose risks, an 
issues o f broad concern, and com bine this w ith  regular theoretical
and political work, so as to seek com m on grou n d  w hile shelving
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and narrow ing differences. W e should prom ote com m on progress 
in  political awareness am ong all political parties, organizations, and 
representatives o f various ethnic groups and sectors o f society. The 

C P P C C  should m aintain  extensive contacts w ith  the public and 
m obilize them  to assist the Party and the governm ent in  coordinat
ing relations, developing positive sentiments in  society and defusing 
conflicts. It  should encourage its mem bers to be m ore community- 
focused in  their w ork, stay close to the people they represent, reflect 
the peop le ’s view s and convey th e ir suggestions and opinions to 
relevant authorities in  a tim ely fashion, and better in fo rm  them of 
the policies o f the Party and the state.

W e must extensively gather positive energy fo r the nation to unite 
and w ork together in  order to realize the Chinese Dream  o f national 
rejuvenation. To this end, we should give full play to the role o f the 
C P P C C  as an im p ortan t p o litica l and o rgan ization a l p latform  in 
C hina^ political party system, and make institutional arrangements 
fo r non-com m unist parties to express their views and put forward 
suggestions in  the CPPC C . W e should im prove the communication 
and liaison mechanism w ith intellectuals w ho are not CPC members, 
prom inent figures in  the private sector o f the econom y, and those 
from  the N ew  Social G rou p 2. W e should fully im plem ent the Party^ 
ethnic and religious policies, prom ote exchanges, interaction and inte
gration am ong all ethnic groups, and encourage religions to adapt to 
socialist society. W e should com prehensively and accurately implement 
the principles o f uone country, two systems55, <cH on g  K on g  people 
adm inistering H on g  K o n g ” , “ M acao people adm inistering M acao”, 
and a h igh  degree o f  autonom y fo r both  regions, guide CPPCC  
members from  H ong K on g  and M acao to support the governments 
and chief executives o f the two special administrative regions (SARs) 
to p erform  their duties in  accordance w ith the law, and strengthen 
the ranks o f patriots w ho love both our country and the SARs. We 
must fo llow  the one-China principle and the 1992 Consensus, expand 
exchanges w ith relevant po litica l parties, organizations, and people
from  all walks o f life in  Taiwan, and prom ote integrated development
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« the Taiwan Straits. W e resolutely oppose "Taiw an indepen- 
T 〇S» activities in  any form . W e should extensively unite overseas 
S s e  and give their representatives access to CPPCC ^ m e s ^ W e  
hould carry out international exchanges to contribute to the building

^  sense 〇f  .e s p o n s ^ y

among its m em bers. A s representatives o f p o litica l parties orga
nizations, ethnic groups and d iffe ren t sectors o f soaety  selecte 
through extensive consultations w ithin their respective circles, CPPCC  
members participate in  deUberation on state affairs and perform  their 
duties on behalf o f aU the people. This m em bership is not on y an 
honor, but also a responsibiUty. C P P C C  m em bers should perform  
their duties fo r the country and fu lfill their responsibilities to the 
people. They should always bear the CPPCC^s cause in  m m d and
shoulder responsibilities in  earnest. .

CPPCC m em bers com e from  various sectors, and t eir view s 
and understanding o f some issues are not necessarUy the same, but 
their poHtical stance cannot be nebulous nor their political prinaples 
weak. They must study and im plem ent the Party's underlying theories 
basic guidelines, and fundamental principles, and identify closely w it 
the CPC and sociaUsm w ith  Chinese characteristics in  thought and 
theory, in  poUtics and in  spirit. They should im prove their knowledge 
of theory, their abiHty to reason, and their practical skiUs, acquire a 
wide range o f know ledge, m aster ways and means o f perform ing  
duties, conduct in-depth research and studies, be active in  m aking 
suggestions, and enhance their perform ance in  an all-round way. T  ey 
should maintain close bonds w ith the people, provide help to those in 
need, and help resolve doubts, negative sentiments and conflicts. T  ey 
should abide by the C onstitution and the C P P C C  Charter, pracuce 
the core sociaUst values, im prove their m oral conduct, remain ckan, 
honest and self-discipHned, and demonstrate the quaUties o f C l 
members in  the new era through exemplary actions.
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Notes

1 K arl Marx and Frederick Engels: ^Reviews from  the Neue Rheinische Zeitung. 
Politisch-Okonomische Revue N o. 4, A p ril 1850?,, Karl Marx (& Frederick Engels: Col
lected Works, Vol. 10, Eng. ed., Progress Publishers, Moscow, 1979, p. 304.

2 This refers to groups o f people that have emerged with the socialist market
economy, mainly management and technical personnel in private and foreign-funded 
enterprises, those working in intermediary agencies and social organizations, free- 
lancers, and new media professionals. -  TV.

Heighten a Sense of Chinese Identity*

September 27, 2019

N ow  that Chinese socialism  has entered a new era, the Chinese 
nation can look forw ard to the best period o f developm ent in history. 
But as we still face a com plex domestic and international situation, we 
should unite m ore than ever as one and pool our strengths to ensure 
that our country continues to progress steadily.

A ll ethnic groups as one fam ily — this is one o f the fundamental 
guarantees for the rejuvenation o f the Chinese nation. To make the 
Chinese D ream  com e true, we m ust focus on heightening a sense 
of identity o f the Chinese nation, and take the cause o f ethnic unity 
and progress as a fundam ental task. W e m ust fu lly  im plem ent our 
Party^ theories and policies concerning ethnic groups, w ork together 
for com m on prosperity and developm ent, and help all ethnic groups 
remain as closely united as the seeds o f a pom egranate, so that the 
Chinese nation w ill become a m ore inclusive and cohesive community.

First, we must uphold the CPC leadership, unite all ethnic groups, 
and lead them forward on the path o f Chinese socialism. O u r expe
rience shows that on ly the C P C  can unite the Chinese nation, and 
only under Chinese socialism can all ethnic groups w ork together and 
achieve developm ent and prosperity. W e must uphold our Party^ lead
ership, remem ber w hy we started, and bear in  m ind our m ission. We 
niust take correct approaches to addressing ethnic problem s, uphold  
and im prove the system o f regional ethnic autonomy, and strengthen 
education on our P arty’s theories and policies concern ing ethnic 
gfoups and ethnic solidarity. W ith  a focus on heightening a sense o f

* Part of the speech at the national conference commending model units and individuals 
>̂r contributing to ethnic unity and progress.
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national identity, we should unite people and officials from  all ethnic 
groups in  fo llow in g  the leadership o f  the Central Committee and 
carrying out its decisions and plans, and cultivate in  all ethnic group 
a grow ing sense o f identity w ith the m otherland, the Chinese nation 
the Chinese culture, the C om m unist Party o f C hina, and C h i n e s e  

socialism.

Second, we must w ork to create a better life fo r all ethnic groups, 
and ensure that ethnic m in ority  groups and the areas they inhabit 

achieve moderate prosperity and m odernization together with the rest 
o f the country. The Chinese nation is a b ig fam ily; everyone in the 
fam ily deserves a good life. W e cannot have across-the-board moder
ate prosperity and m odern ization  i f  ethnic m in ority  areas are left 
behind. W e should accelerate developm ent o f ethnic m inority groups 
and the areas they inhabit, ensure their equal access to basic public 
services, and help them  turn natural resources in to  econom ic gains. 
The achievements o f reform  and developm ent should benefit more 
people from  all ethnic groups in  a fairer way, so that they w ill have a 
grow ing sense o f  gain, happiness and security. W e should improve 
different policies for different regions, strengthen the system o f trans
fer payments, and im prove paired assistance between m ore developed 
and less developed areas. W e should fu lly  im plem ent the plans for 
developing areas heavily populated by ethnic m inorities and ethnic 
groups w ith smaller populations, and the actiop plan to bring prosper
ity to border areas and their residents. D uring  the 14th Five-year Plan 
period (2021-2025) we should fu lly im plem ent our plans fo r ethnic 
m inority groups and the areas they inhabit so that all ethnic groups 
w ork together to create a better future and share the new glories and 
dreams o f the Chinese nation.

T h ird , we m ust uphold  the core socialist values in  bu ild ing   ̂
cultural hom e shared by all ethnic groups. Culture is the soul o f a 
nation , and cultural identity is the roo t o f ethnic unity. A ll ethnic 
groups should respect and appreciate each other’s culture and learn 
from  each other. W e should w ork harder to prom ote the core social
ist values am ong all ethnic groups. D eveloping sound view points on
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the motherland, nation, culture, and h istory is central to build ing a 
cultural home shared by all ethnic groups and consoUdating the sense
〇f national identity W ith  this in  m ind，we should preserve and pass 
d〇wn ethnic cultures through updating and integration, and establish 
and highlight China’s cultural symbols shared by all its ethnic groups

and the collective image o f the Chinese nation, so that people from  all 
ethnic groups identify m ore w ith Chinese culture. W e should strength
en education o f all types and at all levels in  areas inhabited by ethnic 
minority groups, strengthen the education on standard spoken and 
written Chinese, and give people from  ethnic m inority groups a better 
education. We should place m ore emphasis on patriotism  in  educating 
young people, to sow the seeds o f patriotism  in every child. W e must 
seize the initiative in  guiding public op in ion , and make the internet 
a fast growing space in  building a cultural hom e shared by all ethnic 
groups and in  consolidating the sense o f national identity.

Fourth, we m ust uphold  the un ity  o f  the Chinese nation , and 
enhance com m unication and integration between ethnic groups. For 
seven decades, and particularly since 1978 when reform  and opening 
up was introduced, C h in a^ ethnic groups have strengthened their 
ties in many ways and to a degree never seen before. They share the 
country^ vast lands and live in  com pact com m unities; they also live 
amongst each other. This trend has intensified over tim e, underlined 
by free flow  o f people and m ore ethnic comm unities living together.
In response to this trend，we should come up w ith policies，measures

and mechanisms that are conducive to bu ild ing  an ethnically inte
grated society, and im prove  the services fo r and m anagem ent o f  
the m igrant population o f ethnic m inority groups, so that all ethnic 
groups w ork together fo r a better hom e and a brighter future. We 
should consistently enhance ethnic unity and progress in  all areas, and
introduce new fon iis  o f initiative to governitient departments，enter-

prises, communities, towns and townships, schools, m ilitary units, and 
venues for religious activities. H an chauvinism  and local ethnic chau
vinism  are both enemies o f ethnic unity, and must be opposed.

F ifth , we must handle ethnic affairs in  accordance w ith the law,
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and ensure that citizens o f all ethnic groups are equal before the law. 
O n  the basis o f the Law  on Regional E thn ic Autonom y, we sh ou ld  

im prove laws and regulations concerning ethnic m inority groups, and 
protect the legitim ate rights and interests o f all groups by law. We 
must treat all equally w ithout discrim ination, and pass judgments only 
through the law. Cases and incidents involving  ethnic factors should 
be dealt w ith appropriately in  accordance w ith the law, and citizens 
o f all ethnic groups must enjoy their rights and discharge their obli
gations on an equal basis. The governance o f ethnic affairs must be 
ruled by law. W e must guard against and crack dow n on all forms of 
in filtra tio n , sabotage and subversive activities, violence, terrorism, 
ethnic separatism, and religious extrem ism .

T o im prove our w ork in  ethnic affairs in  the current era, we must 
strengthen Party leadership in  this regard. Party com m ittees at all 
levels should place ethnic affairs high on their agenda, and make their 
ability to deal w ith ethnic affairs and enhance ethnic unity an impor
tant indicator in  appraising the perform ance o f officials. W e should 
strengthen research on the basic theories and key issues o f ethnic 
affairs, add new content to the discourse system o f C hina^ socialist 
theory and policy on ethnic affairs, and increase our influence and 
capacity to inspire internationally. To have a solid basis in addressing 
ethnic affairs, Party and governm ent organs, enterprises and public 
institutions, other political parties, and peopled organizations should 
all participate and w ork together. W e should lay emphasis on develop
ing a contingent o f officials specializing in  ethnic affairs, select and 
train officials and personnel w ith professional expertise from  ethnic 
m inority groups, and encourage departments handling ethnic affairs 
to do their job m ore diligently.

The rejuvenation o f the Chinese nation requires all ethnic groups 
to stand together, to w ork together w ith one heart. Let us unite more 
closely around the C PC  C entral C om m ittee, forge ahead w ith  one 
m ind, and strive fo r ethnic un ity and progress, fo r the sake o f the 
Two Centenary Goals and the Chinese Dream .

Chinese Culture



Enhance Cyber Capabilities Through Innovation*

A p ril 20, 2018

Inform ation technology has brought China unprecedented oppor
tunities, which we must seize w ithout hesitation to reinforce positive 
publicity online and safeguard cybersecurity. W e should encourage 
breakthroughs in  core in form ation  technologies, let IT  application  
boost econom ic and social developm ent, and increase civil-m ilitary  
integration in  IT  application. W e should take the initiative to partici
pate in international governance o f cyberspace, and build China into  
a cyberpower through independent innovation. A ll these efforts w ill 
further contribute to achieving m oderate prosperity in  all respects 
throughout the country, striving  fo r the v ic to ry  o f  socialism  w ith  
Chinese characteristics for a new era, and realizing the Chinese Dream  
of national rejuvenation.

Since the 18th CPC N ational Congress in  2012, the Party Central 
Committee has attached great im portance to the developm ent and 
governance o f the internet. It  has coordinated its efforts to address 
problems concerning cybersecurity and IT  application in  political, 
economic, cultural, social, m ilitary and some other sectors, and has 
niade a series o f m ajor decisions and enacted im portant measures in  
this field, yielding results o f historic significance. The achievements 
have proved that the C entral C om m ittee^ decision on strengthen
ing the Party^ centralized and unified leadership over cybersecurity 
and IT  application and its strategic p lann ing o f  this w ork during  
this period are absolutely correct. Constant innovation in  theory and 
practice has helped us to em bark on a path o f cyberspace governance

* Main points of the speech at the National Conference on Cybersecurity and IT  Appli
cation.
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w ith Chinese characteristics, and form  a cyberpower strategy based on 
a range o f new visions, ideas and concepts.

W e should im prove our com prehensive cyberspace governance 
capacity and put in  place a fram ework in  which Party committees take 
the leadership, governm ent departments perform  administrative func
tions, internet enterprises fu lfill their responsibilities, the public exer
cise supervision, and netizens discipline themselves, while economic, 
legal and technical means are employed. W e should strengthen positive 
publicity online, m aintain the correct political direction, guide public 
opin ion , advocate positive values, and unite hundreds o f millions of 
netizens under tlie Thought on Socialism w ith Chinese Characteristics 
for a N ew  Era  and the decisions o f the 19th CPC N ational Congress. 
W e should strengthen education in  ideals and convictions, promote 
socialism w ith Chinese characteristics for a new era and the Chinese 
D ream , and actively foster and im plem ent the core socialist values. We 
should encourage innovation in  concept, content, fo rm , method, and 
means fo r online publicity, pay attention to the ideal tim ing, extent, 
and im pact o f publicity, and build consensus online and offline, so as 
to consolidate the ideological basis o f the whole Party and the nation. 
The internet operators m ust take on the prim ary responsibility for 
preventing the internet from  becom ing a p latform  to spread perni
cious in form ation  o r rum ors. D iscip line should be im posed on the 
internet industry, w ith netizens and all kinds o f  players encouraged to 
be involved in  governance.

W ith o u t cybersecurity we can ensure neither national security, 
nor econom ic and social stability, nor the interests o f the people. We 
need to build a sound understanding o f cybersecurity, and strengthen 
cybersecurity and inform ation infrastructure protection. W e w ill estab
lish a mechanism and platform  fo r coordinating cybersecurity infor
m ation, increase our emergency com m and capability in  dealing with 
cyber incidents, and actively steer the cybersecurity industry towards 
preventing problem s before they start. Responsibilities fo r protect
ing critical in form ation  infrastructure should be distributed among 
the players: Internet companies and the industry as a w hole should
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houlder th e  main responsibility because they are the operators o f  
Critical inform ation infrastructure，and the governm ent departments

fin charge should perform  the duty o f supervision and regulation. We 
^o u ld  combat cyber hacking, online fraud, invasion o f ind ividual 
privacy, and all other crim inal acts. W e m ust cut the p ro fit chains 
of online crime and m aintain a tough stance against them , so as to 
protect the legitimate rights and interests o f the people. W e should 
fiirther publicize cybersecurity inform ation to raise the public^ aware
ness and enhance their ability to protect themselves.

Core technologies are the treasures o f a nation. W e need to accel
erate new advances in  core in form ation  technologies w ith determ i
nation, perseverance and targeted attention. W e need to focus on
building an overall industrial system and coordinate our efforts in

technology, industry and policy. W e need to fo llow  the law o f tech
nological developm ent, have a long-term  vision in  m aking plans, and 
concentrate on achieving m ajor breakthroughs w ith best resources. We 
need to strengthen centralized and unified leadership, im prove policies 
in finance, taxation, international trade, hum an resources and intel
lectual property protection, and regulate the market to better motivate 
all kinds o f innovators. W e need to create a fair market environm ent, 
strengthen intellectual p roperty protection , and oppose m onopoly  
and unfair com petition. W e need to break the barriers between basic 
research and technological innovation  to h igh ligh t the role o f the 
former in  leading breakthroughs in  application technologies.

Cybersecurity and IT  application  represents a new productive  
force and a new developm ent trend , and should take the lead in  
iniplementing the new developm ent philosophy. A im ing  for a m odern
economic system and high-quality developm ent，we should accelerate

IT  application, and prom ote new industrialization, urbanization and 
Agricultural m odernization as a whole. W e should develop the digital 
economy and speed up digital industrialization. W e should encourage 
innovation driven by inform ation technology to create new industries, 
businesses, and models, and prom ote developm ent w ith new grow th  
drivers. W e should advance digital transform ation o f industry, use new
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internet technology and applications to upgrade traditional in du stries  

in  a comprehensive way, im prove total factor productivity, and release 

the fu ll potential o f  digitization in  boosting the economy. We should 
fully integrate the internet, big data, and artificial intelligence with the 
real econom y to make m anufacturing, agriculture, and service indus
tries m ore digital, netw orked and intelligent. W e should help enter
prises in  the cybersecurity and IT  application sector to grow  bigger 
and stronger by strengthening regulation and guidance fo r their sound 
and orderly developm ent. They should seek both econom ic and social 
benefits to better shoulder their social and ethical responsibilities. We 

should em ploy in form ation  technologies to make governm ent and 
Party affairs m ore transparent, and build e-governm ent and one-stop 
online service platform s to better address the problem s o f red tape 

that are o f  strong concern to enterprises and the public. W e should 
put people first in  the developm ent o f cybersecurity and IT  applica
tion  and make the w ellbeing o f the people its ultim ate goal, giving
people a stronger sense o f gain，happiness，and security.

Cybersecurity and IT  application is a key and frontier area, and 
also the m ost dynam ic and prom ising field fo r civil-m ilitary integra
tion . W e need to seize the h istoric  opportunities presented by the 
evolution o f inform ation technology and new m ilitary reform s, fully 
understand the internal relationship between productive forces and 
com bat effectiveness, and between market and battlefield, and follow  
the w orking  principles and laws behind this integration to create a 
com prehensive fram ew ork that covers all areas and all production  
factors and produces high returns.

R eform ing global internet governance is an irresistible and desir
able trend. It  should feature a m ultilateral approach w ith m ultiparty 
participation, w hile leveraging the role o f various players including 
governm ents, international organizations, internet enterprises, tech- 
savvy com m unities, N G O s  and individual citi2 ens. W e w ill prom ote 
cyber governance under the fram ework o f the U N  and in  the mean
time bring into  play the active role o f non-state actors. W e w ill take 
the Belt and Road Initiative as an opportunity to strengthen coopera-
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ti〇n with countries along the Belt 
countries, in internet infrastructure 
qrbersecurity, as part o f our effort

and Road, particularly developing  
construction, digital econom y and 
to build a digital Silk Road o f the

21st century.
We must strengthen the Party^ centralized and unified leadership 

over cybersecurity and IT  application to ensure it moves in  the right 
direction. A ll provincia l authorities and central departm ents should 
attach great im portance to this w ork, including it at the top o f their 
agenda and their lists o f priorities, and solving new problem s in  new
circumstances prom ptly. W e should encourage social organizations
for workers, the youth, wom en, and other groups to play their unique 
roles, and make good  use o f  enterprises, research institutes, and 
think tanks, pooling the resources o f all o f society to im prove w ork  
in cybersecurity and IT  application. Leading officials at all levels and 
particularly senior officials need to adapt to the inform ation age, and 
improve their cyber awareness and their ability to understand the rules 
of internet developm ent, to guide online public opin ion , to lead the 
development o f IT  application, and to ensure cybersecurity. Party and 
government institutions at all levels and their leaders should im prove
their ability to organize，m obilize，guide，and serve the public via the
internet. We w ill regulate, operate and use the internet in  accordance 
with the law to ensure that the developm ent o f the internet is w ithin  
the bounds o f the law. W e w ill form ulate an overall plan fo r talent 
development to prom ote institutional reform s in  this regard, stimulate 
creativity and attract m ore qualified personnel. W e w ill enhance the
Four Consciousnesses，p rio ritize  the e ffo rt to reinforce our Party’s
political foundations, step up efforts to build a high-quality team o f  
Party m em bers and enforce strict Party discipline over them , and 
select qualified leaders at all levels. A ll these efforts w ill give firm  
otganizational and hum an resources support to developing cybersecu
rity and IT  application.



Public Communication in the New Era*

August 21，2018

T o carry out our pub lic  com m unication , we m ust uphold the

T hought on Socialism  w ith Chinese Characteristics fo r a New Era
and the guiding principles o f the 19th CPC N ational Congress. We 
m ust strengthen our com m itm ent to the Four Consciousnesses and 
the Four-sphere Confidence. W e should uphold socialism, rally public 
support, foster a new generation w ith sound values and ethics, devel
op Chinese culture, and build  a positive im age o f China. W ith  the 
correct political orientation, we should lay the strategic groundwork, 
in tensify  efforts in  key areas, and im prove w orking  practices and 
perform ance, w ith a view  to enhancing our public communication. 
W e should inspire the people to embrace shared ideals, convictions, 
values and m oral standards, and m obilize them to contribute more to 
the overall interests o f our Party and our country.

Since the 18th CPC N ational Congress in  2012, we have priori
tized our public com m unication, and adopted a set o f im portant deci
sions and measures. U nder the firm  leadership o f the CPC Central 
Com m ittee, we have worked w ith great resolve and achieved positive 
results. W e have explored new ground in expanding our PartyJs theo
retical base. O u r people have embraced both socialism w ith Chinese 
characteristics and the Chinese D ream . The core socialist values and
the best o f traditional Chinese culture are alive in  the peopled hearts. 
Positive thinking and mainstream public opinion have been consoli* 
dated. T he  Chinese people have greater confidence in  the ir own 
culture. C hina^ soft power and the international influence o f Chinese 
culture have increased significantly. 丁here is closer unity o f thinking

* Main points of the speech at the National Conference on Public Communication.
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between Party members and the public. The decisions and plans made 
by the CPC Central Com m ittee have proved effective in  enhancing 
our public com m unication.

In practice, we have furthered our understanding o f our public 
communication, and put forw ard new ideas, perspectives and visions:

• We must uphold CPC leadership over ideological w ork.
• We have two fundamental tasks in  enhancing w ork in  the realm  

o f theoretical w ork — to consolidate M arxism  as the guiding  
philosophy in  C hina, and to cement the com m on ground o f  
thinking o f the w hole Party and the people.

• We must strengthen the whole Party and inspire the people w ith  
the Thought on Socialism  w ith Chinese Characteristics fo r a 
New Era.

• We must cultivate and practice the core socialist values.
• C ultural confidence is a m ore essential, broader and deeper 

confidence, and represents a m ore fundamental, m ore profound  
and long-lasting force that sustains a country.

• The mass media should expand their penetration, guidance and 
influence, and enhance credibility.

• W riters and artists should take a people-centered approach.
• We must create a clean and upright cyberspace.
• We need to tell China’s stories well and have China’s voice heard.
To im prove our public com m unication, we m ust adhere to and

further develop the above ideas.
As Chinese socialism  has entered a new era, we m ust focus on 

unifying peopled thinking and pulling their strength together through  
°ur public com m unication. O n  the w hole, the current situation in  
dus regard is very good. To unite and lead the people to achieve the 
strategic goals set at the 19th CPC N ational Congress in  2017, and 
to strive fo r the success o f  Chinese socialism , we need to be m ore 
confident and m otivated, and w ork together w ith one heart. To real
ize the peopled aspiration fo r a better life m ust always be the goal 
°f our efforts. W e should resolve both their practical problem s and 
ideological questions, increasing public confidence, rallying popular
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support, gain ing peopled trust, and b u ild in g  consensus. We niuj
better explain China’s developm ent path and China’s features. A t :
same tim e, we m ust ensure the country^ poUtical and cultural s e c j  

rity. W e must establish the new w hile rem oving the outdated, with the 

form er taking precedence. W e m ust keep increasing the c o h e s i v e n e s s  

and guidance o f socialist ideology. W e m ust understand communi

cation in  cyberspace, and im prove our ability to utilize and regulate

cyberspace, to make the m axim um  use o f the internet fo r our devel
opm ent.

To im prove our public discourse in  the new era, we must consci
entiously uphold socialism , rally public support, foster a new genera
tion , develop Chinese culture, and build a positive image o f China.

U phold ing  socialism  means cham pioning M arxism  and Chinese 
socialism . W e m ust continue to educate the w hole Party and the 
people in  the Thought on Socialism w ith Chinese Characteristics for 
a N ew  E ra , and advance our w ork inspired by the thought. We must 
make a greater effort to study and understand the thought thoroughly,
and firm ly plant the seeds o f M arxism  in contem porary China and in
the 21st century.

R allying public support means m aking sure that public opinion
stays on the right track. W e m ust raise our voice in  advocating social
ism , augm ent positive energy, extend the influence o f  mainstream  
opin ion , and bolster the m orale o f  the Part^ and the people, so that 
they w ill unite as one and progress towards the goals set by the CPC 
Central Com m ittee.

Fostering a new generation means cultivating educated people with 
sound values and ethics. W e must develop a guiding socialist philoso
phy, inculcate the core socialist values, and put them into practice. We 
m ust enhance the pub lic ’s political awareness and ethical standards,
and encourage civil behavior. In  this way, we w ill be able to foster a
new generation capable o f shouldering the m ission o f national reju
venation.

D e ve lo p in g  Chinese culture means o rie n tin g  culture towards 
socialism. W e must prom ote the creative evolution and development
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〇 f  traditional Chinese culture, inherit our revolutionary cultural tradi
tions, and develop an advanced sociaHst culture. W e must inspire the 
cultural creativity o f our w hole nation, and develop a great socialist 

culture in China.
Building a positive image o f China means im proving our capac

ity for international com m unication, so as to tell better and m ore  
accurate stories and make C hina^ voice heard. W e should project a 
true, m ulti-dim ensional and all-round picture o f China, and increase 
China^ soft power and the influence o f Chinese culture in  the w orld.

The w hole Party, especially ou r colleagues w ork in g  on public  
communication, has a strategic task, which is to enhance the appeal o f  
sociaUsm to unite and inspire the people. W e should im prove theoreti
cal education on M arxism , and in  particular ensure a thorough under
standing o f the Thought on Socialism w ith Chinese Characteristics for 
a New Era  through serious study and practice. The key to developing 
socialist ideology is to build full confidence in  the path, theory, system 
and culture o f Chinese socialism. W e should consolidate the guiding 
role o f M arxism  and develop our philosophy and social sciences w ith
salient Chinese features, style and ethos. We must m aintain the right

tone in guiding public opin ion , strengthen the penetration, guidance, 
influence and cred ib ility  o f  the m edia, and prom ote constructive  
thoughts and op in ion . W e should im prove means o f com m unica-
tion and create new means to prom ote our Party s innovative theories

among the people. W e should establish county-level integrated media 
centers to better inspire and serve the people. W e must hold firm ly to 
truth and rectify m isconceptions. W e should urge Party committees 
and Party leadership groups at all levels to fu lfill their duties to the 
letter, im prove perform ance, and tighten accountability in  the strictest 

sense.
The purpose o f our public com m unication is to w in over m ore 

people. O u r m ajor responsibility is to foster a new generation capable 
o f shouldering the m ission o f national rejuvenation. The top priority  
is to strengthen our ideals and convictions, underpinned by our faith 
in M arxism , socialism  and com m unism , and our confidence in  the
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path, theory, system and culture o f Chinese socialism. W e should 〇ffer 
the people better guidance, expose them to successful practices, and 
provide institutional guarantees. W e should see that all areas o f social 
developm ent are im bued w ith the core socialist values, and encourage 
the public to honor these values. A s young people are in  the process 
o f  developing their values, we should guide them how  to ^fasten the 
first button55 o f  a m eaningful life. P ublicity is necessary to encour
age the public to learn from  role m odels, and to nurture a positive 
atmosphere o f respecting, em ulating, honoring and caring for heroes. 
W e should prom ote good  and up-to-date practices and trends, and 
raise peopled m oral standards. W e should continue the civic morality 
cam paign, and enhance the public^ theoretical and political awareness. 
W e should build centers for prom oting ethical and cultural progress, 
to help our people raise their political awareness and m oral standards, 
foster appreciation o f fine culture, and enhance social etiquette and 
civility. To im prove civility in  rural areas, we should prom ote healthy 
practices in  place o f  outdated social m ores, n u rtu rin g  good folk 
customs, cultivating fine fam ily traditions, and encouraging virtues in 
individuals.

W e should encourage cultural workers to produce works drawing 
inspiration from  everyday life and the experiences o f the people. We 
should encourage them to w ork hard to create fine works for this great 
era, works that tell the stories o f our Party, Qur country, our people 
and our heroes, and w orks that record the historic progress o f the 
Chinese nation. In  prom oting the cultural sector, we must always put 
social benefits first. W e should see that writers and artists develop a 
sound understanding o f history, nation, state and culture. They should 
cultivate refined tastes, styles and a sense o f responsibility, and raise 
their awareness o f observing state laws and regulations. Cultural work
ers should enhance their m oral integrity and firm ly  resist unhealthy 
tendencies in  literary and artistic creation. They should aim to set an 
example w ith their works and personal conduct to refine character, 
inspire m inds, and shape social trends. They should produce m〇re 
wholesom e and inspiring online works.
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We should ensure consistent and equal access to public cultural 
services. E ffo rts  to  im p ro ve  cu ltu ra l services shou ld  be led by  
the governm ent, in vo lve  extensive p u b lic  p a rtic ip a tio n , be m ore  
community-focused, and encourage shared benefits th rough jo in t 
contribution. W e should expand the coverage and applicability o f our 
basic public cultural services. W e should prom ote the high-quality 
development o f cu ltu ral industries, im prove  m odern  systems fo r 
cultural industries and m arkets, and support the grow th o f cultural 
market players. W e should develop new form s o f business and new  
models o f consum ption in  the cultural sector, so that the people have
a stronger sense o f fulfillm ent and happiness from  enjoying refined
cultural products and services. W e should further structural reform  o f  
the cultural sector and continue to inspire cultural creativity.

We should increase the international influence o f Chinese culture. 
We need to take stock o f  the g lobal landscape, and take targeted 
measures when we present the Thought on Socialism  w ith Chinese 
Characteristics fo r a N ew  E ra  to the international com m unity. W e 
should find better ways to tell stories about the C P C 5s governance o f  
China, about our peopled hard w ork to realize the Chinese D ream , 
and about C h ina^ peaceful developm ent through m utually benefi
cial cooperation, helping the international com m unity to know  m ore
about our country. C h ina’s finest trad itional culture is the cultural
lifeline o f the Chinese nation. Its visions, concepts, values and m oral 
norms are the core o f Chinese thinking, and they also hold  invaluable 
references to resolving problem s o f humanity. W e should extract the 
cream o f traditional Chinese culture, and display those elements that 
are still relevant in  the w orld today. W e should im prove our approach 
to international com m unication, develop innovative concepts and 
niechanisms, and gather m ore resources and strength.

We should uphold and strengthen CPC leadership over our public 
communication. Reinforcing our PartyJs political foundations should 
be the overarching principle. In  enhancing our public com m unica
tion, we must apply the Four Consciousnesses, uphold the authority 
°f the CPC Central Com m ittee and its centralized, unified leadership,
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and m aintain the correct political orientation. W e must improve 〇 

conduct, and oppose the practice o f favoring fo rm  over su b s tan c  

bureaucratism, hedonism , and extravagance, the first two in particular 
Those w orking on public com m unication should absorb new learning 
get to know  new areas, broaden their horizons, im prove their compre
hensive skills, and conduct m ore field research. They should have the 
w ill to get down to the grassroots, and im prove their ability to observe 
clearly, to think profoundly and to write powerfully. O u r purpose is to 

forge a w orkforce, which is innovative, professional, politically upright 
and practical-m inded.

Accelerate Media Integration*

January 25y 2019

As the inform ation society continues to develop, new media see 
their influence expanding. T he num ber o f  internet users in  China  
stands at 802 m illio n , 98.3 percent o f them  m obile internet users. 
News apps and various social media have become prim ary in form a
tion sources for many people, especially the young. A nd  everyone can
be a source. It  is said that in the past, “people looked for informa- 
tion”. Now, “inform ation follows people” . Therefore，we are facing
an urgent need to boost media integration and build a fram ework that 
covers all media.

O ur aim is to strengthen m ainstream  op in ion , so as to consoli-
date a com m on base o f political philosophy fo r all Party members
and people, uniting them  and p rovid ing  m ental strength and public 
support fo r the rea lization  o f  the Tw o C entenary G oals and the 
Chinese Dream  o f national rejuvenation.

I. Fully Understand the Challenges and Opportunities 

in the Age o f M edia Integration

As we all know  from  historical records as it is stated in  U i's  Spring 
and Autum n Annals  ̂ c<Em peror Yao set up a drum  for people to beat 
^nd offer their advice, and Em peror Shun set up wooden boards for 
people to w rite dow n their criticism s/5 T h e ir purpose was to collect 
public op in ion . In  the late Q in  D ynasty (221-206 B C) Chen Sheng 
and W u G uang rose in  revo lt.2 They w rote a fabricated prophecy -

* Part of the speech at the 12th group study session of the Political Bureau of the 19th 
CPC Central Committee.
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“Chen Sheng w ill be king!” 一  on a piece o f silk and hid it inside a g
fo r someone to discover. They also m im icked the barking o f a f  '

crying “ G reat Chu w ill rise again! Chen Sheng w ill be king!”
tim e people came to believe it and began to support them. A ll tfak 
shows that the ancients knew well the im portance o f public opinion.

N o  cybersecurity, no national security. I  have said this on many 
occasions. I f  we faU to adapt to the internet, we w ill not be in p〇wet 
fo r long. A s the media keep developing on all fronts, they have taken 
on new features characterized by up-to-the-m inute reporting, multi
dim ensional coverage, widespread pubUc participation, and targeted

effect, bringing about profound changes in  the means o f communica-
tion and posing new challenges to our com m unication work.

W e need to understand general trends to plan and act as required 
by the times. W e need to accelerate m edia in tegration , so that our 
mainstream media w ill have m ore extensive coverage, stronger guid
ance, higher public trust, and m ore influence. The aim  is to create 
concentric circles o f  d iffusion , online and o fflin e , w ith in  which all 
the people w ill be united on the basis o f com m on ideals, convictions, 
values, and m oral standards, so that positive energy and mainstream 
values prevail.

II. Fully Understand the Trends and Laws o f M edia Integration

Since the 18th CPC N ational Congress in  2012, we have empha
sized the im portance o f  gu id ing public  o p in io n , g iv in g  p rio rity  to 
m obile media, im proving media content, and prom oting innovation. 
The integration o f institutions and mechanisms, policies, procedures, 
technology and talent has been accelerated. Positive results have been 
achieved in  building up integrated all-media matrices and in  creating 
cross-media products.

Traditional and new media cannot replace each other; each serves 
its ow n purpose. They com plem ent and prom ote each other w ith
out the question o f  one being prim ary and strong, w hile the other 
secondary and weak. To date, China has yet to tap the foU potential
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media integration. W e need to keep m oving towards integration  
〇 d move faster from  media plus to media integration. B y optim izing

process and building new platform s, we aim to achieve effective 
integration o f various media resources and production factors, such 
^ content, technology appUcations, platform s, term inals and means 
of management. W e need to faciUtate quaUtative changes, ampUfy 
efficiency, and create new types o f mainstream media that are m ore 
influential and competitive.

I have said m any tim es our m ajor e ffo rts  in  pub lic  discourse 
should be devoted to people. W here there are people, where our 
public comm unication should reach. As cyberspace has become such 
a new place, we should make it a p rio rity  to build public consensus 
there. A t the same tim e, m obile internet has becom e a key channel 
for dissem inating in fo rm ation . W ith  such technologies as 5G , b ig
data, cloud com puting, interaet o f things, and artificial intelligence，

it will enter a new stage o f faster developm ent. W e must give priority  
to mobile media, im provin g  state-owned com m unication platform s, 
while managing and m aking good use o f com m ercial and social plat
forms. By means o f m obile com m unication, the mainstream media 
will occupy the com m anding heights in  guiding public op in ion  and 
mentality, prom oting culture, and serving the people.

Media intelligence is developing rapid ly around the w orld. W ith  
a stronger sense o f m ission and urgency in  bolstering our capability 
to guide public op in ion , we need to make breakthroughs in  the inde
pendent innovation  o f key technologies, exp loring  the application  
of artificial intelligence in  news gathering, generating, d istribution, 
reception and feedback. T he  use o f  algorithm s m ust be m anaged 
in accordance w ith mainstream values fo r better guidance o f public 

opinion.
To prom ote  m edia in tegration  we m ust avoid  a one-size-fits- 

all approach, d iffe ren tia tin g  betw een trad ition a l and new m edia, 
national and local m edia, governm ent and com m ercial platform s, and 
mass and professional media. W e should w ork to fo rm  an all-media 
com m unication  fram ew ork featuring intensive use o f  resources,
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rational structures, d ifferentiated developm ent, coordination a 
high efficiency.

N oth ing can be accomplished w ithout rules and regulations. What. 
ever the form  o f the m edia，whether online o r offline , “big screen” 
o r “ small screen” ，none is beyond the m le o f law. Those in charge
o f adm inistration must fu lfill their responsibilities and strengthen the 
m anagement o f new m edia in  accordance w ith the law to ensure a 
cleaner cyberspace.

III. Advance In-Depth M edia Integration

The application o f inform ation technology has brought us a rare 
opportunity. We must use the results o f the in form ation  revolution 
to build an integrated all-media com m unication fram ework at a faster 
rate.

I  have said m any times that creating positive energy is a general 
requirem ent, and exercising effective m anagem ent a top  priority. 
N ow  I want to add that proper application shows real competence. 
M edia in tegration  does n o t concern news organizations only. We 
need to turn our public resources — social, ideological and cultural, 
our b ig data on social governance, and our institutional strengths in 
policy-m aking into strengths for enhancing our mainstream opinion. 
We need to pay close attention to top-le\ael design, create new types 
o f com m unication p latform , establish new m ainstream  media, and 
enhance the influence o f mainstream values, so that the Party’s voice 
w ill spread m ore w idely and deeply.

The internet is a double-edged sword. A  picture o r a video can 
spread w idely through various media in  just a few hours, and signifi
cantly im pact public opinion. This kind o f influence w ill benefit the 
country and the people if  used properly, o r may result in  unpredict
able damage if  used im properly. W e must clearly keep to the correct 
p o litica l and value orientations, and m aintain sound guidance o f 
public op in ion . In  the field o f  in form ation  generation, supply-side 
structural re fo rm  m ust be ro lle d  out to s ign ificantly im prove the
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qyality and level o f positive com m unication through innovations in  
concept, content, form , m ethod and means.

When accurate and authoritative inform ation does not spread in  a
timely manner, false and distorted inform ation w ill mislead people; if  
positive and sound thoughts are not prom oted, negative and m isguid
ed opinions w ill spread unchecked. In  this regard, the m ainstream  
media should shoulder their responsibilities and do their utm ost to 
provide authentic, objective, and tim ely in form ation  w ith a clear-cut 
stance, and keep hold  o f the initiative in  leading our public discourse. 
The mainstream media should be bold enough to guide and be skilled 
in guiding public op in ion , w ith a firm  and clear-cut stance on m ajor 
issues o f principle.

We must ensure that all-m edia com m unication is run under the
rule o f law, and adopt u n ifo rm  standards and exercise integrated  
management fo r both  trad itional and new m edia. T he m ainstream
media m ust publish accurate and tim ely news and in form ation  so

as to provide news sources fo r other qualified m edia. W e need to 
comprehensively im prove our capacity for cybersecurity governance 
with technology, regulate the use o f data resources, and guard against 
the risks posed by new technologies such as b ig data.

We must be fully aware o f the trend in  international com m unica
tion towards m obile, social and visual m edia, and make m ore effort 
to build  a discourse system fo r in ternational com m unication. W e 
also need to ensure our works are easy to understand and are readily 
accepted by m ore foreign audiences, thus constantly enhancing the 
impact o f international com m unication.

M ore members o f the international com m unity are view ing China 
with reason and objectivity and offering their approval. It  shows we 
are on the right road. It  also presents good historic opportunities for 
die mainstream media. W e must persevere in  sharing Chinese stories 
W th m ore confidence and enthusiasm . W e aim  to have a stronger
voice in the w orld that is com patible w ith China s international status.

In  summary，integrating the media is a great task. W e must make 
concerted efforts across the country. Party committees and governments
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at all levels should give greater support to this task in  terms o f ^  
cies, funds and human resources. Departm ents in  charge o f informa 

tion services at all levels should reform  and innovate administrative 
mechanisms, carry out supporting policies and measures, a n d  s te e r  

m edia integration in  the righ t d irection. O ffic ia ls  at all levels m u s t  

im prove their ability to handle the m edia so as to raise their g o v e r 

nance ability.

Notes

U tjt Spring and Autumn Annals (Lii Shi Chun Qit^) was compiled by the followers 
o f L ii Buwei (c. 292-235 BC), chief minister o f the State o f Q in  during the Warring 
States Period.

This refers to the peasant uprising led by Chen Sheng and W u Guang in the 
late Q in  Dynasty. In  209 BC, on their way to take up their border defense duties, 
Q in army officers Chen Sheng and W u Guang led 900 soldiers in a rebellion against 
the brutal rule o f the Q in  Dynasty at Dazexiang, Q ixian County (southeast of to
day^ Suzhou City, Anhui Province).

A Nation Must Have a Soul*

March 4, 2019

The year 2018 was an extraordinary one fo r China. O n  the path 
to realize the Tw o Centenary G oals, we pressed forw ard w ith  fu ll 
confidence; we endured hardships and achieved self-fulfillm ent; we 
invested efforts and reaped harvests. T he C P C  Central Com m ittee  
united and led the Party and the Chinese people in  seeking progress 
while maintaining stability. As a result, China^ econom ic grow th has 
been within a reasonable range, the country has m aintained overall 
social stability, and the Chinese people have attained an increasingly 
strong sense o f fulfillm ent, happiness, and security. This is a prelude 
to the im plem entation o f the gu id ing principles o f  the 19th C PC  
National Congress held in  2017. W e celebrated the 40th anniversary 
of reform  and opening up in  2018, and w ill m ark the 70th anniversary 
of the founding o f the PRC in  2019. B oth are im portant occasions, 
not only for this era but even in  terms o f the entire Chinese history 
of thousands o f years. A s we sum m arize the accom plishm ents and 
experience gained from  reform  and opening up, and drive reform  in  
all areas to a deeper level, the Party and the Chinese people become 
niore resolved in  and confident o f their ability to advance reform  and 
opening up. These achievements have been hard-won, under the firm  
leadership o f the CPC Central Com m ittee, and through the concerted 
efforts o f all our people and the w isdom  o f all C P P C C  mem bers, 
including all those present today.

The C PC  C entral C om m ittee has always valued literature, art,

* Speech at a jo int panel discussion o f CPPCC N ational Com m ittee members from  the 
literary, art and social science circles during the Second Session o f the 13th CPPCC National 
Committee.
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philosophy and social sciences. I  presided over the Seminar 〇n L i< J 
ture and A rt  in  O ctober 2014 and the Sem inar on PhiI〇s〇ph ^  
Social Sciences in M ay 2016, and addressed both seminars. I n  ^ 9  

years, ou r literary, art and social science circles have s tre n g th e n e d   ̂

their com m itm ent to the F ou r Consciousnesses, the Four-sphere 
Confidence and the Two U pholds, and have taken on the mission 〇f 
upholding sociaUsm, raHying pubUc support, fostering a new genera
tion w ith sound values and ethics, developing Chinese culture, and 
buHding a positive image o f  China. In  Hterary and artistic creation, 
they take on the respon sib ility  fo r id en tify in g  the ro o t p ro b le m s  

and addressing them thoroughly, keeping to the right poHtical direc
tion by carrying on fine traditions and facilitating innovation. They 
have consolidated the guiding role o f M arxism  and reinforced their 
people-centered approach. The quality o f literary and artistic works is 
im proving. Philosophy and social sciences w ith Chinese features are 
thriving and generating remarkable results. A  nation must have a soul 
that captures our fine traditions. A s cerebral undertakings, literature, 
art, philosophy and social sciences are creations o f the soul; they are 
indispensable and must never go astray.

The CPPCC members in the literary, art and social science circles 
have done trem endous w ork in  delibefating on how  to foster and 
practice the core socialist values, how  to strengthen confidence in 
the culture o f Chinese socialism  and better present C hina to the 
w orld, how to prom ote progress in  socialist literature and art, how to 
im prove the public cultural service system, and how  to ensure a clean 
and decent cyberspace. In  2018, they offered proposals on how to 
prom ote the ethos o f m odel workers and high standards o f  crafts
manship, how to protect and utilize resources for tourism  in  former 
revo lu tionary sites, and how  to develop the cultural and creative 
industries. They have played an im portant role in facilitating rational 
decision-making and effective governance.

O n  the whole, for several years the literary, art, and social science 
circles have successfully identified  their goals, fo llow ed the right 
path, im proved their conduct, created new positive trends, produced
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Rew orks, and trained capable professionals. T h e ir undertakings are 

thriving as a result o f these changes.
Our work in literature， art， philosophy and social sciences, weigh-

• g high in the overall w ork o f the Party and the country, plays a 
significant role in  upholding and developing the Thought on Socialism  
with Chinese Characteristics for a N ew  Era. A t the N ational Confer
ence on PubUc Com m unication held in 2 0 1 8 ,1 set m y expectations o f
our work in these fields under the current situation. Here, I  w ould like
to share with you some o f m y thoughts.

First, we should keep pace w ith the times. As an ancient Chinese 
poet said, uProse and poetry are com posed to reflect the times and
reality.，，1 We should keep pace w ith and speak for our times. In  2018,
we held a grand celebration for the 40th anniversary o f reform  and 
opening up, and commended 100 pioneers o f reform . A m ong them  
were many writers, artists and social scientists, including L i G uyi, L i 
Xuejian, Shi Guangnan, Jiang Z ilong, X ie  Jin , Lu Yao, Fan Jinshi, L i 
Yining, L in Y ifu , W ang Jiafu, H u  Fum ing, X u  Chongde, D u  Runsheng, 
and Zheng Derong. They are all outstanding representatives in  their 
fields, keeping up w ith and serving the needs o f the times.

The new era o f Chinese socialism  calls fo r outstanding w riters, 
artists and theorists and offers extensive space for literary and artistic 
creation and academic innovation. I  hope we w ill increase confidence 
in our culture, keep up w ith the pulse o f the times, and listen to the 
voices o f the times. O u r m ission is to record the new era, create the 
new era, and extol the best o f the new era. W e should brave chal
lenges and seek inspiration for innovative themes from  contem porary
Chinese creations. W e should reflect the historic changes in  our era

and depict the spirit o f our age. W e should record the progress o f this 
era, tell its stories, and manifest its virtues.

Second, we should adopt a people-centered approach. The people 
are the creators o f history. A ll achievements come from  the people, 
M d all glories belong to the people. Looking into the future, we must
rely closely on the people to overcome the challenges that confront us

on our road ahead, and realize the blueprint for national development
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d ra w n  up a t th e  1 9 th  C P C  N a tio n a l  C o n g re ss . “T h e  ro c  soars not
m erely because o f the lightness o f one o f its feathers; the steed gallop 
not m erely because o f the strength o f one o f its legs.,j2 I f  China w a n t s

to fly  high and run fast, it must rely on the strength o f its nearly 1.4 

billion  people.
In  producing literary and artistic works and conducting research 

in  philosophy and social sciences, we must know  w ho we are creat
ing and speaking for. This is a fundamental issue. The people are the
source o f inspiration fo r literary and artistic creations. O n ly  through
a people-centered approach can we draw inexhaustible inspiration. 
O u r w riters and artists should lo o k  beyond their ow n lives and go 
deeper in to  the lives o f ord inary people to tell stories about them, 
listen to their voices, and celebrate their merits. People w orking in the 
philosophy and social science circles should look  beyond their ivory 
tower and conduct extensive field research to see how  people live and 
th ink, then address their doubts and concerns in  a way that echoes 
their inner w orld. Philosophy, social sciences, literature, and art must 
respond to reality and analyze social problem s. Before prescribing the 
right solutions fo r our country，we must first have an idea o f its health 
and then identify the ailments and their causes. H ow  can we treat the 
ailments w ithout a sound diagnosis?

T h ird , we should create fine works fo r the people. G reat writers 
and scholars do not put on airs, but produce great works. Mentioning 
Lao Z i, Confucius, and M encius, we recall D ao D e Jingy The Analects 

o f Confucius^ and The M encius.7" R eferring  to Tao Y uanm ing, L i Bai, 
and D u  Fu,4 we think o f their well-know n poems and prose. Speak
ing  o f Plato, W illiam  Shakespeare, and A dam  Sm ith, we remember 
The R epM ic ， Hamkt， and The WeaM of Nations. If and schdi-
ars do not focus on creating fine works, but take shortcuts and seek 
instant benefits，they cannot grow  into  masters. As I  m entioned at the
Seminar on Literature and A rt in  2014, it is fine works that count. A ll 
ostentatious activities are superficial and w ill soon be gone w ith the
wind.

A ll cultural creations and academic research, to be valuable and
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— ninrful should reflect and respond to reaUty, address practical 
and tackle real issues. I  hope that based on C W s  actual 

S n o n s ,  y〇u can create w orks that reflect our c o u n t s  progress 
nd our peopled enriched Uves, and demonstrate the spirit, values and 

i-eoeth o f the Chinese nation. OriginaUty is a characteristic shared 
L  all fine works. O u r Uterary and artistic creations should highUght 
the Chinese context and the current era. W riters and artists shou 
grease the ethical, cultural and artistic value o f their works by mte- 
erating new concepts w ith  new approaches, and new contents w ith  
new form s. O u r research in  ph ilosophy and social sciences shou 
be grounded on  the practice o f  Chinese socialism , and produce  
original theories and perspectives to build a system o f disciplines, an 
academic system and a discourse system w ith Chinese charactenstics.
At the N ational C onference on P ublic C om m unication , I  em p a- 
sized the need to generate the wiH to get dow n to the grassroots, and 
to improve the ability to observe clearly, th ink profoundly and wnte 
powerfuUy. This requirem ent is also the prerequisite and foundation  
for creating fine works. I  hope C PPC C  members from  the literary, art
and social science circles will take the lead and set a good example. I

addition to releasing individual talent, we also need to gather source 
materials and conduct in-depth and detailed research. Success Ues in  
the detaUs. A s screenplays and novels draw on em otive and genuine 
details, we need to dig deeper into real life to obtain them.

F o u rth , we shou ld  b u ild  socia l norm s by p ro m o tin g  v irtu e . 
According to Zuo's Commentary on the Spring a n d  A u tu m n  A n n a ls , The  
highest attainm ent is to exempUfy v irtue ; the second highest is to 
perform  great deeds; the th ird  highest is to put fo rth  noble ideas. 
People w orking  in  the Uterary, a rt, ph ilosoph y and social science
circles have the responsibility to inspire m inds, refine character, an

warm hearts. Y ou also shoulder the m ission to cultivate moraUty and 
consoUdate the foundations o f our society through your works. As  
w ell-known pubUc figures, you are expected to set an exam ple fo r 
society w ith your lofty aspirations, sound m orals and noble sentiment. 

T o prom ote virtu e , we should first estabUsh m oral integrity. It
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requires those working in the literary, art, philosophy and social 
science circles to be firm in their beliefs and ideals, be responsible 
aim high, and have a deep love for the country. The artistic and

academic quests of individuals should be integrated into the countiys
future and the peopled wellbeing. Accordingly, writers, artists and 
scholars should make their due contribution to the country and the 
people. They should observe professional ethics, improve professional 
proficiency, and be hardworking and diligent. They should practice 
the core socialist values and develop a strong sense of responsibility. 
They should reject sycophancy in favor of self-respect, and vulgarity 
in favor of refinement. Writers, artists and scholars with a good work 
ethic should demonstrate dedication and perseverance in the pursuit 
of their professional aspirations, and achieve their goals through 
assiduous and painstaking efforts.

The year 2019 marks the 70th anniversary of the founding of the 
PRC. Over the past 70 years, China has witnessed profound changes 
and achieved a tremendous transformation. The Chinese nation has 
stood up, become better off and grown in strength. In the history of 
both China and the wider world, it deserves to be written into a heroic 
epic. I hope you can produce fine works to reflect the hard work of 
our Party and our people, to explore the immanent causes of change 
in our country, to explain the strengths in the path, theory, system and 
culture of Chinese socialism behind our achievements，and to better 
interpret China^ practices with Chinese theories, so as to stimulate the 
Party and the people to forge ahead.

As I said at the New Year gathering of the CPPCC National 
Committee at the end of 2018, the peopled support is our top politi
cal priority and public consensus is our driving force for progress. To 
achieve the Two Centenary Goals and the Chinese Dream of national 
rejuvenation, we need to pool the wisdom and strength of all Chinese 
people, build broad consensus, and promote unity. We should be fully 
aware of the role of the CPPCC, which is to focus on the central 
tasks of the Party and the country and fulfill its duties. The CPPCC 
must enhance its function of democratic scrutiny, and gather all the
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sirive energy for national rejuvenation. I hope all of you as CPPCC 
members will improve your competencies and capabilities, take the 
lead in every aspect of your work, honor your commitment, and fulfill 
your mission.

Notes

1 Bai Juyi: *'A Letter to Yuan Zhen>, (Yu Yuan Jiu  Shu). Bai Juyi (772-846) was a 
poet of the Tang Dynasty.

2 Wang Fu: Comments of a Recluse {Qian Fu Lurt). Wang Fu (c. 85-c. 163) was a phi
losopher and poUtical commentator o f the Eastern Han Dynasty.

3 Dao Dejing, also known as Lao Zi, is an im portant philosophical work from  
ancient China. It  is reputed to have been written by Lao Z i during the Spring and 
Autumn Period (770-476 BC).

The Analects of Confucius {Lun Yu) is one o f the Confucian classics. Wntten by the 
disciples o f Confucius, it records the words and deeds o f Confucius, and also com
prises dialogues between Confucius and his disciples.

The Mencius {Meng Zi) is one o f the Confucian classics compiled by Mencius and 
his disciples. The book is a collection o f anecdotes and conversations o f Mencius 
during the W arring States Period (475-221 BC).

4 Tao Yuanming (365-427) was a poet o f the Eastern Jin  Dynasty. U  Bai (701- 
762) and Du Fu (712-770) were poets o f the Tang Dynasty.

5 Zuo's Commentary on the Spring and Autumn Annals {Zuo Zhuan), one o f the Chi
nese Confucian classics, is beUeved to have been written by Zuoqiu Ming. Zuoqiu 
Ming (556-451 BC) was a historian in the State o f Lu during the Spring and Autumn 
Period.



Raise Students’ Awareness o f the Thought on
Socialism with Chinese Characteristics 

for a New Era*

March 18, 2019

The key to improving our education in political philosophy is to
fully implement the Party’s policies on education. We must be clear
about fundamental issues like the purposes, standards and approaches
of education. To carry out the Party’s education policies in the new
era, we must follow the guiding role of Marxism, implement the 
Thought on Socialism with Chinese Characteristics for a New Era, 
keep to the path of socialism in managing schools, and take solid 
measures to build strong moral character. Education should always 
serve the people, the CPC^ governance of China, the development 
of Chinese socialism, reform and opening up, and socialist modern
ization. We must base our education on our national conditions and 
integrate it with work and everyday life. We should push forward 
educational modernization and develop  ̂ strong educational sector 
that satisfies the people. We should ensure that the younger genera
tions can shoulder the responsibility of rejuvenating the Chinese 
nation, and that they become morally, intellectually, physically and 
aesthetically equipped to carry on the cause of socialism.

Young people are the future of China and the hope of our nation. 
Our Party is committed to developing future generations of capable 
people -  those who support the leadership of the CPC and our 
socialist system and are determined to devote themselves to the cause 
of Chinese socialism. We must take a clear stance on this matter of

* Main points of the speech at a seminar with teachers of political philosophy.
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rindple. We should work hard on the education of younger genera
tions beginning with children in schools. It is very important to open 
ourses on political philosophy at primary and secondary schools and 

institutions of higher education. This needs to be done in steps, in a 
gradual way, as a fundamental prop.

Courses on political philosophy are fundamental to building strong 
moral character. Young people are at a crucial stage of life. Like flow
ers in budding which need to be watered, they should be carefully 
guided and educated while they grow up. In our socialist education, 
it is necessary to educate the students in political philosophy, equip 
them with the Thought on Socialism with Chinese Characteristics 
for a New Era, guide them to enhance their confidence in the path, 
theory, system and culture of Chinese socialism, and inspire their 
patriotism. In this way, they are encouraged to serve the country and 
make it stronger by carrying forward Chinese socialism, advancing 
socialist modernization and realizing national rejuvenation. Courses 
on political philosophy play an irreplaceable role in this regard, and 
teachers of these courses bear a great responsibility.

The Party Central Committee places high value on education. 
Attaching great importance to education in political philosophy, we 
have always followed the guiding role of Marxism, and developed a 
discipline of Chinese socialist system, laying foundation for devel- 
oping courses on political philosophy. We have developed a deeper 
understanding of the laws that underlie governance by a communist 
party, the development of socialism, and the evolution of human 
society, and have learned to use them wisely. We have opened up a
new realm in socialism with Chinese characteristics in both theory 
and practice, and our achievements have drawn worldwide attention. 
Our growing confidence in the path, theory, system and culture of 
Chinese socialism has provided strong support for the development 
of courses on political philosophy. Over the course of several thou
sand years, the Chinese nation as a whole has developed a profound 
and outstanding traditional culture. Our Party in particular has forged 
an advanced socialist culture in the course of revolution, economic
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development, and reform. These are the engines powering our cours

es on political philosophy. The successful experiences we have gained 

and our understanding of the regularity of the course over a long 
period provide an important basis for us to keep to the right track and 

facilitate innovation. With these in place, and with our team of trust

worthy, respectable and reliable teachers who have the enthusiasm, 
determination and ability required, we are fully confident that we have 
what it takes to create better courses on political philosophy.

Teachers are the key to developing these courses, and we should 
give full rein to their enthusiasm, initiative, and creativity. Teachers 
of political philosophy should help their smdents sow the seeds of 
the true, the good and the beautiful, and guide them how to tie their 
shoelaces properly before embarking on their journey of life. First, 
they must have strong political convictions. We should let those who 
have faith share that faith with others, and they should have acute 
political awareness and keep a clear head when faced with matters of 
principle. Second, they should love the country and the people, care 
about the future of the Chinese nation, and enrich themselves by 
drawing on the wealth of experience from the practice of the Party 
and the people in the new era. Third, they should be good thinkers, 
learn to use dialectical and historical materialism, and be innovative in 
teaching, so as to let the students have a profound learning experience 
and guide them towards noble ideals and beliefs and sound ways of 
thinking. Fourth, they should broaden their vision of knowledge, the 
world and history. They should be able to explain complicated matters 
by using examples and through in-depth analyses and comparisons. 
Fifth, they should exercise strict self-discipline, be consistent in class 
and out of class, online and offline, advocate the themes of the times, 
and spread positive energy. Sixth, they should have an upright charac
ter, since those who have upright character are attractive to students. 
They should have integrity and exercise a positive influence on their 
students. Only if the students relate to their teachers will they believe 
in what the teachers teach, so the teachers should try to win the 
students, respect with their profound theoretical knowledge and serve
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as role models in studies and in life that the students like and admire.
To push reform and innovation in teaching political philosophy, 

we should give it more theoretical substance and make it more inspi
rational, appealing and targeted. We must integrate political principles 
with scientific rationale, responding to students, questions with thor
ough scientific and academic analysis, convincing them with profound 
theories, and guiding them with truth. We must integrate values with 
knowledge，guiding students to embrace the right values while acquir- 
ing knowledge. We must be both constructive and critical, advocating 
mainstream ideology, and confronting all erroneous ideas and trends 
of thought. We must integrate theory with practice, teaching theory 
in class, emphasizing practice in society, and encouraging students to 
have great ideals and work for their goals. We must integrate uniformi
ty with diversity, adopting the same standards in the objectives, curric
ulum, materials and management of teaching activities, and taking 
different approaches according to the place, time, and audience. We 
must integrate teachers, guidance with students5 initiative, strengthen
ing research to help students better understand and assimilate political 
philosophy, and ensuring they play the primary role in learning. We 
must integrate imparting knowledge with inspiring thinking, guid
ing students to identify, analyze and dissect problems and draw their 
own conclusions with help from teachers. We must integrate explicit 
education with implicit education, and tap into the resources of other 
courses and methodologies, so as to involve all faculties in integrat
ing education in political philosophy into every aspect of the entire 
education process.

China’s success hinges on our Party. Party committees at all levels 
should make it a priority to develop courses on political philoso
phy, focus on the pressing problems hindering the effort, and take 
effective measures underlined by good planning, team building and 
support systems. Under the unified leadership of Party committees, 
Party and government institutions should work together to promote 
these courses, relevant authorities should do their part, and the whole 
society should join in the endeavor，so that the Party，society，teachers,
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and students are all involved and coordinated in their efforts. Party 
committees at schools must be strict in management and take effe
tive measures. The Party secretaries and presidents o f schools should
have first-hand experience of courses on poUtical philosophy, take the 

lead in developing these courses, and work closely with teachers. We 

should have adequate professionals specializing in teaching political 
philosophy, with the majority working full-time. We should focus on 
developing a hoUstic approach to education in poUtical philosophy at 
primary and secondary schools and institutions of higher learning, 
and bring out its full potential. We should improve the curriculum, 
ensure coordination between political philosophy and other courses, 
and encourage eminent teachers from other courses to give lectures 
on poUtical philosophy. Leading officials of local Party committees 
and governments should do likewise at schools.

Carry On the Legacy of the May 4th Movement, 

and Be Worthy of the New Era*

A p ril 30, 2019

Under the leadership of the Party, we have opened up the path 
of Chinese socialism, formed its theoretical framework, established 
its system, developed its culture, and brought it into a new era. The 
Chinese people have unprecedented confidence in the path, theory, 
system and culture of Chinese socialism, and the prospects for 
national rejuvenation have never been brighter.

In the new era, the theme and direction of the Chinese youth 
movement and the mission of Chinese youths are to uphold the lead
ership of the CPC, and work along with other people to realize the 
Two Centenary Goals and the Chinese Dream of national rejuvena
tion.

Youth is the most active and energetic element among all forces 
in society. You are the hope and future of our country. Today, in the 
most promising period of the Chinese nation, young Chinese are 
endowed with rare opportunities to achieve things, and the mission to 
shoulder great responsibilities. In this new era, you should continue to
carry forward the spirit of the May 4th Movement and take on your
rnission to realize national rejuvenation. You should meet the expec
tations of our Party and our people, be worthy of the trust of the 
nation, and live up to the demands of this great era.

First, Chinese youths in the new era should establish great ideals.
The ideals and beliefs of youths have a bearing on the future
a. country. Young people with great ideals and firm beliefs are 

the driving force that builds an invincible nation. High ambitions

* Part of the speech at a conference marking the centenary of the May 4th Movement.
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can stimulate your potential to forge ahead, so that you wiU not drift 
aimlessly Uke a boat without a rudder. It is said that ua person who 
aspires to be a saint will become a saint; and a person who aspires to
be a sage w ill become a sage.’’1 Young people have different life goals
and career choices. But only when you integrate your goals with those 
of the nation and the people, advance with the times, and share the 
aspirations of the people will you live up to your values and realize 
the lofty goals of life. Disregarding the needs of the country and the 
interests of the people, those who are self-centered will find a narrow
er path ahead.

Young Chinese in the new era must have belief in Marxism, faith 
in Chinese socialism, and confidence in realizing the Chinese Dream. 
You must go out to the people, embrace the new era and the new 
world, and realize your ideals and beliefs in building your careers, so 
that the years of your youth will sparkle with innovation and creation.

Second, Chinese youths in the new era should love our country.
Dr. Sun Yat-sen said that the biggest thing for a citizen is ^knowing 

how to love one s country . Whoever does not love their country — or 
even worse, deceives and betrays their motherland -  is a disgrace and 
has no place anywhere in the world. Love of our country, the feeling 
of devotion and sense of attachment to our motherland is a duty and 
responsibility for every Chinese. It is the foundation on which young 
Chinese in the new era can become winners in life. In contemporary 
China, the essence of patriotism is loving our country, our Party and 
socialism all and at the same time.

Young Chinese in the new era should follow the instructions and 
guidance of the Party, and show concern and affection for our coun
try and our people. You should dedicate yourself to the country and 
the people, demonstrate patriotism with lifelong sincerity and drive, 
and let the great banner of patriotism fly high in your heart.

Third, Chinese youths in the new era must shoulder your respofl" 
sibilities.

The times call for responsibility, and our young people must take 
up the responsibility for national rejuvenation. As Lu Xun the great
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writer said， young people “have strength to spare; they can turn a
dense forest into flat land, plant trees in the wilderness, and dig weUs 
in the desertJ,3. In the new journey towards national rejuvenation, we 
need to respond to major challenges, guard against serious risks, over
come real obstacles, and resolve difficult problems. All these urgently 
demand the will to step forward in the face of difficulties. As long as 
young people are brave enough to shoulder responsibilities and fight 
hardships and risks, Chinese socialism iwill be full of vitality, potential 
and hope.

Young people must maintain your 丨 courage， fearing nothing and

forging ahead in spite of difficulties and dangers. You should stand in 
the forefront and be the pioneers of national rejuvenation. There are 
people who are afraid to experiment and try out new things, or treat 
responsibilities as burdens and lossesj or shirk their responsibilities
and attend only to their own business. All such thoughts and acts are
undesirable and those who entertain them will accomplish nothing 
and never be able to truly enjoy life.

Chinese youths must cherish this new era and grow with it. In the 
new era, you must work hard to perform on the vast stage of reform 
and opening up and on the journey to realizing the Chinese Dream. 
And you should endeavor to become morally, intellectually, physically, 
and aesthetically equipped to join and carry on the socialist cause.

Fourth, Chinese youths in the new era must work hard.
Hard work paints a bright backdrop for a young Ufe. As Mao 

Zedong said, ^Should I have 200 years to spare, I will surely swim 
for 3,000 li (1,500 km) .5,4 The mission of national rejuvenation must 
be achieved through hard work, as must the ideals of life. Without 
an arduous popular struggle, carried out especially by generations of 
young people, there would have been neither the present new era of 
Chinese socialism nor a future in which we will realize national reju
venation. Over thousands of years, the Chinese nation has suffered 
Numerous hardships, but none of them could defeat us; instead, 
they have lifted our national spirit, willpower and strength. Today, 
°ur living conditions have improved, but we, especially our young
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people, must retain the spirit and fine tradition of hard work. There 

will definitely be daunting challenges and even perilous storm s in 

the new journey towards national rejuvenation. The spirit o f  ardu

ous struggle is especially needed during the process. Hard w ork  is 

not just a ringing slogan; it is about doing smaU things, completing 

every task, and fulfilHng every duty. The road of hard work wiU not

be smooth, instead it will be cobbled with hardships and full of ups
and downs. The strong can always rise from setbacks; they are never 

discouraged.
In the new era young Chinese must forge ahead as brave and 

devoted pioneers in the forefront of the times against all difficulties 
and obstacles, and work hard to blaze new trails, achieve successes 
and create miracles that will astonish the world.

Fifth, Chinese youths in the new era must have remarkable abili-
ties.

Youth is a golden age for developing skills through hard work. uIf 
you idle away your youth and achieve nothing, ifs no good lamenting 
in old age.’’5

In this new era, knowledge updates quickly, the social division 
of labor is becoming more refined, and new technologies, models, 
and forms of business are emerging one after another. This not only 
provides a broad stage for young people to display your talents, but 
also raises new and higher requirements for your abilities. To achieve 
your ideals or to shoulder the mission of the times, young people 
must cherish and do justice to the prime of youth, study hard to 
acquire scientific knowledge, improve your capabilities, hone your 
skills, and keep up with new developments around the world in terms 
of thinking, vision, ideas, and level of understanding.

Chinese youths in the new era must have a stronger sense of 
urgency in learning, and work hard on studying the Marxist stance, 
viewpoint and methodology. You must master knowledge of science 
and culture and professional expertise. You must improve your 
attainment in humanities by educating yourselves and tempering your 
character through study. You must acquire more skills and become

more professionally competent at work, so that you will be able to 
serve the people and make innovative and creative contributions to 
the country.

Sixth, Chinese youths in the new era should temper your moral 
character.

A person cannot succeed without virtues. This makes morality 
essential. The Chinese nation has been trying to attain moral qualities 
that repose in the heights of excellence. To build China into a strong
modern socialist country, we must enrich ourselves not only materially
but culturally and ethically. Cultural and ethical progress is more last
ing, more profound and more powerful. Young people must integrate 
sound moral appreciation and conscious moral development with 
active moral practice, to improve yourselves and maintain moral integ
rity. This way you will travel further in the correct direction on the 
path of life.

Faced with a complex and changing international landscape, young 
people must differentiate between truth and falsehood and keep to 
the right path, and never blindly follow what others say or do. Facing 
temptation from the outside world, you must remain resolute, strictly 
abide by rules, create a better life with hard and honest work, and 
never be opportunistic or become conceited. While enjoying the good
times，you should remember those who fought to make the pres-
ent possible and work to repay them. You should be grateful to the 
Party, the country, the society and the people. You are expected to go 
through hardships, understand what life entails, get to know people s 
concerns and real problems, and identify the true meaning and value 
of life and work.

In the new era young people must nurture and practice the core 
socialist values, draw nourishment from traditional Chinese virtues, 
learn from heroes and role models of the times, and enhance your 
floral integrity through introspection. You should recognize illustrious 
virtue, follow social ethics, and restrict personal desires, while guard- 
ing against temptations such as worship of money, self-indulgence, 
overly self-centered pursuits, and historical nihilism. You should aim
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high and look far to pursue a more lofty and fulfilling life, so that 

integrity and vitality will prevail throughout our society.

N otes
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The People’s W ellbeing



Continue the “Toilet Revolution’，*

November 2017

Over the past two years the tourism sector has made a real effort 
to promote the “toilet revolution’’，a manifestation of a tangible and 
down-to-earth approach. Tourism is an emerging industry that is going 
strong. We should continue to improve services and infrastructure to 
give it a boost, as we have been doing with the “toilet revolution”.

Toilets are not a trivial issue, but an important element in promot
ing urban and rural progress. The effort should extend from tourist 
sites and cities to every village. This should be a focus of the rural 
revitalization strategy — it is a weak area that needs to be remedied.

* M ain points o f the directive on progress made in  the “ toilet revolution” o f the tour- 
ism sector.
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Bring a Sense of Gain, Happiness and Security 
to the People*

December 2017-November 3, 2019

In recent years solid results have been achieved in the construc
tion, management, maintenance and operation of roads in rural 
areas -  those connecting rural areas, especially poor areas, to the 
rest of the country and bringing them prosperity. The Party has thus 
garnered greater support at the grassroots.

The Ministry of Transport, relevant departments, and all localities 
must fully implement the decisions and plans made at the 19th CPC 
National Congress, and make sure they understand the importance of 
building roads in rural areas as a component of the rural revitaliza
tion strategy and the final fight against poverty. They should focus on 
prominent problems, improve policies and mechanisms, and better 
build, manage, maintain, and operate rural roads, to provide the infra
structure that is necessary for rural people to achieve moderate pros
perity and for modernizing agriculture and rural areas.

(from the directive on the construction, management, maintenance 
and operation of roads in rural areas, December 2017)

II

We must always place the peopled interests above everything

Excerpts from  speeches made between Decem ber 2017 and Novem ber 3, 2019.
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else, accelerate reforming our systems and mechanisms in sectors for 
public wellbeing, and do everything in our means to guarantee and 
improve people’s standard of living. We should continue to improve 
public services, enhance social fairness and justice, and direct more 
public resources to communities, rural areas, and groups in need of 
help. Priority should be given to matters that concern the people’s 
immediate interests.

(from the speech at a gathering celebrating the 30th anniversary of 
the founding of Hainan Province and Hainan Special 

Economic Zone, A p ril 13, 2018)

III

The renovation of rundown urban areas concerns the life and 
work of millions. We cannot have cities with skyscrapers on the one 
side and slums on the other. We still face a daunting task in renovat
ing rundown urban areas across the country. But as long as it is to the 
benefit of the people, we must try our best and do it well.

(from the speech during a visit to Hubei Province, 
A p ril 24-28, 2018)

IV

Gnsuring the safety of medicines is a duty that no Party commit- 
tee or government at any level may neglect. We must always prioritize 
peopled health, improve vaccine management, and hold firm to the 
red line of medication safety, just as we would take a heavy dose of 
Medicine to treat a serious disease. We must do our best to protect 
the immediate interests of the people and ensure public security and 
social stability.

(from the directive on the fake vaccine case of Changsheng Bio- 
Techno/ogy Co., Ltd. in Changchun, ]ilin  Province, ]uly 2018)
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V

M yopia  is a g ro w in g  tre n d  a m o n g  s tu d e n ts ， p a rticu la rly  the  young-
er ones. It is doing severe damage to their health, and is a major issue 
bearing on the future of our country. We must attach greater impor
tance to the problem and prevent it from worsening.

In the context of deeper educational reform, all relevant authori- 
ties should come up with effective prevention and control plans and 
urge all local authorities and departments to ensure implementation. 
The whole society must act for better eyesight and a better future for 
our children.

(from the directive in response to the article <(High Incidence of 

Mjopia Among Chinese Students”，August 2018)

VI

Couriers of express delivery services work very hard, rising early 
and working long into the night, regardless of the weather. They can 
be particularly busy on weekends and during holidays. Just like bees, 
they are the hardest-working people, making our lives easier. We must 
put employment at the top of our agenda, and create more jobs for 
the people.

(from talks during a visit io grassroots officials and communities 
in Beijing before the Spring Festival, February 1, 2019)

VII

The ancient Chinese used to say，“Filial piety is the root of 
morality.551 The Chinese people have always honored filial piety and 
the value of family, caring for the elderly and the children of others as 
they care for their own. China is now an aging society. It is a matter of 
social harmony and stability to ensure care, support, recreation, and 
security for the elderly. The whole of society should respect, care
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and support the elderly, and ensure they have a happy life with more 
and better old-age programs.

(from the speech at a Spring Festival gathering, 
February 3y 2019)

VIII

Civil affairs concern people’s wellbeing and can affect their attitude 
towards the Party and the government. They involve basic work in 
society and how we can guarantee peopled basic needs. Party commit
tees and governments at all levels should put people at the center of 
their work, intensify leadership over civil affairs, improve the capacity 
of grassroots agencies to render service in civil affairs, and ensure the 
sustainable and sound development of this sector. Civil affairs agen
cies at all levels should strengthen the Party, persevere in reform and 
innovation, pay special attention to poverty elimination, special groups 
and public concerns, and fulfill their duties in guaranteeing people 
basic living, grassroots social governance, and basic social services, so 
as to contribute to the building of a moderately prosperous society 
and a modern socialist country.

(from the directive on civil affairs m rk, A p ril 2019) 

IX

Garbage sorting concerns the public’s living environment and 
resource conservation. It is also an important indicator of social prog
ress.

The key to promoting garbage sorting lies in strengthening 
Management, developing a long-term mechanism, and accustoming 
people to the practice. We should strengthen guidance in light of 
local conditions, take solid and concrete measures, and persevere to 
Ae end. Guidance should be given in the form of extensive educa
tion campaigns, so that people understand the importance of and
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necessity for garbage sorting. Through effective supervision and guid 
ance, more people will act and take up the habit. Everybody should 
join the effort, work for a better environment, and contribute to green 

and sustainable development.

(from the directive on garbage sorting, June 2019j

X

We need to focus on the most pressing and relevant problems that 
are of the greatest concern to the people and the difficulties they face 
in their lives, and solve each and every one of them. We will do our
best to achieve real results quickly to give our people a strong sense

of gain, happiness and security. The Party and the government should 
fulfill their duties, encourage and support the participation of enter
prises, people s organizations, and social groups, leverage the role of 
the people, and inspire their enthusiasm, initiative, and creativity, so as 
to create a sustainable operating framework for the city.

(from the speech during a visit to Shanghai, 
November 2-3, 2019)

Notes
3

Classic of FilialPiety (Xiao Jw^), a Confucian classic giving advice on filial piety.

Remove Institutional Barriers to Educational 

Development*

September 10, 2018

Generally speaking, our education currently conforms to the 
national conditions and meets the needs of economic and social 
development, but there still exist some prominent problems and 
shortcomings. These include:

• extra pressure in preschool and basic education through factors 
such as head-start learning and over-education, which damages 
the physical and mental health of students as well as increasing 
the financial burden and energy drain on families;

• the urgent need to improve the quality of institutions of higher 
learning after their rapid expansion;

• the need to take further measures to change the trend of teach
ing and imparting knowledge to the detriment of the all-round 
development of students; and

• the need to enhance the Party’s leadership over education and

strengthen the Party and political education.
All these problems require further reform of the education 

system.
Since the 18th CPC National Congress in 2012, remarkable prog

ress has been made in education reform, but many more things need 
to be done as this is a prolonged campaign involving many factors 
and facets. Last year, the central authorities issued the ^Opinions on 
Deeper Reform of the Education System,5, requiring that we follow 
the established practices and principles of educational development 
and the way students grow to create a vibrant, efficient, and more

* Part o f the speech at the N ational Education Conference.
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open education system which is conducive to high-quality education 
Our drive to modernize education should be socialism-oriented 

maintain the nature of education as a public undertaking, ensure equal 
access to education as the basic national policy, and promote innova
tion in reforming the education system. We should make education 
available to every individual throughout their Hfe and make study a 
habit and a Ufestyle choice, so that people can study whenever and 
wherever they want to. We should guarantee equal access to educa
tion, trying to make good education available to everyone regardless 
of gender, region, and ethnicity, and whether they are rich or poor, 
or from an urban or rural area. We should make education adaptable 
to each individuars needs, enabUng students with different tempera
ment, interests, and potential to receive an education suitable to their 
growth. We should build a more open and flexible education system 
to offer more choices to students to expand their path for growth 
and clear the ladder to academic excellence, career advancement, and 
upward mobility.

First, the mechanism to promote education on values and moral 
integrity should be improved to correct the warped evaluation system 
that guides the development of education. The evaluation system 
determines the orientation of educational development. At pres
ent, the most salient problem in education is too much pressure on 
primary and secondary school students due to short-sighted and 
utilitarian thinking. The deeper problem is that while everyone knows 
it is wrong, they are trapped in conformist thinking and are dragged 
down deeper and deeper into this quagmire of error until it becomes 
a vicious spiral. The concept of education for all-round development 
was raised over 20 years ago. Some progress has been made in this 
regard, but across the regions it is unbalanced. In the final analysis, 
the problem is the requirement for education to foster values and 
moral integrity has not been fully implemented in the education 
system — the yardstick for education is scores and admission rates 
for primary and secondary schools, and research papers for colleges 
and universities. There is no proper place or sound evaluation system
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for moral education and education for all-round development, which 
is a long-standing problem we must solve. We should get rid of this 
obsession with scores, enrollment rates, diplomas, academic papers 
and professional titles, remove their excessive influence on the evalu
ation of the education system, and reverse the utilitarian trend in
education. Educational institutions should fully implement the basic
requirement of education on values and moral integrity, reform 
the ways students are cultivated and schools are run and managed, 
transform the support systems, and build a long-term mechanism 
to promote the physical and mental health of students and their all
round development.

We should support qualified colleges and universities in their
efforts to g ro w  into leading institutions. But we should not place them
in a hierarchy; rather we should encourage each college or university 
to highlight its own strengths and strive to build first-class disciplines 
and facilities. The guiding principles of examination and admission 
systems need to be changed to ensure that students grow in a normal 
way, that the state selects from the talented, and that social justice 
is enhanced. The evaluation system for schools, teachers, students, 
and teaching as a whole should be improved so as to put an end to 
the misguided practices of evaluating teachers based solely on the 
rankings of their stxidents, evaluating students based solely on their 
scores, and evaluating schools based solely on the enrollment rates of 
their graduates to higher-level educational institutions. The practice 
of rewarding or punishing teachers based on enrollment rates alone, 
and the covert practice of approving projects, allocating educational 
funds, and assessing performance in accordance with enrollment rates 
should be rectified. Reform of the national college entrance exam is
of immediate relevance to many and has a bearing on the overall situ-
ation. To ensure that this high-risk reform of wide concern is carried 
out smoothly, Party committees and governments at all levels should
assume direct responsibility to  check on and supervise this work and
step up efforts to coordinate different departments.

Some off-campus training organizations offer examination-
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oriented courses, which goes against good practice in education 
the healthy growth of students. They have increased the extra butdai 
on students and financial burden on parents, and even disturbed tT 
normal teaching order of schools, all of which has aroused stron! 
criticisms. An industry calling for conscience should not becoi^ 
profit-driven. We should regulate these training organizations pursu
ant to the law and make them focus on well-rounded development of 
students.

S eco n d , we sh o u ld  drive d e e p e r  re fo rm  o f  sch o o l o pera ting  mech.
arnsms and education management to folly release the vigor of educa
tion. Although our country boasts the largest education system in the 
world, we face a rather compUcated situation -  unbalanced develop
ment between rural and urban areas and varying educational needs 
among the people. In order to run and develop this large and complex 
sector weH, we must forther our reform in school operating mecha
nism and education management, modernize our capacity and raise 
the level of governance in education by addressing such problems as 
inadequacy in self-restraint and self-development of schools, exces
sive, deficient, improper and underperforming governance of schools 
by governments, and lack of social participation.

At present, people complain that the government still interferes 
too much and involves in excessive detail with school management, 
stifling the vitality of schools. At the same îme, the government's 
role in helping schools out of difficulties is not always fulfilled. The 
allocation of human, financial, and material resources for schools 
is administered by a number of government departments, some of 
which simply follow age-old policies and methods. This problem must 
be addressed systematically. Schools have their own well-established 
practices and focus of work. Party committees and governments at 
all levels should cut unnecessary inspections and assessment; they 
should not ask schools to suspend classes to organize social events on
campus, far less assign to schools the work of attracting investment or
organizing demolition projects.

Governments can use various university rankings published by
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Afferent organizations as a reference, but they should never be misled 
suCh rankings. School management should be the responsibility of 

school, and governments should delegate such powers as alloca- 
of resources, use of funds, and performance assessment to the

s c h o o l  itself to make it accountable for its own business.
The goal of reforming the education system is to improve the 

quaUty of education. The first focus should be improving teaching 
capabilities by launching reforms concerning teachers, textbooks, 
and teaching methodology. We should identify diverse and effective 
teaching methodologies and approaches to make real breakthroughs 
in weU-rounded education. The second focus should be improving
learn in g  capabilities by promoting reforms that foster moral integrity
and lofty ideals, build inteHectual and physical strength, and produce 
the talent needed by society. We should make preschool education 
available to aH, promote integrated development of urban and rural 
compulsory education, encourage diversified development of high 
schools by exploiting their individual strengths, bring out the full 
potential of higher education, raise the qudity of vocational educa
tion, step up poverty alleviation efforts in education, and improve 
the level of ethnic minority education, special needs education, and 
continuing education to create conditions for everyone to grow in a 
well-rounded way. The third focus should be improving school admin
istration and operation in accordance with the law. We should work 
out a better system and stronger mechanisms for governing schools 
and continuously improving education management as a whole.

Third, we should improve the capacity of education to serve 
economic and social development. To meet the needs of a strong 
modern sociaUst country, we should adjust the regional distribution 
of institutions of higher learning, optimize the structure of disci
plines and the setup of academic programs, and improve the manage-
ment of higher education to help universities identify their particular
strengths and find different ways to excel. We should instUl the idea of 
innovation and entrepreneurship throughout the education process, 
enable dynamic adjustment of disciplines and programs, build first-



406 T he G overnance o f C hina

class universities and disciplines at a quicker pace, and promote 
innovation by coordinating efforts of enterprises, universities, and 

research institutes. By doing so, we commit ourselves to implementing 
an innovation-driven development strategy that focuses on cultivating 
innovative, interdisciplinary and professional personnel with practical 
skills.

We should attach great importance to vocational education by 
encouraging the integration of efforts of enterprises and vocational 
institutions, improve the mechanism which attaches equal importance 
to cultivating moral integrity and honing skills, and integrate work 
with learning. This will offer a steady supply of millions of compe
tent individuals to our industries, and give graduates from vocational 
schools more opportunities for career development. We should roll 
out flexible and effective preferential policies, foster a culture which 
encourages enterprises to shoulder the responsibility of vocational 
education, and build a community of shared future for vocational 
schools and colleges, industries and enterprises.

Fourth, we should open our educational sector wider to the 
outside world to enhance its influence around the world. The sea and 
river refuse no stream. To modernize the education sector, we should 
be committed to the opening-up policy and strengthen mutual respect, 
learning and exchange with all other countries. We should promote 
high-level collaboration with first-class institutions around the world 
to introduce high-quality and much-needed resources, especially state- 
of-the-art technology and academic disciplines and programs that are 
underdeveloped, absent, or in short supply in our country. As part 
of our effort to train global future elites, we should develop interna
tionally competitive education to attract outstanding students from 
around the world，thus making Ghina a major world education center 
and a sought-after destination for international students. We should 
enhance the role of education in serving diplomacy, ensure the ongo
ing success of Confucius Institutes and Confucius Classrooms across 
the globe through educational exchange and cooperation, and make 
good friends to China of millions of people studying Chinese around
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the world, and tens of thousands of international students in China.
We should endeavor to train talented people with a global vision 

who are familiar with Party and state policies, proficient in foreign 
languages, adept in international rules, and skillful in negotiation and 
communication with foreign parties. We should target our efforts 
to train professional and technical personnel and management staff 
proficient in foreign languages ready to serve the Belt and Road Initia
tive, and make plans to train and encourage outstanding individuals to 
apply for positions with international organizations. We should move 
faster to build overseas international schools with Chinese features. 
This would help the children of staff in Chinese agencies stationed 
abroad, of employees in overseas Chinese companies, and of over
seas Chinese businesspeople and workers to receive Chinese-language 
education. And this will also make it convenient for the children of 
overseas Chinese nationals and foreign citizens of Chinese descent to 
study Chinese language, history and culture.



Safeguard Political Security, Social Order and 

Peaceful Lives*

January 15, 2019

We must follow the guidance of the Thought on Socialism with
Chinese Characteristics for a New Era, uphold the absolute leader
ship of the CPC over judicial, prosecuting and pubHc security work, 
and adhere to the people-centered phHosophy of development We 
should accelerate the modernization of social governance, compre
hensive and in-depth reform in the judicial, prosecuting and public
security fields，and the development of a consistent, specialized and
professional contingent of judicial, prosecuting and public security 
personnel with revolutionary spirit. Working in these fields, we must 
faithfUUy fulfill our duties, have the courage to shoulder responsibili
ties and do what is needed, and be keen on reform and innovation. We 
must ftilfiU 〇ur duties to ensure our country^ political security, social 
stabiUty, social equity and justice, and a happy Hfe for the people. In so
doing, we will open a new chapter in judicial, prosecuting and pubUc 
security work.

Since the 18th CPC National Congress in 2012, the Party Central 
Committee has been attaching more importance to judicial, prosecut
ing and pubUc security work, making a string of major decisions and 
implementing a senes of major measures, thereby safeguarding politi
cal security, social stability and the peaceful life of the people and 
promoting sustained and sound economic and social development. 
This results from the strong leadership of the Central Committee and 
the concerted effort of the entire Party and aH the Chinese people and

Pubiil s ^ tity ° w l〇f the Speech at the Centtal C〇nference on Judicia1' Prosecuting and
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embodies wisdom and hard work of aH those working in the judicial,

mass line and stick to the 
principle that social governance is for the people. We must do weH in 
combining the best of our Party's traditions with new technologies 
and new tools, be creative in improving the mechanisms for organiz
ing and mobilizing the people and for bringing them benefits, serving 
them and addressing their concerns, and turn the people s wisdom 
and ingenuity into an inexhaustible source of innovation in social 
governance. We should strengthen law enforcement and the judicature 
in key areas concerning the people's immediate interests to ensure that 
our people can enjoy bluer skies, cleaner water, fresher air, safer food, 
convenient traffic and more harmonious social order.

We should be adept at transforming the leadership of the Party 
and the strengths of Chinese socialism into efficient social gover
nance, and improve the law-based social governance model under 
which Party committee exercises leadership, government assumes
responsibility, all sectors join the effort, and the public take part, so
as to establish a social governance m odel based on collaboration,

participation, and common interests. We should innovate and improve 
coordination of our efforts to ensure law and order, pool the resourc
es of judicial, prosecuting and pubHc security systems and relevant 
departments, and foster a positive environment in which problems are 
jointly tackled, work is coordinated, and peace and security are jointly
created. Leading officials of ail provinces and equivalent adminis
trative units and central departments must implement a leadership

responsibility system and fulfill their duties in maintaining local stabil
ity and safeguarding local security. We must further promote innova-
tion in community governance and build a vigorous and efficient new
system for grassroots-level governance.

We need to promote the core sociaUst values, strengthen political 
and moral education, improve the nomination and commendation of 
role models who act bravely for justice, and let integrity and justice 
prevaU in the whole society. We must do everything in accordance

prosecuting and public security systems.
We must put into practice our Party’s
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with the law, and ensure that law-abiding people feel proud and valuej 
and that law-breakers and unethical individuals suffer the c〇nSe. 
quences of their wrongdoing. We need to improve mechanisms f〇f 
community-level self-governance, motivate the enthusiasm of urban 

and rural residents, enterprises, public institutions and social o rg a n iz a 

tions in self-governance, and build a community of social g o v e rn a n c e  

in which everyone has and fulfills their responsibilities. We need to 
improve public psychological services and related counseling and 
cnsis intervention, and cultivate self-esteem, self-confidence, ra tio n a l

ity, composure and amity among our people. We need to accelerate 
the development of a crime prevention and control system that is 

multifaceted and IT-based.
Gangland forces are maUgnant tumors in society, causing severe 

disruption to economic and social order and eroding the very foun
dations of our Party's governance. We must unswervingly pursue the 
goals of the three-year campaign against organized crime, improve 
our strategies and measures, adjust the focus of our efforts accord
ing to specific conditions in different phases and fields, and maintain 
an overwhelming momentum. We need to focus on major cases of 
organized crime and target the gangs' financial sources, connections 
and protective umbrellas, make real and meticulous efforts on both 
prevention and punishment, address both the symptoms and root 
causes, and ensure that we can deHver long-term concrete results.

We need to make new breakthroughs in the reform of the judi
cial, prosecuting and public security systems from an overall perspec
tive and quicken our pace in establishing and optimizing judicial, 
prosecuting and public security departments that collaborate to 
achieve high efficiency. We need to improve the allocation of the 
fianctions and powers of these departments and estabUsh a mecha
nism by which the departments aU fulfdl their duties, fuUy cooper
ate with each other, and effectively check on each other. We need 
to carry forward the reform of the internal institutions of judicial, 
prosecuting and pubUc security agencies, and improve their division 
of functions, institutional setup and staff establishment, so as to
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ake them more efficient. We should enforce judicial accountability 
m all respects to enable judicial personnel to concentrate their energy 
W ^filling duties and handUng cases weH, so as to improve judicial 
performance, efficiency and credibiUty. We should focus on issues 
of major concern to the pubUc, lose no time in improving checks 
on and oversight over the exercise of power, and resolutely prevent 
lax law enforcement, miscarriages of justice, law-breaking by law- 
enforcement personnel, and judicial corruption. We should continue 
to reform the Utigation system, separate compHcated, major or time- 
consuming cases from simple, minor or easy ones, and promote wide 
appUcation of big data, artificial intelHgence and other new technolo- 
gies in our judicial work.

As providers of various public services, judicial, prosecuting an 
public security bodies should work hard to provide services that are 
universally available, equaUy accessible, convenient, efficient, lnteUi- 
gent and targeted. We should continue to reduce the requirements on 
document submission for the convenience of citizens, accelerate the 
reform aiming to provide cross-region case filing services, and facili
tate the remote and coordinated handling of cross-region cases, so 
as to improve off-site Utigation. We should continue to buUd a pubUc 
legal services system, accelerate the integration of legal resources 
including lawyers, notarization, judicial authentication, arbitration, 
judicial offices and mediation, so as to establish an all-encompassing 
legal services network that is accessible anywhere and anytime. We
should work faster to build systems protecting the security and safety
of overseas Chinese citi2ens and entities, and safeguard their lawful 
rights and interests.

We should take a clear stand in giving top priority to raising politi- 
cal awareness, and work hard to build a strong contingent of legal 
professionals that can be reUed on by the Party Central Committee 
and can meet the needs of the people. We should emphasize theo
retical education, and guide poUce officers to study and thoroughly
understand the Thought on Socialism with Chinese Characteristics for
a New Era. This will help them maintain their political commitment,
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think in terms of the general picture, follow the core leadership 〇f 
the CPC Central Committee, and act in accordance with its require
ments. It will give them full confidence in the path, theory, system  

and culture of socialism with Chinese characteristics, and ensure that 
they will resolutely adhere to the Two Upholds, and never waver in
building and safeguarding Chinese socialism. Judicial，prosecuting and
public security departments should be strict with themselves, remove 
all irregularities despite pains, and ferret out any rotten apples with the 
strongest will and the most resolute actions.

All judicial, prosecuting and public security bodies should attach 
greater importance l:o developing their professional abilities. TThis 
requires an emphasis on combat effectiveness, practical usefulness 
and real effects, so as to comprehensively improve the officials, abil
ity to apply laws and policies, prevent and control risks, engage with 
the people, utilize technology, and guide public opinion. Among our 
state agencies, judicial, prosecuting and public security systems are the 
ones which contribute the most and sacrifice the most during times 
of peace. We need to treat them with special care, and encourage and 
support people working in these systems, ensuring their legitimate 
income and wellbeing, giving them humanistic care, and doing our 
best to help them solve their problems, so that they can fully, actively 
and confidently apply themselves to their work.

We need to strengthen the leadership and ranks of the judicial, 
prosecuting and public security systems and promote the develop
ment of primary-level Party organizations. Party organizations and 
leaders at all levels should support the work of judicial, prosecut
ing and public security departments and support them in wielding 
power independently and impartially. All Party committees and their 
commissions for judicial, prosecuting and public security affairs at 
various levels should give priority to steering political orientation, 
coordinating departments’ duties，commanding judicial, prosecuting 
and public security work, strengthening training of officials work
ing in these systems, supervising the performance of their duties in 
accordance with the law, and creating an environment for impartial
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law enforcement. They should improve the systems and mechanisms
for supervision on political integrity, maintenance of public order, law
enforcement，and discipline and conduct.



H arm on y Between 
H u m an ity and N ature



Principles to Apply in Protecting 

the Eco-Environment*

May 18, 2018

Protecting the eco-environment is a major political issue related 
to the mission and purpose of the CPC; it is also a major social 
issue related to peopled wellbeing. The Party has always attached 
great importance to this issue, and established resource conserva
tion and environmental protection as a fundamental national policy, 
and sustainable development as a national strategy. As economic and 
social development proceeds, our comprehension of the overall plan 
for building socialism with Chinese characteristics has evolved, from 
the Two Progresses1 (in the 1980s), to the Three-sphere Plan2 (in the 
1990s), to the Four-sphere Plan3 (in 2007), and to the Five-sphere 
Integrated Plan today. The process represents a major practical and 
theoretical innovation, which has brought about a profound change in 
China’s philosophy and model of development.

The principal challenge facing our society is the gap between 
unbalanced and inadequate development and the ever-growing expec
tation of the people for a better life. To meet the peopled need for 
a quality eco-environment has become an important element of this 
challenge. The general public is looking forward to a rapid improve
ment. Their aspiration for a better life is the goal of our Party, and 
solving their most pressing and immediate concerns is our mission. 
The peopled support is our top political priority. Therefore, we should 
respond to the people’s opinions， hopes, and concerns, promoting 
environmental protection, preserving the ecosystems, and providing 
^ore quality eco-products.

* Part of the speech at the National Conference on Eco-environmental Protection.
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Humanity is a community that rises and falls as one. Protecting th e  

eco-environment is a common challenge and a joint responsibility f〇r 
the whole world. Success in this endeavor will be good for C h i n e s e  

socialism; otherwise it will become a pretext for forces with u l t e r i o r  

motives to attack us.
Since humanity entered the industrial age, rapid traditional indus

trialization, while bringing about great material wealth, has acceler
ated the consumption of natural resources, and broken the original 
cycle and balance of the ecosystems, resulting in a tense relationship 
between humanity and nature. Since the 1930s, a number of environ
mental incidents have occurred in Western countries, causing huge 
losses, which have shocked the world and triggered a profound reflec
tion on the development model of capitalism.

In the process of more than 200 years of modernization, industri
alization was realized in no more than 30 countries with a total popu
lation of no more than 1 billion. If  we promote eco-environmental 
progress and build China, the largest developing country with a popu
lation of more than 1.3 billion, into a modern socialist country that is 
prosperous, strong, democratic, culturally advanced, harmonious and 
beautiful, the influence of our achievement will be worldwide.

Since the 18th CPC National Congress in 2012, our Party has put 
forward a series of new concepts, ideas and strategies in answering 
the important theoretical and practical questions of why to pursue 
eco-environmental progress, what the goal is, and how to achieve it. 
In order to succeed in this endeavor in the new era, we must adhere 
to the following principles:

First, we must pursue the harmonious coexistence between 
humanity and nature. Humanity and nature are a community of life. 
There is no substitute for the current eco-environment. When we use 
it, we take it for granted. But once damaged, it will struggle to recover. 
“Heaven and earth coexist with me; all things and I are one.”4 “Heaven 
and earth do not speak, yet the seasons change and all things grow.>，5 

When human beings make rational use of nature and protect it, the 
rewards of nature are often generous; when human beings rudely
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exploit and plunder nature, the punishment is bound to be merciless.
It is an immutable law that harm caused by human actions to nature 
will eventually hurt human beings themselves. £<A11 things must be 
in harmony with natxire to grow, and obtain from nature to thrive. 
There are many vivid examples. One of them is Dujiangyan, a large- 
scale water conservancy project on the Minjiang River near the city 
of Chengdu on the Chengdu Plain, in southwest China5s Sichuan
Province. W hen it was first built in the Warring States Period more
than 2,000 years ago, the flood patterns of the Minjiang River and 
the topography of the Chengdu Plain were important factors to be 
considered. The project is still in use today -  it has benefited genera
tions of local residents.

In the whole process of economic development, we must adhere 
to the principle of giving priority to conservation, protection, and the 
restoration of nature. We should not think about taking from nature 
without giving back, developing without protecting, and consum
ing without restoring. We should protect the eco-environment as we 
protect our eyes, and cherish it as we cherish our own lives. We should 
lay the groundwork for long-term benefits, take concrete steps to 
protect nature, restore the ecosystems, and create a beautiful envi
ronment. We should make it possible for people to enjoy the natural 
landscape and retain their love of nature, while returning serenity, 
harmony and beauty back to nature.

Second, clear waters and green mountains are invaluable assets. 
This is an important concept of development and a major prin-
ciple behind our modernization drive. It emphasizes the relationship
between economic development and eco-environmental protection — 
this means preserving and developing productive forces. It points out 
a new way to coordinate development and protection. Clear waters and 
green mountains are not only natural and ecological wealth, but also 
social and economic wealth. Protecting the eco-environment means 
protecting nature  ̂value and adding value to nature s capital, protect
ing the potential of economic and social development, and giving full 
play to the ecological, social and economic effects of nature.
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Eco-environmental problems are after aU the results of 〇ur deVel
o p m e n t m o d e l an d  o u r  w ay o f  life. In  o rd e r  to  fiindam entally  solve the
problems, we must put into practice the vision of innovative, coordi， 

nated, green, open and shared development, and accelerate the forma 

tion of spatial configurations, industrial structures, production models 
and lifestyles that favor resource conservation and environmental 
protection. We must also keep economic and human activities within
th e  c a rry in g  capac ity  o f  n a tu ra l re so u rc e s  an d  th e  eco-env ironm ent
leaving time and space for nature to recuperate.

We should move faster to draw and enforce red lines for the 
protection of the ecosystems, the quality of the environment, and 
rational resource utiHzation. Crossing these red lines by continuing 
the extensive growth model and through unlimited plundering of 
existing resources at the expense of future generations will no longer 
be tolerated. To enforce these red lines, it is necessary to establish 
a strict and unified system to manage, with consistent standards, 
all major environmental spaces. By doing so, we will ensure that 
ecological functions will not weaken and environmental areas will not 
decrease -  we will continue to conserve these areas. Environmen
tal quality cannot be allowed to drop further; it must only improve. 
Local Party and government officials must be held accountable if 
their regions' ecosystems are seriously damaged and their environ
ment deteriorates. As to resource utilization, wfe must ensure proper 
exploitation within the bearing capacity of natural resources, taking 
into consideration not only the needs of humans and of today, but 
also the needs of nature and of the future.

Third, a good eco-environment is the most inclusive form of 
public wellbeing. We should choose to do the things that win the 
approval of the people, and avoid doing things that they oppose. A 
good environment is part of the public's wellbeing; green mountains 
and blue skies bring delight and happiness to the people. Economic
development contributes to improving people’s wellbeing, so does 
eco-environmental protection. We should create more material and 
cultural wealth to meet the peopled growing expectation for a better
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life and effectively preserve the ecosystems to meet their growing 
e x p e c t a t i o n  for a beautiful environment. We must pursue environ
m e n ta l benefits for the people with the emphasis on solving promi
n e n t  problems that threaten their health. We must accelerate this 
work, provide more quality eco-products, and realize social fairness
and justice. ,

Eco-environmental progress is a common cause that reqvures the
participation and contribution of the general public. Its results will 
also be shared by the people. To build a beautiful China, we should 
transform our efforts into conscientious action on the part of all. 
Each and every individual is a protector, buHder and beneficiary, and 
no one should be a bystander, an outsider or a cntic. No one should 
remain aloof and pay only lip service. We must enhance people's 
awareness of resource conservation, environmental protection, and 
a healthy ecosystem. We need to cultivate eco-friendly ethics and 
codes of conduct, launch nationwide green environment campaigns, 
and encourage the whole of society to contribute to environmental 
protection by reducing pollution and consumption of energy and 
other resources.

Fourth, mountains, rivers, forests, farmlands, lakes and grasslands 
are a community of life. An ecosystem is an integrated natural system 
of interdependent and closely-related ecological chains. The lifeline 
of humans rests with farmlands, that of farmlands with water, that 
of water with mountains, that of mountains with earth, and that of 
earth with forests and grasslands. This community of life is the mate
rial basis for the survival and development of humanity. We should 
take a broad and long-term view. We must try to avoid earning a Httle 
only to lose a lot, or attending to one thing and losing sight of others. 
Otherwise, our actions are bound to cause systematic and long-lasting 
damage.

In order to seek a new way of governance from a systematic and 
broader perspective, we must no longer take a fragmented and paniative 
approach that only treats the symptoms, nor can we care for our own 
business and hold others back. Instead we must make an overaH plan
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that takes aU relevant factors into consideration, and adopt mulrim 
measures simultaneously to advance eco-environmental progress iTnl 
respects. For instance, to achieve the best results in systematic control
of water poHution, it is necessary to consider a comprehensive ran* 
of factors concerning a body of water -  river banks on both side, 
upstream and downstream, surface water and groundwater, rivers' 
oceans, aquatic ecosystems, water resources, poUution prevention and
control, and environmental protection.

We wiU further integrate the protection and restoration of moun 
tauis, nvers, forests, farmlands, lakes and grasslands, carry out large- 
scale afforestation campaigns, and speed up the comprehensive
control of soH erosion, desertification, and stony desertification. In
developing the Yangtze River Economic Belt, we will strive to step upl 
conservation of the Yangtze River, stop over-development, and prior
itize environmental protection and green development. AU economic 
activities involving the Yangtze River must be conditional on not 
damaging the river’s ecosystem.

Fifth, we should protect the eco-environment with the strictest 
regulations and laws. Eco-environmental protection reUes on laws 
and regulations. Most of the outstanding environmental problems in 
China result from incomplete systems, the lack of appropriate rules 
and enforceable laws, inadequate implementation, and ineffective 
punishment. We must speed up institutional irtnovation, put in place 
more regulations, improve support systems, and strengthen their 
implementation. Regulations must be made mandatory, so that they 
become a powerful deterrent. We must use rules to supervise offi
cials and their exercise of power in protecting blue skies and increas
ing green coverage. We must associate power with responsibiHty and 
accountabiUty, so as to ensure the implementation of the CPC Central
Committee^ poUcies and plans for building an eco-civiHzation.

A country is strong when its law enforcement is strong; it is weak 
when its law enforcement is weak. The power of laws and decrees 
can only be estabUshed through their enforcement. The efficacy of 
rules Ues in their implementation. We have introduced a series of
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f measures and related rules. They must be carried out as strict- 
[vts the central inspection of environmental protection. The bmdmg 
L e e  and authority of the institutions must be firmly established, 
and selective implementation and perfunctory enforcement must be

necessary to implement the accountabUity system among lead
ing officials for protecting our eco-environment, and stnedy assess 
their performance. Those who make ill-judged decisions that cause 
harmful consequences must be held accountable, and for Ufe.

We must never be lenient in punishing actions that damage our 
eco-environment. We will strike hard at typical cases that cause 
damage to the eco-environment and send out the signal that the 
perpetrators will be severely punished. Anyone who damages the envi
ronment - no matter where or when -  shall face the consequences.
The institutions must not become a <cpaper tiger .

Sixth, we should work together to promote a global eco-civilization. 
The eco-environment bears on the future of humanity. Building a 
green home is our common dream. Protecting the environment and 
dealing with cUmate change requires the joint efforts of all countries. 
No country can distance itself or remain immune from such chal- 
lcngcs.

China has become an important participant, contributor and 
leader in promoting a global eco-civiUzation. We advocate joint y 
building a clean and beautifvil world that respects nature and avors 
green development. China wiU be heavily involved in global environ
mental governance, have a bigger say and greater influence, pky an 
active part in the transformation of the international order, and e p 
form global solutions to eco-environmental protection and to sustain
able development. We must always adopt the environment-friendly 
approach and play a constructive role in international cooperation on 
climate change. We will promote the pWlosophy and practice of eco- 
environmental progress in the Belt and Road Initiative to benefit the 
peoples of aU countries along the Belt and Road.
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Notes

1 This refers to China^ plan for material and cultural progress.
2 This refers to China^ plan for economic, political and cultural progress.
3 This refers to China^ plan for economic, political, cultural and social progress.
4 Zhuang Zi.

5 L i Bai: ^Letter to Pei Kuan, G overnor Secretary o f Anzhou Prefecture,> (Shang 
A n Zhou Pei Zhang Shi Shu).

6 Xun Z i: Xun Zi. Xun Z i (c. 325-238 BC) was a philosopher, thinker and educa
tor in the W arring States Period.

Win the Battle Against Pollution*

May 18, 2018

In the report to the 19th CPC National Congress in 2017, I said 
that we must focus on priorities, address shortcomings, and shore up 
points of weakness，and emphasized that we must take firm steps to 
forestall and defuse major risks, carry out targeted poverty alleviation, 
and prevent and control pollution, so that we build a moderately pros
perous society that earns the peopled approval and stands the test of 
time. Now we should concentrate our strengths and enact more effec- 
tive policy measures to win this tough battle.

First, we should develop a system for creating an eco-civilization. 
We should resolve environmental problems at this critical juncture of 
history. For this purpose, we must foster a culture promoting eco-values, 
an economy highlighting eco-friendly industries and industrialization of
environmental protection activities, a responsibility system for achieving 
the goal of improving the eco-environment, a complete support system 
for ensuring eco-environmental protection through modernized gover
nance, and a security system prioritizing well-functioning ecosystems 
and effective control of environmental risks.

By accelerating the pace of this work we can achieve a remark
able improvement in the quality and efficiency of China5s economic 
development. By 2035 we will put in place a land-use planning system, 
industrial structure, mode of production, and way of life, all of which
are resource-saving and environment-friendly. The eco-environment

be much better, the basic modernization of China^ eco-environ- 
rnental governance system and capacity will be achieved, and the goal 
°f building a beautiful China will be generally realized.

* Part of the speech at the National Conference on Eco-environmental Protection.
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By the middle of the century, we will develop China into a 
modern socialist country that is prosperous, strong, democratic, 
culturally advanced, harmonious, and beautiful. By the end of this 
stage, we will reach new heights in every dimension of material, politi
cal, cultural, social, and eco-environmental progress. A green mode 
of development and a green way of life will be established, character
ized by harmonious coexistence between humanity and nature. Our 
national eco-environmental governance system and capacity will be 
fully modernized, and we will complete the task of building a beauti
ful China.

Second, we should push for green development across the board. 
Green symbolizes life and nature. A healthy eco-environment is the 
foundation for the better life that the people are anticipating. Green 
development is a key component of China^ new vision of innova
tive, coordinated, green, open and shared development. These five 
concepts interact with and complement each other. Green develop
ment is a must for profound reform in all respects and for building 
a high-quality, modern economy. The goal is to change the tradi
tional economic model characterized by massive production, massive 
consumption and massive emissions, so that resources, production 
and consumption are in balance. As a result, social and economic 
development can operate in tandem with environmental protection, 
and humanity and nature can coexist in harmony.

A green development model is the fundamental solution to pollu
tion. Only by reducing pollutant discharges at source can we make 
significant improvements to the eco-environment. We should focus 
on adjusting the economic structure and energy mix, optimizing the 
industrial and land-use configuration, strengthening industries, and 
stepping up environmental protection in all respects from production 
to consumption. A change in the economic structure and energy niix 
can promote economic growth and reduce pollutant discharges. We 
should conduct environmental assessments of major economic poli
cies and industrial projects, and make the best use of land and land 
resources by adjusting industrial development plans in regions and
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major river basins. We should foster stronger energy-saving and eco- 
friendly industries, clean production industries, clean energy industries, 
highly-efficient agriculture, advanced manufacturing, and modern 
service industries. We should encourage resource conservation and 
recycling across the board, and adopt circular use of resources in 
production and in everyday life.

Green ways of life can be applied to food and clothing, housing 
and transport. We encourage simple, moderate, green and low-carbon 
ways of life, and oppose extravagance and excessive consumption. 
We should launch initiatives to make Party and government institu
tions more conservation-conscious, and develop eco-friendly fami
lies, schools, communities and transport services. By embracing green 
living, we can help make our mode of production more eco-friendly.

Third, we should give top priority to addressing eco-environmental 
problems in improving peopled lives. We shall spare no effort to 
do the smallest things if they benefit the people, and steer clear of 
even the smallest things that might harm the people. We must fight 
a tough battde against pollution and secure major victories, concen-
trating our efforts on resolving prominent environmental problems
that directly affect peopled lives. Severe air pollution, black, fetid 
water bodies, piled-up trash, and a deteriorating rural environment 
are major and immediate public concerns. These problems, severely 
disturbing peopled work and life, are the source of many public 
complaints and can even disturb the social order. We must overcome 
these problems. We should leverage our strengths, rally all possible 
forces, and get everyone involved. In this tough battle against pollu
tion, we need to gain one success after another with the support of 
the people.

To improve the air quality is our top priority. It is an earnest 
expectation of the Chinese people and also a promise we have made 
to the international community as hosts of the 2022 Beijing Winter 
Olympic Games. In curbing air pollution, we should first and fore
most target the Beijing-Tianjin-Hebei Region and its surrounding area, 
Ae Yangtze River Delta, and the Fenhe-Weihe River Plain, focusing
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particularly on Beijing. A substantial improvement in air quality is 
unconditional requirement. We need to reinforce a concerted effort ̂  
prevent and control air pollution, putting an end to severe pollution 
and bringing back blue skies.

We must restructure industries, reducing excess and outdated
capacity  an d  c rea tin g  n ew  g ro w th  drivers. W e sh o u ld  en fo rce  upgrad

in g  in  b ad ly -p o llu tin g  sec to rs  to  ach ieve co m p lian ce  w ith  environmen-
tal standards, and achieve ultra-low emissions in thermal power, steel 
and other industries. We will tighten up regulation of enterprises that 
do not comply with national industrial policies or local industrial plan- 
ning, have not yet acquired the approval of relevant authorities, or 
do not meet environmental standards. Depending on their respective 
conditions, some of these enterprises will be closed, some reformed 
and upgraded, and some moved to industrial parks.

We need to change our energy mix, reducing coal use and devel
oping clean energy. We need to take multiple measures simultaneously
in conformity with local conditions. We have resolved to provide 
winter heating from clean energy sources in northern China, replacing 
coal with natural gas and/or electricity wherever it is appropriate. We 
need to establish a system for the production, supply, storage and sale 
of natural gas as soon as possible, and optimize distribution of the 
sources of natural gas. We need to enhance connectivity across differ
ent gas pipeline networks, and guarantee gas supply. After replacing 
coal with electricity and natural gas, we need to provide subsidies 
and favorable prices to ensure they are accessible and affordable. We 
need to make greater efforts to eliminate individual coal-fired boilers, 
and suspend operations of outdated coal-fired power plants that are 
sources of serious pollution and quicken the pace of their transfor- 
mation and upgrading.

We must restructure transport, reducing the use of road, increas
ing the use of rail, and cutting down emissions from diesel-powered 
freight vehicles. In order to improve their performance and efficiency, 
we need to upgrade, integrate and scale up freight transport business
es, and encourage 4<chain-store,? type operations.
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We should continue to implement our action plans for preventing 
and controlling water pollution. We will give priorities to protecting 
water sources, cleaning up black, fetid water bodies in urban areas, 
improving the Bohai Sea water through comprehensive measures, 
and protecting and restoring the Yangtze River ecosystem. Our goal 
is to guarantee drinking water safety. In water poUution control, we 
have many problems to resolve. One of the most pressing tasks is 
to improve our facilities for the collection and disposal of urban 
sewage. We have so much to improve in this regard. According to 
the reports from the Central Environmental Protection Inspection 
Teams, discharge of untreated sewage is still prevalent in some of 
the municipalities directly under the central government, in devel
oped coastal provinces, and in special economic zones. To realize
M  co v e ra g e  o f  th e  p ip e d  sewage network，and full collection and 
d isp osa l o f  u rb an  sewage, we should set a “must-reach” goal and
fulfill it by all possible means. Failing this, our efforts of cleaning up 
would be wasted.

We should fully enforce the action plan on soil pollution control, 
and promulgate and implement a law on the prevention and control 
of soil poUution. We should target key regions, industries and pollut
ants to enhance soil pollution control and soil restoration and forestall 
risks effectively, so as to provide safe food and safe residence for the 
people. We will sharply reduce the variety and quantity of imported 
solid wastes prior to imposing a total ban on all imports of garbage. 
Environmental violations concerning hazardous wastes wiU be harshly
p u n ish ed , an d  we w ill stop the illegal transfer, dumping, utilization
and disposal of hazardous wastes.

The rural environment has a direct impact on food and water 
supplies as well as on the urban environment. We should adjust agri
cultural input, reducing the use of chemical fertilizers and pesticides, 
increasing the use of organic fertilizers, and improving the recycling 
and disposal of plastic mulch waste. We should continue to improve 
rural living environments of all the villages across the country. Our 
main tasks are to improve garbage collection and sewage disposal, and
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build sufficient clean and safe toilets. B y doing so, we w ill build the 
countryside into a b ig garden full o f  birds and flowers.

E co-environm ental conservation and p o llu tion  prevention a n d  

contro l are inseparable. T he two function like a fraction, with the 
latter as the num erator, and the form er the denom inator. To better 
protect the environm ent, we must m inim ize the num erator by reduc-

mg pollutant discharges and maximize the denominator by enlarging
the environm ental carrying capacity. W e should ensure that no red 
lines fo r protecting the ecosystems are ever crossed, systematically 
m on ito r the conservation o f  m ountains, rivers, forests, farmlands, 
lakes and grasslands, and strengthen oversight o f environm ental issues 
at every stage. Rather than redeveloping urban land made available 
after the demoUtion o f  illegal structures, we should turn it into green 
spaces where the people can enjoy their leisure.

Fourth , we should forestall eco-environm ental risks effectively. 
Eco-security is a key elem ent o f national security and an im portant 
guarantee for sound and sustained social and econom ic development. 

N ip  the problem  in the bud when it is in  the m aking; prepare your
self for risks yet to emerge.,jl W e should be highly alert to the accu
m ulation and spread o f all kinds o f  eco-environm ental risks, and be 
prepared to meet the challenges they pose.

We should bring eco-environm ental risks under management on a 
regular basis, and build a m ulti-tiered risk management system cover- 
ing the w hole process o f social and econom ic developm ent. W e need 
to im pose tight controls on waste incineration and paraxylene pollu
tion, prevent and resolve N IM B Y  (4<not in  m y back yard,?) problems 
concern ing projects w ith  a significant environm ental im pact, and 
im prove our em ergency response capacity fo r environm ental acci
dents. W e need to enhance nuclear and radiation safety regulation and 
supervision, and im prove our regulatory and supervisory mechanisms 
and capacity, in  order to ensure absolute safety.

F ifth , we should prom ote eco-environm ental progress through  
fu rther institu tional re fo rm . T h is  is an im portant part o f  C hina^  
deeper com prehensive re form . W ith  the goal o f  reso lving  p rom i
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nent environm ental problem s, we should ensure the im plem entation  
〇f existing measures and form ulate new plans in  a tim ely manner. 
We must see that our measures concerning institutional reform  for 
eco-environmental progress are put in  place and play their role. The  
Central Environm ental Protection Inspection Teams should strength
en their authority, ap p o in t capable personnel, and m ake fu rth er 
progress. W e should explore sustainable ways to realize the value 
of eco-products under the guidance o f the governm ent, w ith  the 
participation o f business and all other sectors o f society, and through  
market-based operation. To this end, we should launch p ilot program s 
first to gather experience. W e should im prove our systems for assess
ing the honesty and accuracy o f claims about perform ance in  environ
mental protection, for ensuring m andatory release o f environm ental 
inform ation, and for im posing severe punishments on environm ental 

violations.
In  the current round o f reform  involving Party and state institu

tions, the CPC Central Com m ittee has decided to establish the M inis
try o f E cology and Environm ent. W e have two considerations: First, 
we must integrate governm ent functions in  pollution prevention and 
control to provide effective institutional support fo r this tough task.
Second, in terms o f environm ental conservation and restoration we

must strengthen unified regulation and supervision o f aU things above 
and below ground, onshore and in  water, on land and at sea, and in 
urban and rural areas, targeting both  carbon m onoxide and carbon  
dioxide emissions, and ensure that red Unes for protecting the ecosys- 

terns are not crossed.
Relevant authorities must perform  their duties, form ulate uniform  

policies, plans and standards, and w ork concertedly in  m om tonng and 
evaluation, in  oversight and law enforcem ent, in  inspection and in
enforcing accountability. To establish unified law enforcem ent in  envi
ronmental protection we need to reorganize law enforcem ent agencies

responsible for environm ental protection and streamline their respon
sibilities, in  accordance w ith the principle o f shortening their chains 
o f com m and and im p ro v in g  their efficiency. W e need to im prove
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the mechanisms for managing the eco-environm ent o f regions, river 
basins and sea bodies, accelerate our p ilo t program s on establishing 
transregional environm ental protection  agencies, and integrate the 
atm ospheric environm ent m anagem ent responsibilities o f r e l e v a n t

centi^l departments and local governm ents. Wie w ill establish regula-
tory and law enforcem ent authorities fo r river basin environment to
achieve bettef synergy. W e need to im prove m arine erwironmental
management mechanisms by setting up regulatory institutions respon
sible for different sea bodies.

S ixth , we should im prove eco-environm ental governance. This 
is a systematic program  t±iat requires m ultiple com bined approaches, 
involving  adm inistration, market, law and technology. W e should fully 
leverage the m arket to boost environm ental protection , and direct 
m ore private capital into  this area. W e should im prove resource and 
environm ent pric ing  m echanism s, and include environm ental costs 
into the cost o f econom ic activities. W e should use various means to 
support the cooperation between governm ent and private capital on 
environm ental protection. In  protecting the environm ent, we must 
pay out every penny required. W e m ust ensure that our investments 
in  pollution control are commensurate w ith the level o f difficulties of 
the tasks concerned. W e should devote m ore effort to key scientific 
research projects such as identifying the causes o f severe air pollution 
and curbing such p o llu tion , and the com prehensive environm ental 
governance o f  the B eijing-T ianjin-H ebei Region. W e need to carry 
out specialized and forw ard-looking research on the control o f ozone, 
volatile organic com pounds and new pollutants. W e need to conduct 
counterm easure studies on  m ajor environm enta l issues having a 
vita l bearing on social and econom ic developm ent, and encourage 
the application o f research results, to support in form ed and effec
tive decision-m aking, environm ental management, targeted pollution  
control and public services.

T o dem onstrate that C hina is a m ajor and responsible country  
and to build a global com m unity o f shared future, we should actively 
respond to clim ate change as a national strategy, and push fo r the
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Notes

• Liu Xu ./，Old 〇f  Tang Qiu Tar,g Shu). U u  X u  (887-946) was an official 

and historian during the Five Dynasties.



Build a Green and Beautiful Homeland for All*

A p ril28, 2019

Y our Excellencies Heads o f State and G overnm ent, and your spouses 
Y our ExceUencies Secretary General o f the Bureau International des 

E xp osition s and President o f  the In ternationa l A ssociation of 
H orticultural Producers,

Y our Excellencies D iplom atic Knvoys and Representatives o f Interna
tional Organizations,

Ladies and gentlemen,
D ear friends,

The land bathes in  the spring sunshine, and the w ind sends the
aromas o f grass and flow ers . ’ ’ 1 It  is apt to quote these lines from  a
classic poem  to depict Beijing in  A p ril -  spring has come back and aU 
lives are reviving. I  am pleased to be here w ith all o f  you at the foot 
o f the G reat W all by the G uishui R iver to witness the opening o f the 
2019 Beijing International H orticultural E xh ib ition .

O n  behalf o f the Chinese governm ent and^people, and also in my 
own name, I  would like to extend our warmest welcome to all o f  you, 
and our heartfelt thanks to all friends w ho are supporting and partici
pating in  this exhibition.

Them ed L ive  G reen , L ive  B etter” ，the B eijin g  In ternationa l
H orticultural E xh ib ition  aims to prom ote respect for the environm ent 
and a better life in  harm ony w ith nature. It  is our hope that this expo 
park, designed to blend in to  its splendid surrounding landscape, will 
demonstrate to people in  all corners o f the w orld C hina^ vision o f 
green developm ent.

* Speech at the opening ceremony of the International Horticultural Exhibition 2019 in 
Beijing.
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Ladies and gentlemen,
Dear friends,
Home to the Chinese nation, this vast and splendid land o f China 

has nurtured a brilUant 5,000-year civilization  and its philosophy o f  
harmony between hum anity and nature.

A dvancing  eco-en viron m en ta l p rogress has becom e part o f  
ChinaJs overall plan for national developm ent, and building a beautiful 
country continues to inspire the Chinese people. A s China steps up its 
conservation efforts, a country w ith m ore blue skies, lush mountains 

and lucid waters w ill emerge.
The rise o r fall o f a society is dependent on its relationship w ith  

nature if  we see it from  a h istorical perspective. In dustria lization , 
while generating unprecedented m aterial wealth, has caused serious 
damage to nature. Developm ent w ithout thought to the future o f the 
Earth is not a sustainable way to progress -  like killing the goose that 
lays the golden eggs o r draining the pond to get all the fish. G reen  
development that focuses on harm ony w ith nature and eco-friendly 
progress shows the way to the future.

Ladies and gentlemen,
Dear friends,
We see myriads o f glittering stars when we look  up at the night 

sky, but the E arth  is the on ly hom e we have. W e m ust protect this 
planet as we protect our ow n eyes, and cherish M other N ature the
way we treasure life. We must preserve what gives our planet life and

embrace green developm ent.
- W e should pursue harm ony between hum anity and nature. Lush 

mountains, vast tracts o f forest, blue skies, green fields, singing birds, 
and blossom ing flowers offer m ore than visual beauty. They are the 
basis for our future developm ent. Nature punishes those w ho exploit 
and plunder it brutally, and rewards those w ho use and protect it care
fully. W e must m aintain the overall balance o f the Earth  s ecosystems, 
not on ly to ensure that future generations can continue to access 
material wealth, but also to protect their right to enjoy the wonders o f  

the natural w orld.



436 T he G overnance o f  C hina

- We ought to  achieve econ om ic prosperity through green develop

m ent. G reen is the co lor o f  nature. I have always said that clear waters 

and green  m ountains are invaluable assets, and that eco-environmental 

im p r o v e m e n t lea d s  to  g rea ter  p ro d u ctiv ity . H ea lth y  ecosystem s  

p rom ise b ou n d less eco n o m ic  potentia l, generate steady returns, and 

contribute to  eco n o m ic  and social sustainability.

- We n eed  to  foster a love o f  nature. W ell-m easured exploration 

and u se o f  resources is the key to  eco -en v iron m en ta l progress. We 

sh ou ld  en cou rage a healthy lifesty le  that is sim p le, g reen  and low- 

carbon, and reject extravagant and excessive practices. Additionally, it

is essential to  raise p eo p le’s awareness o f  environm ental and ecoloei-
cal p rotection , and d evelop  an environm ental govern an ce system  in 

w hich  the w h o le  o f  society  participates, so  that the eco-environm ent 

w ill b eco m e a prim ary fo cu s o f  daily life. W e n eed  to  advocate the 

value o f  green  d evelop m en t grounded  in  respect and care for nature 

so  that b lue skies, green  fields and clear waters w ill b e d eep ly  cher

ished  by all.

- W e sh ou ld  ad op t a sou n d  approach. In  en v iron m en ta l gover

nance w e sh ou ld  fo llo w  the laws o f  nature, m ake h o listic  and well- 

in form ed  plans, d o  w hat is appropriate in  light o f  local circum stances, 

and create h arm on iou s eco sy stem s in w h ich  all e lem en ts co ex ist in 

tan d em  w ith  each  other. H u m an  w isd o m  is essen tia l to  sustaining  

the dynam ism  o f  the Earth, our co m m o n  hoirieland. A lth ou gh  envi

ron m ental g overn an ce is an arduous task, w e w ill u ltim ately  obtain  

the exp ected  results as lo n g  as w e take the right steps. We m ust press

ahead w ith  a sense o f  urgency and persevem nce to  achieve our goals.

- W e n eed  to  join hands to  m eet co m m o n  challenges. A  beautiful 

hom eland  is the shared aspiration o f  Humanity. In  the face o f  envi

ronm ental challenges, all countries are a com m unity  w ith  a com m on  

stake, and n o  country can rem ain aloof. O nly  together can w e e ffec 

tively address clim ate change, m arine p ollu tion , b io logica l con serva 

tion , and other global environm ental issues, and achieve the U N  2030  

A gen d a  for Sustainable D e v e lo p m e n t. O n ly  co n certed  e ffo r ts  can  

drive h o m e the idea o f  green  d ev e lo p m en t and bring a b ou t steady
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progress in  building a g lobal eco-civiUzation.

Ladies and gentlem en ,

Dear friends,
Many o f  the guests here also attended the S econ d  B elt and Road  

Forum for In tern ation a l C o o p er a tio n  w h ich  c lo se d  yesterday. We 

reached an im portant con sen su s at the forum  that our B elt and Road  

cooperation wiU buUd a road o f  green  d evelo p m en t, in  addition  to  

a road o f  o p en  d evelop m en t. C hina is ready to  w ork  w ith  all other  

countries to  create a b etter  h o m ela n d  and a g lob a l com m u n ity  o f

shared future.

Ladies and gentlem en ,

D ear friends,
Every generation  has its ow n  m ission . O ur efforts to  conserve our

ecosystem s wiU b en efit n o t on ly  this generation , b ut m any m ore to  

come. By acting n o w  o n  our ow n  initiative, w e w ill pass o n  the baton  

o f  conservation  to  future generations.

I n o w  declare th e  2 0 1 9  In tern ation a l H orticu ltu ra l E x h ib itio n

open.

Notes

1 Du Fu: “ T w o  Quatrains” （JueJu E r S hou).



Major Goals for Eco-Conservation and 
Quality Development of the Yellow River Basin*

September 18, 2019

I  have po in ted  out that to harness the Y e llow  R ive r, p rio rity  
should be given to eco-environm ental conservation and the key lies in 
eco-environm ental governance. W e need to protect mountains, waters, 
forests, farmlands, lakes, and grasslands, and address all degradation at

source in a coord in 注 ted \;ray, Wb should  strengtheri coafdiriatiori and
cooperation in our w ork to prom ote high-quality developm ent o f the 
Yellow  R iver Basin. Lucid waters and lush m ountains are invaluable 
assets. W e must act on this understanding, advance eco-environmental 
conservation as a priority, and pursue green developm ent. We should 
use the water resources o f the Y ellow  R iver as its capacity permits, 
and adopt differentiated measures appropriate to local conditions. 
W e need to make com prehensive plans and jo in t efforts to protect 
the ecosystem along the upper and low er reaches, the trunk stream 
and tributaries, and along both banks o f the Yellow  River. W e should 
better p ro tect and restore its ecosystem , keep the Y e llow  R iver 
harnessed, prom ote high-quality developm ent o f  the Y ellow  River 
Basin, im prove local peopled lives, and preserve and keep alive the 
Yellow  R iver culture. B y m aking these efforts, we can make the Yellow  
River deliver m ore benefits to our people.

To be specific, we need to do the follow ing:
F irst, strengthen eco-environm ental protection. W e should take 

into account the different conditions on the upper, m iddle and lower 
reaches o f the Yellow  R iver and protect its ecosystem as a whole. In

Part of the speech at the Forum on the Eco-conservation and Quality Development 
of the Yellow River Basin.
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the upper reaches, we need to launch a num ber o f key program s for 
protecting, restoring and developing the local ecosystem and im prov
ing water conservation , particu la rly  in  the Sanjiangyuan N atura l 
Reserve in  Q in gh ai, the Q ilia n  M ountains area bordering  Q inghai 
and Gansu, and the G annan water conservation area in  Gansu. In  
the middle reaches, we need to focus on soil and water conservation
and pollution control. Conserving soil and water does not just mean
digging pits and planting trees. As the Loess Plateau has less rainfall,

before taking action, we should find out whether the land is suitable 
for tree-planting and w hat varieties are appropriate. W here condi
tions perm it, m ore rainfed terraces and sHt trap dams should be built. 
In some places, we need to im prove natural eco-restoration, reduce 
human interference, and thus im prove the clim atic conditions there. 
We must step up efforts to clean up severely polluted tributaries such 
as the Fenhe River. In  the low er reaches, the Yellow  R iver Delta is the 
most intact wetland ecosystem in China's w arm  temperate zone. W e 
must keep it w ell protected, m aintain a sound river ecosystem, and 

increase biodiversity.
Second, keep th e  Y e llo w  R iver h a rn essed . The river co n ta in s to o

much sediment. The imbalance in  its sediment-water ratio is the root
cause o f com plicated problem s causing natural disasters along the 
river. A lthough  the Y ellow  R iver has not caused m any problem s in  
recent years, we must not slacken our efforts, and we should do m ore 
to rem ove potential hazards. W hen  the Y ellow  R iver is harnessed, 
China is serene. W ith  this in  m ind, we m ust make every e ffo rt to  
adjust the sedim ent-w ater ratio  o f  the Y e llow  R iver. W e need to  
im prove sediment m onitoring and resolve the problem  whereby too  
many governm ent departm ents are involved in  water management. 
We need to adopt a hoUstic approach to cleaning up the watercourses 
and mudflats, mitigate sedimentation in  the lower reaches, and ensure 
safety along both banks o f the Yellow  River.

T h ird , p rom ote  effic ien t and econom ical u tiliza tio n  o f  w ater 
resources. The YeHow River's water supply is lim ited. Eco-conservation  
programs need water; econom ic developm ent needs water; and people
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need water in  their everyday lives. W e must be keenly aware that w a te r  

is not a lim itless natural resource, and we should utilize the Y e llo w  

R iver as its capacity perm its. W e m ust make plans fo r p o p u l a t i o n  

distribution as well as urban and industrial developm ent in  a c c o r d a n c e  

w ith the water resources available. W e must discourage unnecessary
w ater dem ands, develop w ater-saving industries and technologies，
prom ote water saving in  agriculture, and encourage the public to save 
water, so as to stop wasteful water consum ption and ensure efficient 
and econom ical water consum ption.

Fourth , prom ote high-quality developm ent o f the Yellow  River 
Basin. A t the fifth  m eeting o f the Central Com m ission fo r Finance 
and E con om y on A ugust 26, I  em phasized the need to encourage 
different regions to leverage their comparative strengths and enhance 
the dynamics for quality developm ent. The local governm ents along 
the Yellow  R iver should act in  keeping w ith local conditions, use the 
water and m ountain resources, grow  crops, and develop agriculture, 
industry o r business as conditions perm it, so as to blaze a new trail 
o f high-quality developm ent w ith distinctive local features. However, 
in  Sanjiangyuan, the Q ilia n  M ountains and other im p ortan t eco- 
functional areas, p riority  should be placed not on industry and busi
ness, but on protection o f the local ecosystem, conservation o f water 
resources, and developm ent o f  m ore eco-products. In  the Hetao 
Irrig a tio n  A rea  in  In n e r M on go lia , Fenhe-W eihe R ive r P lain and 
other m ajor grain production areas, m ore should be done to develop 
m odern agriculture and im prove the quality o f farm  products, thereby 
contributing to national food security. Regional hub cities and other 
localities w ith  better econom ic conditions should pursue efficient 
developm ent and im prove their econom ic and population  carrying  
capacity. Poor areas should im prove infrastructure and public services 
and ensure people’s wellbeing. The Yellow  R iver Basin should take an 
active part in  the Belt and Road In itiative and pursue high-standard 
opening up to prom ote reform  and developm ent.

F ifth , preserve, prom ote, and keep alive the Yellow  R iver culture. 
T he Y ellow  R iver culture, w hich is an im portant part o f  Chinese

• -Marion is the orig in  and soul o f the Chinese nation. W e should 
Clt e r v e  in  a systematic way the Y ellow  R iver cultural heritage, an 
? . abie legacy from  our ancestors. W e need to explore the w ort

Y e ll〇l  L e r  culture our era, prom ote the Y ellow  R .ve , 
c!lmre pass down our cultural traditions, and b ^ d  stronger cultural 
confidence to reaHze the Chinese Dream  〇£ naaonal rejuvenation.
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The People’s Armed Forces



Strengthen the Party’s Leadership and 
Organizations in the Military*

August 17, 2018

Strengthening the PartyJs leadership and organizations in  the m ili
tary in the new era is a prerequisite for im plem enting the great new  
project o f strengthening the Party, and for building a strong country 
with a strong m ilitary. The m ilitary must im plem ent the Thought on  
Socialism w ith Chinese Characteristics fo r a N ew  E ra  and the guid
ing principles o f the 19th CPC N ational Congress in  2017, the Party^ 
philosophy on strengthening the m ilitary, and the general requirements 
for strengthening the Party fo r the new era. The m ilitary must im ple
ment our PartyJs organizational principle, uphold the Party^ absolute 
leadership, ensure the Party’s full and rigorous self-governance，and 
focus on im proving com bat readiness and w inning wars. The m ilitary 
must provide a firm  political guarantee for achieving our Party?s goal 
o f building strong arm ed forces and fu lfillin g  their m issions in  the 
new era.

A fte r the 18th CPC N ational Congress in  2012, the CPC Central 
Com m ittee and the Central M ilita ry C om m ission (CM C) set about 
strengthening the m ilitary and its political governance. In  particular, 
the G utian Conference on M ilitary Political W ork  was held in  2014  
to emphasize the need to prom ote our PartyJs fu ll and rigorous self- 
governance and govern  the m ilita ry w ith  strict d iscipline in  every 
respect. As was decided at the meeting, we must:

• uphold absolute Party leadership over the m ilitary;

* M ain points o f  the speech at a m eeting o f the Central M ilita ry  C om m ission on  
strengthening the Party.
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enhance politica l education to im prove Party conduct in the 
m ilitary;

• preserve the unity o f the m ilitary through theoretical education-
• strengthen Party organizations in  the m ilitary;
• set up qualification requirements for m ilitary officers;
• im prove Party conduct and enforce Party discipline;
• fight corruption and punish vice;
• lead the m ilitary in  m aintaining our original aspiration, aban

doning outdated practices, and creating new institutions; and
• ensure Party self-governance w ith stricter, harsher, and more 

punitive discipline.

T h r o u g h  t h e s e  e f f o r t s ,  t h e  P a r t y ’s  l e a d e r s h i p  a n d  o r g a n i z a t i o n s

have been strengthened, as a firm  political guarantee fo r the historic 
achievements and changes required in  building a strong m ilitary. We 
must review experience and consolidate current outcomes.

Strengthening the Party’s leadership and organizations in  the mili
tary is key to the long-term  stability o f  the Party and the country. To 
realize the PartyJs goal o f building a strong m ilitary in the new era, to 
transform  the m ilitary into world-class armed forces, and to complete 
the m ission entrusted by the Party and the people for the new era, we 
must make sustained efforts to resolve the problem s and weaknesses 
in  Party leadership, and do m ore solid w ork to strengthen the Party 
organizations in the m ilitary at all levels.

U phold ing  absolute Party leadership over the m ilitary is the top 
priority. W e must strengthen the Party politically, and guide the m ili
tary in  upho ld ing  the authority o f  the C entral C om m ittee and its 
centralized, unified leadership, and in  obeying the com m and o f the 
Central Com m ittee and the C M C . W e must continue to educate our 
officers and soldiers w ith  the T h ou gh t on Socialism  w ith  Chinese

C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  f o r  a  N e w  E ra  a n d  o u r  Party’s p h i l o s o p h y  o n  s t r e n g t h -

ening the m ilitary fo r the new era, as a foundation fo r m aintaining the 
m ilitary’s absolute loyalty to our Party.

W e  m u s t  i m p l e m e n t  t h e  l e a d e r s ’ r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  s y s t e m  u n d e r  t h e

unified, collective leadership o f  Party com m ittees, ensuring that all
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work is done under the leadership o f Party committees and aU m ajor 
issues are decided by the Party committees after discussion. W e must 
improve the institutional fram ework for Party leadership in  the m ili
tary to make Party affairs and other political w ork in  the m ilitary m ore 
procedure-based.

Our Party，s strength comes from  its organizations. The m ilitary led

by strong Party organizations must be pow erful. In  the armed forces,
the Party’s organizational principle serves its political principle. Under

this principle, the miUtary must focus on im proving its com bat readi
ness and w inning wars as its m ajor responsibility. W e must strengthen 
Party organizations at all levels in  the m ilitary, enhance their leader
ship, organizational capability and perform ance, and try to w in wars
based on our Party’s political and organizational strength. The m ilitary

must be adapted to its reform ed institutions and functions, under a 
new structure w ith the C M C  exercising overall leadership, the theater 
commands responsible for m ilitary operations, and the services focus
ing on developing their capabilities. MiUtary Party organizations at aU 
levels must identify their functions, im prove their structure, institu
tions and mechanisms, and their way o f exercising leadership, so as to 
fully perform  their organizational functions.

Party committees at the arm y level and above are im portant m ili
tary Party organizations. They must take a clear political stance and 
be m ore capable politically. They must be better able to devise strat
egies, prepare fo r real com bat, re form  and innovate, give effective 
command, and im plem ent decisions and plans.

Success in building a powerful military lies in capable military

personnel. W e need to attach greater im portance to the training o f  
officers and professionals, w ith a focus on training competent officers 
who are loyal to our Party and our people, have m oral integrity, and 
demonstrate a keen sense o f responsibility, and on using outstand
ing professionals w ho are resolved to strengthen the m ilitary and w in  
wars. In  selecting and appointing officers, we m ust emphasize both  
in tegrity and abiUty, w ith  the fo rm er taking precedence. W e m ust 
make good use o f the talent needed by a strong m ilitary, and place
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the right people in  the right posts. In  accordance w ith the strategy 〇f 
the Central Com m ittee, we must form ulate and im plem ent plans for 
training outstanding young officers and give prom ising officers special 
training in  the forefront o f  our m ilitary com bat and w ar readiness, 
assigning them w ith urgent, d ifficult, dangerous, o r weighty tasks.

Hum an resources are a source o f strategic wealth for strengthening 
and developing the armed forces. W e need to build a new system for 
training m ilitary personnel, w hich consists o f m ilitary school educa
tion , field training, and professional m ilitary education, w ith a focus 
on training com m anders fo r jo in t operations, new types o f combat 
personnel, high-caliber personnel fo r technological innovation, and 
high-level strategic management. W e need to im prove related support
ing policies and strengthen the training o f civilian staff. W e need to be 
both strict and caring, and place equal emphasis on provid ing incen
tives and im posing constraints. W e need to encourage solid w ork and 
innovation , help resolve practical difficulties fo r m ilitary personnel, 
and fully arouse their enthusiasm, initiative and creativity.

W e m ust never falter in  ou r efforts to im prove Party conduct 
and com bat corru ption  in  the m ilitary, w ith  the strictest discipline 
in  all respects and at all times. W e must fight hedonism  and extrava
gance and eliminate the practice o f favoring form  over substance and 
bureaucratism . W e need to adapt our m ilitary governance, perform  
duties and exercise powers as prescribed by law, and carry out our 
w ork in  accordance w ith regulations. W e need to enhance discipline 
education and tighten d iscip line enforcem ent, exercising fu ll and 
rigorous governance over the Party and the m ilitary.

The fight against corru ption  m ust go on w ith firm  resolve. We 
m ust continue to see that there are no no-go zones, no ground is 
le ft unturned, and no tolerance is shown fo r corru ption . W e must 
punish both  those w ho take bribes and those w ho offe r them . We 
must im prove systems to apply checks and oversight over the exercise 
o f pow er. W e m ust strengthen the confinem ent o f pow er, leaving 
no back doors for abuse o f power. W e must address both the symp
toms and root causes o f corruption by enhancing intra-Party political
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education w h ile  en co u ra g in g  o ff ic ia ls  to em ploy self-cult^ation，

discipline, and integrity in  the fight against unhealthy tendencies an

wrongdoing.



Improve the Socialist Military Policy Framework 
with Chinese Characteristics*

November 13, 2018

T he m ilita ry  p o licy  fram ew ork helps shape m ilita ry  relations, 
regulate m ilitary practices, and ensure m ilitary advancement. Reform  
o f  the m iUtary poUcy fram ew ork is h igh ly significant fo r reaUzing 
the Party's goal o f building a strong m ilitary in  the new era, making 
the peopled arm ed forces a w orld-class m ilitary, and achieving the 
Tw o Centenary G oals and the Chinese D ream  o f  national rejuve
nation. W e need to fuUy appreciate the im portance and urgency o f 
this reform . To com plete the task o f  the reform , we m ust develop 
consensus, build up confidence, take concerted actions, and im ple
m ent policies to the letter.

Throughout the historical period o f revolution, econom ic devel
opm ent and reform , the CPC has adapted and im proved its m ilitary
policy fram ew ork as times changed to meet its m ission and perform
the duties o f  the people's armed forces. These efforts have enabled 
the peopled arm ed forces to m aintain its nam re, fu lfill its m ission, 
im prove its capability to w in wars, and secure continuous victories.

Socialism  w ith Chinese characteristics has entered a new era, as 
has China's endeavor to upgrade its national defense and m ilitary  
capabilities. So we need to conduct urgent, systematic and in-depth 
reform  o f  the m ilita ry poHcy fram ew ork to adapt to the changing 
conditions. W e should resolve deep-seated problem s in  the m ilitary 
poUcy fram ew ork, enhance the perform ance o f  in-depth reform  o f

national defense and the m ilitary, usher in a new stage in  strengthening

* M ain points o f the speech at a meeting o f the Central M ilitary Com m ission on reform  
o f the m ilitary policy framework.
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the armed forces, im prove m ilitary competitiveness, and m aintain a 
position o f strength when it comes to fighting war.

To carry out the reform , we must follow  the Thought on Social
ism with Chinese Characteristics for a N ew  E ra  and the guiding p rin
ciples o f the 19th C PC  N ational Congress, and observe the Party^
philosophy on strengthening the miUtary fo r the new era, so as to 
ensure the Party% absolute leadership over the m ilitary. The sole and 
fundamental criterion fo r judging the success o f the reform  is combat 
capability o f the m ilitary, so we should keep our service personnel 
fully motivated. Through systematic planning, proactive design, inno
vative developm ent, and overall reform , we can build a socialist m ili
tary policy fram ew ork w ith Chinese characteristics. This fram ework 
will provide a strong guarantee for realizing the Party^ goal o f build
ing a strong miHtary in  the new era and m aking the Chinese miUtary 

world-class armed forces.
W e need to fu rth er re fo rm  the organ izationa l systems o f the 

Party in the miUtary. T o strengthen the Party in the new era, we must 
observe the Party Constitution, and im prove m ilitary systems for rein
forcing the Party's poUtical foundations, im proving the Party^ theo
ries, organizations and conduct, and enforcing its discipline.

W e need to update the policy systems for using our m ilitary forces,
so as to implement our national security strategies. The m ilitary must

focus on how  to fight and w in when it is called on. To this end, we 
should reform  the system fo r strategic miUtary guidance, develop a 
system o f laws and regulations for joint operations, and im prove the 
system o f com bat readiness. O u r poUcy systems fo r deploying our 
miUtary forces m ust be based on jo in t operations and ensure both
combat readiness in  peacetime and prom pt response in  wartim e, and 
this w ill enable our m ilitary to complete its m ission for the new era.

W e need to restructure the policy systems fo r strengthening the 
m ilitary. W e should design a better institutional fram ew ork fo r the
military human resources systems. This includes establishing a career-

officer system, im provin g  the system fo r ensuring the weUbeing o f  
and social security fo r miHtary personnel, and im proving  the miHtary-
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h on or system. W e should re fo rm  in  a coordinated way our policy 
systems concerning m ilitary training, equipm ent developm ent, logis
tics, research, national defense m obilization , and c ivil-m ilitary inte
gration.

W e need to advance reform  o f  the po licy systems fo r military 
m anagem ent and create new strategic m anagem ent systems. We 
should refine the defense expenditure system and ensure coordinated 
allocation o f  m ilitary resources. W e should adopt m ilitary laws and 
regulations in  an integrated way and enhance their codification. Our 
policy systems fo r m ilitary m anagement m ust be precise, effective, 
com prehensive, procedure-based and mandatory, so as to im prove the 
operations o f our m ilitary and prom ote quality developm ent o f our 
armed forces.

T he m ilita ry  m ust im plem ent, as a m ajor p o litica l responsibil
ity, the decisions and plans o f the C PC  Central Com m ittee and the 
Central M ilitary Com m ission on reform  o f the m ilitary policy frame
w ork. To fu lfill the task, we must have a stronger sense o f responsibil
ity, ensure im plem entation, and prom ote reform  in  a m ore forceful 
and well-planned way.

A  consensus must be reached w ith in  the m ilitary on the im por
tance o f  the reform . W e should make officers and soldiers see that 
the reform  is o f political and strategic im portance and support and 
em brace the re form . M ilita ry  officers at all levels, especially high- 
ranking officers, must m aintain their political com m itm ent, think in 
terms o f  the general picture, fo llow  the core leadership o f  the CPC 
Central Com m ittee, and act in  accordance w ith its requirements. Our 
high-ranking officers must set a good example in  taking a clear politi
cal stance, acting in  the overall interests, observing discipline, facilitat
ing reform , and fu lfilling duties.

W e should see that all m ilitary organizations fu lfill their respec
tive responsibilities. A  po licy fram ew ork m ust be put in  place and 
im plem ented in  accordance w ith  their functions and assignments. 
W e should take coordinated steps for im plem entation to ensure that 
reform  advances in  the direction we have set.

We should ensure the overall planning and coordination o f this 
reform. We must speed up the introduction o f some policies, p rio ri
tizing those urgently needed in  carrying out reform  and enhancing 
war preparedness and expected by m ilitary personnel.

Prom oting reform  o f the m ilitary policy fram ew ork is a task for 
both the m ilitary and the civil sectors. A ll central Party and govern
ment departm ents and local Party com m ittees and governm ents  
should concern themselves w ith and support the reform . They should 
play their part and help strengthen jo int civil-m ilitary endeavors to 
carry out this reform .
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Be Combat Ready Under the New Conditions*

January 4 y 2019

The m ilitary must follow  the Thought on Socialism w ith Chinese 
Characteristics for a N ew  Era  and im plem ent the guiding principles 
o f the 19th CPC N ational Congress in  2017 and the second and third 
plenary sessions o f the 19th C PC  Central Com m ittee in  2018. The 
m ilitary must act on the Party^ philosophy on strengthening the mili
tary fo r the new era, im plem ent a strategy for new conditions, and get
ready to meet any new challenge at this new starting point.

Since the 18th CPC N ational Congress in  2012, in  the face o f a 
challenging domestic and international environm ent and shouldering 
arduous m ilitary tasks, the C PC  Central Com m ittee and the Central 
M ilitary Com m ission have sized up new developm ents, made over
all plans, and led the m ilitary in  tackling tough issues w ith resolve. 
Thanks to these efforts, the perform ance o f ou r m ilita ry has been 
enhanced; new ground has been made; and landm ark, pioneering and 
historic advances have been achieved. W ith  determ ination, adaptive 
strategies and forceful actions, the m ilitary has ^safeguarded our sover- 
eignty, security and developm ent interests, and w ithstood severe and 
m ultiple tests.

A  scale o f change unseen in  a century is unfold ing in  the world 
today. China is still in  an im portant period o f strategic opportunity 
for developm ent, but it also faces increasing risks and challenges, both 
foreseeable and unexpected. In  view  o f this, all our m ilitary person
nel must gain a full understanding o f ChinaJs underlying security and 
developm ent trends, be ever ready to guard against potential dangers,

* M ain points o f the speech at a meeting o f the Central M ilitary Com m ission on m ili
tary work.
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and take solid steps to ensure that we are ready to meet any challenge 
and fulfill missions entrusted by the Party and the people.

We should im plem ent the m ilitary strategy and principles for the 
new era, and fu lfill the com m and responsibilities to meet new chal
lenges. W e must be fu lly  aware that the m ilitary is a fighting force 
and that its combat capability is what matters. W e must devote all our
efforts，strengths，andi:esourcestothisendeavor.

We should enhance w ar and com bat capabilities to ensure rapid  
and effective response in  case o f war. W e should build a joint opera
tions com m and system to im prove our capacity in  this regard. We 
should develop new com bat forces and create new com bat capabili
ties. We should enhance m ilitary training under combat conditions to 
enhance war preparedness. W e should do m ore to resolve problem s 
progressively and deliver real outcomes.

A ll central Party and governm ent departm ents and local Party 
committees and governm ents m ust support the developm ent o f  
national defense and the m ilitary, and w ork together to bu ild  our 
heroic peopled armed forces into a m ore pow erful m ilitary w ith stron- 
ger combat capability.
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The T h ird  P lenary Session o f  the 11th C P C  C entral C om m it
tee convened in  Decem ber 1978 marked the start o f the reform  and 
opening up initiated by D eng X iaoping. China has since em barked 
on a great journey. From  the outset, the vitality o f H ong K on g and 
Macao has played a key role. O ver the past 40 years, com patriots in  
the two special adm inistrative regions (SARs) have never failed to play 
a creative role and have been fully engaged in  the process.

I  know  this firsthand. D u rin g  m y tenures in  the provinces o f  
Fujian and Zhejiang and in  the city o f Shanghai, I  personally planned 
for and facilitated a go od  num ber o f  coop eration  projects w ith  
Hong K on g and Macao. A fte r I  started w orking at the CPC Central 
Committee in  2 0 0 7 ,1 was in  charge o f H ong K on g  and Macao affairs, 
and thereby gained a thorough understanding o f them . D u rin g  this 
time, I  made many friends from  the two SARs.

As I  see it, our com patriots in  H ong K on g and Macao have m ainly 
played the follow ing roles in  reform  and opening up:

F irst, a leading ro le  in  investm ent and starting businesses on  
the mainland. A fte r reform  and opening up began, our H ong K on g  
and Macao com patriots were the first to act, quickly heading to the 
mainland to make investments and develop businesses. Y ou created a 
number o f “ firsts” ，including the first jo int venture company，the first 
joindy-funded expressway, the first branch o f a non-m ainland bank, 
and the first joint venture five-star hotel. I  once visited the Zhongshan

* Part o f the speech at the meeting w ith delegations o f  H ong K ong and Macao in  cel
ebration o f the 40th anniversary o f reform  and opening up.
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H o t Spring Resort, w hich  w as co-in vested  by M r Fok Y ing Tung a〇 d 

M r H o  H u n g  Sun in  the city o f  Z h o n g sh a n , G u an gd on g  Pr〇 vince

in 1979, s h o r t l y  after i t  o p e n e d .  I  w a s  i m p r e s s e d  b y  i t s  facilities a n d

services. H otels  o n  the m ainland at the tim e w ere n o  c o m p a r i s o n  to 

it. H o n g  K o n g  and M acao com patriots n o t on ly  flieled  the m a in la n d 's  

eco n o m ic  d evelop m en t w ith  their investm ents, but also caused a  chain 

reaction -  attracting a flo o d  o f  international capital to  the m a in la n d .  

For m any years, H o n g  K o n g  and M acao have rem ained  the la r g e s t  

source o f  inb ou nd  investm ent o n  the m ainland, w hich  by the end of 

last year had added up to  U S $1 .02  trillion, accounting for 54 percent 

o f  all inb ou nd  investm ents o n  the mainland.

S eco n d , a d em o n stra tio n  ro le  in  m arket econ om y. In  the early 

years o f  reform  and op en in g  up, w h en  m any p eop le  on  the mainland 

w ere burdened  by the in flu en ce o f  the p lanned ec o n o m y  and clung 

to  o ld  thinking, p eop le  o f  v ision  from  H o n g  K o n g  and M acao were 

th e first to  share w ith  p eo p le  o n  th e m ainland their exp erien ce o f  

international standards and international markets. M any o f  them  took 

o n  the role o f  m entors, o fferin g  cou n selin g  op in ion s o n  the reform  

o f  enterprises and the land system . A s early as 1978 M r L eung Chun- 

y in g  gave free lectu res o n  W estern  system s o f  land  ec o n o m y  and 

m an agem en t in  S h en zh en , Shanghai and so m e oth er cities. In  1987 

h e co -a u th o red  a b id d in g  d o c u m e n t fo r  land a u ctio n s in  C hinese  

and EngHsh, w hich  w as the first such  d ocu m en t in  S henzhen  and in 

C hina too . M r A n th o n y  N e o h  and M rs Cha Shih M ay-lung helped  

the m ainland establish a regulatory system  for stock  m arkets, with a 

sym bolic annual salary o f  R M B1. H o n g  K o n g  and M acao com patriots 

have m ade im portant con trib u tion  to  the d ev e lo p m en t o f  a market 

eco n o m y  o n  the mainland.

T hird , a catalytic ro le  in  in stitu tion a l re form . H o n g  K o n g  and

M a c a o  w e r e  a m o n g  p r i m a r y  f a c t o r s  i n  t h e  m a i n l a n d ’s  d e c i s i o n  t o

e sta b lish  sp ec ia l e c o n o m ic  z o n e s . In  1 9 7 9  th e  C P C  G u a n g d o n g  

P ro v in c ia l C o m m itte e  p r o p o s e d  to  th e  C en tra l C o m m itte e  that 

G u a n g d o n g , tap p in g  in to  th e  advantage o f  its p rox im ity  to  H o n g  

K on g  and M acao, could  take the lead in op en in g  up and cou ld  set up
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de zones in  Shenzhen , Z huhai, and Shantou -  h om eto w n  o f  m any  

^erseas Chinese. H o n g  K o n g  and M acao com patriots w ere engaged  

〇m the w hole process o f  creating th ese zon es, from  general planning  

to drafting relevant laws and regulations, and to  th e incubation  and 

operation o f  individual program s.
Fourth, a bridging role in the country’s tw o-w ay op en in g  up_ In the

early stage o f  reform  and op en in g  up, H o n g  K o n g  and M acao, w ith  

access to  quotas for exp orts to  E urope and the U S and so m e other  

advantages, h e lp ed  th e  m ain land  ob ta in  a large n um ber o f  exp ort  

orders. By the m id-1990s, m ore than 80 percent o f  manufacturers in 

Hong K on g  had m oved  to  the Pearl River D elta  and other parts o f  

the mainland. All this stim ulated a rapid grow th o f  the export-oriented  

manufacturing industry, and h elp ed  the m ainland integrate in to  the  

global industrial chain. M eanw hile, H o n g  K on g  and M acao also served  

as a conduit and p latform  for overseas financing and investm ent by 

mainland businesses. T hrough  H o n g  K o n g  m any o f  th ese businesses  

got to  k n ow  and acclim atized  to  the in ternational m arket, learning  

how to survive and thrive. Today nearly h a lf o f  the com panies listed  

on the H o n g  K o n g  S tock  E xch ange are from  the m ainland, m aking  

up d o se  to  70 percent o f  the total exchange value.

F ifth , th e ro le  o f  a te stin g  grou n d . C hina p ilo ted  m any o f  its
opening-’up policies in H ong K ong and M acao first, gained experi

ence and then introduced them  into other parts o f  the country step by

step. T his approach allow ed the country to  advance op en in g  up w hile  

effectively controlHng risks. It also gave H o n g  K o n g  and M acao a head  

start. Take the op en in g  up o f  the service m arket o n  the m ainland as 

an exam ple. G uan gd ong Province and the tw o SARs w ere the first to  

start free trade in  services b etw een  them  w ith in  the fram ework o f  the 

M ainland and H o n g  K o n g  C loser  E c o n o m ic  Partnersh ip  A rrange

m ent (CEPA), through w h ich  w e gained experience for the nationw ide  

introduction o f  a m anagem ent system  o f  pre-estab lishm ent national 

treatment plus a negative Ust for foreign investm ent. T h e  role o f  H o n g  

K ong and M acao as a testing ground is m ore prom inent in the o p en 

ing up o f  the m ainland^ financial sector. T h e  S hanghai-H ong K on g
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S tock  C o n n e c t, S h e n z h e n -H o n g  K o n g  S to ck  C o n n e c t, and B o n d  

C o n n ect are all key step s taken by the m ainland in  recen t years to 

o p en  up its capital market. RM B internationalization  also started in  

H o n g  K ong. T h e region is n o w  the w o r ld s largest o ffsh o re  R e n m i n b i  

business hub w ith  the greatest variety o f  o ffsh ore  R enm inbi products.

Sixth, an exem plary role in urban m anagem ent. H o n g  K o n g  and 

M acao have a w ealth o f  experience in urban d evelop m en t, manage

m en t and p ub lic  serv ices, from  w h ich  th e m ain land can learn. For 

in sta n ce , th e  Shanghai H o n g q ia o  In tern a tio n a l A irp o rt im proved  

its o p era tio n  s o o n  after a d o p tin g  th e  m a n a g em en t p h ilo so p h y  o f  

H o n g  K o n g  International A irport. In  2011 it to o k  first place among 

the m o s t  im p roved  airports in  th e Skytrax W orld A irp o rt Awards. 

Beijing, G uan gzh ou , S henzhen  and other cities o n  the m ainland have 

also learned from  H o n g  K o n g  in the con struction  and operation  o f

subways. T h e first flying service team  was organized o n  the mainland
w ith  the assistance o f  the G overn m en t Flying Service o f  H o n g  Kong. 

B y draw ing u p o n  the su ccessfu l p ractice and ex p er ien ce  o f  H ong  

K o n g  and M acao, the m ain land has e ffec tiv e ly  im p roved  its urban 

d evelop m en t and m anagem ent.

A n  an cien t C h inese said, £<P eop le  drawn to  each o th er  by kind

ness and virtues make g o o d  friends; p eop le  w h o  h o ld  togeth er w ith a 

m eetin g  o f  m inds m ake b o so m  fr ien d s/51 It m ust be n oted  that H ong  

K o n g  and M acao com patriots have co m e to  the m ainland to  invest 

and start b usin esses, n o t on ly  because th ey  have d iscerned  business 

op p ortu n ities here, but a lso  because they h o p e  to  see th e mainland  

shake o f f  poverty  and China b eco m e stronger and m ore prosperous. 

Y ou have donated  to  program s for the public g o o d  o n  the mainland, 

in c lu d in g  th o se  in  ed u ca tio n , tech n o lo g y , cu lture, h ea lth  care and 

sports, n o t  just for  d o in g  g o o d  and so w in g  virtue, b ut a lso  o u t o f  

your fraternal b o n d s w ith  fe llo w  cou n trym en  o n  th e m ainland. Sir 

Run Run Shaw  d onated  m ore than H K $ 1 0  b illion  to  program s for 

the public g o o d  on  the mainland; M r T in  K a P ing even  so ld  h is house  

to  fund ed u cation  program s o n  the m ainland. H e lived  in  a rented  

apartm ent in  his later years. In the 20 1 0  Y ushu earthquake in  Q inghai
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province, H o n g  K on g  volunteer W ong Fuk W ing braved aftershocks 

to save others b efore h e  died in  the earthquake. E very tim e the m ain

land is h it by m assive  natural d isasters, ou r co m p a tr io ts  in  H o n g  

Kong and M acao w ou ld  sh o w  great em pathy for the victim s, and have 

always b een  the first to  o ffer help. T im e and again you  have offered  

help and assistance in  tim es o f  adversity to  feUow countrym en o n  the  

mainland, proving that b lo o d  is thicker than water.

In short, our com patriots in  H o n g  K o n g  and M acao have b o th  

w itnessed and participated in, b o th  b en efited  from  and contributed  

to ChinaJs reform  and op en in g  up over the past 40 years. A lon g  w ith
people of the mainland you  have created a m iracle. C hina’s reform

and open ing  up is a cause in  w h ich  H o n g  K ong, M acao and the m ain

land com plem en t each other w ith  their respective strengths and devel

op together; it is a cause in  w hich  p eop le in  H o n g  K on g , M acao and  

the mainland w ork side by side w ith  on e heart and o n e  m ind; it is also  

a cause for H o n g  K o n g  and M acao to  integrate in to  the overall devel

opm ent o f  the country, and share the glory o f  a strong and prosper- 

ous m otherland.
“People on a long and arduous journey will not stop and opt for

an easy o n e  b efo re  reach ing th e destination . S ince th e 18th  CPC  

National C ongress in 2012 , w e have cham pioned  reform  and open ing  

up and m ade unprecedented  efforts to  drive reform s o n  all fronts. We 

have m ade top -level designs and rolled o u t m ore than 1,600 reform  

programs in  eco n o m ic , political, cultural, social, eco-civ iliza tion  and  

other fields. M any o f  th e reform s are u n p reced en ted  and having a 

nationw ide im pact. T h ey  includ e the reform  o f  the m arket system , 

the m a c ro ec o n o m ic  regu la tion  system , th e fisca l and  tax system s, 

the financial system , state-ow n ed  enterprises, the judicial system , the  

education system , the eco logica l conservation  system , Party and state 

institutions, the supervision  system , and o f  national d efen se  and the 

armed forces.
I have b een  talking ab ou t reform  and op en in g  up o n  every m ajor 

o c c a s io n , e m p h a s iz in g  th a t w e  m u st have th e  co u ra g e  to  tack le  

to u g h  issu e s , n a v ig a te  trea ch ero u s w aters, and  en g a g e  in  p a in fu l
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self-adjustm en t to  carry reform  through. A t the o p en in g  c e r e m o n y  

o f  b o th  the B oao  Forum  for A sia A nnual C on feren ce and the F ir s t  

China International Im p ort E x p o  earlier this year, I reiterated China's 

resolve to  press o n  w ith  reform . M y recent insp ection  tour in Guang

d o n g  P rovince w as d esigned  to  send  a strong m essage o f  continued 

reform  and o p en in g  up in  th e n ew  era; reform  and o p e n in g  up i s 

an o n g o in g  p ro cess  w ith  n o  en d p o in t. I a lso  em p h a sized  that, b y  

continuing reform  and op en in g  up, China is to  create n ew  and greater 

m iracles that wiU im press the world. T h e m ore com p lex  the situation, 

the m o te  steadfast w e w ill b e in reform  and op en in g  up. W e w ill never 

regress to  c lo sed -d oor developm ent. To realize national rejuvenation, 

China m u st advance w ith  th e tim es, and keep  p ressin g  forward. As 

our ancestors said, llI f  you can im prove you rself in a day, d o  so  each

d a y ,  f o r e v e r  b u i l d i n g  o n  i m p r o v e m e n t . ”

S o c i a l i s m  w i t h  C h i n e s e  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  h a s  e n t e r e d  a  n e w  e r a ,  as 

h a v e  C h i n a ’s  r e f o r m  a n d  o p e n i n g  u p  a n d  t h e  p r a c t i c e  o f  “ o n e  c o u n 

t r y ,  t w o  s y s t e m s ” . 〇 n e  〇f  t h e  h a l l m a r k s  o f  t h i s  n e w  e r a  i s  o u r  e n g a g e -

m ent in reform  and op en in g  up, in  w h ich  H o n g  K o n g  and M acao still 

have a sp ecia l p o s it io n , un ique strengths, and an irrep laceab le role 

to  play. I h op e H o n g  K o n g  and M acao com patriots w ill con tin ue to 

participate in  reform  and op en in g  up in  the p ioneering spirit and the 

spirit o f  patriotism . I h o p e  you  w ill f〇 U〇 w  th e trend o f  th e times, 

m ake the b est use o f  the con d itions, and a c h i^ e  better developm ent

o f  y o u r  h o m e  r e g i o n s  t h r o u g h  i n t e g r a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  o v e r a l l  d e v e l o p -

m en t o f  th e country. T ogeth er  w e  w ill w rite a n ew  ch ap ter o n  the 

great rejuvenation o f  the C hinese nation.

F o r  H o n g  K o n g  a n d  M a c a o ,  t h e  p o l i c y  o f  “ o n e  c o u n t r y ,  t w o

system s" g ives you  the b ig g est strength; China's re form  and o p en 

in g  up se t  th e  b ro a d est stage fo r  your d ev e lo p m en t; and  national 

strategies such  as the B elt and R oad Initiative and the G uan gd ong-  

H o n g  K ong-M acao  Greater Bay Area, present you n ew  and im portant 

opportunities. We m ust fially understand and properly define the two

SARs p o s i t i o n  i n  C h i n a ’s  r e f o r m  a n d  o p e n i n g  u p  i n  t h e  n e w  e r a .  We
wHl su p p ort you  in se iz in g  op p ortu n ities, cu ltivating n ew  strengths,
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taking o n  n ew  ro les, see k in g  n ew  d e v e lo p m e n t, and  m ak in g  n ew  

contributions. In  this regard I w ou ld  Uke to  express m y h o p es for the

two regions as follow s: ，

First, I h op e H o n g  K o n g  and M acao wiU support the country's all

round op en in g  up m ore proactively. A s the country op en s up wider, 

Hong K on g  and M acao wiU see their p osition  and role grow  stronger 

rather than dim inish. I h o p e  the tw o regions w ill continue to  take the 

lead in attracting capital, technology, and talent for a quality d evelop 

ment o f  the national eco n o m y  and the n ew  round o f  h igh-level o p en 

ing up. In  particular, H o n g  K o n g  and M acao sh ou ld  leverage their 

extensive in tern ation a l co n n e c tio n s  and so p h istica ted  p ro fessio n a l 

services o n  the o n e  hand , and rely o n  th e m ainland's h u ge market, 

com plete industrial system , and technological com petitiveness on  the 

other. In  this way, H o n g  K o n g  m ay reinforce its status as the w orld  

financial, sh ipping, and trade hub and accelerate its ascension  to  an 

international scien ce and tech n o logy  innovation  center, w hile M acao  

may intensify  its e fforts to  d evelop  itse lf  in to  a w orld-class tourism  

and leisure center and to  build a business and trade service p latform  

betw een China and P ortuguese-speaking countries. T hereby the tw o
SARs will become the beachheads in China’s two-way op en in g  up-

Second, I hope Hong Kong and Macao will integrate their devel

opment into the overall development of the country more proactively

This integration is w hat the principle o f  u〇 ne country, tw o system s 

and the program  o f  reform  and op en in g  up in  our tim es require. A nd  

it is also caUed for by the objective need  o f  H o n g  K on g  and M acao  

to exp lore n ew  paths, create n ew  space, and foster n ew  drivers for  

their ow n  d evelopm ent. Building the G u an gd on g-H on g  K ong-M acao  

Greater Bay Area is a grand plan w e have form ulated o n  the basis o f  

the overaU and long-term  interests o f  our country, and a major poUcy 

to  m aintain lon g-lastin g  prosperity  and stability in  H o n g  K o n g  and  

Macao. Innovation  is critical for the success o f  this endeavor. W ithin  

the fram ew ork o f  the "on e country, tw o system s" principle and the  

SARs' B asic Laws, w e should  give full play to  the com bin ed  strengths 

o f  G uangdong, H o n g  K o n g  and M acao, introduce n ew  system ic and
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in stitu tio n a l m ech an ism s, and b o o s t  th e c ircu lation  o f  p r o d u c t i o n  

factors. T h e G reater Bay Area spans three cu stom s territories in one 

cou n try  that operate under tw o  d ifferen t socia l system s w ith  three 

d ifferen t currencies. T h is  is u n p reced en ted  in  th e w orld . W e m u s t  

m ake b old  experim ents and blaze a n ew  path. M eanw hile, H o n g  Kong 

and M acao sh ou ld  further im p rove their co m p etitiven ess and f o c u s  

o n  cultivating n ew  grow th  drivers.

Third, I h op e H o n g  K o n g  and M acao w ill participate in  national 

governance m ore proactively. S ince their return to  the m otherland, the 

tw o SA R s have b ecom e part o f  the national governan ce system . Our 

com patriots in  H o n g  K o n g  and M acao should  im prove local systems 

and m echanism s for en forcing  the C onstitution  and the B asic Laws in

line w ith  the “on e country, tw o system s” principle， and enhance their
capacity for  and im p rove their p erform an ce o f  govern an ce . M ean

w h ile , you  sh ou ld  pay c lo se  atten tion  to  the country^  overall devel

o p m en t, safeguard the country^  political system , actively engage in 

furthering the country^ econ om ic , poUtical, cultural, social, and eco- 

environm ental progress, and con scien tiou sly  safeguard national secu

rity. H aving  m any advantages o n  the w orld stage, the p eop le  o f  H ong

K o n g  a n d  M a c a o  m a y  s u p p o r t  o u r  c o u n t r y ’s  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  g l o b a l

governan ce in  various ways.

Fourth, I h op e H o n g  K o n g  and M acao will p rom ote  international 

p eo p le -to -p eo p le  exchanges m ore proactively W ith  cultural diversity, 

the tw o SA R s m ay serve as key links in  cultural exchanges betw een  

C hina and the rest o f  th e w orld . B e in g  in tern ation al m etrop olises, 

H o n g  K o n g  and M acao m ay tap in to  their extensive co n n ection s with  

the ou tside world, spread the b est o f  traditional C hinese culture, pres

en t C h in as principles and polic ies, and tell China^ stories, including  

stories about the successfu l im plem entation  o f  the c<o n e  country, two

system s principle. In  d o in g  so, H o n g  K o n g  and M acao w ill continue
to  play a specia l role in  p ro m o tin g  cultural exch an ges b etw een  the 

E ast and th e W est, facilitating m utual learning a m o n g  civ ilizations, 

and build ing p eo p le-to -p eop le  bonds.

T here are m any young entrepreneurs from  H o n g  K o n g  and M acao
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in this room. I am  glad to  see you. A  nation  w ill prosper only w h en

its young p eop le are energetic. T h e you ng p eop le  o f  H o n g  K on g  and  

Macao are the h o p e  and future o f  the tw o regions; they are the n ew  

lifeblood for national developm ent. O nly  w h en  the you ng p eop le o f  

Hong K on g  and M acao g e t strong, can the tw o regions and the entire 

country be strong. W e w ill create m ore op portu n ities for the you ng  

people in  the tw o SARs and help them  overcom e difficulties in educa

tion, em ploym ent, and in  starting their ow n  business, thereby foster

ing a favorable social environm ent for th em  to  realize their dreams.

Today w e are closer than ever b efore to  our goal o f  national reju

venation. T h ere  is m u ch  that H o n g  K o n g  and M acao com patriots
can contribute in  realizing this goa l， and by d o in g  so  you  will add new

glory to  your h o m e regions. A s our ancestors said, O n  reaching the 

last leg o f  a journey, o n e  is on ly  h a lf way there. A ll C hinese should  

work in unity, and persevere, daundessly  and steadfastly, in  reaching  

our target. I h o p e  that p eo p le  in  H o n g  K o n g  and M acao w ill w ork  

together w ith  th o se  o n  th e m ainland to  o p en  up n ew  prospects for 

uone country, tw o system s55, to  create a better life for yourselves, and 

to realize the C hinese D ream .

Notes

1 Feng Menglong: Stories to Caution the World {Jing Shi Tong Yan). Feng Menglong 
(1574-1646) was a writer and thinker o f the M ing Dynasty.

2 Han Ying: Han's Short Essays on Book o f Songs (Han Shi Wai Zhuan). Han Ying  
(c. 200-130 BC) was a scholar o f the Western Han Dynasty.



Strive for China’s National Rejuvenation and
Peaceful Reunification*

January 2, 2019

Comrades,
M y fellow Chinese, 
Friends,

Today, we are m eeting here to solem nly com m em orate the 40th 
anniversary o f the release o f the Message to Com patriots in  Taiwan 
by the Standing Com m ittee o f the N ational People’s Congress. As a 
new year begins, on behalf o f the people on the m ainland, I  extend 
sincere greetings and best wishes to our fellow  Chinese in  Taiwan.

It  has been 70 years since Taiw an and the m ainland were sepa
rated. Since China entered the m odern era, the emergence and evolu
tion o f the Taiwan question has been inextricably interwoven w ith the 
history o f the Chinese nation. The O pium  W ar o f 1840 and ensuing 
wars o f aggression launched by W estern powers plunged China into a 
state o f anguished turm oil, w ith its lands torrb apart. A n d  Taiwan fell 
under a foreign occupation that lasted fo r ha lf a century. In  wave after 
wave, we Chinese engaged in  an epic struggle to resist foreign aggres
sion, liberate the Chinese nation, and realize the country^ reunifica
tion. O u r fellow  Chinese in  Taiwan made a huge contribution to this 
struggle. In  1945, together w ith other peoples around the w orld, the 
Chinese people w on v icto ry  in  the W ar o f  Resistance A gainst Japa
nese Aggression， a part o f  the G loba l W ar Against Fascism. Taiwan 
was thus recovered and returned to China. It  was not long, however,

* Speech at the meeting m arking the 40th anniversary o f the release o f the Message to 
Com patriots in  Taiwan.
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before the two sides o f the Taiwan Straits fell into a state o f protract
ed political confrontation due to the civil war in  China and the inter
ference o f foreign forces.

Since 1949, the Com m unist Party o f China, the Chinese govern
ment, and the Chinese people have endeavored to pursue the historic
mission o f resolving the Taiw an question and realizing C hina’s full
reunification. W ork in g  w ith our fellow  Chinese in  Taiw an, we have 
de-escalated tense confrontation across the Taiw an Straits, im proved  
cross-Straits relations, set out on a path o f peaceful developm ent, 
and continually made breakthroughs in  cross-Straits relations.

- O ver the past 70 years, responding to the longing o f people on  
both sides o f the Taiw an Straits, we have ended the estrangement 
between the two sides. W e have achieved overall direct two-way <4three
links ， ， 1 and have in itia ted  substantial exchanges，com m un ication，
and cooperation between the two sides. Cross-Straits exchanges and 
cooperation have steadily expanded and grow n increasingly closer, 
and mutual affin ity has deepened. O u r fellow  Chinese in  Taiwan have 
made a m ajor contribution to the m ainland^ reform  and opening up, 
and they, in  turn , have shared the m ainland^ developm ent opportu
nities.

- O ver the past 70 years, acting in  a spirit o f  seeking com m on  
ground w hile setting aside differences and on the basis o f the one- 
China principle, the two sides have reached the 1992 Consensus that 
uboth sides o f the Taiwan Straits belong to one China and w ill w ork
together towards national reun ification” . T he  tw o sides have thus
initiated consultations and negotiation and prom oted cross-Straits 
party-to-party exchanges. W e have opened up a path for the peace
ful grow th o f cross-Straits relations and realized a historic m eeting 
between leaders o f both  sides, thus elevating cross-Straits political 
interactions to a new height.

- O ver the past 70 years, keeping in  m ind the changes over time 
in the grow th o f cross-Straits relations, we have proposed the policy  
o f seeking a peaceful solution to the Taiwan question, and established 
the fundamental guideline o f peaceful reunification based on the well-
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conceived principle o f “ one country，two systems” . W ith  this，we have
responded to the call o f  our times in  the new era, namely, to promote 
the peaceful grow th o f cross-Straits relations and unite our fellow

C hinese in  Taiwan to  strive for our country’s rejuvenation and peace-
ful reunification.

- O ver the past 70 years, holding high the banner o f peace, devel
opm ent, cooperation, and mutual benefit, and on the basis o f the Five 
Principles o f Peaceful Coexistence, we have forged friendship and 
strengthened cooperation w ith other countries and consolidated the
international com m unity’s com m itm ent to the one-China principle.
M ore and m ore countries and people have gained a better understand
ing o f China^ position on reunification and given their support to it.

- O ver the past 70 years, bearing in  m ind the overall and long
term  interests o f the Chinese nation, we have stood firm  in  safeguard
ing China^ sovereignty and territorial integrity. Rallying all the Chinese 
people around us, we have resolutely defeated all attempts to create 
cctwo Chinas55, <cone China, one Taiwan?,, o r ccTaiwan independence>,, 
and have achieved m ajor victories in  the fight against separatist activi- 
ties for “Taiwan independence” .

A s the evolu tion  o f  cross-Straits relations attests, no force or 
people can ever change the historical fact and principle that Taiwan 
is part o f  China and that the two sides belong to one and the same 
China. W e people on both  sides o f  the Taiwan Straits are Chinese 
and share a natural affin ity and national identity built o f  kinship and 
mutual assistance, a fact that can never be altered by any force o r any 
people. The tide o f our times -  cross-Straits relations m oving towards 
peace and stability and continuing to m ove forw ard -  is a tide that 
cannot be stopped by any force o r any people. The historical trend 
towards a stronger C hina, national rejuvenation, and reunification  
cannot be stopped by any force o r any people.

Comrades,
M y fellow  Chinese,
Friends,
B y review ing the past, we can draw inspiration for both the pres
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ent and the future. O u r country must be reunified, and w ill surely be
reunified. Th is is a conclusion drawn from  the evolution o f cross- 
Straits relations over the past seven decades; it is also critical to the 
rejuvenation o f the Chinese nation in  the new era. W e Chinese on  
both sides o f the Taiw an Straits, all o f  us Chinese at hom e and 
abroad, should jointly uphold the national interest, follow  the histori
cal trend, and w ork together for the peaceful grow th o f cross-Straits 
relations.

First, we should w ork together to prom ote C hina5s rejuvenation  
and achieve its peaceful reunification.

The rejuvenation o f the Chinese nation and the reunification o f  
our country are a surging popular trend. They are where our greater 
national interest lies, and they are what the people hope to see. W e
face each other just across a strip o f water，yet our two sides are still
far apart. The fact that we have still not been reunified is a wound left 
by history on the Chinese nation. W e Chinese on both sides should 
work together to achieve reunification and heal this w ound. A ll our 
fellow Chinese in  Taiwan are members o f the Chinese nation. You  
should be proud o f your Chinese identity, fully consider the position  
and role o f Taiwan in  C hina^ rejuvenation, and pursue both the full 
reunification and rejuvenation o f China as an honorable cause.

The future o f Taiwan lies in  China^ reunification, and the wellbe
ing o f the people in  Taiwan hinges on the rejuvenation o f the Chinese 
nation. The peaceful grow th o f cross-Straits relations is the right path 
for safeguarding peace, prom oting com m on developm ent, and bene
fiting people on both sides. Thus, the peaceful grow th o f cross-Straits 
relations is som ething people on both sides should jointly prom ote, 
safeguard, and enjoy. The Chinese D ream  is a dream shared by both  
sides o f the Taiwan Straits; only ChinaJs rejuvenation and prosperity 
can bring lives o f plenty and happiness to us on both sides. A s the 
Chinese nation m oves towards rejuvenation, our fellow  Chinese in  
Taiwan should certainly not miss out. W e people on both sides should 
jo in  hands to fu lfill the Chinese D ream , shoulder the responsibility, 
and share the g lo ry  o f national rejuvenation. T he Taiwan question
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originated in  a weak and ravaged China, and it is certain to end 
China s rejuvenation.

Second, we should explore a «tw o systems** solution to the TaiWan 
question and ennch our efforts towards peaceflil reunification.

T h e  v is io n  o f  peaceful re u n ifica tio n  and "o n e  cou n try  J  
systems ' is the best way to reaUze China's reunification. It  e m b o d  

ies Chinese w isdom  -  th riv in g  by em bracing each other, takes full 
account o f Taiwan's reaUty, and is conducive to long-term  stabiHty in 
Taiwan after reunification. y I

D ifference in  systems should not be an obstacle to reunification; 
it is certainly no excuse fo r separation. The principle o f «〇ne coun
try, two systems^ was proposed precisely to accom m odate Taiwan^ 
actual conditions and to safeguard the interests and weUbeing o f 〇ur 
fellow  Chinese in  Taiwan. In  terms o f  how the principle should be 
carried out, we w ill fuUy consider the situation in  Taiw an, give full 
consideration to the views and proposals from  aU walks o f  Ufe on 
both sides, and fUUy accommodate the interests and sentiments o f our 
fellow  Chinese in  Taiwan. Provided that China's sovereignty, security, 
and developm ent interests are ensured, after peaceful reunification, 
Taiwan s social system and its way o f  Ufe w ill be flxlly respected, and 
the private property, reHgious beUefs, and lawflol rights and interests 
〇t our fellow  Chinese in  Taiwan w ill be fially protected.

We people on both sides o f  the Taiwan Straits are o f  one family, 
ssues between our two sides are domestic affairs, and it is therefore 

natural that they should be discussed and resolved by fam ily members. 
Peaceful reunification means achieving reunification through consul
tation and discussion as equals. The long-standing political differences 
between the two sides are the root cause that affects the steady growth 
o f  cross-Straits relations, but we should not aUow this problem  to be 
passed dow n from  one generation to the next. O u r both sides must 
live up to 〇ur responsibiHty, to our nation, and to future generations; 
we should put our heads together, be creative, reduce differences, and 
seek com m on ground. D o in g  so wiU enable us to end poUtical antago
nism  at an early date, ensure lasting peace across the Taiwan Straits,
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A aeree on a v is ion  fo r China's reunification , so that our future 
generations can Uve and grow  up in  a shared hom e w ith peace, s tab '-

^ r n ^ h e 'b a ^ o lT b T d in g  by the one-China prin cip le , there wiU 
be no obstacles in  exchanges between poHtical parties and groups in  
Taiwan and on the m ainland. W hen dialogue replaces confrontation, 
cooperation replaces dispute, and w in-w in m indset replaces zero-sum  
mentaUty, cross-Straits relations wUl progress steadily and m ove far.
We are ready to engage in  broad exchanges o f vxews w ith aU parties, 
groups, o r individuals in  Taiw an regarding po litica l issues between 
L  two sides and the prom otion o f C W s  peaceful reum fication, m  
order to forge social consensus and advance poUtical negotiations.

Here we wish to make a solemn proposal: O n  the com m on politi
cal foundation o f adhering to the 1992 Consensus and opposm g
“Taiwan independence”，representatives can be recom m endeji by 3

poUtical parties and all sectors o f society on both sides, and they wiU 
engage in extensive and in-depth dem ocratic consultations on cross- 
Straits relations and the future o f the nation, and w ork towards institu
tional arrangements for prom oting the peaceful grow th o f cross-Straits

relations. t . u
T h ird , we should abide by the one-China principle and ensure the

prospects for peaceful reunification.
A lthough our two sides have yet to be reunified, the sovereignty 

and territory o f China has never been severed, and the fact that t e 
mainland and Taiw an belong to one and the same China has never 
changed. The one-China principle is the political foundation o f cross- 
Straits relations. W hen  we adhere to this principle, cross-Straits rela
tions w ill im prove and grow, and our feUow Chinese in  Taiwan wiU 
benefit. H ow ever, if  we deviate from  it, cross-Straits relations WlU 
become strained and volatile, and the interests o f our fellow Chinese 

in Taiwan w ill be harm ed.
China's reunification is a historic trend and the nght path, while

independence” goes against the tide o f history and is a f t h

that can only lead to a dead end. O u r feUow Chinese in  Taiwan have
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a glorious patriotic trad ition  and share a close kinship w ith us. We 
remain com m itted to the principle o f placing our hopes on the people 
o f  Taiw an. W e w ill continue, as ever, to respect, care about, work 
w ith, and rely on them, and we w ill do our utm ost to help them over
come difficulties and meet their needs. O u r feUow Chinese in  Taiwan, 
regardless o f political affiliation, religious belief, social status, o r origin 
o f b irth , whether civilian o r m ilitary, you must clearly see that ^Taiwan

independence” w ill only bring disaster. You should resolutely oppose
it and jo in  hands w ith us to create the bright prospects o f peaceful 
reunification. We are ready to create vast space for peaceful reunifica
tion; but we w ill definitely not leave any room  fo r separatist activities 
in  any form .

A s C h in ese ， w e sh ou ld  n o t figh t each  other. W e w ill w ork with
the greatest sincerity and exert our utm ost efforts to achieve peace
ful reunification, because this works best for the people on both sides 
and for our whole nation. W e do not renounce the use o f force and 
reserve the option o f taking all necessary measures. This is to guard 
against external interference and a tiny num ber o f  separatists and 
their activities fo r Taiwan independence55. In  no way does it target 
our fellow  Chinese in Taiwan. We people on both sides should work 
together to pursue peace, protect peace, and enjoy peace.

Fourth , we should prom ote integrated developm ent o f  the two 
sides and cement the foundation for peaceful reunification.

People on both sides o f  the Taiwan Straits share the bonds o f 
kinship. Just as loved ones wish each other well, we Chinese should 
help each other. We treat our fellow  Chinese in  Taiwan as equals, and 
w ill continue paving the way for them to benefit first from  the main
land^ developm ent opportunities and ensure that our fellow  Chinese 
and enterprises from  Taiwan receive the same treatment as those o f 
the m ainland, thus giving them a greater sense o f  fulfillm ent. A fter 
peaceful reunification, Taiwan w ill enjoy lasting peace and the people 
there w ill live in  peace and contentm ent. Backed by a strong m oth
erland, our fellow  Chinese in  Taiwan w ill enjoy better lives and have 
m ore opportunities for developm ent, and they w ill have m ore confi
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dence and a greater sense o f security and dignity in  the international 

community.
W e shou ld  take active steps to  in stitu tio n a lize  cross-Straits  

economic cooperation and create a com m on market fo r the two sides, 
so as to increase m om entum  fo r developm ent and vita lity o f coop
eration and strengthen the Chinese econom y. W e on the two sides 
should prom ote connectivity wherever necessary, including trade and 
economic cooperation, building infrastructure, developing energy and 
resources, and sharing industrial standards. W e can start by supply
ing water, electricity, and gas from  coastal areas in  Fujian Province to 
Kinm en and M atsu, and build ing bridges between them . W e should 
promote cooperation in  culture, education, and health care, and the 
sharing o f social security and public resources, and we should support 
neighboring areas o r areas w ith sim ilar conditions on the two sides in  
providing equal, universal, and accessible basic public services.

F ifth , we should forge closer bonds o f heart and m ind between 
people on both sides and strengthen our jo int com m itm ent to peace
ful reunification.

The soul o f a nation is m olded by its culture. W e on the mainland 
and in  Taiwan share the same roots, culture, and ethnic identity, it is 
the Chinese culture that has instilled vitality in  us and given us a sense 
o f belonging. T he key to kinship lies in  m utual understanding. N o  
matter what interference and obstruction we may encounter, exchang
es and cooperation between our people on both sides must never be 
hampered, dim inished, o r stopped.

W e people on both sides should together pass on the best o f tradi
tional Chinese culture and ensure that it evolves and grows in  new and
creative ways. W e should engage in  exchanges and m utual learning,

prom ote dialogue and inclusiveness, enhance empathy, deepen mutual
understanding， strengthen mutual trust，and increase our shared sense

o f identity. W e should m aintain our bonds o f kinship and shared 
values, use the righ t approach to our h istory, ou r nation , and our
country to raise the awareness o f younger generations，and keep alive

the great spirit o f our nation. Between loved ones, there is no knot o f
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perception that cannot be untied. W ith  perseverance, we are sure to 
forge closer bonds o f heart and m ind between people on both sides 

Supporting and pursuing reunification is a righteous cause o f the

Chinese nation, and this commitment should be recognized by all
o f  us. O u r country w ill always stand firm  behind patriots working 
fo r reunification. It  is our sincere hope that all our feUow Chinese in 
Taiwan w ill treasure peace as they do the g ift o f  sight, pursue reuni
fication w ith the same zeal w ith w hich they pursue a better life, and
play an active part in  advancing the just cause o f  C h in a^ peaceful 
reunification.

T he young are the hope o f  the country and the future o f the 
nation. Young people on both sides should shoulder responsibilities, 
forge solidarity and friendship, and w ork together fo r a better future. 
Y oung people from  Taiwan are welcom e to pursue and fu lfill their 
dreams on the m ainland. W e Chinese on both sides m ust be united 
and w ork together to seek happiness fo r ourselves and create a bright 
future fo r our nation.

Comrades,
M y fellow  Chinese,
Friends,

O ve r the years, our feUow Chinese in  H on g  K on g , M acao, and 
overseas have shown understanding fo r and supported the great cause 
o f reunification, and have contributed g re ad p to  this cause. I  hope 
that you w ill remain com m itted and further contribute to the peaceful 
grow th o f cross-Straits relations and China^ peaceful reunification. 

Comrades,
M y fellow  Chinese,
Friends,

There is on ly one China on this Earth . The one-China principle  
is a generaUy recognized norm  in  international relations, and it repre
sents a general consensus o f  the international com m unity. The inter
national com m unity has extended understanding and support fo r the 
Chinese people's just cause o f  opposing separatist activities towards

‘Taiw an independence” and striving fo r C hina’s reunification. The

Chinese governm ent expresses its appreciation for this understanding

and support. W e as Chinese must decide our own affairs. The Taiwan 
question is an internal affair that involves China's core interests and 
the Chinese people's national sentiments, and no external interference 

in this issue w ill be tolerated.
China's reunification w ill not harm  any country^ legitimate inter

ests, including its econom ic interests in  Taiwan. O n  the contrary, it w ill
bring the w orld m ore opportunities for developm ent, and create more
positive m om entum  for the prosperity and stability o f the Asia Pacific

and the rest o f the w orld. Indeed, it wiH make a greater contribution to 
building a global com m unity o f shared future, to the cause o f global 
peace and development, and to the cause o f hum an progress. 

Comrades,
M y fellow Chinese,
Friends,
W e cannot choose our past, but we can steer the current course 

and shape the future. The new era is an era fo r the Chinese nation to 
achieve m ajor developm ent and m ajor successes; it is also an era for 
the people on both  sides o f the Taiwan Straits to pursue the same
goal. The path ahead may not be always sm ooth, but when we stand

and w ork together, we can surely create a prom ising future fo r the 
rejuvenation o f the Chinese nation, and we can surely achieve the 
great cause o f C hina^ reunification.
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Notes

This refers to mail, business and transport.



Speech on the 20th Anniversary of Macao’s
Return to China and the Inauguration of the 

Fifth-Term Government of the Macao Special 
Administrative Region

December 20, 2019

M y fellow  com patriots,
D ear friends,

N o t long  ago, we held a grand celebration o f  the 70th anniver
sary o f the founding o f  the Peopled RepubHc o f China. Today, we 
have gathered here w ith great joy to celebrate the 2 0 th anniversary 
o f Macao's return to the m otherland. F irst o f all, on behalf o f  the 
central governm ent and people o f  all ethnic groups, I  w ish to extend 
cordial greetings to all residents in  Macao, and offer warm  congratu
lations to M r H o  Ia t Seng, the fifth  ch ief executive o f  the Macao 
Special Adm inistrative Region (M SAR), aU principal officials and the 
m em bers o f the Executive CouncU w ho have,just been sw orn in. I  
also w ish to express heartfelt thanks to aU feUow Chinese at home 
and abroad and foreign friends w ho have taken an active interest in
M a c a o ’s  d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  g i v e n  t h e i r  s u p p o r t .

Tw enty years ago today, M acao, having endured m any years o f 
separation, returned to the em brace o f  the m otherland , and the 
M acao Special A dm in istrative  Region o f  the Peopled RepubUc o f  
China was estabUshed. This m arked the beginning o f  a historic era 
or Macao. O ver the past two decades, w ith the strong support o f the 

central governm ent and the m ainland and under the leadership o f  
C hief Executives H o  Hau W ah and Chui Sai O n , the M S A R  govern
m ent and people from  every sector o f  M acao have w orked closely
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aether to usher in  Macao's best period o f developm ent in  its history, 
^sh in in g  chapter has been w ritten in  the successful application o f  
«〇ne country, two systems'' w ith Macao characteristics.

_  In  the past 20 years since its return to the m otherland, Macao
has established a solid constitutional order on the basis o f C hina’s

Constitution and the M S A R  Basic Law and im proved its governance 
system. The M SA R  has firm ly upheld the central authonties, overall 
jurisdiction and properly exercised its high degree o f autonomy. It  has 
smoothly com pleted the enactment o f local legislation necessary to 
apply relevant national laws including A rticle  23 o f the Basic Law an 
the National Anthem  Law, and set up a Com m ittee for Safeguarding
National Security. The MSAR has effectively fulfilled its constitutional

responsibUity for upholding China^ national sovereignty, security and 
development interests. Its executive authorities, legislature and judicia
ry have perform ed their duties in  strict accordance w ith the law. They  
have properly handled their m utual relations and consciously upheld 
the authority o f the chief executive. In  so doing, they have ensured 
the smooth operation o f the executive-led system w ith the chief exec
utive at its center. As a result, the M S A R  has made orderly progress in  
democracy, and Macao residents1 extensive rights and freedoms under

the law have been fully guaranteed.
- In  the past 20 years since its return to the m otherland, Macao 

has achieved phenom enal econom ic developm ent and a continu
ous im provem ent in  its peop led  lives. Steady progress has been 
made in  estabUshing M acao as <£〇ne C enter, O n e  P la tfo rm , O ne  
Base"1. Macao's per capita G D P  has jum ped to the second highest 
in the w orld. Significant results have been achieved in  its appropm te  
economic diversification. Em erging industries, such as conventions and 
exhibitions, traditional Chinese medicine, and Macao-specific financial 
services, are boom ing. The city has taken an active part in  the Belt and 
Road Initiative and the developm ent o f the Guangdong-H ong Kong- 
Macao Greater Bay Area. W elfare benefits have risen substantially. A  
host o f poUcies, including free education and health care, and two-tier 
social security, have benefited the whole comm unity. Macao residents
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now  have a greater sense o f  folfillm ent and happiness.
- In  the past 2 0  years since its return to the m otherland Maca〇 

has enjoyed social stab ility and harm ony and a fusion  o f  d ive rt 
cultures. Inadequate law and order, a problem  that plagued Macao 
before ltS retu rn , was sw iftly addressed. T h is c ity  is now  one o f  

t e safest in  the w orld. Close com m unication has been maintained 
betw een the M S A R  govern m en t and c itizens, betw een different 
sectors o f  society, and between different ethnic communities. People 
rom  all w alks o f  life  express th e ir w ishes in  a ra tion a l manner 

through sound mechanisms o f coordination. O n  this basis, Macao has 
both contnbuted to Chinese culture and embraced diverse cultures.

M y fellow  com patriots,
D ear friends,

Macao's accompHshments in  the past two decades have captured 
the w orld s attention. Though Hmited in size, Macao plays a unique role 
m the pracace o f «〇ne country, two systems^. Four im portant things 
can be learned from  M acaoJs successful application o f  the poUcy:

First, we must always have rock-soUd confidence in  «〇ne country, 
two systems^. O u r feUow com patriots in Macao genuinely support the 

one country, two systems51 poHcy and see it as the best institutional 
arrangem ent to ensure M acao^ long-term  prosperity and stabiHty. In 
im plem enting the policy, the M S A R  governm ent and aU sectors of 
Macao have endeavored to both safeguard our country*s sovereignty, 
security and developm ent interests and prom ote Macao*s long-term  
prosperity and stabiHty. F irm  and resolute, Macao has never wavered 
in  the face o f tem porary com plications o r become distracted by exter
nal interference. O n  the contrary, M acao has exceUed in  seizing the 
opportunities brought by m ajor national developm ent strategies and 
policies. Macao has thus gained strong m om entum  and made tremen
dous progress by taking its proper place in  the overaU developm ent o f 
the country.

“  M a c a o ’s  s u c c e s s f u l  e x p e r i e n c e  p r o v e s  that a s  long  a s  w e  uphold
one country, two systems" and act upon it, the viability and strength 

o f this policy w ill be on full display.
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Second, we must always stay on the right course o f c<one coun
try, two systems,5. O u r fellow  com patriots in  M acao fu lly recognize 
the “ one cou n try”  p rin cip le  as the prem ise and p recon d ition  o f  
“two systems” . They unequivocally uphold the constitutional order 
established by the Constitution and the Basic Law, respect the social
ist system practiced in  the m ain body o f the country, and correctdy 
handle issues concerning the relationship between the central authori
ties and the M SA R. The executive, legislative and judiciary branches 
o f  the M SA R  have upheld the central authorities5 overall jurisdiction  
while enjoying a high degree o f autonomy. They have resolutely safe
guarded the one-China principle and the authority o f the central lead
ership and the Basic Law.

Macao’s successful experience shows that the principle o f “ one 
country, two systems,? must be applied w ithout deviation o r distortion  
to ensure its steady and long-term  progress.

T h ird , we m ust always m aintain a strong sense o f  m ission and 
responsibility in  im plem enting the c<one country, two systems,5 p rin
ciple. O u r fellow  com patriots in  M acao have a sense o f being the 
masters o f their ow n affairs and always keep M acao^ fundam ental 
interests and the country^ overall interests firm ly in m ind. They have 
niade it their com m on m ission to ensure the success o f uone country, 
two systems” ，“ M acao people governing M acao” and a high degree 
of autonomy. They see it as an integral contribution to realizing the 
Chinese Dream  o f national rejuvenation. The M SA R  governm ent has 
led people from  all sectors o f society in  actively exploring a gover
nance m odel and a developm ent path that are suited to the realities o f  
Macao. A  range o f policy measures have been introduced, including  
“consolidating the foundations and developing steadily’’，“ com pre- 
hensively im proving the quality o f life o f Macao residents’’，“ preserv- 
ing heritage while pursuing innovation to prom ote social harm onyJ,, 
and ''standing united to achieve com m on goals and shared prosper- 
ity，5. Intensive efforts have been made to focus on econom ic grow th, 
effectively raise liv in g  standards, steadfastly uphold the rule o f law, 
progressively advance dem ocracy, and prom ote social inclusiveness
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and harm ony. These measures have made Macao young and dynamic 
again.

M a c a o ’s  s u c c e s s f u l  e x p e r i e n c e  d e m o n s t r a t e s  t h a t  o u r  f e l l 〇w

com patriots in  Macao, as masters o f their own affairs, are fully Capal 
ble o f  m eeting the challenges o f our tim e and achieving success in 
governing, building and developing the M SAR.

Fourth , we m ust always cem ent the social and political founda
tions fo r one country, tw o system s,5. O u r fe llow  com patriots in 
Macao have a tradition o f loving  the m otherland and a strong sense 
o f national identity, belonging and pride. This is the m ost important

reason for the success o f “one country， two systems” in Macao. The
M S A R  governm ent and people o f all sectors o f Macao are committed 
to carrying forw ard this tradition and firm ly im plem enting the prin
ciple that Macao must be governed by Macao people w ith patriots as 
the mainstay. The M S A R  governing institutions are m ainly composed 
o f  those w ho love the country. T he ranks o f people w ho love the 
country and M acao are expanding and grow ing in  strength by the 
day. Love fo r the country and M acao, as a core value, predominates 
in  Macao. Thanks to the leadership o f  the ch ief executive, earnest 
efforts by M S A R  governm ent agencies and wide participation o f aU 
sectors, patriotic  education is carried out w ith  m uch success in  all 
types o f schools in  Macao, planting the seeds o f national identity and 
patriotism  deep in  the hearts and m inds o f the ^oung.

M acao s successful experience teaches us the im portance  o f
continuously cem enting and expanding the social and political foun
dations required fo r “ one country, two systems” and o f achieving the 
broadest possible unity based on love fo r the country and Macao. This 
provides the flindam ental safeguard fo r continued progress along the 
right track o f “ one country，two systems” .

M y fellow  com patriots,
D ear friends,

The journey o f “ one country，two systems” is long and hard. The 
w orld is undergoing a scale o f change unseen in  a century, and Macao 
is facing new internal and external dynamics. In  this context, the new
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M SA R  governm ent and aU sectors o f Macao need to stand taUer and 
look  farther, brace for potential risks even w hen the going is good, 
b re a k  new ground w hile keeping to the right path, and be results- 
o rie n te d  and hard-working. I  encourage you to build on what Macao
has accomplished and take all undertakings in the MSAR to the next

level. For this, let me share w ith you four expectations:
First, keep abreast o f the times and further enhance the quaUty 

o f  governance. The ancient Chinese understood that <cthose w ith a 
sound grasp o f governance w ill leave no problem s unresolved and no
defects unrepaired，，2. Macao needs to adapt to the new dynamics and

requirements o f m odern social governance, advance reform  in  public 
administration and other systems, enhance efficacy in  adm inistration, 
and m odernize its governance. It  needs to take the rule o f law as the 
basic principle o f governing the M S A R  and continue to im prove the 
systems and mechanisms for governing Macao in  accordance w ith the 
law. It needs to harness science and technology, m ove faster towards 
a smart city, and create innovative models o f governm ent administra
tion and social governance through the application o f b ig data and 
other inform ation technologies. The objective is to im prove govern
ment decision-m aking, and make social governance better targeted
and public services m ore efficient.

Second, break new ground to better realize sustained and sound 
economic developm ent. A  long-term  perspective m ust be adopted 
when drawing up developm ent plans. W ith  the goal o f becom ing One 
Center, O ne P latform , O ne Base ,5 in  m ind, Macao needs to develop 
well-conceived plans, adopt a holistic and coordinated approach, and 
implement the plans progressively. O n  the basis o f Macao s realities 
and through rigorous feasibility studies, the M S A R  needs to identify the 
main focus and key projects for appropriately diversifying its economy. 
It needs to take a m ulti-pronged strategy in  terms o f policy, hum an 
resources and financial support, and resolve the m ost difficult issues
through synergy. Macao needs to carve out its role in national strate-

gies, seize the opportunities provided by the Belt and Road Initiative 
and the developm ent o f the G uangdong-H ong Kong-M acao Greater
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Bay Area, better leverage its own strengths, and sharpen its competitive

edge. W hat is particularly im portant is to ensure good collaboration
with Zhuhai in developing H engqin, which wiU create immense space 
and new m om entum  for M acao^ long-term  development.

T h ird , continue to put people first and better ensure and improve 
their liv ing  standards. It  must be clearly understood that the goal 〇f

development is to make people’s lives better. Thus the MSAR needs
to adopt institutional arrangements that are fairer, m ore equitable, and 
beneficial to all, so that the fruits o f  developm ent can be shared by 
all in the community. To foster a better living environm ent and higher 
quality o f life, Macao needs to com bine its developm ent needs with

the people s needs and im prove public infrastructure relating to trans-
port, energy, environm ental protection, inform ation, and urban safety 
and security. The M SA R  needs to actively respond to public concerns, 
address prom inent issues in  housing, health care, and care for the 
elderly, and scale up assistance and support to the vulnerable. It  is also 
im portant to further develop education and put in  place the best possi
ble education system, so as to create a m ore conducive environment 
for children and young people to grow  and live to their fu ll potential.

Fourth, persist in  an inclusive approach and further prom ote social 
harm ony and stability. The core value o f loving the m otherland and 
Macao needs to be upheld and encouraged so that everyone is mobi
lized to contribute to M acao^ developm ent. C9m m unity organizations 
in  M acao should be strengthened, and those that embrace the core 
values can serve as bridges between the governm ent and the people. 
Macao s tradition o f valuing unity and consultation must be preserved. 
Matters should be addressed through consultation and settled through 
coordination. Societal problem s m ust be properly addressed for the 
greater good o f social harm ony. A s a place where Chinese and West
ern cultures meet, Macao is well positioned to prom ote international 
people-to-people exchanges and mutual learning between cultures.

M y fellow  com patriots,
D ear friends,

I w ish to em phasize that, w ith  the return o f  H o n g  K o n g  and
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Macao, the hand ling  o f  affairs in  the tw o special adm in istrative  
regions is strictly China^ internal business. N o  external force has any 
right to dictate to us. The governm ent and the people o f China have 
a rock-firm determ ination to uphold our national sovereignty, security 
and development interests. W e w ill never tolerate any external inter
ference in H ong K on g and Macao affairs.

My fellow compatriots，

Dear friends,
In  the early 1980s when D eng X iaoping and other leaders o f his 

generation put forward the great vision o f c<one country, two systems , 
they were o f the firm  beUef that it was the right poUcy and w ould  
work, succeed, and w in  public support. F or the past 30 years, the 
success o f uone country, two systems,? has w on widespread recogni
tion throughout the w orld. NaturaHy, steady im provem ents are needed 
in the institutional arrangements as the policy continues to be applied. 
We have every confidence that we C hinese, in c lu d in g  o u r fe llow  
compatriots in  H ong K on g and Macao, have the w isdom  and abUity to 
better practice and develop ccone country, two systems , carry out the
necessary im provements in  institutional arrangements，and achieve still 
greater success in governing the two special administrative regions. The

rejuvenation o f the Chinese nation is unstoppable, and the com m on  
development and prosperity o f H ong K on g and Macao together w ith  
the mainland o f China can foresee an ever-brighter future.

Thank you.

N o te s

1 T h is  re fe rs  to  a g lo b a l to u ris m  and le isu re  ce n te r, a se rv ice  p la tfo rm  fo r  co m 

m erc ia l and trade  c o o p e ra tio n  be tw een  C h in a  and P o rtuguese -speak ing  co u n trie s , 

and a c u ltu ra l exchange and  c o o p e ra tio n  base w ith  C h inese  c u ltu re  as th e  m a in 

stream  and the  coexistence  o f  m u ltip le  cu ltu res .

2 H u a n  K u a n : Discourses on S a lt and Iro n  (Yan T ie L u n ). H u a n  K u a n  (dates u n 

know n) was an o ffic ia l o f  th e  W este rn  H a n  D yn a s ty  (206 B C -A D  25).



Lao l e a d e r  Q uinim  Vholsena in  Vientiane,Meeting with relatives o f late 
2017, during his state visit to Laos.



President X i] inp i„g  and his Russia,, counterpart V lad im ir Putin receiving jersey from

■3

上海合作组织成员国元首理事会会议
3A C E flA H H E  C O B E T A 「 J1AB「 O C yflA P C T B -H ^E H O B

■ OPrAHM3AUHM COTPyjQHMyECTBA

201 8年6月9-10 日 中国.青岛  9-10 HKDHH 2018「• UHHflA〇 Kl/1TA0

W ith other leaders attending the Qingdao Summit of the Shanghai Cooperation Organisa
tion, June 10, 2018. X i chaired and addressed the 18th Meeting o f the Council of Heads 
of Member States o f the SCO.



W ith South A frican President C yril Kamaphosa at an exhibition o f China-South A frica  
cooperation in  scientific and technological innovation, p rio r to the opening ceremony o f a high- 
level dialogue between Chinese and South A frican scientists in  Pretoria, Ju ly 24, 2018.



Together with foreign leaders on their way to the opening ceremony o f the Beijing Summit 
of the Forum on China-Africa Cooperation in  the Great H a ll of the People, September 3, 
2018. X i gave a keynote speech at the ceremony.
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X i  a n d  h is m fe, Peng U ju a n , together w ith  heads o f  delegations f o r  th e 13  th  G 2 0  S u m m it 

a n d  th e ir spouses in  B uenos A ir e s , A rg e n tin a , N o vem b er 3 0 , 2 0 1 8 .



A t  a  d in n er w ith  U S  P resid en t D o n a ld  T ru m p du rin g  th e  1 3 th  G 2 0  S u m m it in  B uenos 

A ir e s , D ecem ber 1, 2 0 1 8 .
X i  a n d  h is w ife, Peng L iyu a n , on a  v is it to  th e new  locks o f  th e P an am a C an a l, together 

w ith  P anam an ian  P resid en t Ju an  C a rlo s V a re la  a n d  h is w ife, L o ren a  C a stillo  G a rcia , in  

P anam a C ity , D ecem ber 3 , 2 0 1 8 .



deceivin g  a  f i r s t  French tra n sla tio n  o f  The Analects o f Confucius, p u b lish ed  in  1 6 8 8 , 

offered  b j  F rench P r e s id e d  E m m a n u el M acron  a s  a  g ift, p r io r  to  th e ir  o ffic ia l m eetin g in  

N ic e , F rance, M arch  2 4 , 2 0 1 9 . ，

M eetin g  w ith  F rench P resid en t E m m a n u el M acron , G erm an  C h an cellor A n g e la  M erk e l, a n d  

E u ropean  C om m ission  P resid en t ]ea n -C la u d e  ]u n ck e r a t th e closing cerem ony o f  th e S em in ar 

on G lo b a l G overnance co-hosted by C h in a  a n d  F rance in  P aris, M arch  2 6 , 2 0 1 9 .



X i  a n d  h is m fe, Peng U ju a n , h eld  a  ban qu et in  th e G re a t H a ll  o f  th e P eople to  welcom e 

fo re ig n  leaders a n d  th e ir  spouses a n d  o th er g u ests a tten d in g  th e Second B e lt a n d  R o a d  F orum  

f o r  In te rn a tio n a l C ooperation  in  B eijin g , A p r i l 2 6 , 2 0 1 9 .

r  • i  A the In te rn a tio n a l H o rtic u ltu ra l E x h ib itio n  2 0 1 9  afte r the 
A ccom panyingforeign leaders a t the ln^ rnah〇n̂  2〇19
opening cerem ony in  Y an q in g  D is tr ic t, B eijin g , A p r i l  , •



亚 洲 文 明 对 话 大 会
CONFERENCE ON DIALOGUE OF ASIAN CIVILIZATIONS

2 0 1 9 年 S月 IS  日 中 国 北 京  MAY 15, 2019 BEIJING, CHINA

W ith  fo re ig n  leaders a n d  o th er g u ests a t  th e opening cerem ony o f  th e C onference on D ia logu e  

o f  A s ia n  C iv ilisa tio n s  in  th e C h in a  N a tio n a l C onven tion  C enter, B eijin g , M a y  1 5 , 2 0 1 9 . 

X i  d elivered  a  keyn ote speech a t th e cerem ony.

C hina^ D ip lom acy as a M ajor C ountry



C hina’s D ip lom acy in  the N ew  Era*

December 28, 2017

Since the 18th C PC  N ational Congress in  2012, under the lead
ership o f the Party Central Com m ittee and w ith the support o f the 
people, we have forged ahead on the diplom atic front in  the face o f  
multiple challenges.

We have rem ained resolute in  safeguarding C hina’s sovereignty， 
national security and developm ent interests. W e have broadened our 
global diplom atic agenda, and played an active part in  global gover
nance. W e have launched the B elt and Road In itia tive  (B R I) and 
moved it forw ard. W e have achieved unprecedented successes, and 
created a favorable external errvironm eiit fo r realizing the Two Gente- 
nary G oals and the Chinese D ream  o f national rejuvenation, thus 
contributing significandy to hum an progress. O u r remarkable accom
plishments in  foreign affairs over the past five years have won plaudits 
from the w hole Party and the people o f China.

Chinese socialism has entered a new era. To im prove our d ip lo
matic w ork in  the new era, we must get a solid grasp o f the guiding 
principles established at the 19th CPC N ational Congress, and clearly 
identify the underlying trends o f the times and international develop
ments.

The w orld is undergoing m om entous changes o f a scale unseen 
in a century. Since the tu rn  o f this century, a significant num ber 
o f em erg in g  m arkets and d e ve lo p in g  co u n trie s  have achieved  
rapid econom ic grow th . T he trend towards m u lti-po larity  is gain
ing m om entum  and the configuration o f international dynam ics is 
nioving towards balance. This is an irreversible trend.

* M ain points o f the speech at the 2017 M eeting for Chinese D iplom atic Envoys.
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U nder the leadership o f  the C PC  and w ith resolve and tenacity 
our Chinese nation has stood up, becom e better o ff, and grown in

strength. The prospects for China’s rejuvenation are bright as never
before. A s long as we stay true to our vision and forge ahead on the 
path o f building socialism w ith Chinese characteristics, we w ill make

China stronger and even more prosperous. Our country will move
closer to the center stage o f the w orld and make a greater contribu
tion to humanity.

U nder the strong leadership o f the Party, we Chinese are marching 
on the path o f Chinese socialism, reform  and opening up with pride, 
confidence and com m itm ent. W e refiise to return to the old path of 
a ngid  closed-door policy o r fo llow  an erroneous path o f abandon
ing socialism. Instead, we have endeavored to break new ground. As a 
result, we have made remarkable advances in  building socialism with 
Chinese characteristics. O u r future is bright.

China now  faces both unprecedented opportunities and challeng
es. You and all those w orking on China^ diplom atic front must gain 
a full understanding o f and apply the guiding principles established
at the 19th C PC  N ational Congress and the Thought on Socialism
w ith Chinese Characteristics fo r a N ew  Era. You must remain true to 
our original aspiration and founding m ission, and press ahead with 
determ ination. Y ou should break new ground in  diplom acy that befits 
China s status as a m ajor country, and further contribute to the cause 
o f the Party and the state.

F irst, rem ain loyal to the Party and dedicate yourselves to the 
nation. Strong com m itm ent to your ideals and convictions and abso
lute loyalty to the Party, nation and people are the root and soul o f a 
Chinese diplom at. Y ou should enhance the Four Consciousnesses and 
reinforce the Four-sphere Confidence. Y ou should keep in  alignment 
w ith the CPC Central Com m ittee in  the way o f thinking, in  political 
principles and in  actions. Y ou should firm ly uphold the authority o f
the C entral Com m ittee and its centralized, unified leadership. You  
should act on the principles and policies on foreign affairs form ulated 
by the Central Com m ittee, and resolutely safeguard C hina’s interests
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and national dignity. O u r diplom ats should conduct diplom acy for the 
people and serve them wholeheartedly.

Second, be enterprising and have a stronger sense o f m ission. The 
CPC strives fo r both the weUbeing o f the Chinese people and the
progress o f hum anity. Y ou  should take a hoUstic approach to both  
the domestic and international situation, develop a global and strate
gic vision, and pursue the interests o f both China and the w orld. We 
should prom ote a new m odel o f international relations and a global 
community o f shared ftiture. Y ou should endeavor to pursue a broad 
diplomatic agenda, expand the netw ork o f global partnerships, and
make m ore friends across the w orld.

Y ou should prom ote B R I, boost w in-w in cooperation between 
China and other countries, and pursue com m on developm ent. Y ou  
should becom e m ore actively in vo lved  in  g lobal governance and
multilateral affairs to uphold the interests o f the Chinese and hum an
ity. You need to tell the w orld China’s success stories, especially those

of the Party and people, to prom ote mutual understanding and friend- 
ship between China and other countries.

T h ird , pursue continuous learning and self-im provem ent. Chinas 
diplom acy is taking on  new and broader dim ensions, and con d i
tions are changing. T h is has raised new tasks and m issions fo r you  
diplomats, and much m ore is expected o f you. Y ou should have both  
strong political com m itm ent and professional com petence. To this 
end, you should take a Uve-and-learn approach, and gain a keen under
standing o f the Party5s theories, principles and policies, as w ell as 
Chinese laws and regulations. Y ou  should also enrich your knowledge 
o f a range o f subjects, enhance your professional caUber, and build up 
your capacity so that you w ill be better able to fu lfill your diplom atic 

mission.
F ourth , rem ain com m itted to the princip le  that the Party must 

practice self-discipUne and be strict w ith its members. The power to 
make foreign po licy rests w ith the C PC  Central Com m ittee, w hich  
exercises centralized and u n ified  leadership over C hina s fore ign  
affairs. Party organizations must fu lfill their principal responsibilities
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for enforcing Party discipline and conducting strict Party self-super-

vision and self-governance. Y ou m ust see that the Party’s leadership
over foreign affairs is upheld, Party organizations strengthened, and 

the Party^ political foundations reinforced. Y ou must strictly comply 
w ith Party political discipline and rules, and the Central Committee^ 
E ight Rules. Y ou should build yourselves into a vigorous contingent 
o f diplomats w ho have strong political com m itm ent, are profession
ally competent, and are exemplary in  conduct and well-disciplined.

It  is m y hope that you w ill live up to the trust o f the Party and 
people, faithfully perform  your duties, w ork creatively, and make your 
contribution to China’s diplom atic w ork in  the new era.

Strengthen C P C  Central Com m ittee Leadership  
over Foreign Affairs*

May 15, 2018

Since the 18th CPC N ational Congress in  2012, under the strong 
leadership o f the Party Central Com m ittee, we have worked creatively 
to break new ground in  our dip lom atic theories and practices. W e 
have better pursued and expanded our global diplom atic agenda. We 
have initiated the Belt and Road Initiative (B R I). W e have been m ore 
actively involved in  reform  and im provem ent o f the global gover
nance system. W e have been firm  in  safeguarding C hina^ sovereignty, 
national security and developm ent interests.

The P arty^ centralized and unified leadership over ou r foreign  
affairs has been enhanced. W e have pursued a distinctive Chinese 
approach to diplom acy befitting a m ajor country, and achieved historic 
successes.

G iven  the build-up o f  factors o f  uncertainty and instability in  
the w orld today, we are faced w ith both opportunities and challenges. 
We m ust therefore have a correct reading o f the evolving  interna
tional environm ent and the developm ent trends in  both  China and 
the w orld , w hile being conscious o f  potential risks and challenges 
that may arise on our journey ahead. W e must be prepared to address 
problems should they arise.

N ow  and in  the time to com e, we should pursue a broader d ip lo
m atic agenda, and see that o u r m ajor in itiatives are delivered as 
planned. W e should guard against risks and dangers, and make sure 
that China’s sovereignty, national security and developm ent interests

* M ain points o f the speech at the first session o f the Com m ission for Foreign Affairs 
under the CPC Central Com m ittee.
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w ill never be com prom ised.

B R I cooperation provides a solid p latform  fo r h w  
com m unity o f shared future. In  just a budding a gl〇ba)
ev〇lved from 咖 011 如 〇 acti〇n，a re W y e a ^ ，邮  initiative has 
tional cooperation. We should fallow up on ̂ nte ㈣ 似  〇f interna-
agreed at the First Belt and Road Forum  {^ ° 8^  and Projects 
tion , and work closely w ith other BRT or ntem ational Co〇pera. 
sus and p,an for ft, J e t〇 - s e n -
enhance dialogue, consultation and should 〇pen up fotther and 
W e should see that B R I cooperation C°〇peratl〇n W lth other parties, 
ress and deliver true b e n e fitt〇 th ^  ^  SUStainable Pro8-

The conduct o f

gral p an  o f the foreign affairs agenda " " "
ment. It  can make a significant confrihnri ■ d g〇Vern'
and cooperation and to re fo rm  ^  T "  "° m ternatio^  exchanges 

The In d u c t  o f ^  ^  〇f 1〇CaI —
planned under the centraJized : 对) ^ ubnationaI leve! must be

Commiss,on for Foreign Affairs to e ^ u re  s u ^ e T s T h e ^  
foreign affairs at the subnational level should be 
and used for localities with clear and speafic o b j e c t i r ^

T o advance C h ina^ foreign a ffa ir.； in tU 
Commission for Foreign Affaifs shouM l . C era> the Central

deliberation and coordination The c。 P ayitS 威  〇f P〇liCy-making,
p r o m o t e  n e w  b r e a k t h r o u g h s  ^  a n d

P，〇; ae f d a n c e  ln openf ； s； p  ~ and

up o u r^ V a ^ to  X T e T ' I T 1 C〇— ^  , and build
policies. We should advanceU U H Craft plans and 如 如
and mechanisms, and stren础 en 出 〇reign aff齡 related s te rn s
officials involved. ram ing and m anagem ent o f

We should ensure that nnVv**iVr
proper management, kspecd〇n _  ;工 ams are carried out through
Party Central Committee^ decisions W；UP measures and that the 
in  foil. deacons on foreign affairs are miplemented

Break N ew  G ro u n d  in  C hina^ M ajor-C ountry  
D iplom acy*

June 22, 2018

In  conducting foreign affairs, we should be guided by the thought 
on foreign affairs o f socialism w ith Chinese characteristics in  the new  
era. We must take a holistic approach to the situation both at home 
and abroad, focus on the goal o f rejuvenating the Chinese nation and 
promoting the progress o f humanity, and endeavor to build a global 
community o f shared future.

We must firm ly uphold China’s sovereignty, national security，and 
developm ent interests, actively participate in  reform  o f  the global 
governance system  and steer its course. W e should enhance our 
network o f global partnerships, and endeavor to break new ground in  
pursuing m ajor-country diplom acy w ith distinctive Chinese features. 
We hope that w ith these efforts, we w ill be able to create a favorable 
external environm ent and contribute to the building o f a moderately 
prosperous society in  all respects, and, ultim ately, a great m odern  
socialist country.

Since the 18th CPC N ational Congress in  2012, under the strong 
leadership o f the Party Central Com m ittee, we have overcom e m ulti
ple difficulties in  the ever-changing w orld and forged ahead on the 
diplom atic fron t in  the face o f m ultiple challenges. W e have made 
rem arkable progress in  pursuing in  a creative way m ajor-country  
diplom acy w ith distinctive Chinese features. W e have w ithstood the 
test o f numerous risks, fought many tough batdes, accomplished no 
small num ber o f difficu lt missions, and made historic progress.

Review ing these practice and experiences, we are m ore keenly

* M ain points o f the speech at the Central Conference on Foreign Affairs.
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m our diplom atic strategies, m aintain strategic resolve and〇 ^  
develop and ennch our c U p W d c  th eon efan d  n o tic e s .

perspective Z 7 r ^ [ ^ T o
We should uphold th L re a te rp  W C°re and ma)or ^ t io n a l interests.

c〇~  -

c 〇n g fe s s >  based 〇 n  a k -
如 _  era ⑽ - 加 爾 1d m

ic theories ^ p Z c T ^ r  ^  "  〇Ur
affairs 〇f  soc』 sm wi h r h 〇n S baS1S A a t A e  on foreign

taken shape ^  ^  ^  A e  neW era h-

• b u ild in g  a g lobal com m unity o f  shared future to safeguard
 ̂ Peace and pr〇m〇te c〇mm〇„deW^^^^^^

〇ur L t? ； c〇c ^ ^  C1UneSe ChafaCteriStiCS - d enh— S

〇t extensive consultation and jo int contribution to benefit aU

~ r ：eftl1 deVd〇Pment 〇n ^  ^  〇f - p lo t^na w in-win cooperation; r

' hr ^ Z ^ 1 PannefS；iPS ^  a ^ o a d  cHplo-

* ~ — t 〇 P f0 m 0 te

* upholding China's sovereignty, national security, and develop-
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ment interests as our core and non-negotiable position; and
• shaping China’s distinctive diplom atic conduct by drawing on its 

best traditions and adapting to the changing times.
We must put into action the thought on foreign affairs and w ork  

continuously to create an external environm ent favorable for realizing 
the Chinese D ream  o f national rejuvenation and bu ild ing  a global 
community o f shared future.

We need to adopt a historical and holistic approach to assessing 
international developments and choose the right approach to China’s 
role.

A  historical approach is to observe the u nfo ld ing  international 
developments from  a h istorical perspective. W e need to review  the 
past and learn lessons from  history so as to gain a keen understanding 
of the underlying trends o f the future.

A  holistic approach is to look  beyond individual phenom ena or 
specifics to capture the essence o f developments and see the broader 
picture. W e must focus on the m ain problem s and their key features, 
so as not to get disoriented o r pursue m inor interests to the neglect o f  
fundamental ones in  a flu id and ever-changing w orld.

The right approach to C hina^ role is to be cool-headed in  analyz
ing global developments. W e should view  C hina^ role in  the context 
o f its relations w ith the rest o f the w orld so as to clearly define its 
position and role in  an evolving international landscape, and adopt a 
foreign policy that befits China’s role.

O u r country is now  in  its best period o f developm ent since the 
advent o f m odern tim es; and the w orld  is undergoing m om entous 
changes unseen in  a century. B oth  trends are grow ing and im pact
ing each other. These developments are conducive to conducting our 
foreign affairs for now  and in  the years to come.

The period between the 19th and the 20th CPC national congresses 
is one where the timeframes o f the Two Centenary Goals converge; 
and this period is o f special significance to achieving the rejuvenation 
o f the Chinese nation.

W orld  h istory tells us that the progress o f  hum anity has always
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been driven by the interplay o f  interw oven events. W e m ust makP 
an m -depth analysis o f  evolving  international developm ents as the 
w orld is going through a period o f  transition. This wiU help us to win 
a keen understanding o f the underlying features o f C hina^ external 
environm ent, and plan and conduct our foreign affairs accordindy.

W e need to have a keen appreciation o f  the dynam ics o f the 
accelerating global trend towards m ulti-polarity, and closely f〇U〇w the 
significant adjustments o f relations am ong m ajor countries

We need to closely foHow both the grow ing trend o f  economic
gobalization  and the profound changes in  the w orld econom ic land- 
scape.

We need to recognize both the overaU stabiHty in  the international
environm ent and the com plexity o f interwoven international security 
challenges. 】

W e also need to see both the trend o f mutual learning and enrich
m ent between civilizations and the diversity o f ideas and cultures.

To successfiaUy conduct China's foreign affairs, we should imple
m ent the overaU plans and decisions o f the Party Central Committee
and pursue a well-considered diplom atic agenda w ith clearly defined 
priorities.

W e should endeavor to break new ground in  conducting foreign 
a airs, w ith  a focus on historic junctures and m ajor events on the 
tim eline o f  the Party and our country. In  the fiext five years, we will 
accom plish the First Centenary G oal, and start w orking towards the 
second. A  series o f m ajor events are scheduled fo r this period. We 
must align our diplom atic program s w ith these events and junctures. 
We should make overall plans w ith clearly set priorities and adopt a 
p ased approach to their im plem entation. We should m ove forward 
on m ultiple fronts while taking targeted measures in  p rio rity  areas so 
as to deliver desired outcomes.

W e should continue to cham pion the cause o f  building a global
com m unity o f  shared future, and w ork fo r greater fairness and equity 
in  global governance.

We should continue to push forw ard the B R I under the principles
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C e x t e n s iv e  c o n s u l t a t io n  a n d  j o in t  c o n t r ib u t io n  t o  b e n e f i t  a ll , a n d  s e e  

* a t  B R I  c o o p e r a t io n  w i l l  a c h ie v e  s o l i d  a n d  s u s t a in a b le  p r o g r e s s ,  a n d

will lift China's opening up to a new level. .
We should properly handle our relations w ith other m ajor coun

tries and put in  place a fram ework for stable and balanced grow th o 

relations am ong m ajor countries.
" We should continue to pursue neighborhood diplom acy to foster a 

more favorable and friendlier environm ent in  areas around China.
W e should strengthen ties and cooperation w ith  other develop

ing countries to prom ote com m on progress and developm ent. O ther 
developing countries are China's natural alUes in  international affairs. 
We must pursue the greater good and shared interests, and boost soli- 
darity and collaboration between developing nations.

W e must further prom ote in-depth exchanges and mutual learning

between China and the rest o f the w orld.
Foreign poHcy epitom izes the wUl o f a state. The power to make 

foreign poUcy is vested in  the CPC Central Com m ittee. It  is im portant 
to maintain our poUtical com m itm ent, th ink in  terms o f the genera 
picture, foHow the core leadership o f the C P C  Central Com m ittee  
and act in  accordance w ith its requirements. It  is imperative to upho  
the authority o f the CPC Central Com m ittee and its centralized and 
unified leadership, and closely follow  the leadership in  terms o f think
ing, poHtical com m itm ent and actions. AH directives and orders o f the 
CPC Central Com m ittee must be executed w ithout fail.

The conduct o f foreign affairs is a systematic endeavor. It  requires 
coord ination  between all actors in vo lved , includ ing  the Party, t e 
governm ent, N P C , C P P C C , the m ilitary, local authorities, and non
governm ental sectors. Each actor needs to have their own focus and 
w ork in  concert w ith others. There should be a general framework o f  
cooperation and coordination in  place where the CPC exercises over 
leadership and coordinates the foreign affairs programs o f aU the actors. 
This mechanism wiU ensure the foreign policy and strategies decided y 
the CPC Central Committee be implemented in  letter and spirit.



A  G lobal C om m unity o f 
Shared Future



Meet the Peopled Expectation fo r a Better Life*

December 1，2017

As the term  suggests, a global com m unity o f shared future means 
that the future o f each and every nation and country is interlocked. 
We are in the same boat, and we should stick together, share weal and 
woe, endeavor to build this planet o f ours into a single harm onious 
family, and turn peopled longing for a better life into reality.

- We should endeavor to build a w orld o f universal security free 
from fear. T he evolution o f  hum an c iv iliza tion  shows that despite 
our longing for lasting peace fo r thousands o f  years, the specter o f  
war has never been far away and has continued to haunt us. As all 
o f hum anity lives on the same planet, no country should m aintain 
its own security at the cost o f another^. A  threat to another country 
may turn out to be a challenge to your own. Unilateral action or blind  
belief in  the use o f force cannot provide an answer to increasingly 
complex and multifaceted security threats.

Instead, we should adopt a new com m on approach to security that 
is comprehensive, cooperative, and sustainable, and we should w ork  
together to put in  place a new security architecture that is equitable， 
fair, and beneficial to all. W e should jo in tly rem ove the root causes 
o f war, reach out to those displaced by war, and protect women and 
children from  the scourge o f war, so that the sunshine o f peace w ill 
fadiate across our land and everyone w ill live in  peace and harmony.

- W e should endeavor to build  a w orld  o f com m on prosperity  
free from  poverty. D espite the fact that m aterial and technological 
developm ent in  the w orld today has reached a level that w ould have

* Part o f the keynote speech at the CPC in  Dialogue w ith W orld  Political Parties H igh- 
level Meeting.
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b e e n  u n im a g in a b le  t o  o u r  a n c e s t o r s ,  im b a la n c e d  a n d  in a d e q u a te  d e v e l

o p m e n t  s t i l l  p r e s e n t s  a  m a j o r  i s s u e .  T h e r e  i s  a  h u g e  d e v e l o p m e n t  gap
b e t w e e n  t h e  N o r t h  a n d  t h e  S o u t h ;  p o v e r t y  a n d  h u n g e r  r e m a in  w id e 

s p r e a d ;  a  n e w  d ig ita l  d iv id e  i s  e m e r g in g ;  a n d  p e o p l e  in  m a n y  c o u n tr ie s

a r e  s t i l l  l i v i n g  i n  d i s t r e s s .  I f  y OU f o l l o w  t h e  o l d - f a s h i o n e d  lo g i c  〇f

w in n e r - t a k e s - a l l ,  o r  b e g g a r - t h y - n e ig h b o r ,  y o u  w i l l  s h u t  t h e  d o o r  o n  

o t h e r s  a n d  o n l y  e n d  u p  b l o c k i n g  y o u r  o w n  w a y . S u c h  p r a c t ic e s  can

o n l y  s e r v e  t o  e r o d e  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n s  o f  o n e ’s  o w n  d e v e l o p m e n t  and
im p a ir  t h e  f u t u r e  o f  h u m a n ity .

W e  s h o u l d  s u b s c r i b e  t o  t h e  c o n c e p t  o f  b e n e f i t i n g  aU , a n d  p u sh  

f o r  e c o n o m i c  g l o b a U z a t io n  t h a t  i s  m o r e  o p e n ,  i n c l u s i v e ,  e q u ita b le  

a n d  b a la n c e d ,  t h u s  c r e a t in g  c o n d i t i o n s  f o r  p u r s u in g  c o m m o n  d e v e l 

o p m e n t  o f  a ll p e o p l e s .  T o g e t h e r ,  w e  s h o u l d  w o r k  f o r  t h e  c o m m o n  

d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  p r o s p e r i t y  o f  aU c o u n t r i e s ,  e r a d ic a t e  p o v e r t y  an d  

b a c k w a r d n e s s  t h a t  s t i l l  p la g u e  p e o p l e  in  m a n y  c o u n t r i e s ,  a n d  c r e a te  a 

w o r r y - f r e e  l i f e  f o r  c h i ld r e n  a r o u n d  t h e  w o r ld .  I t  w i l l  e n a b le  a ll c o u n -  

t n e s  t o  b e n e f i t  f r o m  d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  a ll p e o p l e s  t o  e n j o y  p r o s p e r ity ,  

p e a c e  a n d  g o o d  h e a lt h .

— W e  s h o u ld  e n d e a v o r  t o  b u i ld  a  w o r ld  t h a t  i s  o p e n  a n d  in c lu s iv e ,  

a  w o r ld  f r e e  f r o m  i s o l a t i o n .  A s  a n  a n c ie n t  C h i n e s e  s a y in g  g o e s ,  UA11 

l i v in g  t h in g s  g r o w  s id e  b y  s id e  w i t h o u t  h a r m in g  o n e  a n o th e r ;  t h e  su n ,  

m o o n  a n d  s e a s o n s  r o t a t e  a c c o r d in g  t o  th e ir  o w n  la w s  w i t h o u t  h in d e r 

in g  e a c h  o t h e r .  T h e  f lo u r i s h in g  o f  c iv i l i z a t io n  a n d  t h e  p r o g r e s s  o f  

h u m a n i t y  w i l l  n o t  b e  p o s s i b l e  w i t h o u t  e n h a n c i n g  c o m m o n  g r o u n d ,

openness，inclusiveness，exchanges and mutual learning am ong civili
zations， and agreeing to disagree.

D i f f e r e n t  c i v i l i z a t i o n s  s h o u l d  b l o s s o m  a n d  c o e x i s t  in  h a r m o n y  

w i t h  e a c h  o t h e r ,  a n d  d r a w  o n  e a c h  o t h e r s  s t r e n g t h  t o  i n s p i r e  a n d  

n o u r is h  h u m a n  d e v e l o p m e n t  -  t h is  i s  t h e  c a l l  o f  h is t o r y .  W e  s h o u ld  

a lw a y s  b e a r  in  m in d  t h a t  t h e  w o r ld  i s  a  c o l o r f l i l  o n e  w i t h  d iv e r s e  c iv i 

l i z a t io n s ;  a n d  w e  s h o u l d  s e e  t h a t  d i f f e r e n t  c i v i l i z a t i o n s  e n r i c h  e a c h  

o t h e r  a n d  c r e a t e  a  s p le n d id  w o r ld .  W e  s h o u ld  w o r k  t o g e t h e r  t o  b r in g  

d o w n  c u l t u r a l  b a r r i e r s ,  r e j e c t  p r e j u d i c e s  t h a t  s t a n d  i n  t h e  w a y  o f  

h u m a n  in t e r a c t i o n s ,  a n d  e l im in a t e  c u lt u r a l  b ia s  t h a t  p r e v e n t s  p e o p l e
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from engaging w ith one another. Let us w ork together to make sure 
that different civilizations coexist in  harm ony w ith each other and that 
e v e ry b o d y  enjoys cultural nourishm ent.

- We should endeavor to build a green, clean and beautiful w orld. 
The Earth  is the on ly shared hom e fo r hum anity. N ow , a few in d i
viduals are trying to find a new hom e in  outer space, but that is still a 
distant dream. A n d  in  the foreseeable future, hum an beings stUl need 
to Uve on this planet. This is a fact that w ill not change. W e should 
jointly protect ou r planet, n o t on ly  fo r ourselves, but also fo r the 
sake o f future generations. B elieving in  harm ony between man and 
nature, we should cherish the environm ent as dearly as we cherish our 
own lives. W e should revere, respect, adapt to, and protect nature. W e 
should protect the irreplaceable planet E arth , our hom e, heal wounds 
inflicted on the eco-environm ent, and build a harm onious and livable 
home for humanity. Th is w ill aHow the natural ecosystems to recover 
and regenerate themselves, and allow everyone to live in  an environ
ment o f lucid waters and lush mountains.

Today, the w orld  is changing, as are our developm ent m odels.
Political parties m ust m ove w ith  the tide o f the times，have a good

understanding o f the general trends o f  hum an progress, meet the 
comm on expectations o f the people, and closely lin k  their personal 
development w ith the developm ent o f their country, their nation and 
humanity. W e should aim high and look far, have the courage to take 
up responsibilities, and shoulder the m ission o f the times, bearing in  
mind the interests o f both our ow n countries and the w orld at large, 
and both the overall interests and long-term  interests.

W e should have a good knowledge o f our peopled conditions and
translate their needs into our Party’s guiding thoughts， purposes， and

goals, and design concrete and practical im plem entation plans.
The building o f a global com m unity o f shared future requires the 

participation o f all peoples. T o advance this great cause we should 
build consensus am ong people o f d ifferent nations, w ith different 
beliefs and cultures, and from  different regions.

T o realize a great dream , it is im perative to draw on the w isdom
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a n d  s t r e n g t h  o f  a ll in v o lv e d .  W e  s h o u ld  t r y  t o  p o o l  id e a s  f r o m  m u lt i

p le  d i m e n s i o n s ， d i f f e r e n t  l e v e l s  a n d  d i f f e r e n t  p e r s p e c t iv e s ,  d r a w  〇n
best practices, explore new ways o f thinking, get inspiration, and build 
m om entum . PoUtical parties from  different countries should e n h a n c e

m u t u a l  t r u s t，d i a l o g u e ， a n d  c o o r d i n a t i o n .  B u i ld in g  o n  a  n e w  model
o f international relations, we should explore a new m odel o f party- 
to-party relations in  w hich political parties seek to expand common 
ground w hile reserving differences, and respect and learn from  each 
other. W e should build a m ultiform , m ultilevel international network 
fo r party-to-party exchanges and cooperation. A ll these w ill work 
together and form  a m ighty force fo r building a global com inunity of 
shared future.

A  trail can be blazed on ly  by taking steps; and a cause can be 
accomplished only by taking actions. Building a global com m unity of 
shared future is a historic process. It  cannot be com pleted overnight, 
nor w ill it be plain sailing. Persistent and arduous efforts are called 
for. To build such a com m unity, we m ust make unrem itting efforts. 
W e should not give up on our dream  because o f the com plexity o f 
the reality, nor should we stop pursuing our ideals as they seem so far 
away to reach.

The C P C  is a po litica l party dedicated to the w ellbeing o f the 
Chinese people and to the progress o f  hum an society. I t  is the larg
est poHtical party in  the w orld. A s I  once said, the CPC m ust act in 
the way that a m ajor party should. W hat we Chinese Com m unists 
are doing is to better the lives o f the Chinese people, rejuvenate the 
Chinese nation, and prom ote peace and development for humanity. We
must run our own house well，w hich in  itself is a contribution to the
building o f a global com m unity o f  shared future. W e intend to create 
m ore opportunities for the rest o f the w orld through our own devel
opm ent. We w ill achieve social developm ent through our actions, and 
share our experience w ith other countries. We do not want to im port
models from  other countries，nor do we want to export the Chinese
m odel, still less w ill we ask other countries to copy our practices. Wc

C h in e s e  C o m m u n is t s  w i l l  s ta y  t r u e  t o  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  c o m m it m e n t s :
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First, we will continue to work for global peace and tranquility.
N early  100 years a g o ，the CPC was born when C h i n a  was in

turm oil. O n e  o f  its fo u n d in g  m issions was to  pu t an end to the 
dire pUght in  w hich C h ina had suffered from  frequent wars and 
the Chinese people from  destitu tion  since the m id-19th  century. 
From 1921 to 1949, in  order to achieve peace and stability in  China 
and enable its people to live and w ork in  peace, the CPC rallied the 
Chinese people and led them  in  an arm ed struggle fo r 28 years, and 

made huge sacrifices.
Having gone through all this, we Chinese Com m unists know  only 

too w ell how  precious peace is; hence we are resolved to m aintain  
peace. China remains com m itted to prom oting peace, developm ent, 
and cooperation, and delivering w in-w in outcom es. W e w ill always 
pursue peaceful developm ent, actively prom ote the buUding o f global 
partnerships, and proactively engage ourselves in  the process o f polit
ical settlement o f international hotspot and difficu lt issues.

China, a m ajor contributor o f troops and funds fo r U N  peace
keeping operations, has cum ulatively dispatched over 36,000 peace
keepers. A s I  am talking now, m ore than 2,500 Chinese peacekeepers 
are serving U N  m issions in  eight m ission zones, safeguarding local 
peace and security, regardless o f the difficulties and dangers.

China w ill continue to actively engage in  the reform  and develop
ment o f the global governance system, and w ill prom ote efforts to 
develop a m ore just and equitable international political and econom ic 
order. N o  m atter how  advanced C hina^ developm ent is, China w ill 
never seek hegem ony o r engage in  expansion. W e call on political 
parties in  all countries to join us and become builders o f w orld peace, 
contributors to global developm ent, and defenders o f the internation

al order.
Second, we will continue to w ork fo r com m on developm ent.

The CPC has its origin  in  the people and has relied on the people 
for its grow th and developm ent. It  has always cared about the people, 
Chinese and others, and is com m itted to w orking fo r their wenbemg.

O v e r the years, C h ina has helped m any develop ing countries
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in  various ways, including p rovid in g  large am ounts o f free aid and  

concessional loans, as w ell as technical, personnel, and intellectual 
support. I t  has helped them  com plete num erous projects to fa c ili

tate their econom ic and social developm ent and to im prove the lives 
o f  their people. Today, thousands o f Chinese scientists, engineers, 
entrepreneurs, technicians, doctors and nurses, teachers, workers, and 
volunteers are w orking hand in  hand and shoulder to shoulder w ith  

local people in  many developing countries to help them change their 
lives fo r the better.

A s envisaged by the CPC at its 19th N ational Congress in  2017, 
C hina w ill achieve m oderate prosperity in  all respects throughout 
the cou n try  by the year 2020. It  w ill, by and large, realize social
ist m odernization by the year 2035, and w ill turn itse lf in to  a great 
m odern  socialist cou n try  that is prosperous, strong, dem ocratic, 
culturally advanced, harm onious and beautiful by the m iddle o f this 
century. Th is w ill benefit not on ly the Chinese people, but also the 
people o f other countries. W e propose that political parties o f other 
countries w ork w ith us and create m ore cooperation opportunities to 
the benefit o f  com m on developm ent and prosperity.

T h ird , we w ill continue to prom ote exchanges and m utual learning 
am ong civilizations.

A s a Chinese saying goes, a stone taken from  another mountain 
may serve as a tool to polish the local jade — advice from  others may 
help rem edy one^ own shortcom ings. The CPC always stresses the 
need to develop a global perspective. W e have learned and drawn on 
the achievements o f other cultures and applied them in  the Chinese 
context. Indeed, M arxism  is the solid  tru th  we have learned from  
other countries. W e have adapted M arxism  to C hina^ conditions, kept 
it current, and enhanced its popular appeal. A s a result, M arxism  has 
becom e the underlying theory guiding the C P C ^ efforts to lead the 
Chinese people on the m arch forw ard.

The CPC approaches the achievements o f other cultures w ith an 
open m ind and keen interest. W e w ould like to engage in  dialogue, 
exchanges and cooperation w ith the people and political parties o f
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o t h e r  c o u n t r ie s ,  a n d  w e  s u p p o r t  in c r e a s e d  c u lt u r a l  a n d  p e o p le - t o -  

n e o p le  e x c h a n g e s  a m o n g  d i f f e r e n t  c o u n t r ie s .

^  Over the next five years, the CPC wiU invite 15,000 members o f  
other poHtical parties to visit China for exchanges and interaction. W e  
oropose that the CPC in  D ialogue w ith W orld  PoHtical Parties H igh- 
level M eeting be institutionalized and be made a high-level p latform  
for politica l dialogue w ith  broad representation and in ternational

influence. u
M ore than 2 ,000  years ago, the ancient Chinese p h ilosop h er

C o n f u c iu s  o b s e r v e d  t h a t  o n e  s h o u ld  m a k e  f r ie n d s  w it h  p e o p le  w h o
are upright, sincere, a n d  w e ll- in fo r m e d . T h e  C P C  is  r e a d y  t o  b u i ld

more friendships across the w orld . O ve r the years, we have m ain
tained regular contacts w ith m ore than 400 political parties and orga
nizations in  over 160 countries and regions, and our circle o f fnends

continues to grow. . .
M oving forw ard, the C P C  wUl enhance exchanges w ith political

parties o f other countries to share ideas on enhancing party com pe
tence and state governance, and conduct fu rth e r exchanges and 
dialogue am ong civiUzations so as to im prove our strategic m utua 
trust. Let aU o f us, people o f aH countries, jo in  hands to build a global 
community o f shared future and a better w orld.

Notes

Book of Rites (Li Ji).



C arry Forw ard the Shanghai Spirit; 
B uild  a C om m unity o f  Shared Future*

June 10, 2018

D ear colleagues,

In  this lovely m onth o f June, I  am delighted to welcome all o f you 
to the picturesque city o f Q ingdao for the 18th m eeting o f the Coun
cil o f  Heads o f M em ber States o f  the Shanghai Cooperation Orga
nization (SCO). O ver 2,500 years ago, the great Chinese philosopher 
Confucius had this to say, c<W hat a joy to have friends com ing from 
afar! It  is therefore o f  special significance that I  host m y distin
guished guests in  Shandong, the hom e province o f Confucius, for a 
sum m it that w ill chart the future course for the SCO.

In  five days, the SC O  w ill celebrate its 17th anniversary, an occa
sion fo r us to review  o u r o rg a n iza tio n ^ rem arkable journey and 
im portant achievements.

O ver the past 17 years, guided by the SC O  Charter and the Treaty 
o f  Long-term  G ood-neighborliness, Friendship and Cooperation  
Between the M em ber States o f the Shanghai Cooperation Organiza
tion, we have forged a constructive partnership o f non-alliance, non
confrontation, and non-targeting o f any third party. This represents 
a m ajor breakthrough in  tlie theory and practice o f international rela
tions, a new m odel fo r regional cooperation, and a new contribution 
to peace and developm ent in the region.

Today, the SC O  stands as a comprehensive regional cooperation 
organ ization  that encompasses the largest area and population  in

* Speech at the 18th meeting o f the Council o f Heads o f Member States o f the Shang
hai Cooperation Organization.
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the world. The econom y and population o f the SC O  m ember states 
account fo r about 20 percent and 40 percent o f the w orld s total. 
The SCO has four observer states and six dialogue partners as well 
as extensive cooperation links w ith  the U n ited  N ations and other 
international and regional organizations. W ith  its rising international 
influence, the SC O  has becom e a force to be reckoned w ith -  one 
promoting w orld peace and developm ent and upholding international 

fairness and justice.
Cooperation w ithin the SC O  enjoys strong vita lity and m om en

tum. In  the fina l analysis, this can be attributed to the Shanghai 
Spirit, a creative vision  initiated and follow ed through by the SC O  
that champions m utual trust, m utual benefit, equality, consultation, 
respect for diversity o f civilizations, and pursuit o f  com m on develop
ment. The Shanghai Spirit, transcending outdated concepts such as 
the clash o f civilizations, C old  W ar thinking, and zero-sum  mentality, 
has turned a new ps.ge in the history o f international relations and is 
winning increasing support from  the international com niunity.

Dear colleagues,
M encius, another ancient Chinese philosopher, apdy observed,

“ W h e n  C o n f u c iu s  lo o k s  d o w n  f r o m  t h e  p e a k  o f  t h e  D ongshan

Mountain, the local K ingdom  o f Lu comes into view ; when he looks 
down from  the peak o f M ount Tai, the whole land comes into view.
A t a time when the w orld is undergoing m ajor developments, trans
form ation and adjustment, we must aim high and look far, and keep 
pace w ith the underlying trends o f both the w orld and our times to 
drive forward the cause o f human civilization and progress.

W hile  hegemony and power politics still persist in  this w orld, the 
call for a m ore just and equitable international order must be heeded. 
D em ocracy in  international relations has becom e an unstoppable  

trend.
For all that traditional and non-traditional security threats continue 

to emerge, the force for peace w ill prevail — security and stability are 

what people long for.
For all that unilateralism, trade protectionism  and anti-globalization
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continue to m anifest themselves in  new form s, in  this global village 
o f ours, where countries, interests and future are so interconnected 
cooperation fo r mutual benefit represents a general trend.

F or all that we keep hearing such rhetoric as the clash o f civi
liza tion s  o r the su perio rity  o f  one c iv iliza tio n  over another， it is
the diversity o f civilizations that sustains hum an progress. Indeed, 
m utual learning between different cultures is a shared aspiration o f all 
peoples.

D ear colleagues,
T he w orld  today faces both opportun ities and challenges. The 

road ahead may not be sm ooth, but it w ill lead to a prom ising future. 
W e should stay com m itted to the Shanghai Spirit, surm ount difficul
ties, defuse risks, and meet challenges head-on.

- W e should stand fo r innovative, coordinated, green, open and 
shared developm ent, w ork for coordinated social and econom ic prog
ress in  our countries, and resolve problem s caused by imbalanced 
developm ent. We should bridge the gap in  developm ent and promote 
shared prosperity.

— W e should pursue com m on, com prehensive, cooperative and 
sustainable security. W e should reject the C o ld  W ar m entality and 
co n fro n ta tio n  betw een b locs, and oppose the practice  o f  seek
ing  absolute security fo r oneself at the expense o f others,, so as to 
achieve security fo r all.

— W e should prom ote open and inclusive cooperation fo r win- 
w in outcom es. W e must be open, farsighted and visionary, rejecting 
self-centered policies. W e should uphold W T O  rules and support the 
m ultilateral trading system so as to build an open w orld economy.

— W e should cham pion equality, m utual learning, dialogue and 
inclusiveness between civilizations. It  is im portant that we remove 
cultural m isunderstandings, transcend cultural clashes, and dispel 
notions o f cultural supremacy, through cultural exchanges, mutual 
learning and harm onious coexistence.

— W e should fo llow  the p rin cip le  o f  achieving shared grow th  
th rough  consultation and co llab oration  in  g lobal governance. We

should reform  and im prove the global governance system, and w ork  
with all other countries to build a global com m unity o f shared future. 

Dear colleagues,
The Shanghai Spirit is our shared asset, and the SC O  is our shared 

home. G uided by the Shanghai Spirit, we should w ork closely to build
an SCO  com m unity o f shared future，m ove towards a new m odel o f
international relations, and build an open, inclusive, clean and beauti
ful w orld that enjoys lasting peace, universal security, and com m on  
prosperity. To this end, I  w ould like to propose the follow ing:

F irst, we need to strengthen un ity and bu ild  m utual trust. W e 
should ensure a full im plem entation o f the com m itm ents made in  the 
Qingdao Declaration, the Plan o f A ction  o f the Treaty o f Long-term  
Good-neighborliness, Friendship and Cooperation, and other docu
ments. A ll should respect the others5 choice o f developm ent path  
and accommodate the others5 core interests and mutual concerns. W e
should enhance m utual understanding by seeing things from  others
perspectives, and boost harm ony and unity by seeking com m on ground  
and shelving differences. This w ill enhance the cohesion and appeal 
of our organization.

Second, we need to strengthen the foundations o f shared peace 
and security. W e need to actively im plem ent the 2019-2021 program
o f cooperation in  com bating the “ three evil forces” o f terrorism ，

separatism and extrem ism , continue to conduct the f<peace m ission 
and other joint counter-terrorism  exercises, and enhance cooperation  
in defense security, law enforcem ent security and inform ation security. 
We need to give full play to the role o f the SCO-Afghanistan Contact 
G roup in  facilitating peace and reconstruction in  Afghanistan. China 
wishes to train 2,000 law enforcem ent officers from  S C O  m em ber 
states in  the next three years through the C hina-SCO  Training Base 
for International Exchange and Judicial Cooperation and other plat
form s to strengthen capacity in  law enforcem ent.

T h ird , we need to bu ild  a pow erful engine to achieve com m on  
developm ent and prosperity. W e should increase com plem entarity  
in ou r respective developm ent strategies, continue to advance the
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Belt and Road Initiative in  tlie context o f delivering shared benefits 
through extensive consultation and jo int contribution, accelerate the 
process o f  regional trade facilitation, and step up the implementa
tion o f the Agreem ent on International Road Transport Facilitation 
and other cooperation documents. China welcomes all member states 
to attend the F irst China International Im p o rt E xp o  in  Shanghai in 
N ovem ber this year. T he Chinese governm ent supports the estab
lishm ent o f a dem onstration area in  Q ingdao fo r C hina-SCO  local 
econom ic and trade cooperation , and a C h in a-S C O  legal service 
com m ittee to provide legal support for econom ic and trade coopera
tion.

In  support o f these measures, I  w ould like to announce that China 
w ill set up a special lending facility w ith a value o f  R M B 30 billion 
w ithin the fram ework o f the SC O  Inter-bank Consortium .

Fourth, we need to forge closer ties through cultural and people- 
to-peop le exchanges. W e should actively im plem ent the adopted 
documents, including the SC O  concept on environm ental protection, 
ensure the continued success o f such w ell-recognized program s as 
youth exchange camps, and secure solid progress in  cooperation in 
education, science and technology, culture, tourism , health, disaster 
re lief and the media. In  the next three years, China w ill provide 3,000 
tra in ing  opportun ities fo r personnel from  S C O  m em ber states to 
enhance public awareness o f and support fo r the SC O  family. China 
offers all m em ber states m eteorological services through access to its 
Fengyun-2 weather satellites.

F ifth , we need to expand partnership networks o f international 
cooperation. B y intensifying exchanges and cooperation w ith SCO  
observer states, dialogue partners, and other countries in  our region, 
by enhancing partnerships w ith the United N ations and other interna
tional and regional organizations, and by engaging in  dialogue w ith the 
International M onetary Fund, the W orld  Bank and other international 
financial institutions, we can contribute our share to resolving flash
point issues and im proving global governance.

D ear colleagues,

Thanks to the support and assistance o f all other SC O  m ember 
J s  over the past year, China has com pleted its SC O  presidency and 

L t e d  this summit. Here I  w ish to express m y sincere thanks to you  
T c L ，wiU m a.nta.n practical, close and friendly coop era .on  ^  
fther SC O  m em ber states to ensure the fuU im plem entauon 〇f  the 
l e e m e n t s  reached at this sum m it and support Kyrgyzstan m its SCO  
^ d T n c y . Let us j〇1n hands to create an even b r ig h t  foture for the

SCO!
Thank you.

Notes

1 The A n a le c ts  o f C onfucius (L u n  Y u).

2 The M encius {M eng Z i).
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T he Role o f  the B R IC S  in  B uild ing a G lobal 
C om m unity o f  Shared Future*

July 25, 2018

The B R IC S  mechanism owes its b irth  and grow th to the evolving 
global econom y and international landscape. In  its first decade, BRICS 
cooperation got o ff  the ground and bore rich fru it. W e five BRICS  
countries, guided by the B R IC S  spirit o f  openness, inclusiveness and 
w in-w in cooperation, have expanded our cooperation, strengthened

our solidarity and mutual trust，im proved the lives o f our peoples，and
drawn our bond o f  interests and friendship even closer. Indeed, our 
cooperation has contributed much to global econom ic recovery and 
grow th.

The w orld is undergoing m om entous changes, the scale o f which 
is unseen in  a century. T h is is a w orld  o f  both opportun ities and 
challenges fo r us em erging m arkets and developing countries. We 
should pursue B R IC S  cooperation in  the historic process o f  global 
transform ation, and we should prom ote the developm ent o f our own 
countries in  the historic course o f prom oting the com m on develop
m ent o f both B R IC S  countries and other countries, thus m aking new 
advances in  the next G olden Decade.

—The next decade w ill be crucial as new global grow th drivers will 
take the place o f old ones. A  new round o f revolution and transfor
m ation in  science, technology and industry featuring artificial intel
ligence, b ig data, quantum inform ation and bio-technology is gaining 
m om entum . These are g iving b irth  to a large num ber o f new indus
tries and business form s and m odels and w ill fundam entally change 
g loba l developm ent and the way people w ork and live . W e m ust

* Part o f the speech at the BRICS Business Forum.
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seize this historic opportunity and prom ote leapfrog developm ent in  
emerging markets and developing countries.

- The next decade w ill see faster changes in  the international land
scape and the w orld balance o f power. Em erging markets and devel
oping countries already contribute 80 percent o f global econom ic
growth. Based on current exchange rates，these countries account for

nearly 40 percent o f the global econom ic output. G row ing  at their 
current pace, these countries w ill see their econom ic output approach 
half o f the global total in  a decade. The collective rise o f em erging
markets and developing countries is unstoppable, and it w ill ensure

more balanced global developm ent and provide a stronger corner
stone fo r global peace.

- T he next decade w ill see a p rofound reshaping o f the global 
governance system . D espite  som e setbacks, the w o rld  is m ovin g  
towards m ulti-polarity and greater econom ic globalization. G eopoliti
cal flashpoints keep em erging, and the dark shadow o f terrorism  and 
armed conflict still haunts us. U nilateralism  and protectionism  are
resurgent，dealing a severe blow  to m ultilateralism  and the m ultilateral

trade regime. The international com m unity has reached a new cross
roads, and we are facing a choice between cooperation and confron
tation, between opening up and a close-door policy, and between 
mutual benefit and a beggar-thy-neighbor approach. Thus, the evolu
tion o f the global governance system w ill have a profound im pact on  
all nations, particularly em erging markets and developing countries, 
and indeed on the prosperity and stability o f the w hole w orld.

W e B R IC S  countries need to keep abreast o f the historic trend, 
seize developm ent opportunities, jo intly meet challenges, and play a 
constructive role in  bu ild ing 3. new m odel o f international relations 
and a global com m unity o f shared future.

F irst, we need to pursue w in-w in cooperation to bu ild  an open  
economy. O pening up and cooperation provide a sure way to achieve 
progress in  science and technology and grow th in  productivity. Trade 
wars should be rejected, because there w ill be no w inner. Econom ic  
hegem ony is even m ore ob jectionab le , as it w ill u nd erm ine  the
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co llective  interests o f  the in te rn a tio n a l com m u n ity; those who 

pursue this course w ill on ly  end up hurting  themselves.
A s the w orld econom y is go ing through profound transition and 

changes, only by opening themselves to others can different countries 
achieve m utual benefit, shared prosperity, and sustainable develop, 
m ent. This should be the choice fo r all countries. W e B R IC S  coun
tries should firm ly prom ote an open w orld economy, resolutely reject 
unilateralism  and protectionism , liberate trade and facilitate invest
m ent, and jointly steer the global econom y towards greater openness, 
inclusiveness, balanced grow th , and w in-w in outcom es fo r all. We

should see that economic globalization will deliver more benefits.
W e should help em erging markets and developing countries, African 
countries and the least developed countries in  particular, to become 
fully involved in international division o f labor and share the benefits 
o f econom ic globalization.

Second, we need to pursue innovation  and seize developm ent 
opportun ities. Science and technology, as the p rim ary production  
forces, have provided inexhaustible pow er d riv in g  the progress o f 
hum an c iv iliza tion . H um an ity had made giant leaps forw ard as it 
progressed from  an agricultural civilization  to an industrial civiliza
tion , a process w hich created both huge gains in  social productivity 
and grow ing pains. The w orld today has once again reached a critical 
histone juncture. In  the unfolding new round >of scientific and tech
nological revolu tion  and industrial transform ation, new things w ill 
inevitably emerge and take the place o f old ones. Indeed, this w ill be a 
difficult and painful process. B ut i f  countries use these opportunities 
o f change and transform ation to their advantage, they w ill be able to 
achieve dynamic grow th and bring better lives to their people.

In  the face o f  new opportun ities brought by new science and 
technology, every country has an equal right to developm ent. Those 
w ho fail to keep abreast o f  the times wiU faU behind and become 
irre levant. W h at we can and should do is to seize opportun ities, 
increase input in  innovation, focus on developing new grow th areas, 
and replace old grow th drivers w ith new ones. W e should endeavor to
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advance structural reform , rem ove all institutional barriers to innova
tion, M y  unlock innovation potential, and energize the market. W e 
need to develop a global perspective, boost international exchanges 
and cooperation in  innovation, and fully leverage each other s com par
ative strengths and resource endowm ent, so as to enable m ore coun
tries and people to benefit from  scientific and technological advances.
At the same tim e，we should ease the adverse im pact o f IT  applica
tion， autom ation and smart technology on traditional industries， and

create new job opportunities in  the process o f fostering new indus

tries.
T h ird , we need to pursue inclusive grow th to deliver benefits to 

the peoples o f all countries. Uneven and insufficient developm ent is a 
common challenge facing all countries. The N orth-South gap, namely, 
the gap betw een developed countries and em erging m arkets and 
developing countries, remains huge. A n d  there are also developm ent 
gaps o f varying degrees w ith in  countries.

The 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Developm ent provides a compre- 
hensive action plan for the international community. Basing ourselves 
on our actual national conditions, we B R IC S  countries need to follow  
the guidance o f the 2030 Agenda as we pursue our own development 
strategies. W e should put people first, ensure coordinated social and 
economic developm ent, and protect the environm ent, thus giving our 
people a stronger sense o f fulfillm ent and happiness. W e should ensure 
harm ony between m an and nature and encourage the international 
com m unity to fully im plem ent the Paris Agreem ent. W e should treat 
nature w ith awe and do m ore to foster an ecosystem conducive to  
green developm ent. It  is im portant to prom ote international develop-
m ent cDoperation，urge developed countries to fu lfill their promises

on official developm ent assistance, and increase support to develop- 

ing countries.
H om e to m ore developing countries than any other continent, 

A frica  has m ore potential than any other region in  the w orld . W e  
need to strengthen cooperation  w ith  A fric a , support its develop
m ent and make B R IC S -A frica  cooperation a m odel fo r South-South
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cooperation. We should actively carry out cooperation with A fr ic a n  

countries in such areas as poverty reduction, food security, in n o v a 

tion, infrastructure, and industrialization in ways compatible with their 

national conditions. We should help African countries improve their 

economic structure, contribute to the implementation o f Agenda 
2063 o f the African Union (AU), and thus enable Africa, an a n c ie n t  

continent, to grow stronger.

Fourth, we need to uphold multilateralism and improve global 
governance. An enabling and stable external environment is essential 
for any country, particularly emerging markets and developing coun

tries, to achieve growth. The current international order is clearly not 
perfect. But as long as it is rule-based, equity-oriented, and facilitates a 

win-win outcome, it should not be discarded at will, still less should it 
be dismantled and rebuilt all over again.

We BRICS countries must uphold multilateralism. We should urge 

all parties to fully observe collectively-adopted international rules. 
All countries should be treated as equals regardless o f their size, and 

issues that matter to all must be addressed through consultation. We 

should say no to hegemony and power politics. We need to promote 

common, comprehensive, cooperative and sustainable security, and 

be actively involved in mediation efforts to resolve geopolitical flash

points. It is important for us to firmly support the multilateral trade 

regime, advance the reform o f  global economic governance, and 

increase the representation and voice o f emerging markets and devel-

oping countries. 'When new rules arc nude on such issues 沒s inncrra-
tion, trade and investment, and protection o f  inteUectual property 

rights, or on new frontiers including cyberspace, outer space and 

the polar regions, we should make sure that the views o f  emerging 

markets and developing countries are heeded, that their interests and 

requests are taken into consideration, and that they are offered suffi- 
cient opportunities for development.

Towards a Stronger C hina-Africa C om m unity o f  
Shared Future*

September 3, 2018

To quote a Chinese saying, £tThe ocean is vast because it rejects no
rivers.”1 China is the world’s largest developing country, and Africa is

the continent with the largest number o f developing countries. China 

and Africa have long forged a community o f shared future, and we 

rise and fall together. China will work closely with African nations to 

build an even stronger community o f shared future and turn it into a 

pacesetter for bxiilding such a community for humanity.
First, let us build a stronger China-Africa community o f shared

future that assumes our joint responsibilities. Let us increase politi

cal and poUcy dialogue at various levels, enhance mutual understand
ing and support on issues bearing on our core interests and major 

concerns, and strengthen coordination on major international and 

regional issues. These efforts will serve our common interests and 

those o f other developing countries.
Second, let u s  build a stronger China-Africa community o f

shared future that pursues win-win cooperation. Let us build on the 

complementarity between our respective development strategies and 

seize the opportunities offered by the Belt and Road Initiative. We 

need to see to it that the Belt and Road Initiative and the AU Agenda 

2063, the UN 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development and the 

development programs o f African countries better complement each 

other. With these efforts, we can consolidate our traditional areas of 

cooperation, expand into new areas, unlock new potential, and foster

* Part o f the keynote speech at the opening cerem ony o f the 2018 Beijing Sum m it o f 

the Forum  on China-Africa Cooperation.
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n e w  g r o w t h  a r e a s  in  t h e  e c o n o m y .

T h ir d ,  l e t  u s  b ia ild  a  s t r o n g e r  C h in a - A f r ic a  c o m m u n i t y  o f  shared

f u t u r e  t h a t  d e l iv e r s  h a p p in e s s  f o r  a ll o f  u s . A  b e t t e r  l i f e  f o r  〇u r  p eo p le

is  t h e  u l t im a t e  g o a l  o f  g r o w i n g  o u r  r e la t io n s ,  s o  w e  n e e d  t o  m a k e  sure 

o u r  c o o p e r a t i o n  d e H v e r s  t a n g ib le  b e n e f i t s  t o  b o t h  C h i n e s e  a n d  A fri

c a n  p e o p le s .  M u t u a l  a s s i s t a n c e  a n d  s o l id a r it y  h a s  b e e n  t h e  h a llm a rk  o f  

C h in a - A f r ic a  r e la t io n s  o v e r  t h e  y e a r s . C h in a ,  f o r  i t s  p a r t ,  w i l l  d o  m ore  

t o  h e l p  A f r i c a n  c o u n t r i e s  t o  a U e v ia te  p o v e r t y ,  p u r s u e  d e v e lo p m e n t

i n c r e a s e  e m p l o y m e n t  a n d  i n c o m e s ,  a n d  i m p r o v e  t h e  l i v e s  o f  the ir  

p e o p le s .

F o u r t h ,  l e t  u s  b u i ld  a  s t r o n g e r  C h in a - A f r ic a  c o m m u n i t y  o f  shared  

f u t u r e  t h a t  p r o m o t e s  c u l t u r a l  p r o s p e r i t y .  C h in a  a n d  A f r i c a n  n a t io n s  

h a v e  aU c r e a t e d  s p le n d id  c iv i l i z a t io n s  t h a t  w e  c a n  b e  p r o u d  o f .  W e  are 

r e a d y  t o  m a k e  a  g r e a t e r  c o n t r ib u t io n  t o  c u ltu r a l  d iv e r s i t y  i n  t h e  w o r ld . 

W e  w iU  p r o m o t e  e x c h a n g e s ,  m u t u a l  l e a r n in g  a n d  h a r m o n y  b e t w e e n  

o u r  c iv i l i z a t io n s ,  a n d  t h e r e b y  in v ig o r a t e  o u r  c iv iH z a t io n s  a n d  cu ltu r e s ,  

e n r i c h  o u r  a r t s ,  a n d  p r o v i d e  r i c h  c u l t u r a l  n o u r i s h m e n t  f o r  C h in a -  

A f n c a  c o o p e r a t io n .  W it h  m o r e  p e o p l e - t o - p e o p l e  e x c h a n g e s  in  c u ltu r e  

a n d  t h e  a r ts ,  e d u c a t io n ,  s p o r t s ,  a n d  b e t w e e n  o u r  t h in k  t a n k s ,  m e d ia  

o r g a n iz a t io n s ,  a n d  w o m e n  a n d  y o u n g  p e o p l e ,  t h e  b o n d s  b e t w e e n  th e  

p e o p l e s  o f  C h in a  a n d  A f r ic a  w i l l  g r o w  s t r o n g e r .

F i f t h ,  l e t  u s  b u U d  a  s t r o n g e r  C h in a - A f r i c a  c o m m u n i t y  o f  sh a r e d  

f u t u r e  t h a t  e n j o y s  c o m m o n  s e c u r i t y .  T h o s e  w h o  v a l u e  p e a c e  m o s t  

a r e  t h o s e  w h o  h a v e  g o n e  t h r o u g h  a d v e r s ity .  C h in a  c h a m p io n s  a  n e w  

v i s i o n  o f  s e c u r i t y  t o  p u r s u e  c o m m o n ,  c o m p r e h e n s i v e ,  c o o p e r a t iv e  

a n d  s u s t a in a b le  s e c u r ity . C h in a  f ir m ly  s u p p o r t s  A f r ic a n  c o u n t r ie s  a n d  

t h e  A f r i c a n  U n i o n  a s  w e l l  a s  o t h e r  r e g io n a l  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  i n  A fr ic a  

in  s o l v i n g  A f r ic a n  i s s u e s  in  t h e  A f r ic a n  w a y . C h in a  a l s o  s u p p o r t s  th e

A f r ic a n  in i t ia t iv e  o f  “ S i le n c e  t h e  G u n s  in  A f r ic a ” . C h in a  i s  r e a d y  t o

p la y  a  c o n s t r u c t iv e  r o le  in  p r o m o t i n g  p e a c e  a n d  s ta b iU ty  in  A f r ic a  a n d  

s u p p o r t s  A f r ic a n  c o u n t r ie s  in  b u i ld in g  u p  th e ir  o w n  c a p a c i t y  f o r  s a f e 

g u a r d in g  s t a b i l i t y  a n d  p e a c e .

S ix t h ,  l e t  u s  b u i ld  a  s t r o n g e r  C h in a - A f r i c a  c o m m u n i t y  o f  s h a r e d  

f u t u r e  t h a t  p r o m o t e s  h a r m o n y  b e t w e e n  m a n  a n d  n a tu r e .  T h e  E a r th
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■ th e  o n ly  p l a c e  w e  c a n  c a l l  h o m e .  C h i n a  w i l l  w o r k  w i t h  A f r ic a  t o  

lursue g r e e n ,  l o w - c a r b o n ,  c ir c u la r  a n d  s u s t a in a b le  d e v e l o p m e n t  a n d  

p ro tec t o u r  lu s h  m o u n t a i n s  a n d  lu c id  w a t e r s  a n d  aU U v in g  b e in g s  o n  

〇ur p la n e t .  C h i n a  w i l l  s t r e n g t h e n  e x c h a n g e s  a n d  c o o p e r a t i o n  w i t h  

Africa o n  c U m a t e  c h a n g e ,  c l e a n  e n e r g y ,  p r e v e n t i o n  a n d  c o n t r o l  o f  

d e s e r t if ic a t io n  a n d  s o i l  e r o s i o n ,  p r o t e c t i o n  o f  w i id U fe ,  a n d  o t h e r  a r e a s  

o f  e c o lo g ic a l  a n d  e n v ir o n m e n t a l  p r e s e r v a t io n .  T o g e t h e r ,  w e  c a n  m a k e  

C hina a n d  A f r ic a  b e a u t i f u l  p la c e s  f o r  p e o p l e  t o  U v e in  h a r m o n y  w i t h

nature. . u  c  n
S in c e  t h e  2 0 1 5  F O C A C  J o h a n n e s b u r g  S u m m i t ,  C h i n a  h a s  tu U y

im plem ented  th e  10 c o o p e r a tio n  p lan s a d o p ted  at th e  su m m it. A  

large num ber o f  railway, highway, airport, p ort and other infrastruc

ture p ro jects h ave b e e n  c o m p le te d  or are u n d er c o n s tr u c tio n , as 

weU as a num ber o f  e c o n o m ic  and trade co o p er a tio n  zo n es. O ur  

cooperation in  peace and security, science, education , culture, health, 

poverty reduction , and p eo p le -to -p e o p le  in teractions has d eep en ed . 

The U S $60  b illion  financing p ledged  by China has b een  delivered or 

arranged. T h ese  10 plans have brought h u ge ben efits to  the A frican  

and C hinese peop les. T h ey  am ply dem onstrate the creativity, rallying 

power and efficien cy  o f  C hina-A frica coop eration , and Ufted China- 

Africa com p reh en sive  strategic and coop erative partnership  to  n ew

h e ig h ts .  . c

A s  a  s t e p  t o w a r d s  a n  e v e n  s t r o n g e r  C h in a - A f r i c a  c o m m u n i t y  o

shared future in  the n ew  era, China w ill buHd o n  th ese 10 cooperation  

plans and launch eight n ew  initiatives in c lo se  collaboration  w ith  A fri

can countries in  the n ext three years and beyond. •

First, an industrial prom otion  initiative. W e will op en  a China-Afnca  

eco n o m ic  and trade ex p o  in  China; w e  en cou rage C h in ese co m p a 

nies to  increase in v estm en t in  A frica, and wUl build  and upgrade a 

num ber o f  ec o n o m ic  and trade coop eration  zo n es  in  Africa. China  

supports A frica in  ach ieving general fo o d  security by 2030 , and wUl 

w ork w ith  A frica to  form ulate and im p lem en t a program  o f  action  

to  p rom ote  C hina-A frica coop eration  in  agricultural m odernization . 

China w ill im p lem ent 50 agricultural assistance program s, and provide

Tow ards a  Stronger C h in a -A frica  C om m unity o f Shared  F uture
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R M B l b illion  o f emergency humanitarian food assistance to A fric 
countries affected by natural disasters. We w ill send 500 senior aeri* 
culture specialists to A frica and provide training fo r young leaders 〇f  

agricultural science and research and for young farmers who can lead 
others to a better Hfe. We wiU support Chinese companies in Africa to  

forge alUances o f corporate social responsibiHties. W e wiU continue to  

strengthen cooperation w ith A frican  countries in  local currency setde- 
ment and make good use o f  the China-Africa Developm ent Fund, the 
C hina-Africa Fund for Industrial Cooperation, and the Special Loan 
fo r the D evelopm ent o f A frican SMEs.

Second, an infrastructure connectivity initiative. China w ill work 
w ith the A frican  U n ion  to form ulate a C hina-A frica infrastructure 
cooperation plan. We support Chinese companies in participating in 
infrastructure developm ent projects in  A frican  countries under an 
mvest-build-operate o r other appUcable m odel, w ith a focus on coop
eration in  energy, transport, IT , telecommunications, and cross-border 
water resources. We wiU w ork w ith African countries to undertake a 
num ber o f  key connectivity projects. W e support the development 
o f the Single African A ir  Transport Market and wiU open m ore direct 
flights between China and A frica. We wiU faciUtate bond issuance by 
A frican  countries and their financial institutions in  China. Following 
m ultilateral rules and procedures, we w ill support A frican  countries 
in  m aking better use o f the financing resoufces o f the Asian Infra
structure Investm ent Bank, the N ew  Developm ent Bank, and the Silk 
Road Fund.

T h ird , a trade facilitation initiative. We w ill increase im ports from  
A frica , especially non-resource products. W e support A frican coun
tries partic ip ation  in  the C hina In tern ation a l Im p o rt E xp o . The 
least developed A frican  countries participating in  the E xp o  w ill be 
exempted from  exhibition stand fees. We w ill continue to strength
en exchanges and cooperation on m arket regulation and between 
custom s authorities, and im plem ent 50 trade facilitation program s 
fo r A frica . O n  a regular basis, we w ill hold m arketing activities for 
Chinese and A frican brand products. We support the building o f the
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African Continental Free Trade A rea and wiU continue to hold free 
trade negotiations w ith interested A frican countries and regions, and 
we will set up relevant mechanisms to prom ote e-commerce coopera

tion with Africa.
Fourth, a green developm ent initiative. China will start 5U proj-

ects for green developm ent and ecological and environm ental protec
tion in A frica  to expand exchanges and cooperation w ith  A frica  on  
climate change, ocean, desertification prevention and con tro l, and 
wildUfe protection. A  C hina-A frica environm ental cooperation center 
will be set up, and m ore policy dialogue and jo int research on envi
ronmental issues w ill be conducted. The C hina-A frica G reen Envoys 
Program w ill be im plem ented to strengthen Africa's hum an capacity 
for environm ental m anagem ent, p o llu tion  prevention and contro l, 
and green developm ent. A  C h in a -A frica  bam boo  center w ill be 
established to help A frica  make bam boo and rattan products. China 
will also w ork w ith A frica  to raise public awareness o f environm ental 

protection.
F ifth , a capacity bu ild ing initiative. China w ill share m ore o f its 

developm ent experience w ith  A frica  and support cooperation w ith  
Africa in  planning econom ic and social developm ent. Ten Lu  Ban
Workshops will be set up in Africa to provide vocational training for

young Africans. China w ill support a C hina-A frica innovation coop
eration center to prom ote youth innovation and entrepreneurship. A
tailor-made program will be carried out to train 1,000 talented Afri
cans. China will provide Africa with 50,000 government scholarships

and 50,000 training opportunities for seminars and w orkshops, and

w ill invite 2,000 young Africans to v is it China fo r exchanges.
Sixth, a health care initiative. China w ill upgrade 50 medical and 

health aid program s fo r A fric a , particu larly flagship projects such 
as the headquarters o f the A frican  Center fo r Disease C on tro l and 
P revention and C h in a -A frica  friendsh ip  hospitals. Exchange and 
inform ation cooperation wUl be carried out on pubUc health. C oop
eration program s w ill be launched on the prevention and control o f  
em erging and re-em erging com m unicable diseases, schistosomiasis,
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H IV / A ID S  and malaria. China w ill train m ore medical specialists for 
A frica  and continue to send m edical teams that best meet Africas 
needs. M ore m obile m edical services w ill be provided to patients 
fo r the treatment o f cataracts, heart disease and dental defects, and 
targeted health care services w ill be provided to women and children 
o f vulnerable groups in  Africa.

Seventh, a people-to-people exchange initiative. China w ill estab
lish  an institute o f A frican  studies to enhance inter-civilizational 
exchanges w ith A frican nations. T he C hina-A frica  Jo in t Research 
and Exchange Plan w ill be upgraded. F ifty jo int cultural, sports and 
tourism  events will be organized. China welcomes A frica ^ participa
tion in  the Silk Road International League o f Theaters, the Silk Road 
International Museum Alliance, and the N etw ork o f Silk Road Art 
Festivals. A  China-Africa media cooperation netw ork w ill be estab
lished. M ore African culture centers w ill be opened in  China and 
m ore Chinese culture centers in A frica. Q ualified A frican  educational 
institutes are welcome to host C onfucius Institutes. M ore African  
countries are welcome to becom e destinations fo r Chinese tour 
groups.

E igh th，a peace and security initiative. Ghina w ill set up a Ghina- 
A frica  peace and security fund to boost our cooperation in  peace, 
security, peacekeeping, and law and order. C hina w ill continue to 
p rovide  m ilita ry  aid to the A U , and w ill support countries in  the 
Sahel region and those bordering the G u lf o f A den and the G u lf 
o f  G uinea in  upholding security and com bating terrorism  in  their 
regions. A  China-Africa peace and security forum  w ill be established 
as a platform  for more exchanges in  this area. F ifty security assistance 
program s w ill be launched to advance China-Africa cooperation under 
the Belt and Road Initiative, and in  law and order, U N  peacekeeping 
missions, fighting piracy, and com bating terrorism .

To make sure that these eight initiatives are im plem ented on the 
ground , China w ill extend US$60 b illion  o f financing to A frica  in  
the fo rm  o f government assistance as well as investm ent and financ
ing by financial institutions and companies. This w ill include US$15
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billion of credlt 5 . nr) a US$5 billion special fund for financ
f〇r d e v e lo p ^  %  chinese m
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一 丈 = 一 W  一 ㈤ 一  — Spring ㈣  Au.

D efine an E ffective A pproach  to G lo b a l 
E con om ic Governance*

November 17, 2018

The scale o f change we are encountering in  the w orld today has 
not been seen in  a century. Change creates opportunities, but m ore 
often than not, it is accom panied by risks and challenges. H um an
ity has once again reached a crossroads. W hich  direction should we 
choose? C ooperation o r confrontation? O pen ing up o r closing our 
doors? W in-w in  progress o r a zero-sum  game? The interests o f all 
countries and indeed, the future o f hum anity hinge on the choices we 
make.

A  review  o f  m odern w orld  h istory clearly shows that d ifferent 
choices w ill lead the w orld onto different paths.

In  the Asia-Pacific, the establishment o f the Asia-Pacific Econom 
ic Cooperation (A P E C ) is a real success story. Its b irth  and grow th  
echo the h isto ric  trend o f  open ing and in te g ra tio n , ou r reg ion ’s 
fervent desire for developm ent, and our peopled need to meet chal
lenges through cooperation. O pen ing and cooperation in  the Asia- 
Pacific has boosted its prosperity and injected vita lity in to  the vast 
ocean o f  the global econom y. Today’s Asia-Pacific has the w orld ’s 
most dynamic and prom ising economies, and is w idely recognized as a 
key engine driving global grow th.

However, not all that has happened in  the past has been a success 
story. H um anity has learned lessons the hard way. In  the last century, 
for instance, W orld  W ar I I  plunged the w orld into the abyss o f calam
ity. N o t far from  where we are m eeting now  are the sites o f the fierce

* Part o f the speech at the APEC C E O  Summit.
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Battle o f the Coral Sea in  1942 and the Battle o f Guadalcanal between 

1942 and 1943. Today, this part o f  the ocean has long been re s to re d  

to peace and calm, but never should we forget the lessons o f history.

A n  a n c ie n t  C h in e s e  p h i lo s o p h e r  o b s e r v e d  t h a t  “ o n e  n e e d s  to
clean the m irro r before taking a lo o k  at oneself, and should learn

t h e  le s s o n s  o f  t h e  p a s t  b e f o r e  m a k in g  t h e  d e c is io n s  o f  t o d a y ” 1. I n  

r e v ie w in g  h is t o r y ，w e  s h o u ld  d r a w  o n  i t s  le s s o n s  t o  p r e v e n t  t h e  recur-
rence o f  past tragedies. Facing surging h istoric trends, we need to 
ask ourselves: H ow  can we steer the right course for global economic 
development? H ow  can the international com m unity find an effective 
way o f  conducting global governance? I  believe it is im perative that 
we focus on the follow ing:

F irst, we should focus on opening up to create m ore space for 
developm ent. Econom ic globalization is a sure way fo r hum an society 
to achieve developm ent, and the m ultilateral trading system has creat
ed opportunities for us all. In  today^ w orld, countries1 interests are so 
closely intertw ined, and the global supply chain, industrial chain and 
value chain are so closely connected that we are d l links in  the global 
chain o f cooperation; increasingly, we are becom ing one and the same 
com m unity w ith shared interests and o f shared fiiture.

This is the w orking o f the laws o f economics, a fact no one can 
change. W e need to gain a keen appreciation o f this underlying trend 
and view  the changing w orld fo r what it is, and on that basis, respond 
to new  developm ents and m eet new challenges in  a responsible  
and rule-based way. A n y  attem pt to erect barriers and cut the close 
econom ic ties am ong countries works against the laws o f  econom 
ics and the trend o f history, and runs counter to the shared desire o f 
people around the w orld. This is a short-sighted approach, and it is 
doom ed to failure.

E ve ry  era faces the problem s o f  its day. Problem s themselves 
are not to be feared; w hat tru ly  matters is fo r us to take the right 
approach to resolving them. Resorting to old practices such as protec
tionism  and unUateraUsm wiU achieve nothing. O n  the contrary, they 
w ill on ly add uncertainties to the global economy. O n ly  opening up
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and cooperation can bring m ore opportunities and create m ore space 
f o r  developm ent. T h is is a clear h istorical fact. Those w ho choose 
t〇 close their doors w ill only cut themselves o ff from  the rest o f the 
w o r ld  and lose their direction.

A P E C  is a pioneer in  bu ild ing an open global econom y. A s the 
B o g o r  Goals are set for 2020, we should set our sights on post-2020 
cooperation and endeavor to build  a Free Trade A rea o f the Asia- 
Pacific (F T A A P ). W e should say no to protectionism  and unilateral
ism, uphold  the W T O -cen te red  m ultilateral trad ing system , make 
economic globalization m ore open, inclusive, balanced and beneficial 
t o  all, expand converging interests, and share opportunities through  

opening up and cooperation.
Second, we need to focus on developm ent to deliver m ore gains

t o  our peoples. M ore than anything else, we should place our peoples 
wellbeing at the top o f our agenda. E ve ry  country is entitled to an 
equal right to developm ent; and no one has the right o r the power 
to stop people o f developing countries from  pursuing a better life.
We should strengthen development cooperation and help developing

countries eliminate poverty so that people in  all countries wiU Uve a 
better life. This is what fairness is essentially about; it is also a m oral 
responsibility o f the international community.

W e need to incorporate the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Develop- 
ment into our national developm ent strategies, prom ote coordinated 
advances in  the social, econom ic and environm ental fields, pursue 
inclusive developm ent appropriate to our respective national condi
tions, and build equal and balanced global developm ent partnerships. 
D eveloped countries should h on or their com m itm ents on o ffic ia l 
development assistance and increase support to developing countries.

W e need to give priority to developm ent in  international econom ic 
policy coord ination  and have a clear focus on developm ent w hen 
adopting policies and rules on trade and investm ent, protection o f  
intellectual property rights (IP R ), digital economy, and other areas. 
By doing so, we w ill be able to create m ore opportunities and space
for all countries as well as robust drivers and a stable environm ent for
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global growth. The principle o f “special and differential treatment”
which is a cornerstone o f the W T O , is not to be challenged, 〇ther' 
wise the very foundation o f  the m ultilateral trading system will be 
underm ined.

T h ird , we need to focus on inclusiveness and prom ote harmony 
and m utual learning between nations. W e live on the same planet. It 
is hom e to m ore than 200 countries and regions, 2,500-plus ethnic 
groups, and over 7 b illion  people. N o  attem pt to erase their differ
ences w ill w ork. Such differences are not a hindrance to exchanges, 
still less a cause fo r confrontation. H arm ony in  diversity and mutual 
learning between civilizations, social systems and paths can provide 
strong im petus fo r hum an progress. W e should reject hubris and 
prejudice, treat each other w ith respect, stay open and inclusive, and 
embrace the diversity o f our w orld. W e should seek com m on ground 
while setting aside differences, draw upon each others strengths, and 
pursue coexistence in  harm ony and w in-w in cooperation.

W hen it comes to choosing a developm ent path for a country, no 
one is in  a better position to make the decision than the people o f 
that country. Just as one does not expect a single prescription to cure 
all diseases, one should not expect a particular m odel o f development 
to fit all countries. B lind ly copying the models o f others w ill only be 
counterproductive, as w ill be any attempt to im pose one^ own model 
on others.

， *
Fourth , we need to focus on innovation to tap new sources o f 

grow th. Breakthroughs are constantly being made in  fron tier areas 
such as in form ation  technology, life  sciences, sm art m anufacturing, 
and green energy; new m aterials, new products and new business 
form s are replacing existing ones at a faster pace. B ig  data, 3D  print
ing  and artific ia l intelligence, w hich we read about on ly in  science 
fiction in  the past, are now  part o f  our daily life. The future is already 
w ith us.

In  a boat race, those w ho row  the hardest w ill w in. I f  we do not 
m ove proactively to adapt to the surging tide o f new scientific revolu
tion and industrial transform ation, we risk m issing valuable opportu
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nities or even falUng behind. W e must lose no tim e in  exploring new  
g r o w t h  drivers and developm ent paths, and rem oving aU institutional 
obstacles holding back innovation. W e should boost innovation and 
market vitaUty, and expand international exchanges and cooperation in  
innovation so as to better meet our own and our com m on challenges.

The sweeping new scientific revolution and industrial transform a
tion w ill have a profound im pact on  the m ode o f production, way 
of life, and values o f hum an society. The need to strike a balance 
between equity and effic iency, capital and lab o r, technology and 
employment, has become a com m on challenge fo r the international 
community. I f  not handled properly, this issue w ill further widen the
wealth gap between the North and the South. We should gain a keen

understanding o f the com plex dimensions o f this issue and make the 
right decisions. This wiU enable us to steer the new scientific revolu
tion and industrial transform ation in  the right direction.

T echnological innovations should m eet people s needs. E ve ry  
country is entitded to benefit from  such innovations, whether made 
through their own efforts o r through international cooperation. Tech-
nological innovations should not be locked up or become profit-

making tools for just a few. The IP R  regime is designed to protect and 
encourage innovation, not to create o r w iden the technological divide. 
We should develop a policy fram ework that is responsive to the new 
scientific re vo lu tio n  and industria l tran sform ation , and foster an 
enabling environm ent fo r international cooperation that w ill deliver 
the fruits o f innovation to m ore countries and peoples.

F ifth , we need to focus on a rule-based approach to im proving  
global governance. W ith  the painfu l lessons o f tw o w orld  wars in  
m ind, countries estabUshed the global governance fram ework under
pinned by the U nited N ations and com posed o f the IM F, the W orld  
Bank, the W T O  and other institutions. T h is fram ew ork, w hile not 
an ideal one, represents an im portant step in  hum an history. Indeed, 
it has been p ivo ta l to  g lob a l peace and developm ent in  the past 
decades. W e must strengthen rule-based global governance if  we are 
to achieve stabiUty and developm ent. Rules should be form ulated by
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t h e  in t e r n a t io n a l  c o m m u n it y ,  n o t  i n  a  m ig h t - is - r ig h t  m a n n e r .  〇 n c e  th e  

r u le s  a r e  m a d e  t h e y  s h o u ld  n o t  b e  f 〇U 〇w e d  o r  b e n t  a s  o n e  se e s  f i t  

a n d  t h e y  s h o u ld  n o t  b e  a p p l ie d  w it h  d o u b le  s t a n d a r d s  f o r  s e lf is h  ^

and SyStCm 〇 g e C 〇 n 〇 m i c  governance is to be equitable 
and e ffiaen t, lt  m ust keep up w ith the times. O u r approach to the
e 〇rm  o f the global governance system should be one o f consulta-
〇n cooperation, and benefit fo r aU. This reform  should be based on
e pnnciples o f  equality, openness, transparency, and inclusiveness

in  t ^ s l7 o  C〇UT eS Sh〇Uld W  ^  and gfeatef rePfe^ntation 
t io ^ A n  〇1；agfeementS should be ^so lved  through consulta- 
sho KCmPtS m  eXdUSiVe bI〇CS o r one^s w ill on others
in  the f  rqef Cted- ^ 1St〇ry  has shown A a t confrontation, whether

winders W  〇K r  "  h〇t 〇f " ^  ^  Pfoduce no
rT s o l t  T  thCte n〇 iSSUCS 11131 C〇Untries cannotre o ve through consultation as long as they handle these issues in a 
spm t o f equahty, mutual understanding and accom m odation

Notes
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Endeavor to Shape the Future o f  Hum anity*

March 26, 2019

I n  m y  s p e e c h  a t  t h e  U n it e d  N a t io n s  O f f ic e  a t  G e n e v a  t w o  y e a r s  

a g o  I  r a is e d  a  q u e s t io n :  " W h a t  is  h a p p e n in g  t o  t h e  w o r ld  a n d  h o w  

s h o d d  w e  r e s p o n d ? ^  T h e  w o r ld  t o d a y  is  u n d e r g o m g  

c h a n g e s  u n s e e n  i n  a  c e n t u r y .  P e a c e  a n d  d e v e lo p m e n t  r e m a in  t h e  

u n d e r l y in g  t r e n d  o f  o u r  t i m e ,  y e t  h u m a n i t y  is  f a c e d  w l t h  m a n y

c o m m o n  c h a lle n g e s , p a r t ic u la r ly  m o u n t in g  a n d

A s  a  F r e n c h  p r o v e r b  g o e s , e v e r y  m a n  is  t h e  a r c h it e c t  o f  h is  o w n

fa te . AU countries n e e d  t o  d e m o n s t r a t e  a  s t r o n g

t h e ir  g lo b a l  r e s p o n s ib i l i t ie s  in  t h e  fa c e  o f  d a u n t m g  g lo b a l  c h a U e n g e s  

I n d e e d ,  t h e y  n e e d  t o  d e t e r m in e  a  d e c is iv e  d i r e c t io n  o r  u m a  y  

a t  t h is  ju n c t u r e .  W e  m u s t  t a k e  a c t io n  in s t e a d  o f  s im p ly  w a t c  n g  

b y s t a n d e r s , a n d  e n d e a v o r  t o  s h a p e  t h e  f u t u r e  o f  h u m a n it y .

F i r s t ,  w e  n e e d  t o  a d d r e s s  t h e  g o v e r n a n c e  d e f i a t  i n  a  f a u  a n d  

e q u it a b le  w a y . A c r o s s  t h e  g lo b e ,  f la s h p o in t s  k e e p  e m e r g in g .  N o n -  

c o n v e n t io n a l  s e c u r i t y  t h r e a t s ,  s u c h  a s  c U m a te  c h a n g e , c y b e r s e c u r it y ,  

a n d  t h e  r e f u g e e  c r is is ,  a r e  s p r e a d in g .  P r o t e c t io n is m  a n d  u n i l a t e r ^  

is m  a r e  m o u n t in g .  T h e  g lo b a l  g o v e r n a n c e  s y s t e m  a n d  t h e  m u lt i la t  

s y s te m  a r e  u n d e r  a s s a u lt . I t  is  t h e r e f o r e  im p o r t a n t  t h a t  w e  p r o m o  

g lo b a l  g o v e r n a n c e  t h a t  is  b a s e d  o n  c o n s u lt a t io n  a n d  c o o p e r a t io n  a n d  

w iU  b e n e f it  a ll .  W e  s h o u ld  e n s u r e  t h a t  g lo b a l  a f f a ir s  a r e  m a n a g e  y  

th e  p e o p le  t h r o u g h  c o n s u lt a t io n ;  a n d  w e  s h o u ld  w o r k  t o g e A e r  t o  s e e  

t h a t  r u le - m a k in g  i n  g lo b a l  g o v e r n a n c e  is  m o r e  d e m o c r a t ic .  W e  s h o  

u p h o ld  m u lt ila t e r a l is m  a s  r e p r e s e n t e d  b y  t h e  U n it e d  N a t io n s ,  g ! v e  fu U

* Part o f the speech at the closing ceremony o f the Seminar on G lobal Governance co- 

hosted by China and France in  Paris.
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play to the constructive role o f the W orld  Trade O rganization (WTO) 
the International M onetary Fund, the W orld  Bank, the G roup of 20 

the European U n ion  and other international and regional m u lt ila t 

eral mechanisms, and w ork together to build a global community of 
shared future.

Second, we need to strengthen consultation and m utual under
standing to address the trust deficit. Trust is the best adhesive to bring 
countries together. W e are seeing m ore com petition and friction, and 
m ore geopolitical rivalry, w hich have eroded international trust and 
cooperation. We need to enhance mutual trust and respect, make full 
use o f dialogue and consultation, and seek com m on ground while 
shelving and reducing differences. W e need to engage in  candid and 
in-depth dialogue to enhance strategic mutual trust and reduce misgiv
ings. W e need to pursue the greater public good and shared interests 
and build global partnerships for a shared future for all countries. We 
also need to prom ote dialogue between different civilizations so as 
to increase m utual understanding and appreciation, and ensure that 
peoples o f  all countries have understanding, respect and trust o f 
each other and are close to each other. In  current G hina-EU  rdations, 
cooperation far outweighs com petition, and even such com petition is 
benign in  nature. W e should trust each other and forge ahead together.

T h ird , we need to enhance solidarity to address the peace deficit. 
The current global security environm ent is stdll a source o f concern. 
Local wars and conflicts continue, and some parts o f the w orld are 
plagued by terrorism , devastating the lives o f many, particularly chil
dren. W e should take a new approach towards security and pursue 
com m on, com prehensive, cooperative and sustainable security. We 
must reject the C old W ar mentality, the zero-sum  game m indset, and 
the law o f the jungle, and prom ote peace and security through coop
eration. W e should resolve disputes through peaceful means, oppose 
the arbitrary use o r threat o f force, oppose any provocation and esca
lation o f tensions for self-interest, and reject the practice o f shifting 
trouble onto neighbors and seeking gain at the expense o f others. A ll 
countries should pursue peaceful developm ent in a com m on endeavor

E ndeavor to Shape the F u ture o f H u m a n ity
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enduring g l ^  d u a l l y  beneficial cooperation to
Fourth ， we need P, ,  F ronom ic elobaUzation is an engine 

address the development g Uzatl〇n 1S emerging,
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countnes to take part in  the B elt and Road Im n a .v ,



Build a Maritime Community of Shared Future*

A p ril23, 2019

T he ocean is o f  great significance to the survival and develop
m ent o f  hum an society. I t  gave b irth  to life , connects the w orld, 
and facilitates developm ent. I t  does not separate our blue planet 
in to  isolated continents; instead, it links the peoples o f  all countries 
to fo rm  a global com m unity o f  shared future that rem ains bound 
together through thick and thin. M aritim e peace has a bearing on the 
safety and interests o f all countries, and thus needs to be protected 
and cherished by all. The Chinese people love and long fo r peace, and 
are com m itted to the path o f  peaceful developm ent. China upholds 
a national defense policy that is in  nature defensive, and advocates a 
new concept o f  com m on, com prehensive, cooperative and sustain
able security. T he Chinese arm ed forces have always fo llow ed the 
princip le  o f  w in-w in cooperation and been dedicated to creating a 
security environm ent o f  equality, m utual trust, fairness, justice, joint 
efforts, and shared interests. A s the m ain m aritim e force o f a country, 
the navy shoulders im portant responsibilities in  m aintaining m aritinie 
peace and order. W ith  m utual respect, equality and m utual trust, we 
need to strengthen m aritim e dialogue and exchanges, increase practi
cal naval cooperation, pursue a path o f m aritim e security based on 
m utual benefit and w in-w in results, and jo in  hands to respond to 
com m on threats and challenges and to m aintain m aritim e peace.

C urrendy, cooperation in  m arkets, technology, in form ation  and 
culture through m aritim e bonds is becom ing ever closer. Precisely

* M ain points o f the speech at a group meeting w ith the heads o f  foreign delegations 
attending the m ultinational naval events m arking the 70th anniversary o f  the founding o f  the 
People’s Liberation A rm y Navy.

538

B u ild  a  M a ritim e C om m unity o f  S hared  F u ture 539

for this reason, C hina^ initiative to buHd the 21st Century M aritim e 
Silk Road aims to prom ote m aritim e connectivity and cooperation in  
various fields, develop the blue econom y, advance m aritim e cultural 
integration, and jo intly am plify ocean benefits. T he Chinese m ilitary 
is w illing to join other m ilitaries in  prom oting m aritim e progress and 
prosperity.

W e need to care for the ocean as dearly as we treasure our lives. 
China takes fu ll part in  U N  mechanisms concerning m aritim e gover- 
nance and in  form ulating and im plem enting relevant rules to achieve 
sustainable m aritim e developm ent goals. China highly values marine 
eco-environm ental progress, intensifies effo rts  to address m arine  
p o llu tio n , protects m arine b iod iversity, and develops and utilizes  
marine resources in  an orderly manner, so as to leave futufe genera-
tions with turquoise seas and blue skies. T he Chinese N avy w ill，as

always, enhance exchanges and cooperation w ith other navies, under-
take international responsibilities and obligations，safeguard the secu-

rity o f international sea lines o f com m unication, and provide m ore 
public goods in  m aritim e security.

A s a Chinese saying goes, <cThe ocean is vast because it admits all 
rivers.,> W henever a problem  crops up, countries concerned should 
always hold  deliberations in  good faith, rather than resort to the use 
or threat o f force at w ill. W e need to discuss issues as equals, im prove 
consultation mechanism s to deal w ith  crises, enhance cooperation  
on regional security, and w ork for the proper settlement o f m aritim e 
disputes. A s part o f the ongoing m ultinational naval events, China  
w ill ho ld  a high-level forum  under the theme o f ^bu ild ing a global
m aritim e com m unity o f shared fliture” . I  hope you w ill pool w isdom，

build consensus, and contribute to this endeavor.



Create an Asian Community of Shared Future 
Through Mutual Learning*

May 15, 2019

Y our Excellencies Heads o f State and G overnm ent,
Y our Excellencies Heads o f International Organizations, 
Distinguished guests,
Ladies and gentlem en，
Friends,

In  this love ly  season o f  th riv in g  green, I  am pleased that our 
friends from  47 Asian countries and five continents are meeting here 
fo r a discussion on deeper exchanges and m utual learning among 
civilizations. O n  behalf o f  the Chinese governm ent and people, and 
in  m y ow n name, let me express m y warmest congratulations on the 
opening o f the Conference on D ialogue o f  Asian C ivilizations and 
extend a very warm  welcome to you all.

The w orld today is m oving towards m ulti-polarity and becoming 
m ore econom ically globalized, culturally diverse, and IT-driven. A ll this 
offers hope to humanity. In  contrast, however, instability and uncer
tainties are m ounting, and the global challenges faced by hum anity are 
ever m ore daunting, calling for jo int responses from  all countries.

T o m eet our com m on challenges and create a better future for 
all, we look  to culture and civilization  to play their roles, w hich are 
as im portant as the roles played by the economy, and by science and 
technology. T he Conference on D ialogue o f  Asian C ivilizations is 
fo r this very purpose, as it provides a new platform  for civilizations

* Keynote speech at the opening ceremony of the Conference on Dialogue of Asian 
Civilizations.
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in Asia and beyond to engage in  dialogue and exchanges on an equal 
footing and facilitate m utual learning.

Ladies and gentlem en,
Friends,
A sia is hom e to  one o f  the earliest hum an settlem ents and a 

major cradle o f hum an c iv iliza tion . T h is vast and beautiful conti
nent covers a th ird  o f the E a rth s  land mass and has tw o-thirds o f  
the w orlds population. It  has m ore than 1,000 ethnic groups Uving 
in 47 countries. For several thousand years before the Com m on Era, 
our forefathers living  along the T igris and the Euphrates, the Indus 
and the Ganges, the Y ellow  R iver and the Yangtze R iver, tUled and 
irrigated the land, made tools and utensils, and built homes to live in. 
Generation after generation, our ancestors in  Asia, w ith their tireless 
endeavors, created a tim e-honored h istory and p ro fou n d  and rich  
civilizations. O u r vast and fertile plains, beautiful river basins, broad  
steppes, immense deserts, m ighty rivers and oceans, and lofty m oun
tains have nourished and enriched diverse and co lorfu l civilizations  

across Asia.
In  building our civilizations over the course o f several m illennia’

we the people o f Asia have achieved great splendor. I  think o f liter
ary classics such as the Book of Songs1 y The Analects of Confucius  ̂ the 
Talmud2, One Thousand and One Nights\ The Kigveda and The Tale of 
Genji\ o f inventions such as the cuneiform  script, maps, glass, A rabic  
numerals, and paperm aking and printing techniques; and o f majestic 
structures like the G reat W all, the G reat M osque o f Mecca, the Taj 
Mahal, and A n gko r W at. They all fo rm  part o f the invaluable heri
tage o f hum an civilization . T hrough  interactions on this continent, 
Asian civilizations have enriched each other and w ritten an epic o f  

development.
O u r forefathers in  A sia  have lon g  engaged in  in ter-c iv ilization  

exchanges and m utual learning. T he  ancient trade routes, notably  
the S ilk Road, the Tea Road and the Spice Road, brought silk, tea, 
porcelain, spices, paintings and sculpture to all corners o f Asia, and 
witnessed inter-civilization dialogue in  the fo rm  o f trade and cultural
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interflow . Today, the Belt and Road Initiative, together w ith the Two 
C orridors  and O ne B elt, the Eurasian E conom ic U n ion  and other 
in itia tives, has greatly  expanded in te r-c iv iliza tio n  exchanges and 
mutual learning. Cooperation am ong nations in  science and technol
ogy, education, culture, health and people-to-people exchanges is 
th riv ing  as never before. Thanks to exchanges and m utual learning 
between each other and w ith other civilizations in  the w orld, Asian 
civilizations have grow n from  strength to strength.

The great Asian civilizations have a special place in the annals
o f w orld civilization, and they have added to the diversity o f  human 
civilization. T h in k  o f what Asia stands to offer in  terms o f religion, 
philosophy, code o f ethics, law, literature, painting, drama, music, and 
even the building o f towns and villages. They speak volum es for Asia's 
proud achievements -  extensive systems o f  social customs, immortal 
classics that have endured fo r miUennia, the fine poo l o f exquisite art, 
and diverse institutions, am ong others. M  these offer rich choices for 
civilizations the w orld over to draw on.

A s  we review  our past and lo o k  beyond A sia , we should have 
greater confidence in  our civilizations. We may build on the rich heri
tage o f  ou r forefathers, stay engaged w ith  other c iv ilizations, and 
increase mutual learning. B y doing so, we w ill add new d o ry  to Asian 
civilizations.

Ladies and gentlemen,
Friends,

W e Asian countries are closely connected and share a natural bond 
o f  affinity. W e have passed through sim ilar historical trials, and we 
cherish the same dreams fo r the future. G o in g  forw ard, we need to 
see where the w orld is heading, ride the trends o f  the times, and turn 
our people's longing for a better life into reality.

- W e A sian  people hope to see peace and stability across Asia. 
U pholding peace is the responsibility o f every country. W hen peace is 
interrupted by conflict o r war, econom ic grow th, decent lives, social 
stability and people-to-people exchanges w ill fall by the wayside. We 

the people o f  Asian countries wish to live and w ork in  contentment
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and security, free from  fear. W e hope that aH countries wiU respect 
and ttust each other, live in  harm ony, and interact w ith each other in  
a manner that transcends national boundaries, time and space, as well
as the differences between civilizations. W e should w ork together to

safeguard peace, som ething that is far m ore precious than gold.
- W e A sian  people hope to  see com m on p ro sp erity  in  A sia .

Economic growth sustains a c iv iliza tion , and prosperity underpins

the progress o f a nation. In  some parts o f Asia, people -  wom en and 
children in  particular -  are still suffering from  poverty, hunger, and 
disease. This must change. W e Asian people long fo r a decent Hfe free 
of poverty. W e hope that countries w ill w ork together to prom ote  
economic g lobd ization  and make it m ore open, inclusive, balanced, 
and beneficial to aU. Th is wiU enable us to eradicate the poverty and 
backwardness that still plague people in  some countnes. It  w ill enable 
our children to live a carefree life and bring happiness to all families.

- W e A sian  people hope to see an open and better-connected  
Asia. Asia's rapid developm ent over the past decades shows that it is 
im portant to open our doors to the outside w orld and ride the trend 
o f global econom ic developm ent. I f  countries choose to close their 
doors and hide behind them , w orld civilizations w ill be cut o ff from  
each other and lose all vitaHty. W e Asian people hope that aU countnes 
w ill reject self-imposed isolation, embrace integration, uphold open
ing up, and prom ote poUcy, infrastructure, trade, financial and people- 
to-people connectivity. This way, we can jointly foster a com m unity o f  
shared future for both Asians and all humanity.

Ladies and gentlemen,
Friends, #
D ivers ity  spurs in teraction  am ong c iv iliza tion s , w hich in  turn

prom otes m utual learn ing  and fu rth er developm ent. W e need to  
prom ote exchanges and m utual learning am ong countries, nations 
and cultures around the w orld, and strengthen popular support for a 
com m unity o f shared future for both Asia and hum anity as a whole. 
To that end, I  believe it is imperative that we take the follow ing actions: 

First, we need to respect each other and treat each other as equals.
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A ll civilizations are rooted in  their unique cultural environm ent. Each 

em bodies the w isdom  and vis ion  o f a country o r nation, and each 
is valuable fo r being unique itself. C ivilizations vary from  each other 
only as hum an beings d iffer in  terms o f skin color and the language 
used. N o  civiUzation is superior to others. It  is foolhardy to think that

one’s ow n race and civilization are superior and to insist on remolding
or replacing other civiHzations. To act these out wiU only have cata
strophic consequences. I f  w orld civilizations are reduced to one single 
co lor o r one single m odel, the w orld w ill become m onolith ic and a 
dull place to live. W hat we need is to respect each other as equals and 
say no to hubris and prejudice. W e need a deeper understanding of 
the differences between our own civilizations and others, and we must 
w ork to prom ote interaction, dialogue and harm ony am ong civiliza
tions.

In  the m any places I  have visited around the w orld , what fasci
nates me m ost is civilizations in  their rich diversity. I  cannot but think 
o f the Central Asian city o f Samarkand, the Luxor Tem ple in  Egypt, 
Sentosa in  Singapore, W at Phra Kaew  in Bangkok, and the Acropolis 
in  Athens, to m ention just a few. China is ready to w ork w ith other 
countries to protect Asian cultural heritage and better preserve and 
sustain our civilizations.

Second, we need to uphold the beauty o f  each c iv ilization  and 
the diversity o f civilizations around the w orld. Each civilization is the 
crystallization o f hum an creation, and each is beautiful in  its own way. 
A n  aspiration for all that is beautiful is com m on to all humanity, and 
nothing can hold it back. C ivilizations do not have to clash w ith each 
other, what is needed is to see the beauty in  all civilizations w ith eyes.
We should keep our own civilizations dynamic and create conditions
for other civilizations to flourish. Together we can make the garden
of world civilizations more colorful and vibrant.

The beauty o f a civili2 ation finds concrete expression in  the clas
sic works o f philosophy and social sciences and works o f  literature, 
m usic, film  and T V  dram a. N ow , a large num ber o f  outstanding  
cultural works from  other countries are being brought into China, and
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a lot o f fine Chinese cultural products are being introduced to other 
countries. China is happy to launch initiatives w ith other countries to 
translate Asian classics both from  and into Chinese and to prom ote 
glm and T V  exchanges and cooperation in  Asia. This w ill help people 
in Asia better understand and appreciate each others cultures and 
buUd a p latform  o f exchanges and m utual learning fo r the best o f  
Asian civilizations to spread and be better know n to the w orld.

T h ird , we need to stay open and inclusive and draw  on  each 
others strengths. A ll living organisms must renew themselves through  
metabolism; otherwise, life w ould come to an end. The same is true 
for civilizations. Long-term  self-imposed isolation w ill cause a civiliza
tion to decUne, while exchanges and mutual learning wiU sustain it. A  
civilization can flourish only through exchanges and m utual learning 
with other civilizations. Such exchanges and mutual learning should be 
reciprocal, equal-footed, diverse, and m ultidim ensional; they should 
not be coercive, im posed, one-dim ensional, o r one-way. W e need to be 
broad-minded and strive to rem ove all barriers to cultural exchanges. 
We need to be inclusive and always seek nourishm ent from  other civi
lizations to prom ote the com m on developm ent o f Asian civilizations 
through exchanges and mutual learning.

People are the best b rid ge  fo r exchanges and m utual le a rn 
ing am ong civilizations. Increased people-to-people exchanges and 
mutual learning, for that matter, are a sure way to eliminate estrange
ment and m isunderstanding and to prom ote m utual understanding 
among nations. O ver the years, in collaboration w ith other countries, 
China has established m any platform s and channels for cooperation  
in education, culture, sports, health, and other fields. China w ill w ork 
w ith other countries to step up exchanges am ong youths, N G O s , 
subnational entities, and m edia organizations, to create a netw ork 
o f exchanges and cooperation between th ink tanks, to explore new  
niodels o f cooperation, and to deliver m ore solid outcomes in  diverse 
forms. Such efforts w ill boost exchanges and m utual learning am ong 

civilizations.
F o u rth , we need to  advance w ith  the tim es and exp lore  new
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ground . To sustain a c iv iliza tion , it m ust be kept vib rant and built 
on its heritage from  one generation to the next. M ore importantly, a

civilization needs to adapt itself to the changing times and break new
ground. The history o f w orld civilizations tells us that every civiliza
tion needs to advance w ith the times and take in  the best o f its age in 
order to progress. We need to come up w ith new ideas to add impe
tus and inspiration to our civilizations. Through these efforts we will 
deliver achievements fo r our civilizations to transcend time and space 
and endure.

T o spur people ’s in n ovation  and creativity，the best way is to
com e in to  contact w ith d ifferent civilizations, see the strengths of 
others, and draw upon them . Last year, Chinese tourists made over 
160 m illion  overseas trips, and m ore than 140 m illion  foreign tour
ists visited China. These visits played an im portant role in  promoting 
exchanges and m utual learning between China and the rest o f the 
w orld. In  this connection, C hina w ill w ork w ith  other countries to 
im plem ent a plan to prom ote tourism  in  Asia. This w ill further boost 
econom ic developm ent in  A sia  and deepen friendship  am ong the 
Asian people.

Ladies and gentlem en，
Friends,
A s an inseparable part o f  Asian civilization, Chinese civilization, 

since its early days，has evolved and grow n by draw ing on its past 
achievements, exploring new ground, and adapting to changes. This 
represents a profound aspiration o f the Chinese nation and provides a 
rich source o f  strength for its lasting developm ent. Chinese inventions 
such as paperm aking, gunpow der, p rin ting and the compass, as well 
as C hina^ astronom ical knowledge, calendar system, philosophy and 
people-centered doctrine have all had a global im pact and propelled 
the developm ent o f hum an civilization.

Chinese c iv iliza tio n , as an inclusive and integrated w hole, has 
become what it is today through constant interactions w ith other civi
lizations. It  has been enriched by the introduction o f Buddhism  and 
the confluence o f Islam  and Confucianism  in  the o ld  days, and by
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the introduction o f W estern learning, the launch o f the N ew  Culture 
Movement, and the introduction o f M arxism  and socialism in m odern  
times. A ll-round opening up o f the country, starting w ith the reform  
and opening-up program , has added to its vitality today. For Chinese 
civilization, pursuing amity, good neighborliness and harm ony is the 
principle guiding our interactions w ith other countries. To bring pros
perity and security to the people is the overarching goal, to keep pace 
with the times through reform  and innovation the abiding com m it
ment, and to achieve harm ony between man and nature the underly
ing philosophy.

China today is m ore than the country itself; it is very much a part 
of Asia and the w orld. In  times to com e, China w ill open its arms 
wider to embrace the w orld and contribute the dynamic achievements 
of Chinese civilization to a better w orld.

Ladies and gentlemen,
Friends,
The Conference on D ialogue o f Asian C ivilizations has a wide-

ranging agenda，and I  lo o k  forw ard to your keen perspectives and

insights. B y bringing our m inds together, we w ill create an even better 
tom orrow  for civilizations in  Asia and beyond.

To conclude, I  w ish this conference every success.
Thank you.

Notes

1 T h e  B o o k  o f  S o n g s  ( S h i  J in £ )  is  th e  earUest c o lle c tio n  o f  poem s in  C h ina . I t  co n 

tains 305 poem s com posed  o ve r som e 500 years fro m  th e  e a rly  W este rn  Z h o u  D y 

nasty (1046-771 B C ) to  the  m id d le  o f  the  S p rin g  and A u tu m n  P e rio d  (770-476 B C ).

2 T h e  T a lm u d  is  a c o m p ila tio n  o f  Jew ish  o ra l law.

3 O n e  T h o u s a n d  a n d  O n e  N ig h t s  is  a c o lle c tio n  o f  fo lk  ta les in  A ra b ic .

4 T h e  R ig v e d a  is  an a n c ie n t In d ia n  c o lle c tio n  o f  hym ns.

5 T h e  T a le  o f  G e n ji is  a n o ve l w ritte n  b y  Japanese fem ale  w r ite r  M ura sa k i S h ik ib u  

in  the  e a rly  years o f  th e  1 1 th  ce n tu ry .



Work Together for a High-Quality 
World Economy*

June 28, 2019

Ten years after the 2008 international financial crisis, the global 
econom y has again reached a crossroads. Protectionism  and unilater
alism are spreading, and trade and investment tensions are on the rise, 
causing disruption to the global industrial chain and financial stability. 
The w orld econom y faces m ore risks and uncertainties, dampening 
the confidence o f international investors.

The G 20 is the prem ier forum  fo r international econom ic coop
eration. W e, as the leaders o f m ajor econom ies, are duty bound to 
recalibrate the direction o f the w orld econom y and im prove global 
governance at this critical juncture, w ork together to boost market 
confidence, and bring hope to our people.

— W e should respect the objective laws governing the economy. 
E con om ic  operations have their underlying laws. F u lly  respecting 
these laws, leveraging the role o f the market, and rem oving man-made 
obstacles are a sure way to raise productivity, boost trade, and revital
ize businesses.

— W e need to fo llow  the prevailing trend o f developm ent. The 
history o f hum an society is a transition from  isolation and exclusion 
to openness and integration, w hich is an unstoppable trend. W e need 
to open up further to embrace opportunities fo r developm ent and 
seek w in-w in outcomes through closer cooperation. W e need to work 
together to steer econom ic globalization in  the right direction.

—W e need to keep in  m ind our shared future. In  today^ w orld, all 
countries are connected, and their interests are closely intertw ined. We

* Part o f the speech on global econom y and international trade at the G 20 Sum mit.
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have a high stake in  each others future. By expanding com m on inter
ests and taking a long-term  view, we can realize enduring peace and 
prosperity in  the w orld and bring a better life to all our people. We 
inust not allow ourselves to become prisoners o f short-term  interests 
and make irrevocable mistakes o f historic consequence.

Based on these principles, I  w ould like to propose the follow ing:
First, we need to persevere in  reform  and explore new ground to 

create m ore impetus for grow th. The w orld econom y is in  a transition  
in which new drivers o f grow th are taking the place o f old ones. We 
need to vigorously advance structural reform . W e need to develop a 
future-oriented econom ic structure, policy fram ew ork and manage
ment system through p rom otin g  the d ig ita l econom y, strengthen-
ing connectivity and im provin g  social security，so as to enhance the
perform ance and resilience o f  our econom ies and strive fo r high- 
quality developm ent. W e need to capitalize on the historic opportuni
ties brought by new technologies, industries and form s o f business, to 
foster an enabling m arket environm ent where innovation is respected, 
protected and encouraged. W e need to cham pion international collab
oration on innovation  and overcom e geographical and man-m ade 
obstacles. W hen we put our heads together to resolve com m on chal
lenges and spread the fruits o f innovation, we can make a difference 
for m ore countries and transform  their peoples, lives.

Second, we need to advance w ith the times and im prove global 
governance. W hen econom ic globalization faces headwinds, we need 
to reflect on the im portant question o f how  best to im prove global 
governance. The G 20  should continue to take the lead in  m aking the 
w orld econom y open, inclusive, balanced, and beneficial to all. W e 
need to strengthen the m ultilateral trading system and pursue W T O  
reform  as necessary. The goal o f this reform  should enable the W T O  
to advance w ith the tim e so that it w ill be better able to perform  its 
mandate o f enhancing m arket openness and boosting developm ent; 
and such reform  should be conducive to uphold ing free trade and 
m ultilateralism  and narrow ing the developm ent gap. A t the same 
time, the G 20  should also be prepared to deal w ith future systemic
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financial risks and challenges at the global level. W e must ensure that 
there are sufficient resources for the financial safety net and see to it 
that the international financial architecture is m ore balanced in terms 
o f representation and give better expression to the realities o f the 
w orld economy. This is a matter o f fairness, and it w ill also enhance
our ability to take targeted measures to meet challenges and navigate
crises when they emerge. It  is also im portant fo r the G 20  to imple
m ent the Paris Agreem ent and im prove energy, environm ental and 
digital governance.

T h ird ，we need to rise up to challenges and break through logjams 
h o ld in g  up developm ent. T he  m yriad challenges facing the world 
today are all caused, in  one way o r another, by the developm ent gap 
and deficit. T he gaping shortfa ll in  financing g lobal developm ent 
means that the realization o f  the U N  2030 Agenda fo r Sustainable 
D evelopm ent remains a daunting task. It  is against such a backdrop 
that C hina launched the B elt and Road In itia tive . T he  in itiative is 
designed to m obilize m ore resources, strengthen connectivity, lever
age potential grow th drivers, and connect markets. It  is designed to 
integrate m ore countries and regions in to  econom ic globalization  
and achieve shared prosperity through m utually beneficial coopera
tion. The success o f the Second B elt and Road Forum  fo r Interna
tional Cooperation demonstrates that this initiative enjoys the broad 
w elcom e and su pport o f  the g lo b a l com m unity, as it effectively  
responds to the expectations o f  o u r people and the trend o f our 
times. It  is im portant that the G 20 continue to p rioritize  development 
in  m acroeconom ic po licy coord ination , scale up input in  develop
m ent, and prom ote cooperation through concrete actions. B y doing 
so, we can live up to the expectations o f  developing countries and 
create a lasting driving force fo r global grow th.

Fourth , we need to forge closer partnerships and resolve differ
ences properly. The G 20  is a group o f  m ajor advanced economies 
and em erging markets, accounting fo r nearly 90 percent o f the global 
economy. As G 20 members are in  different stages o f developm ent, it 
is only natural tiiat we may have diverging interests and views on some
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• sues W hat is im portant is that we should prom ote our partnership 
d respect and trust each other, and in  that spirit, engage in  consulta- 

^  as equals manage differences while seeking com m on ground, and 
r r X —  ^  can be acMeved between m a,〇r e c u .  
^  ^  serve not only our ow n mterests but also enhance global

onrl rleveloorncnt.



The B elt and R oad In itia tive



Open a Path to Cooperation Across 
the Pacific*

January 22, 2018

The w orld is now  at a stage o f m ajor developm ent, transform a
tion, and adjustment. A ll countries are interdependent and increas
ingly connected to each other, and hum anity faces m any com m on  
challenges. A lth o u g h  geographically distant, C h ina and the Latin  
American and Caribbean states are all developing countries pursuing 
the com m on dream o f w orld peace, prosperity, and a better life for 
our peoples. The Chinese people w ill w ork w ith the peoples o f Latin  
Am erica and the Caribbean in  m aking a greater contribution to the 
building o f a global com m unity o f shared future.

W hen I  proposed international cooperation on the Belt and Road 
Initiative four years ago, C hina offered to w ork w ith  all interested 
parties to build a new platform  o f global cooperation, to boost inter
connectivity, and to add new drivers for com m on developm ent. The  
initiative has received w arm  support from  the international com m u
nity, includ ing m any L atin  A m erican  and C aribbean countries. In  
ancient times Chinese ancestors braved the oceans and opened up 
the m aritim e Silk Road between China and Latin Am erica. Today, as 
we ro ll out the blueprint fo r the Belt and Road In itiative, we strive 
to forge a route for cooperation across the Pacific, in  order to draw  
closer the two lands o f abundance o f China and Latin Am erica, and
open a new era o f friendly relations.

Let us sail together towards a better tom orrow  fo r C hina and 
Latin Am erica, and a better future for humanity.

* Part o f the congratulatory letter to the Second M inisterial M eeting o f the Forum  o f 
China and the Com m unity o f Latin Am erican and Caribbean States.
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Strengthen Cooperation to Advance 
the Belt and Road Initiative*

July 10, 2018

Sino-A rab friendship  is tim e-honored and strong as ever. The 
Chinese and A rab peoples, though far apart in  distance, are close like 
a family. O u r ancestors, merchants and diplom atic envoys alike, trav
eled back and forth  along the overland and m aritim e Silk Roads. In 
the m odern era, we fought side by side for independence and libera
tion. W e also gave each other strong support in  developm ent, creating 
a splendid chapter o f w in-w in cooperation. Past and present experi
ences have proved that whatever changes may take place in  the world 
and whatever obstacles may confront us, China and A rab  states have 
always been good partners, sharing mutual benefit, and good brothers, 
going through thick and thin together.

To facilitate the com m on prosperity and progress o f  interested 
countnes, China has put forw ard the Belt and Road Initiative. W ith  a 
com m itm ent to the principles o f extensive consultation, jo int contri
bution and shared benefits, this initiative focuses on prom oting policy, 
infrastructure, trade, financial and people-to-people connectivity. It 
has attracted w ide support and active participation from  the Arab  
w orld and the broader international comm unity. A s im portant partici
pants and co-creators o f the ancient Silk Road civiHzation located at 
the juncture o f the overland and m aritim e Silk Roads, A rab states are 
natural partners in Belt and Road cooperation.

Belt and Road cooperation features prom inently in  the A ra b  P olig  
Paper issued by the Chinese governm ent. The A rab  League Council

u ^ t  Part, 〇f thC SpeCCh at the 〇pening cerem ony o f E ighth M inisterial Conference o f 
the China-Arab States Cooperation Forum .
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at the level o f foreign m inisters has adopted a resolution expressing 
the collective poUtical w ill o f A rab states to participate in  the Belt and 
Road Initiative. It  is expected that later during this m inisterial confer
ence, a D eclaration o f A ction  on China-Arab States Belt and Road 

Cooperation w ill be signed.
O ver the past fo u r years, C hina and A rab  states have w orked  

together to develop Belt and Road cooperation in  the Ught o f regional 
realities, to com bine collective action w ith bilateral cooperation, and 
to prom ote developm ent w hile u ph o ld in g  peace. C om plem enting  
each others strengths and pursuing w in-w in results, we have delivered 
benefits to people both in  our region and beyond. As various projects 
attest, a dynamic situation has been created and many fruits harvested
in our Belt and Road cooperation.

7\lso over the past four years, Belt and Road cooperation has ener- 
giZed every dim ension o f Sino-Arab relations and propelled aU-round 
Sino-Arab cooperation into a new phase. In  this context, I  am pleased 
to announce that after friendly consultation between the two sides, we 
have agreed to estabHsh a Sino-Arab foture-oriented strategic partner
ship o f comprehensive cooperation and com m on developm ent. This 
marks a new historic m ilestone in  Sino-Arab friendship and coopera- 

tion.
A s we advance the Belt and Road Initiative, China stands ready to

work with the Arab side to coordinate our developm ent strategies and

actions. W e must strive to uphold peace and stability in  the M iddle  
East, safeguard fairness and justice, prom ote com m on developm ent, 
and learn from  each other as friends do. This joint com m itm ent w ill 
help us build a com m unity o f shared fbture for China and A rab states, 

and one for all o f humanity.
F irst, China and A rab  states need to strengthen strategic trust. 

A  Chinese adage has it that ua just w orld should be pursued for the
common good”1. The M iddle East faces the urgent task o f rem ov
ing the barriers to peace and resolving the developm ent conundrum .

People in  the region yearn for peace and developm ent. H aving form u
lated its M iddle East policy in  line w ith such yearnings, China is an
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advocate o f the legitimate concerns o f A rab states in  the international 
arena and stands ready to play a bigger role for peace and stability in 
the region. y

W e m ust stay com m itted  to dialogue and consultation . Many 
intractable issues in  the M iddle East must be addressed by all stake
holders together. They should not and cannot be decided by one party 
alone. W e need to uphold the principle o f sovereignty and oppose 
division and fragm entation. W e need to cham pion inclusive reconcili
ation and stand against forced comprom ises. W e need to fight terror
ism  and take well-coordinated actions to im prove peopled lives.

China is ready fo r m ore dialogue and consultation w ith Arab states 
on a wide range o f topics such as developm ent fo r peace, collective 
security, hum anitarian assistance, shipping corridors, and a nuclear- 
weapon-free zone. I  hereby announce that China is setting up a special 
program  for econom ic reconstruction through industrial revitalization. 
U nder this program , a credit line o f  US$20 bilHon wiU be extended, in 
accordance w ith com m ercial principles, to projects that wiU produce 
good em ploym ent opportunities and positive social im pact in  Arab 
states that have reconstruction needs. China w ill provide an additional 
RM B 600 m illion  o f assistance to the peoples o f Syria, Yem en, Jordan 
and Lebanon to meet their hum anitarian and reconstruction needs. 
China w ill also discuss w ith regional countries the im plem entation of 
program s totaling RM B1 b illion  to help interested countries build up 
capacity for m aintaining stability.

Second, China and A rab  states need to help each other realize 
dreams o f rejuvenation. The A rab  w orld is strategically located and 
blessed w ith abundant energy resources. W ith  our strong complemen
tarity and converging interests, China and A rab states must synergize 
our developm ent strategies in  pursuit o f  ou r respective dreams o f 
rejuvenation.

In  this e ffo rt, we m ust stay focused on  co n n ectiv ity . China  
welcomes opportunities to participate in  the developm ent o f  ports 
and the construction o f railway networks in  A rab states, and support 
A rab  efforts in  building a logistics netw ork connecting Central Asia
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^ th  East A frica , and the Indian Ocean w ith the M editerranean. W e 
need to w ork together to build a maritime cooperation center to boost 
the ocean industry, enhance our abiHty to provide ocean-related pubHc
services, and create a “blue econom y co rrid o r” . T he two sides may

jointly build a Belt and Road space inform ation corridor, strengthen 
aerospace coop eration , and enable A rab  states to  access C hina s 
BeiDou N avigation System and m eteorological satellite remote-sensing 
technology for the good o f their national developm ent.

China and A rab states need to boost cooperation in  the oU and 
gas and low-carbon energy sectors, w hich are the m ain drivers o f our
energy cooperation. We will continue our “oil and gas-plus” model

and intensify energy cooperation across the entire industrial chain, 
which includes oH and gas exploration, extraction, refinery, storage 
and transportation. A t the same time, given the surging global energy 
revolution and the boom  in  green and low-carbon industries, we need 
to w ork m ore closely on peaceful uses o f nuclear energy and in  the 
solar, w ind and hydro pow er sectors. These efforts w ill lead to an 
energy cooperation structure w hich is underpinned by o il and gas and 
reinforced by nuclear and clean energy sectors. Based on this struc
ture, we can build a strategic partnership in  energy sectors that deUv- 
ers mutual benefits and fosters long-term  friendship.

Financial cooperation must go in  tandem w ith cooperation in  new  
and high technologies. W e need to explore how  best new and high  
technologies and financial services can facilitate our cooperation and 
provide short- and long-term  support for the Belt and Road. To this 
end, we must find a m odel that suits the needs and conditions o f the 

M iddle East.
C hina supports the establishm ent o f a financial p la tfo rm  fo r 

industrial cooperation. T he p latform  is expected to offer access to
diverse sources of funding for the development of industrial parks

and provide an enabling environm ent for enterprises to grow  in  these 
parks through its financial support and other services. The Chinese 
governm ent supports Chinese financial and securities institutions in  
partnering w ith A rab  states5 sovereign wealth funds and regulatory
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bodies to build an international trading platform  that is based in  the 
G u lf region, serves the M iddle East and N o rth  A frica , and attracts 
investors from  around the globe. This platform  can be an enabler of 
B elt and Road cooperation by facilitating the free flow  o f  produc
tion  factors, efficient allocation o f  resources and deep integration  
o f markets. To stimulate m ore exchanges and cooperation between 
financial institutions, China w ill set up a Sino-Arab inter-bank associa
tion and equip it w ith a credit line o f  US$3 billion.

In  re la tion  to the m edium - to lo n g-te rm  developm ent plans 
follow ed by A rab states, China w ill pursue closer cooperation in  the 
digital econom y, artificial intelligence, new materials, biopharm a and 
sm art cities. W e need to fu lly  im plem ent our science and technol-

partnership program  and build jo int laboratories in  key areas of 
mutual interest. W e also need to accelerate our w ork on a cyber Silk 
Road, and strive fo r m ore cooperation, consensus, and outcomes in 
internet infrastructure, big data, cloud com puting and e-commerce.

T h ird , China and A rab states need to achieve w in-w in outcomes. 
W ith  a com m itm ent to deeper reform  in  all areas, to continuing its 
fundamental policy o f opening up, and to pursuing developm ent with 
its doors wide open, China is expected to im port over US$8 trillion  of 
goods and make over US$750 b illion  o f outbound investm ent in  the 
next five years. This w ill bring m ore opportunities and real benefits to 
A rab states. We need to fully leverage special and concessional loans 
in  support o f  industria lization  in  the M iddle East, and encourage 
m ore Chinese business involvem ent in  the developm ent and operation 
o f industrial parks in  A rab  states to boost industrial clusters there. 
China looks forw ard to the participation o f A rab  states in  the First 
China International Im p ort K xpo in  Shanghai this N ovem ber, and in 
the course o f the next five years China w ill invite all A rab  states to the 
E xp o  and its country pavilions fo r trade and investm ent. China will 
w ork for solid progress in  its F T A  negotiations w ith the G u lf Coop
eration C ouncil and w ith Palestine, and stands ready to explore with 
m ore A rab  states the possib ility o f concluding com prehensive it t t  
trade agreements.
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Fourth, China and A rab states need to prom ote inclusiveness and 
mutual learning. A  civilization stays vibrant through constant interac
tions w ith other civilizations. The Chinese and the A rab civilizations, 
sharing a long history o f m utually reinforcing exchanges, have all the 
m ore reason to draw w isdom  and strength from  each other in  this 
day and age. I  am glad to note that the Sino-Arab Research Center 
on Reform  and D evelopm ent that I  proposed is operating well as an 
intellectual p latform  fo r experience sharing on re form , opening up 
and governance. I  w ish the center still greater success in  p rovid ing  
more intellectual support to both sides.

W e must spread the message o f peace, harm ony and truth. O ne  
way to do that is to make a continuing success o f the Roundtable on  
Sino-Arab In te r-c iv iliza tion  D ialogue and E rad ication  o f E xtre m 
ism. E ffo rts  should be made to clear up misunderstandings through  
dialogue, solve disagreements through tolerance, and foster a w hole
some environm ent in  w hich genuine faith and good deeds prevail. 
We need to delve deeper in to  different religions fo r ideas o f greater 
harm ony and positivity, and interpret religious teachings in  the context 
o f progressing times. It  is im portant that we w ork together to culti
vate a healthy cyber culture to oppose the spread o f extremist content 
and hate speech through the internet.

To enhance mutual understanding between the Chinese and Arab  
people, China w ill do the follow ing for A rab states in  the com ing three 
years: invite 100 young leaders in  innovation, 200 young scientists, and 
300 science professionals to workshops in  China; invite 100 religious 
leaders and 600 political party leaders to China; provide 10,000 training 
opportunities; and send 500 medical staff to A rab states.

To this end, I  am glad to announce the official launch o f a Sino- 
A rab press center, a Sino-Arab e-library portal and the Fourth A rab  
A rt Festival co-hosted by the two sides in  China.

Notes

1 B o o k  o f  R ite s  ( U  ] i ) .



Ensure that Belt and Road Cooperation 
Delivers Solid Outcomes*

August 27} 2018

The Belt and Road Initiative (BRI) was launched in  response to the 
call fo r reform ing the global governance system. The B R I promotes 
partnership and a com m unity o f shared future, shared rights and joint 
responsibilities. It  offers a new approach to reform  and improvement 
o f  the global governance system.

For B R I cooperation to deliver solid outcom es to participating 
countries and their peoples, and contribute to the building o f a global 
com m unity o f  shared future, we need to fo llow  the principles of 
extensive consultation, jo int contribution, mutual benefit, and mutual 
learning. We need to seek the greatest com m on ground w ith countries 
along the Belt and Road and w ork together w ith them to strengthen 
mutual political trust and prom ote econom ic integration and people- 
to-people connectivity. A n d  we should take one step at a tim e and 
deliver outcomes accordingly.

Since its launch in  the autum n o f  2013, the B R I has received 
warm  responses from  m ore and m ore countries. It  provides an avenue
for China to participate in  open global cooperation. It  offers China’s
approach to im proving global econom ic governance and prom oting  
global prosperity and com m on developm ent. It  is a pathway to build
ing a global com m unity o f shared future.

O ver the past five years, B R I cooperation has given a substantial 
boost to free trade and investment in  China and helped expand over
all opening up from  areas along coasts and m ajor rivers to inland and

* M ain points o f the speech at the m eeting m arking the fifth  anniversary o f the Belt and 
Road Initiative.
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border areas. As a result, we are breaking new ground through Unks 
junning eastward and westward, across land and sea.

China^ trade in  goods w ith its B R I partners has exceeded US$5 
trillion, and C hina^ foreign direct investm ent in  these countries has 
surpassed US$60 billion . This has created over 200,000 new jobs. O u r 
foreign investment has become a m ajor engine driving the grow th o f

FDI global.
The w orld  today is experiencing pro found  transform ation  an 

change. W e should view  these developments in  a global and strategic 
context. W e should seize historic opportunities whUe guarding against 
potential risks and dangers, so as to steer the right course in  the face
of levels o f change unseen in  a century.

It  is to further reform , opening up and sustainable developm ent 
that we have proposed the B R I, and we view  it as a soUd platform  to 
build a global com m unity o f shared future. The B R I gives expression 
to the ancient Chinese vision o f universal harm ony, and the Chinese 
nation's w orldview  o f m aking friends beyond borders and seeking 
peace and harm ony between nations. Indeed, B R I cooperation is an 

exemplary international venture.
The B R I is about econom ic cooperation, but it is also designed to 

im prove the global developm ent m odel and global governance and 
promote sound econom ic globalization.

W e developing countries are accelerating our industria lization  
and urbanization in  an effort to achieve econom ic independence and 
national revitaUzation. This process is gaining m om entum . The B R I 
echoes the deep w ish o f the peoples o f the w orld , especially in  the 
developing nations, fo r peace and developm ent. This explains their
enthusiastic support for the initiative.

The B R I is an initiative designed fo r econom ic cooperation, not 
for geopolitical o r m ilitary alliance. It  is an open and inclusive process 
that does not exclude any party. It  is not designed to form  an exclu
sive bloc o r a "C hina club>,. Its participation is not based on ideology, 
and it is certainly not a zero-sum  game. A n y  country that wants to
participate in this initiative is welcome to do so.
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Thanks to five years o f hard w ork, the groundw ork o f the BRJ 
has been la id , and it has entered a stage o f  all-round grow th. We 
should build on this m om entum  to upgrade B R I cooperation in the 
next phase.

W e should fo llow  the fundam ental principle o f pursuing steady 
progress and the new developm ent ph ilosophy. W e should pool 
resources to launch m ajor projects in  infrastructural development and 
industrial cooperation, and address issues confronting some key proj
ects, such as financing, the investm ent environm ent, risk management, 
and safety management, so as to deliver m ore solid outcomes.

Thanks to our efforts in  the past few years, a general framework 
o f cooperation has been put in  place. It  is like com pleting a drawing: 
The outline has been sketched; now  we m ust fill in  the fine details. 
A n d  we need to do so w ith m eticulous care.

We should move forward faster w ith our projects, particularly those 
that w ill meet the pressing needs o f  people in host countries. To this 
end, we need to establish w orking mechanisms supported by targeted 
measures.

W e w ill make every effort to expand markets. W e should estabUsh 
m ore trading platform s, encourage com petitive Chinese enterprises 
to invest in  B R I countries, and develop cross-border e-commerce and 
other new form s and models o f trade, and seek balanced trade.

W e shou ld  im p ro ve  fin an cin g . W e shou ld  ad op t p o lic ies  to 
strengthen financing fo r B R I cooperation. W e should continue the 
internationalization o f the Renm inbi in  an orderly manner, encourage

private sector investm ent in  infrastn icture and resource projects in
B R I partner countries, and provide financing in  foreign currencies to 
Chinese enterprises that operate in these countries.

We should prom ote exchanges in  the fields o f education, science, 
technology, culture, sports, tourism , health, and archeology, and devel
op aid projects under the fram ework o f B R I cooperation to im prove 
people’s lives.

We should ensure that Chinese enterprises invest and operate in 
a well-regulated way and that they com ply strictly w ith the laws and
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icgulations o f host countries and protect the environm ent. They  
should fu lfill their corporate social responsibilities and become pace
setters in pursuing the B R I.

We should take overseas risk prevention and management seriously.

We should im prove our risk prevention  m echanism s and upgrade 
security safeguards so as to guard against security risks.

We should strengthen the Party’s leadership over BRI-related work.

Local authorities, governm ent departments and all those involved in 
BRI cooperation should m aintain their political com m itm ent, th ink  
in terms o f the general p icture, fo llow  the core leadership o f the 
CPC Central Com m ittee, and act in  accordance w ith its requirements. 
They should m aintain firm  confidence in  the path, theory, system and 
culture o f socialism  w ith Chinese characteristics. W e should pursue 
the B R I as an initiative that is im portant to the overall interests o f the 

Party and state.
U nder the guidance o f the CPC Central Com m ittee, the Leading 

G roup for P rom oting the Belt and Road In itiative should fu lfill its 
role as the main coordinator. It  should ensure BRI-related coordina
tion am ong local authorities and governm ent departments, set p rio ri
ties, form ulate detailed im plem entation measures, and assign tasks to 
those involved at ail levels. It  should adopt follow -up and supervi
sory measures to ensure that all the policies and plans o f the central 
authorities are faithfully im plem ented w ithout fail.

A ll local authorities involved should pursue the B R I in alignment 
with national developm ent strategies such as those concerning the 
coordinated developm ent o f the B eijing-T ianjin-H ebei Region, the 
development o f the Yangtze R iver Econom ic Belt, and the develop
ment o f the G uangdong-H ong Kong-M acao Greater Bay Area.

W e should boost opening up in  the w estern and northeastern  
regions and encourage in land and border areas to take the lead in  
pursuing opening up. W ith  these steps, we can make new advances 
in opening up by buUding connectivity both eastward and westward, 

across land and sea.



Promote High-Quality Belt and Road 
Cooperation*

A p ril 26, 2019

The Belt and Road Initiative (B RI) aims to enhance connectivity 
and results-oriented cooperation. It  is about w orking together to meet 
the challenges and risks that confront humanity, and delivering win- 
w in outcomes and com m on developm ent. Thanks to the efforts o f all 
involved in  this initiative, a general connectivity fram ework consisting 
o f six corridors, six routes and m ultiple countries and ports has been 
created. A  large num ber o f cooperation projects have been launched, 
and the decisions o f the First Belt and Road Forum  for International 
C ooperation  (BRF) have been sm oothly im plem ented. M ore than 
150 countries and in ternationa l organ izations have signed agree
ments on B elt and Road cooperation w ith China. There is greater 
synergy between the B R I and the plans o r cooperation initiatives of 
international and regional organizations such as the U nited Nations, 
the Association o f Southeast Asian N ations, the A frican  U n ion , the 
European U n ion , and the Eurasian Econom ic U n ion , and between 
the B R I and the developm ent strategies o f the participating coun
tries. From  the Eurasian continent to A frica, the Am ericas and Ocea
nia, Belt and Road cooperation has opened up new space fo r global 
econom ic grow th , produced new platform s fo r international trade 
and investment, and offered new ways for im proving global economic 
governance. Indeed, this initiative has helped im prove peopled lives in 
countries involved and created m ore opportunities for com m on pros
perity. W hat we have achieved am ply demonstrates that Belt and Road

* Part o f the keynote speech at the opening cerem ony o f the Second Belt and Road Fo
rum  for International Cooperation.
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cooperation has both generated new opportunities for all participating
countries and opened up new horizons for China’s developm ent and

opening up.
An ancient Chinese philosopher observed that “plants with strong

roots grow  well, and efforts w ith the right focus ensure success • 
Belt and Road cooperation embraces the historic trend o f econom ic 
globalization, responds to the call fo r im provin g  the global gover
nance system, and addresses peopled desire fo r a better life . As  
our next step, we should focus on priorities and project execution, 
move forward w ith meticulous im plem entation, and jo in  together to 
promote high-quality Belt and Road cooperation.

— We need to be guided by the principles o f extensive consulta
tion, jo int contribution and shared benefits. W e need to act in  the
spirit o f m ultilateralism ，pursue cooperation through consultation，
and keep all participants m otivated. W e intend to tap in to  all the 
strengths o f all participants through bilateral, trilateral o r multilateral 
cooperation. As a Chinese proverb says, UA  tow er is com posed o f
many a grain o f sand，and a river is form ed o f many a stream.

- We need to take an open, green and clean approach. Belt and 
Road cooperation is not about establishing an exclusive club. It  aims 
to prom ote green developm ent. W e should launch green infrastruc
ture projects, make green investment, and provide green financing to 
protect the Earth which we all call home. In  pursuing Belt and Road 
cooperation, everything should be done in  a transparent way, and we 
should have zero tolerance for corruption. The Beijing Initiative for a 
Clean Silk Road that has been launched is for this very purpose, and
manifests our strong com m itm ent to tmnsparency and dean gover-

nance in Belt and Road cooperation.
- W e need to  pursue high-standard coop era tion  to im p rove  

peopled lives and prom ote sustainable developm ent. W e w ill apply 
w idely accepted rules and standards and encourage partic ipating  
companies to com ply w ith general international rules and standards
in building and operating projects and in  the process o f procure
m ent， project b idd ing and tendering. T he laws and regulations o f
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participating countries should also be respected. W e need to take a 
people-centered approach, give prio rity  to poverty alleviation and job 
creation, and guarantee that B elt and Road cooperation w ill deliver 
true benefits to the people o f participating countries and contribute 
to their social and econom ic developm ent. We also need to ensure the 
com m ercial and fiscal sustainability o f  all projects so that they will 
achieve the intended goals as scheduled.

C onnectivity is v ita l to B elt and Road cooperation. W e need to 
prom ote a global partnership o f  connectivity to achieve com m on

developm ent and prosperity. I  am confident that as we w ork closely
together, we w ill transcend geographical distance and em bark on a 
path o f w in-w in cooperation.

Infrastructure is the bedrock o f  connectivity -  it is the lack o f 
infrastructure that has held up the developm ent o f m any countries. 
High-quality, sustainable, resilient, affordable, inclusive and accessible 
infrastructure projects can help countries fully leverage their resourc
es, better integrate into the global supply, industrial and value chains, 
and realize interconnected developm ent. To this end, C hina w ill 
continue to w ork w ith other parties to build an infrastructure connec
tiv ity  netw ork, one that centers on the econom ic corridors such as 
the N ew  Eurasian Land Bridge, and is connected by m ajor transport 
routes, such as the C h in a-E u rop e  Railw ay Express and the New  
International Land-Sea Trade C orridor, and inform ation expressways, 
and is underpinned by m ajor railway, p o rt and gas pipeline projects 
and underground power and telecom m unications cable network. We
w ill continue to make good use o f  the Belt and Road Special Lend
ing Scheme, the Silk Road Fund， and other special investment fluids. 
W e w ill develop Silk Road theme bonds, and support the M ultilateral 
C ooperation Center fo r D evelopm ent Finance in  its operation. We 
welcome the participation o f m ultilateral and national financial insti
tutions in  B R I investment and financing and encourage third-market 
cooperation. W ith  the involvem ent o f m ultiple stakeholders, we can 
surely deliver benefits to all.

T he flow  o f goods, capital, technology and people w ill power
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economic grow th and create the broad space it needs. A s a Chinese 
saying goes, l<The ceaseless in flow  o f rivers makes the ocean deep.,,_ 
However, were such inflow  to be cut, the ocean, however big, w ould 
eventually dry up. W e need to facilitate free trade and investment, say 
no to protectionism , and make econom ic globalization m ore open, 
inclusive, balanced and beneficial to all. To this end, we w ill enter into  
negotiations w ith m ore countries to conclude high-standard free trade 
agreem ents, and strengthen cooperation in  custom s, taxation and 
audit oversight by introducing the B R I Tax Adm inistration Coopera
tion M echanism  and accelerating international collaboration on the 
m utual recognition  o f  A u th o rized  E con om ic  O perators. W e have 
form ulated the G uid ing Principles on Financing the D evelopm ent o f
the Belt and Road and published the D ebt Sustainability Fram ework

for Participating Countries o f the Belt and Road Initiative to provide 
guidance fo r B R I financing cooperation . In  add ition , the Second 
China International Im p o rt E xp o  w ill be held this year to provide an 
even bigger platform  for other parties to access the Chinese market.

Innovation  boosts productivity; it makes companies com petitive 
and countries strong. W e need to keep pace w ith the Fourth Industrial 
R evolution, jo intly seize opportunities created by digital, networked
and smart developm ent，explore new technologies and new form s and

models o f business, foster new grow th drivers and explore new devel-
opment pathways, and build the digital Silk Road and the Silk Road

o f innovation. China wiU continue to im plem ent the Belt and Road 
Science, Technology and Innovation  C ooperation A ction  Plan, and 
w ill w ork w ith our partners to pursue four m ajor initiatives, namely 
the Science and Technology People-to-People Exchange In itiative , 
the Jo in t Laboratory In itiative, the Science Park Cooperation In itia
tive, and the Technology Transfer In itiative. W e w ill actively im ple
ment the B R I Talent Exchange Program , and w ill, in  the com ing five 
years, offer 5,000 opportunities o f exchange, training and cooperative 
research for talented innovators from  China and other B R I participat
ing countries. W e w ill also support companies from  various counmes 
in advancing IC T  infrastructure to upgrade cyber connectivity.
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Im balance in  developm ent is the greatest im balance confront
ing today5s w orld. In  the context o f the B R I, we must always take a 
developm ent-oriented approach and see that sustainability features in 
the entire process o f project selection, im plem entation and manage
ment. W e need to strengthen international developm ent cooperation 
so as to create m ore opportunities fo r developing countries, and help 
them eradicate poverty and achieve sustainable developm ent. To this 
end, China and its partners have set up the Belt and Road Sustainable 
Cities Alliance and the B R I International Green Developm ent Coali
tion , form ulated the G reen Investm ent Principles fo r the Belt and 
Road, and launched the Declaration on Accelerating the Sustainable 
D evelopm ent G oals fo r C hildren T hrough  Inclusive Developm ent. 
W e have set up the B R I Environm ental B ig Data P latform . We will 
continue to im plem ent the G reen S ilk Road Envoys P rogram  and 
w ork w ith relevant countries to jointly im plem ent the Belt and Road 
South-South Cooperation Initiative on Clim ate Change. W e w ill also 
expand cooperation in  agriculture, health, disaster m itigation  and 
water resources; and we w ill enhance cooperation w ith the United  
Nations to narrow  the gap in development.

W e need to b u ild  bridges fo r exchanges and m utual learning  
am ong cultures, expand cooperation in  education, science, culture, 
sports, tourism , health and archeology, and strengthen exchanges 
between parliaments, political parties, NGOs,'*w om en, young people, 
and people w ith disabilities in  order to facilitate multifaceted people- 
to-people exchanges. To this end, in  the com ing five years we w ill 
invite  10,000 representatives o f  po litica l parties, th in k  tanks and 
N G O s  from  B R I p artic ip a tin g  countries to v is it C h ina. W e w ill 
encourage and support social organizations o f  B R I partic ipating  
countries in  jointly undertaking projects for im proving peopled lives. 
W e w ill organize a num ber o f  environm ental protection  and anti
corruption training courses, and expand human resources cooperation 
in  various fields. W e w ill continue to run  the Chinese governm ent 
scholarship S ilk  Road P rogram  and host the In te rn ation a l Y outh  
F oru m  on C rea tiv ity  and H eritage along the S ilk  Roads and the

“Chinese Bridge” summer camps. W e will also put m  place 了

anisms such as the Belt and Road T h in k  Tanks Cooperation Com m i 
tee and the Belt and Road News AlHance to draw inspiration and poo

our strengths.

N otes

1 See n o te  9 , p. 156. . e  1 ac ^ waQ a

2 S im a Q ia n : R e c o r d s  o f  th e  H is to r ia n  ( S h i p ) .  S im a Q ia n  (c. 〇 t  ■

h is to ria n  and w rite r o f  th e  W este rn  H a n  D ynasty.

Prom ote H ig h -Q u a lity  B elt and  R oad  C ooperation



Self-Reform  o f the CPC



Never Forget Where We Started*

O c to b e r  3 1  y 2 0 1 7

To stay true to our original aspiration and founding m ission and 
to continuously w ork hard is the only way to keep the CPC forever 
vigorous. A s long as all Party members and all Chinese people unite 
as one and do solid w ork, the country, like a great ship braving winds 
and waves, w ill surely reach the shore o f national rejuvenation.

M ao Zedong compared this site to the cradle o f the CPC. It  is a 
vivid  m etaphor. I  see the site as an anchor o f the souls o f Chinese 
Com m unists. E very  relic used when the Party was founded here in  
1921 is invaluable; every picture gives us food for thought. W e need 
to recall and reflect on the founding o f the Party, which may help us 
better understand our Party’s original pledge.

O u r Party’s h isto ry started from  its F irst N ational Congress in  
1921. N o  m atter how  far we have traveled, we m ust never forget 
where we started. T he oath to jo in  the Party is not long. It  is easy 
to recite in  a m om ent but hard to observe fo r a lifetim e. A ll Party 
members must bear in  m ind the oath, always discipline ourselves in  
accordance w ith the oath, and uphold the oath all our lives.

The Red Boat1 sparked the flame o f the Chinese revolution and 
started the century-spanning voyage o f the Party. Since the ceremony 
to lay the foundation for the N anhu Lake Revolutionary M em orial in  
2 0 0 6 ,1 have been longing to visit once the construction was complete. 
Today, I  am finally here, inspired and encouraged.

W hen I  w orked in  Zhejiang, I  defined the Red Boat spirit as a 
pioneering spirit that creates from  nothing, a hard-w orking spirit that

* M ain points o f speeches during visits to the site o f the First CPC National Congress 
in Shanghai and the Red Boat on the Nanhu Lake in Jiaxing, Zhejiang Province.
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keeps faith and fears no setbacks, and a spirit o f service that honors

the Party’s commitment to the public good and its loyalty to the
people. W e should carry forw ard this spirit in the context o f this era.

A ll our Standing Com m ittee members o f the Political Bureau of 
the Central Com m ittee are here today to review the Party5s history, 
particularly its founding, carry on our revolutionary traditions, follow 
the lo fty  ideals o f  ou r predecessors, confirm  the heavy responsi
bilities on our shoulders, and sharpen our sense o f responsibility 
and m ission to achieve the objectives set at the 19th CPC National 
Congress.

T he site o f the F irst C P C  N ational Congress in Shanghai and 
the Red Boat on the N anhu Lake in  Jiaxing are the two places where 
our Party set o ff to live its dream. It  is here that our Party was born; 
it is here that our Party started its expedition and finally became the 
govern ing  party o f  the w hole country. Th is is where our Party is 
rooted.

C6A  prom ising cause may seem simple at the beginning, yet proves 
great on com pletion/52 O ver the past 96 years, our Party has united 
the Chinese people and led them to remarkable achievements. This is 
a source o f our pride. A s our cause progresses, no Chinese Commu
nist should ever forget our original aspiration. This is the only way 
to honor h istory and our predecessors, to win popular support and 
uphold the call o f the era, and to accomplish our deeds with indom i
table w ill.

A t its 19th N ational Congress, the Party set the goals and tasks 
fo r itself as w ell as fo r the country. A ll Party members must uphold 
the PartyJs fundam ental purpose o f serving the people wholeheart
edly, and lead the people in  creating a better life. We must strengthen 
our shared ideal o f socialism w ith Chinese characteristics, and press 
forw ard  tow ards o u r u ltim ate ideal o f comm unism  and a better 
future. W e must m aintain a m odest and prudent style o f w ork, fear 
neither hardship nor self-sacrifice, and work hard to realize the Two 
Centenary G oals and the Chinese Dream  o f national rejuvenation.

Never Forget W here W e S ta rted
577

Notes

' S ta rting  in  Shanghai in  la te  Ju ly  1921, the  F irs t N a tio n a l C ongress o f  the  C om 

m unist P a rty  o f  C h in a  was co m p le te d  o n  a p leasure  b o a t o n  the  N a n h u  Lake  in  

, iaxing , Z he jia n g  P ro v in ce  in  ea rly A ugust. I t  he ra lded  the  o ffic ia l fo u n d in g  o f  e 

Communist P a rty  o f  C h in a . T h e  p leasure b o a t has sm ce been h a ile d  as th e  R ed 

Boat,? in  C hinese re v o lu tio n a ry  h is to ry . -  T r.

2 Z h u a n g  Z i.



Say No to Form over Substance and 
Reject Bureaucratism*

D e c e m b e r  2 0 1 7 - ] a n u a r y  1 1 ,  2 0 1 9

The manifestations identified in  the article seem new, but in fact 
they are old  problem s. They show us again that the Four Malfea
sances die hard. W e m ust never falter in  correcting such problems, 
nor should we ever stall in  our drive to im prove the conduct o f Party 
members. A ll provincia l authorities and central departm ents should 
take a close look at their perform ance, examine their conduct to see 
where they fall short o f the requirements and standards. In  particular, 
they should w ork out effective measures fo r addressing such prom i
nent problem s as unfulfilled promises, em pty sloganeering, half-heart
ed action, and failure in  im plem entation, and tackle them in a down- 
to-earth manner. O fficials at aH levels should take the lead and play an 
exem plary role. In  the upcom ing A spiration  and M ission education 
cam paign, we m ust not favor fo rm  over substance and must ensure 
good results w ith good conduct.

( f r o tn  th e  d ir e c t iv e  o n  a n  a r t ic le  o f  X in h u a  ^ e w s  ^ A g e n c y  (<B ^  

V i g i l a n t  A g a i n s t  N e w  M a n if e s ta t io n s  o f  F a v o r in g  ¥ o r m  

o v e r  S u b s ta n c e  a n d  B u r e a u c r a t is m ,,) D e c e m b e r  2 0 1 7 )

*  Excerpts from  speeches made between Decem ber 2017 and January 11, 2019.
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II

The 19th C PC  N ational Congress in  2017 created an im posing  
blueprint fo r future developm ent. T o accom plish the objectives  
and tasks set at the congress, we must encourage research and fact
finding in  the Party. O fficials at all levels should take the lead in  doing  
frequent field w ork. They should go to the front line and understand 
the general picture; they should conduct in-depth studies o f problem s, 
understand the nature and rules o f different issues, and find methods 
and ways to solve m ajor difficulties. They must seek truth from  facts 
and speak that tru th , w hether it is good  news o r not. Particularly, 
they m ust avoid favoring fo rm  over substance and bureaucratism . 
They should never satisfy themselves w ith a superficial understand
ing through cursory observation o r a smattering o f knowledge on a 
subject, n or should they regard a part as the whole and reach hasty 
conclusions and judgments.

( C o m m e n ts  o n  (V r o m o te  th e  S p i r i t  o f  F ig h t in g  P o v e r ty  a n d  th e  

C o o r d in a te d  D e v e lo p m e n t o f  M a t e r i a l  a n d  C u l t u r a l  P r o g r e s s  

in  R u r a l  A r e a s  — R e p o r t  o n  P o v e r ty  A l l e v ia t io n  in  X u n w td ”  

s u b m it te d  b y  th e  P u b lic i ty  D e p a r tm e n t  o f  th e  C P C  

C e n tr a l  C o m m itte e ， D e c e m b e r  1 5 , 2 0 1 7 )
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III

The Four Malfeasances are d ifficu lt to eradicate. T herefore, we 
should never slacken our efforts in  rectifying these problem s, and 
there is no end to the task o f  im p ro v in g  our conduct. Favoring  
form  over substance and bureaucratism  are entirely incom patib le  
w ith the nature, m ission and fine conduct o f our Party. They are the 
archenemies o f our Party and the people. M embers o f the Political 
Bureau o f the CPC Central Com m ittee must take the lead in  having 
a correct attitude towards perform ance in  our w ork; they m ust always 
be honest and do solid w ork, and conscientiously oppose the prac
tice o f favoring form  over substance and bureaucratism. They must
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take the lead in  rejecting and fighting these Uls. They should focus on 
outstanding problem s, and understand that there are m any manifes
tations o f favoring fo rm  over substance and bureaucratism , and that 
they can evolve and mutate. They need to get a thorough understand
ing o f  how  the two present themselves in  different periods, regions, 
and departments, and base their w ork on the reality o f the situation. 
They should solve old problem s and identify new ones, address both 
overt and covert problem s, and resolve superficial problem s and 
deep-rooted ones. Through their efforts, good norm s w ill be formed 
and lasting effect w ill be achieved.

( f r o m  th e  s p e e c h  a t  a  m e e tin g  o f  c r i t ic is m  a n d  s e lf - c r it ic is m  a m o n g  

m e m b e r s  o f  th e  P o l i t i c a l  B u r e a u  o f  th e  1 9 th  C P C  

C e n t r a l  C o m m itte e , D e c e m b e r  2 5 - 2 6 ,  2 0 1 7 )

IV

W e should also relieve officials o f  meaningless tasks. Currendy, 
the m anagement o f  officials is w idely based on keeping record o f 
their activities. How ever, it may lay too much emphasis on the activi
ties per se and not enough on concrete results. There are numerous, 
frequent, and repetitive inspections and appraisals. A n d , once again, 
officials are busy dealing w ith piles o f documents and attending one 
m eeting after another — a problem  we have addressed before. These 
problem s consume too much time and energy and actually encourage 
favoring fo rm  over substance and bureaucratism. In  the past, it was 
said that ^thousands o f threads o f instruction come from  above, but 
there is on ly one needle,J. N ow , officials at the grassroots com plain 
that “ thousands o f ham m ers strike from  above，but there is only 
one nail to be driven dow n below ’’，and that “ thousands o f  swords 
hack dow n from  above, but there is on ly one neck fo r the blades^. 
This m ust change. The Central Com m ittee has set requirem ents for 
solving these problem s. A ll provincial authorities and central depart
ments m ust meet the requirem ents and duly address the problem s.
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We should enhance inform ation  sharing and cannot sim ply evaluate 
the perform ance o f the lower levels by the num ber o f activities they 
have kept record o f o r the volum e o f materials they have submitted. 
We should not, sim ply fo r our own convenience, ask fo r the same 
data and materials every tim e or every year if  what we already have 
is enough. W e cannot allow any departm ent o r any person to go and 
ask for the same materials. W e must have rules to free officials at the 
grassroots level from  the burden o f preparing endless materials. The  
num ber and frequency o f evaluations and inspections by various
levels should be held in  check. Matters o f the same category should

be dealt w ith together where conditions perm it. T he purpose is to 
reduce the burden o f officials at grassroots levels and let them have 
more time for w ork.

( f r o m  th e  s p e e c h  a t  th e  1 0 th  g r o u p  s tu d y  s e s s io n  o f  th e  P o l i t i c a l  

B u r e a u  o f  th e  1 9 t h  C P C  C e n t r a l  C o m m itte e , 

N o v e m b e r  2 6 ,  2 0 1 8 )

V

C urrently, favoring fo rm  over substance and bureaucratism  are 
prom inent problem s w ith in  our Party. T h ey are ou r archenem ies, 
hindering the im plem entation o f the guidelines, principles, and p o li
cies o f the Party and the m ajor decisions and plans o f the Central 
C om m ittee. In  reality, there are various m anifestations o f  these 
problem s. Some officials and departm ents do not stay focused, nor 
do they make genuine and com m itted efforts to im plem ent the deci
sions and plans o f the Central Com m ittee. They shout slogans but 
take few concrete actions. They make prom ises that they never act 
upon, o r start things but do not see them through. Some keep records 
o f their every trivial action and present these as achievements. They  
turn targeted poverty alleviation into targeted form  filling, and claim  
so-called results that are no m ore than figures on paper. Some are 
dilatory and perfunctory in  their w ork, shirking responsibility when
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troubles com e and dodging th o rn y  problem s. T hey like to report 
every trifle  to their superiors fo r approval o r directives. In  doing 
so, they appear to be abiding by the rules but are actually avoiding 
responsibilities. Some make ill-considered o r purely arb itrary deci
sions. They place themselves above the Party organization and allow 
no dissenting voices. Some abuse accountability mechanisms, making 
officials sign w ritten pledges fo r the m ost trivial matters, and failing 
them in  their perform ance evaluation should they be unable to meet a 
com m itm ent. W orse still, some exploit these mechanisms to hive off 
their responsibilities o r pass the buck.

W e m ust view  these problem s from  a po litica l perspective and 
address them  by find ing  the ro o t causes and identify in g  the inter
ests involved. Those w ho favor fo rm  over substance are obsessed 
w ith  results and achievem ents, w ith  a d isinclination to do any real 
w ork. T h is stems from  a failure to understand the im portance o f 
m aking solid efforts fo r tangible progress, an absence o f any sense 
o f responsibility, and a m indset that wants only the benefits o f the 
position but not the duties that come w ith the post. Those w ith this 
prob lem  satisfy them selves w ith  superficial w ork, and prefer eye
catching achievem ents to laying  solid  foundations, and w indow - 
dressing to real results.

Bureaucratism  comes from  the obsession w ith officia l posts and 
power. It  reflects m isguided values and a distorted view  o f  power. 
Those w ith this problem  are inclined to rely too m uch on their own 
personal proclivities and subjective judgm ent, and distance themselves 
from  reality and the people. These mindsets and behavior w ill hamper 
the im plem entation o f the guidelines, principles, and policies o f our 
Party, disappoint the expectations o f our people, and erode the foun
dations o f the PartyJs governing status.

( f r o m  th e  s p e e c h  a t  th e  T h i r d  P le n a r y  S e s s io n  o f  th e  1 9 th  C P C

C e n t r a l  C o m m is s io n  f o r  D is c ip l in e  I n s p e c tio n ，

J a n u a r y  1 1 , 2 0 1 9 )
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VI

Eradicating  the practice o f favoring  fo rm  over substance and 
bureaucratism is an im portant task. In  com bating the form er, we need 
t〇 ensure officials make real efforts at w ork, urge them  to foster a 
correct attitude towards perform ance, and urge them to avoid fickle
ness in  their daUy w ork, abandon selfishness, and avoid distractions.
In opposing the latter, we need to tackle the problem  o f nonfeasance

in safeguarding the peopled interests. W e must protect the fundamen
tal and long-term  interests o f the people, and also effectively address 
their im mediate and m ost im portant concerns. Party committees or 
leadership groups o f all provincial authorities and central departments
should assume their principal responsibilities，keep a close watch for

any new tendencies towards o r any new form s o f favoring form  over 
substance and bureaucratism , and come up w ith effective measures to 
rectify them. Leading bodies at aU levels should fight these practices, 
and take the lead in  exam ining and exposing their own shortcom ings 
accordingly. DiscipUne inspection and supervision bodies at all levels 
should highUght these as pressing problem s to solve, and expose an 

report typical cases.
( f r o m  th e  s p e e c h  a t  th e  T h i r d  P le n a r y  S e s s io n  o f  th e  1 9 th  C P C  

C e n t r a l  C o m m is s io n  f o r  D is c ip l in e  In sp e c tio n ^  

J a n u a r y  1 1 , 2 0 1 9 )



Strengthen Party Self-Governance as 
an Ongoing Mission*

January 11 y 2018

To further strengthen Party self-governance now and in  the futxire, 
we must im plem ent the guiding principles o f the 19th CPC National 
Congress held in  2017 , and fo llo w  the guidance o f  the Thought 
on Socialism  w ith  Chinese Characteristics fo r a N ew  E ra . W hile  
enhancing our Four Consciousnesses and bolstering our Four-sphere 
Confidence, we must uphold and strengthen overall Party leadership, 
uphold the authority o f the Central Com m ittee and its centralized, 
unified leadership, and see the PartyJs political foundations reinforced, 
its ideological com m itm ent buttressed, its organizations consolidated, 
its conduct im proved, and its discipline enforced, w ith  institutional 
im provem ents incorporated into  every aspect o f  strengthening the 
Party. W e m ust step up our efforts to com bat corruption , carry on 
w ith  o u r w ork  to im prove  the P artyJs p o litica l environ m en t, and 
strengthen its ability to innovate, its power to. unite, and its capacity 
to deliver. These are firm  guarantees fo r a decisive v icto ry  in  build
ing a m oderately prosperous society in  all respects, and fo r building a 
m odern socialist China.

First, we must focus our efforts on reinforcing the Party^ politi
cal foundations, and uphold the authority o f the Central C om m it
tee and its centralized, unified leadership. A  governing M arxist party 
m ust take a clear political stance. A  m ultitude o f facts have shown 
that m any problem s w ithin the Party are attributed to weak political 
com m itm ent and a lack o f regular and sound political activities. The

* Part o f the speech at the Second Plenary Session o f the 19th CPC Central Com m is
sion for D iscipline Inspection.
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1 9 th CPC Central Committee incorporates and prioritizes the Party’s 
political progress into its overall effort to strengthen itself -  a major 
decision that has been made from  an overall strategic perspective.

To reinforce the PartyJs political foundations, we must give priority  
to upholding the authority o f the Central Com m ittee and its central
ized, unified leadership. A ll the political problem s w ithin the Party, in  
the final analysis, are ascribed to lack o f loyalty to the Party. Loyalty 
defines the quintessential character o f Com m unists, and num erous 
revolutionary martyrs have dem onstrated such loyalty by sacrificing 
their lives. uM y loyalty comes from  the bottom  o f m y heart, and it 
stretches all the way from  the Earth  to the Heavens/51 iCI shall hold to 
my beliefs even at the cost o f m y life/52 They were daundess and no  
torture could force them  to yield. They w ould be loyal to the Party 
and never betray it fo r as long as they should live. Loyalty to the Party 
must be sincere and unconditional. A s a measure o f practice as well as 
a political criterion，it must be embraced in  im plem enting the Party’s 
decisions and plans.

W hen the com m ander in  chief gives orders, all troops obey and 
act accordingly. A ll Party organizations must im plem ent the decisions 
and plans o f the Central Com m ittee to the letter, and closely align  
themselves w ith the Central Com m ittee in  terms o f political stance, 
direction, principle and path. U nder any circumstances, Party officials 
must be politically firm  and reliable, be loyal and honest to the Party, 
follow  the leadership o f the Central Com m ittee, and strictly abide by 
the political discipline and political rules. They must remain steadfast 
on the right path, increase their awareness to observe discipline, keep 
their m oral integrity, and im prove their w illpow er to resist corruption. 
They m ust turn  the Four Consciousnesses in to  concrete action to 
obey the Party^ com m and and assume their obligations to the Party.

A  political party should have faith. For the Com m unist Party o f  
China, this refers to the faith in  M arxism , com m unism  and socialism  
with Chinese characteristics. Party officials should learn to capture the 
essence o f the Thought on Socialism w ith Chinese Characteristics for 
a N ew  Era. They must read m ore M arxist classics and classical works
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on adapting M arxism  to the Chinese context to tru ly understand the 
M arxist stance, v iew p oin t and m ethodology, and internalize them 
so that they uphold faith in  M arxism  and persevere in  pursuing their 
ideals w ith strong convictions. These ideals should be the beacon of 
faith fo r Party officials.

P olitical faith and ideals do n o t spring fu lly-form ed  in to  exis
tence, and it is not easy to stick to them . W e must w ithstand the Four 
Tests3, and overcom e the Four Risks4. W e should take account of 
todayJs realities to plan for the future. W e should have a deep under
standing o f  the dialectical relationship between the long-term  goal 
o f  com m unism  and the com m on ideal o f bu ild ing  socialism  with 
Chinese characteristics. The com m unist ideals w ould be no m ore than 
em pty talk w ithout our current efforts to develop Chinese social
ism  and to rejuvenate the Chinese nation. B ut we should not avoid 
talking about these ideals o r abandon them sim ply because they will 
take a long time to achieve. A n  ancient scholar once said, <cW e worry 
about the next one thousand years when we are only to last less than 
a hundred/0 O u r confidence in  the path, theory, system and culture 
o f socialism w ith Chinese characteristics can ultim ately be condensed 
into  faith in  socialism and M arxism . It  is a fact that we are in  the initial 
stage o f socialism, but we should aim high for the future. O u r educa
tion campaign on reaffirm ing ideals and convictions since 2012 has 
proved effective and should be continued. ，

Irregu larities w ith in  the Party over the years have all been the 
results o f  deviating from  the Party C onstitution , and vio lations o f 
Party discipline by leading Party officials — the culm ination o f their 
indifference to the rules o f  the Party C onstitution . T he 19th CPC  
N ational Congress wrote into the Party Constitution the fresh experi
ence and theoretical innovations in  Party governance since the 18th 
CPC N ational Congress. The unity o f the Party in  thinking and action 
should first o f all be em bodied in  understanding and com plying with 
the Party C onstitution. Reverence fo r the Party C onstitution  is the 
fundamental political discipline. Party organizations at all levels and all 
Party members should study, observe, enforce and safeguard the Party
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Constitution, use it to discipline our words and deeds, and m aintain a 
high degree o f unity w ith the Central Com m ittee in  terms o f political 
stance, direction, principles, and path.

Since the F o u rth  P len ary  Session o f  the 18th  C P C  C en tra l 
Committee in  2014, I  have repeatedly warned o f the dangers o f the 
Seven M alpractices6. They are in  essence political issues w hich can 
be put into two categories: first, cliques bound together by political 
and econom ic interests attem pting to usurp Party and state power; 
second, unauthorized activities fanned by factionalism  that sabotage 
the PartyJs centralized and unified leadership. W e must not bury our 
heads in  the sand in  the face o f these dangers; instead we should take 
resolute measures to prevent o r curb them  and rem ove hidden and 
potential troubles. W e should underline political discipline and rules 
at all times, strictly investigate and deal w ith violations o f rules and 
discipline, and allow no factions pursuing self-interest o r local cliques 
acting on their own. W e should advocate values such as loyalty and 
honesty to the Party, fairness and practicality in  w ork, and integrity in  
our members and officials, and ensure that they strengthen their Party
awareness and political ability through sound intra-Party activities and
im prove themselves p o litica lly  and ethically. A s an ancient scholar 
said，“ W e w ill not act recklessly i f  we th ink  righ t.” 7 Leading Party
officials should be grateful to the Party and the people and hold them  
in reverence, never seek position o r privileges, and put a cap on their 
desire for material enjoym ent and other perquisites. 4cO n ly  the gentle 
breeze caressing the river and the bright m oonlight pouring down on  
the m ountains are a bounty and ceaseless feast fo r the eye and the
ear that nature offers.，，8 This sentiment o f Su Shi，a great w riter o f
ancient China, as he expressed in  these w ords, is m ost precious but 
not seen am ong us now. W e had nothing w ith us when we were born
and w ill take nothing away w ith us when we die. O nce we think this
through, we can play a m odel role by being clean and have integrity  
prevail w ithin the Party.

Second, we must im plem ent the Central Com m ittee^ E ight Rules 
on im proving Party and governm ent conduct, and maintain close ties
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w ith the people. The E igh t Rules are not intended for just five or ten 
years -  they are to be upheld in  the long term . To do this we need 
perseverance and tenacity. W e must pay attention to both their pres
ent and future effect, im plem ent the rules strictly and earnesdy, and 
get every Party m em ber and all Party organizations involved so as to 
make this a regular practice that produces effective results. W e must 
keep an eye on new signs and manifestations o f hedonism  and extrav
agance, particularly on festive occasions, and prevent the resurgence 
o f such tendencies by identifying them early. Those in  com m and need 
to take full responsibility for correcting the practices o f favoring form  
over substance and bureaucratism . W e need to address the issue of 
giving only lip  service to the Central Com m ittee^ decisions and poli
cies. W e need to conduct in-depth analyses o f tough issues and take 
practical measures based on reality and public concerns to ensure the 
im plem entation o f the Central Com m ittee’s decisions and plans down 
to the prim ary level. A ll provincial authorities and central departments 
should revise anew their follow -up measures accordingly, based on 
what has been achieved over the past five years in  im plem enting the 
E ight Rules, and release them to the public for supervision.

In  im proving Party conduct, we must focus on m aintaining close 
ties w ith the people. The Four Malfeasances are m ore than specific 
m isconduct; they represent a fundamental betrayal o f our Party spirit 
and purpose. M any problem s am ong prim ary-level Party organizations 
are attributed to the fact that some Party members and officials are 
not concerned w ith the people. Some are reluctant and some refuse to 
communicate w ith the people, and some just do not know  how  to do 
it. There are also a few w ho ignore the peopled needs o r dare not face 
them  -  they are struck dum b w hen faced w ith the people. Leading 
officials m ust resist the tem ptations o f  privileges in  thought and in 
action. M ao Zedong once said, "T he people choose their leaders and 
leadership tools from  practice. It  is w rong for those w ho are chosen 
to become conceited and consider themselves o f great consequence, 
rather than serve their role.,j9 H is words still resonate today.

In  Decem ber 2012, at a session o f  the Political Bureau fo r delib
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eration on the Eight Rules, I  said，“O nly when we are under pressure
and supervision can people enjoy a m ore com fortable and satisfying 
life and have a higher opin ion o f us.55 The higher the position officials 
hold, the m ore they should connect w ith and serve the people, respect 
them and maintain closer ties w ith them. W e must remain dedicated to 
the people, reach out to them , and resolve their prom inent problems
with solid measures. To win their trust and support we must always
put peopled interests first, seriously address any issues o f pressing 
public concern, and correct any activities that damage the interests o f  
the people.

T h ird , we must enforce discipline in  all respects and govern the 
Party striedy. uW hen the law is effective and discipline enforced, the 
nation is under good governance and peopled support is won. Strict 
discipline guarantees our PartyJs m arch from  victory  to victory. The  
19th C PC  N ational Congress highlighted the enforcem ent o f disci
pline and integrated it into the overall plan for strengthening the Party, 
underlining our determ ination to govern the Party w ith strict discipline.

E very  Party m em ber^ e ffo rt is needed to im prove conduct and 
combat corruption. W e are all participants rather than bystanders in  
this cam paign. E very  Party officia l should draw lessons from  those 
breaching discipline, be alert to potential problem s, follow  principles 
and be stricter w ith ourselves, so that we become im mune to corrup
tion. W e should enhance education on d iscip line, o ffe r education  
and guidance before taking disciplinary action, and use typical cases 
around us to send a message and shame officials in to  ceasing their 
w rongdoing. c<W hen we see a bad example we should turn to check
our own conduct.’’11 In  this way，we can ensure that all Party members
and officials enforce self-discipline as part o f their norm al behavior.

W e must pay m ore attention to checking erroneous ideas at the 
outset, rem inding officials o f their problem s, and forb idding them  
from  doing anything unethical just because it seems insignificant. We 
need to im prove regulations on discipline, and keep our institutions 

to date. Power comes w ith responsibility. The Party Constitution  
specifies the scope o f power o f all Party organizations including Party
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leadership groups for disciplinary punishm ent. Party committees, or 
Party leadership groups, at all levels m ust be resolute in  enforcing 
oversight and discipline, and must take on their political responsibility 
for full and rigorous governance over the Party.

A s an ancient scholar said, <cIt  is easy to nip a vice in  the bud but 
difficult to correct deep-rooted problem s.J,12 In  recent years, we have 
put forw ard the four form s o f oversight over discipline compliance13 
based on past experience and new requirem ents fo r strengthening 
Party discipline. In  response, some officials have confessed on their 
ow n initiative their lapses and serious mistakes to the Party organiza
tion, and they have been treated leniently. Some others, on the brink 
o f v io lating  discipline, have returned to the right path after receiv
ing warnings and before it was too late. Inspired by these examples, 
m ost officia ls hold  discipline in  awe and abide by principles. This 
demonstrates the effect o f the Party’s policies and m ethods and its 
full concern and care for officials. W e should make a greater effort to 
use the first m ethod — criticism  and education — and correct m inor 
mistakes whenever they arise. W e should get general problem s out 
in  the open, straighten them  out, and close the case accordingly, to 
help relieve officials o f  any concern. Party m em bers and officials 
sum m oned by o r receiving inquiry letters from  discipline inspection 
departm ents should clarify their problem s at meetings fo r criticism  
and self-criticism , to ensure the seriousness- o f  in tra-P arty p o liti
cal activities. W e should com m unicate w ith and w arn those found 
in  v io la tio n  o f  discip line, to make them  clarify  their problem s in 
exchange fo r leniency. W e should educate those in  serious violation  
o f Party discipline about m oral and political integrity in  disciplinary 
review and make them realize, repent, and correct their mistakes. In  
the case o f the very few w ho are unrepentant and are suspected of 
breaking the law, and continue to deceive the organization to the last 
m om ent w hile com m itting serious violations o f  Party discipline, we 
m ust thoroughly investigate and deal w ith them in  accordance with 
the law and discipline as a w arning to others.

Fourth, we must intensify efforts to address both the symptoms
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and roo t causes o f co rru p tio n , and secure a sweeping victory. W e 
have fought against corruption w ith decisive measures since the 18th 
CPC N ational Congress, and we must continue to carry it through to 
the end after the 19th CPC N ational Congress, to eliminate vice and 
exalt virtue, consolidate the foundation o f our values, and make sure 
both symptoms and root causes are addressed.

To this end, we should have effective means to deal w ith sym p
toms w hile consolidating w hat we have achieved in  addressing root 
causes. W ith o u t the deterrent effect o f punishm ent, it is hard to  
achieve substantial results. W e w ill continue to m aintain our tough  
stance on corruption , and make no exception fo r any organization  
or individual. W e w ill im pose tight constraints fo r long-term  deter
rence, and punish those w ho take bribes and those w ho offer them. 
We need to resolutely deal w ith existing cases and curb the emergence
o f new ones. W e need to focus on corruption cases involving  interest
groups form ed by political degeneration and bribery; and on corrupt 
officials w ho have not restrained themselves from  illegal activities, 
who are strongly suspected o f w rongdoing, w ho have been repeatedly 
reported by the public fo r malpractice, and w ho are currently holding  
im portant offices w ith prospects o f prom otion. W e must investigate 
and examine officials reported fo r political and organizational issues 
or corruption.

W e m ust take out “ tigers”  whenever we see them  and swat the
£<flies,5 that buzz around. W e should com bat corruption  in  whatever
form  and address even the slightest signs. “Tigers” and “ flies”  — m ajor
and m inor corruption cases — are both to be brought under investiga
tion. The campaign for strengthening Party self-governance should be 
extended to prim ary-level Party organizations. C orruption  that directly 
affects peopled lives must be harshly punished. W e should carry out 
investigations in  the fields o f  poverty re lie f and public w ellbeing. 
In  order to ensure that policies designed to benefit the public are
implemented to their satisfaction, we should be tough in  dealing w ith  
officials w ho em bezzle disaster and poverty relief flinds and supplies,
who violate policies relating to land acquisition and resetdement, and
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m isappropriate com pensation funds, and w ho exploit their position 
at the prim ary level to take bribes, em bezzle fonds, and seek benefits 
for relatives and friends. W hile  com bating corruption, we should also

elim inate crim inal gangs, evil forces and illegal and crim inal activi
ties such as pornography， gam bling， and drug abuse j n d  dam p dcwn
on individuals, fam ilies and clans w ho abuse o r exp lo it their local 
com m unities. We m ust hunt dow n both gang-related organizations 
and the hands behind them  to enhance the peopled sense o f gain, 
happiness and security.

Justice has long arms. W e need to expand international coopera
tion on the fight against corruption , tracking down corrupt officials 
w ho have fled overseas and preventing m ore from  fleeing. W hile  
continu ing to issue Red N otices fo r wanted fugitives, we need to 
enhance international cooperation on anti-corruption  law enforce
m ent and strengthen deterrence against corrupt officials w ho attempt 
to flee abroad.

The key to addressing both  the sym ptom s and ro o t causes o f 
corruption lies in  action. O u r Party has established the best practices 
o f com bating corruption  -  to ensure that the officials do not dare 
to be, are not able to be, and have no desire to be corrupt. W e must 
strengthen deterrence, strengthen the institutional cage, and strength
en their vigilance. W e need to break the chain sustaining abuse o f
state assets through reform  and institutional ihnovation  to pirevent 
officials from  falling prey to corruption. We must strengthen checks 
on and oversight over the exercise o f  power, and estabUsh effective 
systems and mechanisms.

F ifth , we m ust im prove the oversight systems o f  the Party and 
the state to increase the Party，s ability to cleanse itself. A s G oldbach，s 
conjecture challenges m athem aticians, self-supervision challenges 
countries w orldw ide in  state governance. In  seeking the solution  
to breaking the cycle o f rise and fa ll14, we m ust act w ith force and 
continue to im prove and renew ourselves. The e ffo rt to strengthen 
Party discipline since the 18th C P C  N ational Congress has proved  
that the mechanism to cleanse the Party is effective and we are fully
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capable o f deaUng w ith existing problem s w ith in  the Party. W e wiU 
estabUsh an efficient oversight system w ith complete coverage under 
the Party^ unified com m and, and align efforts in  intra-Party oversight 
with oversight by state agencies and other politica l parties, judicial 
oversight, public oversight, and oversight through public opinion.

D iscipline inspection is a strategic institutional process for scrutiny 
within our Party. W e wiU intensify poUtical inspection w ith a view  to 
highlighting the PartyJs com prehensive leadership and strengthening 
the Party. The deterrent role o f discipline inspection w ill be provid
ed by Party self-governance and scrutiny o f  com pliance w ith  the 
Party Constitution and guiding principles o f the 19th CPC N ational 
Congress. W e w ill strengthen discip line inspection  at the central, 
provincial, city and county levels to reaUze ftill coverage o f inspection 
within one office term  o f Party committees at each level, creating a 
supervision network that facilitates coordination in  discipline inspec
tions am ong these levels. W e w ill apply new approaches to inspection, 
accelerate efforts to review the effect, and adopt m ore flexible m eth
ods, such as random ly selecting the targets fo r inspection, to deter 
and warn potential wrongdoers. To deter m isconduct and address the 
problem  from  the root, we must im prove the w hole discipline inspec
tion system and ensure the results serve their intended purposes, and 
call to account those w ho fail to carry out their responsibility, fail to 
reach the desired effect, o r act in  a perfunctory manner.

R eform  o f the national supervision system is a m ajor political 
reform  bearing on the overall situation and a key measure to strength
en se lf-supervision  o f  the P arty and the state. W e w ill establish  
supervision comm issions at the national, provincial, city, and county 
levels in  line w ith the schedule and roadmap specified by the Central 
Com m ittee. W e w ill create an an ti-corruption  w orking  m echanism  
under the P arty^ un ified  leadership and an authoritative, efficient 
supervision system. W e w ill develop a law on supervision, revise and 
im prove relevant laws, fo rm  a pow er supervision netw ork covering  
inspection, personnel dispatching, and supervision, and turn institu
tional strengths into effective governance.
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Sixth, we must build a team fo r discipline inspection and super
vision  that is honest, clean, responsible, and loyal to the Party and 
the people. Since the 18th C P C  N a tio n a l C ongress, the Central 
Com m ission for D iscipline Inspection and the discipline inspection 
and supervision departm ents at all low er levels have enhanced the 
Four Consciousnesses and m aintained a high degree o f  unity with 
the Central Com m ittee by resolutely im plem enting its policies and 
plans, upholding the Party C onstitution and perform ing their duties 
w ith loyalty. Being selfless and fearless, and always ready to assume 
responsibility, they have perform ed their duties fo r the Party and the 
people.

A s a d iscip lin ary  force w ith in  the Party, d iscip line  inspection  
com m issions are m eant to exercise supervision and this w ill make 
some people unhappy. They should be absolutely loyal to the Party 
and w illing to assume their responsibilities. They m ust have political 
integrity, a strategic vision, and the ability to craft overall plans and put 
them into practice. They must enhance supervision, enforce discipline 
im partially, and reinforce accountability. They m ust strengthen the 
scrutiny and inspection o f compliance w ith Party regulations such as 
the Party Constitution and the code o f conduct for intra-Party politi
cal activities. T he ir prim ary tasks are to uphold the Central Com m it
tee^ authority and its centralized, unified leadership, and im plem ent 
it in  strengthening discipline, exercising scrutiny, carrying out inspec
tions and regulating the accountability system. They should extend 
reform  o f the discipline inspection system by transform ing its func
tions and methods to create new approaches, new initiatives and new 
measures. They should also strengthen the supervisory role o f  disci
pline inspection departments in  colleges and state-owned enterprises, 
opening up a new page o f discipline inspection and supervision work.

D iscip line  enforcers m ust first discipline themselves. D iscipline  
inspection and supervision  teams are bestowed w ith  great pow er 
and carry a heavy responsibility. They are a key target o f people w ith  
ulterior m otives. D iscipline inspection and supervision departments 
at all levels must discipline themselves w ith higher standards, observe
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and punishing corruption.
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Strengthen the Party and Its Organizational 

Line in the New Era*

J u l j 3 f 2 0 1 8

I  em phasized at the Party’s 19th N ational Congress that o f the 
great struggle, great project, great cause, and great dream, the great 
project o f strengthening the Party itse lf plays the decisive role. To  
successfully carry out the great social revolution  o f  upholding and 
developing socialism w ith Chinese characteristics in  the new era, our 
Party must have the courage to reform  itself and become stronger.

W e have achieved remarkable results in  strengthening Party disci
pline since the 18th C P C  N ation a l Congress in  2012, but we still 
have a long way to go. W e are still to go through the Pour TTests and 
to overcome the Four Risks; they are protracted and tough. The root 
causes underm ining the Party’s pioneering nature are com plex. W hile  
prom inent problem s such as unw holesom e th in k in g , o rganization  
and conduct and petty politics in  the Party have not yet been fu lly  
resolved, new ones continue to arise.

Some Party members and officials do not abide by political disci
pline and rules, g round lessly c ritic iz in g  the C entra l C om m ittee^  
m ajor policies, feigning com pliance, and practicing duplicity. Some 
waver in  their ideals and convictions, having doubts about com m u
nism. Some lose their faith in  M arxism -Leninism  and instead believe 
in ghosts and gods, experiencing drastic changes in  their worldview, 
their oudook on life, and their values. Some lack drive in their w ork, 
ducking responsibility and shying away from  action, in  order to avoid 
mistakes. T o play safe, they neither stand in  the fore to avoid the 
lim elight, nor stay in  the rear. Some have a penchant fo r fo rm in g

* Part o f the speech at the C P C ^ N ational Conference on O rganizational W ork.

597



598

cliques and factions, cultivating connections o r currying favors with 
higher-ups for personal benefit. Some lack resolution o r commitment 
in  addressing undesirable w ork practices, using artifice o r taking a 
perfunctory approach to deal w ith issues such as favoring form  over 
substance, bureaucratism , hedonism  and extravagance. Some abuse 
power for personal gain and become corrupt and degenerate, refusing 
to restrain themselves in  spite o f repeated warnings from  the Central 
Com m ittee. Some grassroots Party organizations are dysfunctional,

weak, ineffective or marginalized, and these problems have not been’
p ro p e rly  addressed. Som e places have seen unbalanced and inad
equate developm ent o f their talent, faUing to unleash their potential 
fo r creativity. Some places neglect reality in  bringing in  high-caliber 
personnel, paying too much attention to their num ber, academic titles, 
and nationality. Some places and entities lack the awareness to enforce 
proper Party discipline, failing to fu lfill their responsibilities, and even 
refusing o r disdaining to w ork towards strengthening the Party.

These problem s severely underm ine the Party’s unity and solidar
ity and adversely affect its cause and the people’s interests.

The great social revolution is being carried out in  the new era by 
the people under the leadership o f the Party. W e should be fuHy aware 
that never before has it covered such a wide range o f social sectors, 
affected so m any interest groups, touched upon so m any severe prob
lems, involved so m any institutional barriers, and faced such compH- 
cated circumstances. W e m ust enhance our risk awareness and sense 
o f responsibility to ensure that the self-reform  o f the Party is carried 
through to the end.

D eng X iaop in g  once pointed out, “The im plem entation o f the
correct p o litica l line m ust be ensured by a correct organizational

line. 〇 ur Party has always m ade its organ izational line serve its
poUtical Hne. The program  it adopted at its F irst N ational Congress 
in  1921 specified the prin cip les fo r its o rgan ization a l w ork. T he

concept of “organizational line” was established at the Sixth National
Congress in  1928. A t the G utian M eeting held in  1929, a requirem ent

was set to “ transform  Party organizations to make them  capable o f
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fulfilling the P arty^ p o litica l tasks?,2. A t the Sixth P lenary Session 
of the Sixth Central Com m ittee in  1938, M ao Zedong pointed out, 
^Cadres are a decisive factor, once the political line is determ ined.
H e defined “appointing people on their m erits”  as the key principle m

appointing and prom oting officials and upoHtical integrity and profes
sional capability,? as the standards to be applied. A fte r the founding  
of the Peopled RepubUc o f China in  1949, in  Une w ith the needs o f  
the socialist revolution and developm ent, our Party emphasized that 
officials in  all positions m ust be socialist-m inded and professionally 

competent.
A fte r  the T h ird  P le n a ry  Session o f  the 11th C P C  C e n tra l 

Committee in  1978, D eng X iaoping said, uW e must guarantee Chinas
stability and th e  realization o f the four m odernizations by follow ing

the correct organizational Une.>,4 H e also set forth  requirem ents for 
selecting officials: They should be m ore revolutionary, younger, better 
educated, and m ore professionally competent.

<£W hen the line o f a fishing net is held up, all the meshes w ill be 
open. W hen the fundam ental principles are upheld, all w ork w ill fall 
in place.,,s The organizational line is instrum ental in  upholding Party 
leadership and strengthening the Party and its w ork. I  now  define the 
Party^ organizational line fo r the new era as follows:

• fully em brace the Thought on Socialism w ith Chinese Charac-

tens tics for a N ew  Era;
• w ith a focus on im proving the organizational system, train high- 

cdiber officials w ho are loyal to the Party, have m oral integrity, 
and demonstrate a keen sense o f responsibility;

• gather talented people w ho are patriotic and dedicated, evalu
ate them  in term s o f both political integrity and professional 
competence, w ith priority given to integrity, and appoint people 
on their merits; and

• guarantee a strong organization in  upholding and strengthening

overall Party leadership and in  adhering to developing socialism  
w ith Chinese characteristics.

The Party5s organizational line in  the new era is both theoretical
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and applicable; it must be fully im plem ented in  the great new p r o je c t  

o f strengthening the Party and its self-governance.

Notes

1 D e n g  X ia o p in g : ^E xce rp ts  fro m  T a lks  G ive n  in  W uchang, S henzhen, Z huha i

an d  S h a n g h a i '  J d  約而 y  中也 V o l. I l l ,  Eng_ e d .， F o re ig n  Languages  
P ress, B e ijin g , 1994, p. 367.

M ao  Z ed o n g : R e so lu tio n  o f  th e  N in th  P a rty  C ongress o f  the  F o u rth  A rm y  

o f  the  Red A rm y ^ , C o lle c te d  W o r k s  o f  M a o  Z e d o n g , V o l. I ,  C h in , ed., P eople 's P ub lish 

in g  H ouse , B e ijin g , 1993, p. 88.

J M a o  Z e d o n g : uT h e  R o le  o f  th e  C h inese  C o m m u n is t P a rty  in  th e  N a tio n a l 

W ar S e le c te d  W o r k s  o f  M a o  Z e d o n g , V o l. I I ,  E ng . ed., F o re ig n  Languages Press B ei

jin g , 1965, p. 202.

D e n g  X ia o p in g : ^ h e  O rg a n iz a tio n a l L in e  G uarantees the  Im p le m e n ta tio n  o f 

the  Id e o lo g ic a l and P o litic a l L in e s>,, S e le c te d  W o r k s  o f  D e n g  X ia o p in g , V o l. I I ,  E ng . ed., 

F o re ig n  Languages Press, B e ijin g , 1995, p. 200.

5 Y ang Q uan: D is c o u r s e  o n  T r u th  a n d  M a t t e r  { W u  U  L u n ) . Y ang Q u a n  (dates u n 

kn o w n ) was a p h ilo s o p h e r d u rin g  th e  W estern  J in  D yn a s ty  (265-317).

Cultivate Officials with Firm Conviction, 
Political Commitment, Professional Competence, 

and Proper Conduct*

M a r c h  1 , 2 0 1 9

T he training and selection o f outstanding young officials is o f  
great im portance to the future o f  our Party, ou r country and our 
nation as well as the wellbeing o f our people. Party officials, especially 
younger ones like you , should have a thorough understanding and 
good com m and o f theories and strengthen your ideals and convic
tions through study. Y ou should remain true to our original aspiration 
and founding m ission as Party members, apply what you have learned 
in your w ork, acquire further knowledge through practice, im prove  
yourselves through self-reflection, and fa ithfu lly fo llow  our Party s 
principles and discipline; you should take the lead in  shouldering your 
responsibilities by applying what you have learned to your actions. 
You should m aintain loyalty to the Party, be grateful to the people, 
revere the law and discipline, and advance your career w ith enterprise. 
This means you should be firm  in  ideals and convictions, m aintain 
political integrity and professional competence, and be disciplined.

W ith ou t a thorough understanding o f theory, it is im possible to 
have a firm  political stance and stay true to our Party s m ission. Party 
offic ia ls m ust equip them selves w ith  M arxist theories. O u r Party 
governs a large country w ith  a popu lation  o f close to 1.4 b illio n , 
faces challenging dom estic and in te rn a tion a l environm ents, and  
shoulders weighty m ission. W ithou t a good understanding o f theory,

* M ain points o f the speech at the opening cerem ony o f a training program  for younger 
officials at the Central Party School (N ational Academ y o f  Governance) during its 2019 

spring semester.
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it is difficult to  overcom e risks and  challenges and  m ake continuous 

p ro g ress . We sh o u ld  th u s s tre n g th e n  th eo re tica l study, m aste r  and 

apply dialectical and  historical m aterialism , in  particu lar the  M arxist 

stance, v iew p o in t and  m e th o d o lo g y  as applied  to  them , and  gain  a 

th o ro u g h  understand ing  o f  the principles o f  governance by the Party, 

the established practices o f  building socialism, and the laws underly

ing social progress.

P arty  officials shou ld  study  th eo ry  in  a com prehensive , system 

atic and  tim ely fashion, and  apply it to  practice. W h en  studying  the 

T h o u g h t o n  Socialism  w ith  C hinese C haracteristics fo r a N ew  E ra, 

we should  gain a full u n derstand ing  o f  its im portance  to  o u r era, to

t h e  P a r t y ’s  t h e o r y  a n d  p r a c t i c e ， a n d  t o  t h e  w o r l d ， a n d  i t s  u n d e r l y i n g

m essage and  requirem ents. O u r  theoretical study should  be  problem - 

o rien ted  and  closely c o n n ec ted  w ith  o u r  new  p rac tices in  th e  new  

era, o u r th inking and actual work. We should  reflect o n  w hat we have 

learned, develop an in -dep th  understand ing  o f  it, and  know  n o t only 

the how s b u t also the whys. T h e  m o st effective way to  study theory  

is to  read  th e  orig inal w orks an d  articles, and  fully u n d e rs tan d  the

p r i n c i p l e s .  W e  n e e d  t o  s t u d y ,  r e m e m b e r ， a n d  p o n d e r  o v e r  s u b j e c t s  o f

learn ing , co n d u c t in -d ep th  research , and  guide o u r  daily w o rk  w ith  

study, so th a t learning, reflection , and  application are in teg rated  and 

th at know ledge strengthens faith and  guides practice.

T h e  id ea ls  a n d  c o n v ic tio n s  o f  th e  C h in e se  C o m m u n is ts  are  

founded  o n  a com prehensive understand ing  o f  M arxism  and the laws 

govern ing  historical developm ent. H isto ry  and  experiences have time 

and again proved  th a t i f  a party  stays true  to  its ideals and aspirations, 

it will rem ain invincible and rise th ro u g h  hardships and  adversity. I f  an 

official is firm  in ideals and convictions, he  o r she will have a b roader 

vision, keep to  the  co rrec t political d irection, and <frem ain  as steadfast 

as a peak  in  the face o f  s to rm ” • T h ere fo re ， we should  stay tru e  to  our 
faith, o therw ise we m ay go  astray.

T h e  yardstick  to  judge w h e th e r an  official has s tro n g  ideals and 

co n v ic tio n s  is to  see i f  he  o r  she  is loyal to  o u r  Party. A n  official 

should  be  loyal, h o n est, and  responsib le , w ith  loyalty always com ing

C ultiva te  O fficia ls w ith  F irm  C onviction 603

first. B eing  loyal to  o u r  P arty  m eans w e sh o u ld  en h an ce  th e  F o u r 

C onsciousnesses, re in fo rce  th e  F ou r-sp h ere  C onfidence , ensure  the 

Two U pholds, strictly observe  o u r political discipline and  rules, and  

follow the central Party  leadership in  term s o f  political stance, direc

tion , p rinc ip les and  p a th . T h is  c o m m itm e n t m u st b e  h ea rtfe lt and  

firm  at any tim e and  u n d er any circum stance. Loyalty to  the  Party and 

faith in  M arxism  d em an d  co ncre te  actions. We sh o u ld  never fo rget 

to  check w h eth er w e com ply  w ith  the  Party  C o n stitu tion , rules, and 

discipline in term s o f  ideals, convictions, sta tem ents and  deeds, beat 

the dust o f f  ou r soul, and rem ain  tru e  C om m unists.

N ever forget w hy w e started , and we can accom plish  o u r m ission. 

T h e  70 th  anniversary  o f  th e  fo u n d in g  o f  th e  P eo p led  R epublic o f  

China is the best tim e to  carry  o u t the A sp ira tion  and  M ission educa

tion cam paign. All officials should  bear in m ind  the original aspiration 

and founding  m ission o f  ou r Party, so th a t we can aim  high and  have 

an inexhaustib le  source  o f  asp ira tion  fo r o u r  endeavors. We shou ld  

ho ld  the people dearest in  ou r hearts. Sticking together, m aintaining a 

close b o n d , and  sharing weal and w oe w ith  the  peop le  -  this is w hat 

enables ou r Party  to  overcom e all difficulties and  dangers. W ithou t the 

su p p o rt o f  the  people, we can accom plish nothing. We should  keep in
mind that the people  are the  true  heroes; a t no tim e should  we forget

w h o m  w e serve, w h o m  w e rely o n , an d  w h o  w e are, an d  w e m u st 

forge a true  b o n d  w ith  the  people.

T h e  nature o f  a political party  o r a go v ern m en t is determ ined  by 

w h o m  it serves and  w h o m  it relies o n  fo r su p p o rt. All o f  o u r o ffi

cials m ust adhere to  the  P arty^  com m itm en t to  building itself for the 

public  g o o d  and  exercising  p o w er fo r th e  peop le . We sh o u ld  learn  

fro m  th e  p eo p le  w ith  hum ility, tru ly  take o n  resp o n sib ility  fo r the  

people, passionately serve the  people, and  sincerely subject ourselves 

to  th e ir  scru tiny . W e n eed  to  lo o k  to  th e  p e o p le  as o u r  teach e rs , 

learn  fro m  them , stay engaged  w ith  th em , an d  know  w h a t they  are 

co n cern ed  ab ou t. W e sh o u ld  co n d u c t in -d e p th  research  to  iden tify  

p ro m in en t p rob lem s and  difficulties faced by the  people, heed  their 

views, and  ex tend  their g o o d  practices. We shou ld  always care fo r the
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p eo p le , w o rk  fo r th e m ， an d  deliver b en e fit to  them . W h en  analyz

ing  and  addressing  issues o r  m aking  decisions, we shou ld  share the
c o n c e r n s  o f  t h e  p e o p l e .  W e  s h o u l d  h e l p  t h e  p e o p l e  s o l v e  p r o b l e m s ,  

c a t e r  f o r  t h e i r  w e l l b e i n g ,  a n d  s e e  t h a t  t h e y  a r e  s a t i s f i e d  w i t h  w h a t  t h e y  

h a v e  g a i n e d  a n d  f e e l  s e c u r e .  W e  s h o u l d  h a v e  a  s t r o n g  s e n s e  o f  p o l i t i 

c a l  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  a n d  m i s s i o n ,  r e m a i n  c o m m i t t e d  t o  o u r  g r e a t  s t r u g g l e ,  

g r e a t  p r o j e c t ,  g r e a t  c a u s e  a n d  g r e a t  d r e a m ,  a n d  a d v a n c e  t h e  c a u s e  o f  

C h i n a s  p r o s p e r i t y  a n d  r e j u v e n a t i o n  a n d  t h e  w e l l b e i n g  o f  o u r  p e o p l e  

w i t h  d e d i c a t i o n .

S e l f - c u l t i v a t i o n  i s  e s s e n t i a l  t o  t h e  p e r f o r m a n c e  o f  d u t i e s  o f  o f f i 

c i a l s .  A n  o f f i c i a l ^  m o r a l  i n t e g r i t y  a n d  c o m m i t m e n t  t o  o u r  P a r t y  d o  n o t  

g r o w  s i m p l y  b e c a u s e  t h e  y e a r s  o f  t h e i r  P a r t y  m e m b e r s h i p  o r  p u b l i c  

s e r v i c e  i n c r e a s e ,  o r  a s  t h e y  a r e  p r o m o t e d  t o  h i g h e r  p o s t s .  T h e r e f o r e  

t h e y  s h o u l d  s t r e n g t h e n  s e l f - c u l t i v a t i o n ,  s e l f - r e s t r a i n t  a n d  s e l f - r e f o r m .  

T h e  T h o u g h t  o n  S o c i a l i s m  w i t h  C h i n e s e  C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  f o r  a  N e w  

E r a  s e t s  o u t  n o t  o n l y  i m p o r t a n t  g u i d e l i n e s  f o r  o u r  P a r t y ^  e x e r c i s e  o f  

g o v e r n a n c e ,  b u t  a l s o  r e q u i r e m e n t s  f o r  P a r t y  m e m b e r s  i n  t e r m s  o f  

p o l i t i c a l  i n t e g r i t y ,  v a l u e s ,  e t h i c s ,  a n d  a p p r o a c h  t o  w o r k .  W e  s h o u l d  

r e m a i n  f i r m  i n  o u r  f a i t h ,  s t r e n g t h e n  p o l i t i c a l  c o m m i t m e n t ,  o b e y  p o l i t i 

c a l  r u l e s ,  a n d  e n h a n c e  o u r  p o l i t i c a l  a w a r e n e s s  a n d  i n t e g r i t y .

O n e Js  m o r a l  c h a r a c t e r  d e m o n s t r a t e s  o n e ^  e t h i c a l  s t a n d a r d s .  S e l f 

l e s s  d e v o t i o n  a n d  b e i n g  o p e n  a n d  a b o v e  b o a r d  a r e  o u r  d e f i n i n g  q u a l i 

t i e s  a s  C o m m u n i s t s ,  a n d  t h e y  a r e  q u a l i t i e s  t h a t  w e  o f f i c i a l s  s h o u l d  

c u l t i v a t e  a n d  k e e p .  W e  o f f i c i a l s  s h o u l d  m a i n t a i n  h i g h  e t h i c a l  s t a n d a r d s  

a n d  f o l l o w  C o n f u c i u s 5 a d v i c e :  ^ W h e n  y o u  m e e t  p e o p l e  o f  v i r t u e  a n d  

w i s d o m ,  t h i n k  h o w  y o u  s h o u l d  l e a r n  t o  e q u a l  t h e m ;  w h e n  y o u  m e e t  

p e o p l e  w i t h  p o o r  m o r a l  s t a n d a r d s ,  r e m i n d  y o u r s e l v e s  a g a i n s t  s u c h  

b e h a v i o r .  W e  s h o u l d  d r a w  a  l i n e  b e t w e e n  p u b l i c  a n d  p r i v a t e  i n t e r e s t s ,  

j u s t i c e  a n d  b e n e f i t ,  r i g h t  a n d  w r o n g ,  r e c t i t u d e  a n d  e v i l ,  a n d  h a r d  w o r k  

a n d  h e d o n i s m .  W e  s h o u l d  d e d i c a t e  o u r s e l v e s  t o  o u r  g r e a t  c a u s e  r a t h e r  

t h a n  s e e k i n g  h i g h e r  p o s t s .  W e  s h o u l d  b e  o p e n - m i n d e d ,  a n d  w e  s h o u l d  

w o r k  f o r  t h e  P a r t y  a n d  t h e  p e o p l e  r a t h e r  t h a n  s e e k i n g  p r o m o t i o n  a n d  

p e r s o n a l  g a i n .

W e  o f f i c i a l s  s h o u l d  c u l t i v a t e  m o r a l  i n t e g r i t y ,  a c t  i n  g o o d  f a i t h ,  a n d
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m a i n t a i n  s e l f - r e s p e c t ,  g o o d  c o n d u c t  a n d  a  h e a l t h y  l i f e s t y l e .  I n  p a r t i c u -  

l a r ， w e  s h o u l d  s t r e n g t h e n  s e l f - d i s c i p l i n e  a n d  g u a r d  a g a i n s t  t e m p t a 

t i o n s .  I f  o n e  c a n n o t  m a i n t a i n  i n t e g r i t y  a n d  s e l f - d i s c i p l i n e ， o n e  i s

d o o m e d  t o  f a i l u r e .  W e  s h o u l d  r e a l i z e  t h a t  i n c o r r u p t i b i l i t y  i s  a  b l e s s i n g

and greed a curse. To remain incorruptible, one should take the right:

a t t i t u d e  t o w a r d s  p o w e r ,  p o s i t i o n ,  a n d  i n t e r e s t s ,  r e m a i n  s o b e r - m i n d e d ,  

a n d  m a i n t a i n  g o o d  c o n d u c t  a t  a l l  t i m e s .  W e  s h o u l d  a d o p t  t h e  r i g h t  

a p p r o a c h  t o  o u r  j o b  p e r f o r m a n c e .  W e  s h o u l d  c o n t r i b u t e  o u r  s h a r e  t o  

o u r  c a u s e  w i t h o u t  c l a i m i n g  c r e d i t  f o r  i t s  s u c c e s s .  W e  s h o u l d  h a m m e r  

a w a y  u n t i l  a  j o b  i s  d o n e ,  a n d  b e  d o w n - t o - e a r t h  i n  o u r  a p p r o a c h  t o  

w o r k .

We should arm ourselves with our Party’s theories and use them

t o  g u i d e  a n d  e n h a n c e  o u r  w o r k .  W e  s h o u l d  s t u d y  i n  d e p t h  t h e s e  t h e o 

r i e s ,  g a i n  a  t h o r o u g h  u n d e r s t a n d i n g  o f  t h e m ,  a n d  p u t  t h e m  t o  g o o d  

u s e .  W e  m u s t  r e m e m b e r  t h a t  e m p t y  t a l k  h a r m s  t h e  c o u n t r y ,  w h i l e  

h a r d  w o r k  m a k e s  i t  f l o u r i s h .  W e  s h o u l d  m a t c h  o u r  w o r d s  w i t h  d e e d s  

a n d  d e l i v e r  o u t c o m e s .  W e  s h o u l d  t a k e  a  f i r m  s t a n d  o n  m a j o r  i s s u e s  

o f  p r i n c i p l e ,  r i s e  t o  c h a l l e n g e s  a n d  c r i s e s ,  a c c e p t  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y  f o r  

m i s t a k e s ,  a n d  r e s o l u t e l y  f i g h t  a g a i n s t  u n h e a l t h y  t e n d e n c i e s .  W e  s h o u l d

be like t h e  s t u r d y  g r a s s  t h a t  w i t h s t a n d s  h i g h  w i n d s  a n d  t r u e  g o l d  t h a t

s t a n d s  t h e  t e s t  o f  f i r e .  T h e r e  i s  n o  e a s y  w a y  t o  c u l t i v a t e  t h e s e  q u a l i 

t i e s .  O n l y  b y  f a c i n g  u p  t o  t h e  s t o r m  a n d  e x p l o r i n g  t h e  n e w  w o r l d  c a n  

w e  o f f i c i a l s  e n h a n c e  o u r  p e r f o r m a n c e .  W e  s h o u l d  a c t  r a t h e r  t h a n  j u s t  

u t t e r i n g  e m p t y  r h e t o r i c .  W c  s h o u l d  w o r k  h a r d  t o  s u r m o u n t  d i f f i c u l 

t i e s ,  s t e e l  o u r s e l v e s  t h r o u g h  h a r d s h i p s ,  a n d  i n c r e a s e  o u r  c a p a b i l i t i e s  

t h r o u g h  w o r k  o n  t h e  g r o u n d .

T he b e s t  w a y  t o  t e s t  a n  o f f i c i a l ’s  c o m m i t m e n t  t o  t h e  P a r t y  a n d

p e r f o r m a n c e  i s  t o  s e e  i f  h e  o r  s h e  i s  r e a d y  t o  t a k e  o n  r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s .  

A  s t r o n g  s e n s e  o f  r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  t h e  c o u r a g e  t o  c o n f r o n t  d i f f i c u l t i e s ,  

a n d  m o r e  s k i l l s  a r e  w h a t  w e  n e e d  t o  a c c o m p l i s h  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  e n d e a v 

o r s :  c a r r y  o u t  t h e  F i v e - s p h e r e  I n t e g r a t e d  P l a n  a n d  t h e  F o u r - p r o n g e d  

C o m p r e h e n s i v e  S t r a t e g y  i n  a  c o o r d i n a t e d  m a n n e r ,  a c t  o n  t h e  n e w  

d e v e l o p m e n t  p h i l o s o p h y ,  w i n  t h e  t h r e e  c r i t i c a l  b a t t l e s  a g a i n s t  m a j o r  

r i s k s ,  p o v e r t y ,  a n d  p o l l u t i o n ,  e n s u r e  s t e a d y  g r o w t h ,  p r o m o t e  r e f o r m ,
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make structural adjustm ents, im prove peopled lives, guard against 
nsks, and m aintain social stabiHty. We should demonstrate our loyalty
to the Party and the people by com pleting im portant tasks and meet- 
m g challenges.

Notes

W  \Y?Urv U：c S〇nf  〇f Thatched Cottage Broken by the Autumn W ind" (Mao 
Wu Wei Q iu Feng Suo Po Ge). v

G oals o f  the A spiration  and M ission  
Education  Campaign*

M aj! 31,2019

T he C P C  C entral C om m ittee has defined clear requirem ents, 
targets, tasks, methods, and a timeframe for the Aspiration and M ission 
education campaign. A ll provincial authorities and central departments 
need to have an accurate understanding o f  them , and take active, 
targeted and context-based measures to ensure the desired results.

First, the requirements.
The requirements o f this campaign -  staying true to our original 

aspiration and founding m ission, identifying areas o f im provem ent, 
and enforcing im plem entation -  are based on the task o f strengthen
ing the Party in  the new era and addressing the existing problem s.

T o stay true to our orig in a l aspiration, we m ust rem em ber the 
fundam ental purpose o f serving the people w holeheartedly, rem ain 
true to the original aspiration w ith strong convictions, and remember 
that peopled desire fo r a better life must be the focus o f our efforts. 
N o u rish in g  the aspiration w ith  genuine com passion and concern  
for the people, we must never forget that our Party comes from  the 
people and is rooted in  them , and that their support is a source o f  
inexhaustible strength propelling  us to advance and gain victories. 
W orking to make the aspiration come true as servants o f the people, 
we must always remem ber that we Com m unists rely on the people to 
survive, that we must serve them and never distance ourselves from  
them, and that we must never make light o f them , ignore them or be 
indifferent to their difficulties.

* Part of the speech at the Conference on the Aspiration and Mission Education Cam
paign.
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T o stay true to our m ission, we m ust rem em ber that our Party 
m ust respond to the historic challenge o f national rejuvenation. We 
need to be bold in  taking on responsibilities, act proactively, and plan 
fo r our cause under sound and practical guidelines and w ith foresight. 
W e should face up to risks and challenges, know  our responsibilities 
and fu lfill them , and overcom e all difficulties and barriers on our way 
forw ard w ith perseverance and a selfless, dauntless spirit. This way, we 
w ill be able to gain experience and w isdom , and grow  stronger and 
m ore capable through trials and tribulations.

To identify  areas o f  im provem ent, we m ust check our conduct

against the Thought on Socialism w ith Chinese Characteristics for a
N ew  E ra , against the Central Committee's decisions and plans, against 
the Party Constitution and rules, against the peopled new aspirations, 
and against role models and pacesetters around us, and we must disci- 
pUne ourselves by setting high standards. W e need to identify areas 
o f im provem ent in  enhancing the Four Consciousnesses, reinforc
ing the Four-sphere Confidence, and ensuring the Two Upholds. We 
need to identify areas o f im provem ent in  having respect fo r discipline 
and upholding principles, in  putting the people first, thinking in  their 
shoes, and serving them , and in  im p ro v in g  our p o litica l integrity, 
capability and competence, m oral standards, and conduct. A n d  then 
we should take specific and targeted measures to rectify problem s and 
im prove perform ance.

T o enforce im p lem en ta tion , we m ust app ly the T h o u g h t on
Socialism  w ith  Chinese C haracteristics fo r a N ew  E ra  in  all our
endeavors to prom ote re fo rm , developm ent, and stability, and in  
strengthening the Party. W e must see that in  staying true to our origi
nal aspiration and found ing  m ission, Party m em bers and officials  
forge ahead w ith determ ination, pioneer our cause w ith solid w ork, 
and act conscientiously. To do this, we must avoid favoring form  over 
substance and bureaucratism. We must ensure fliU im plem entation o f  
the Party^ guidelines and policies, address issues o f m ajor concern to 
the public, and continue to enhance people's sense o f gain, happiness 
and security.
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We must understand that these requirem ents are interconnected 
and w ork as a whole throughout the campaign.

Second, the tasks and targets.
In  this campaign our m ajor tasks are to gain a fu ll understanding 

of and im plem ent the T hought on Socialism  w ith Chinese Charac
teristics for a New  E ra , forge a political character o f loyalty, integrity, 
and responsibility, and unite w ith and guide all the people to strive for 
the realization o f our great dream. The specific targets are to make 
sure that Party members and officials benefit from  theoretical studies, 
enhance their political awareness, readily take on responsibilities in  
starting new endeavors, serve the people and address their concerns, 
and act as role m odels o f clean governance. These tasks and targets 
embody the fundam ental requirem ents fo r Party members and o ffi
cials in  the new era in  areas o f thought, political awareness, conduct, 
ability, and clean governm ent.

T o benefit from  theoretica l studies, the key is to guide Party 
members and officials to make further progress, and extend their 
understanding o f the Thought on Socialism w ith Chinese Character
istics for a N ew  E ra  and the Central Com m ittee^ guidelines and po li
cies. W e must dig deep in to  the theories to understand them in  full, be 
more active and resolute in  applying them , and enhance the ability to
use the Party’s new theories to guide our w ork.

To enhance political awareness, the key is to guide Party members 
and officials to reaffirm  their faith in  M arxism  and Chinese social
ism , and carry on the P arty^ legacy. W e need to enhance the Four 
Consciousnesses, reinforce the Four-sphere Confidence, and ensure 
the Tw o U p h o ld s. W e need to stay consistent w ith  the C entra l 
Com m ittee in  po litica l princip les, thought and action, and always 
remain loyal to the Party, the people, and M arxism .

T o readily take on responsibilities in  starting new endeavors, the 
key is to guide Party members and officials to be fully aware o f their 
political responsibility and historic m ission, to w ork hard, and to waste 
no time in  furthering our cause no matter what difficulties lie ahead. 
Like a hammer driving a nail, we need to do solid w ork and abandon
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all thoughts o f playing safe o r m uddling along, avoid token efforts, 
never shirk responsibilities and neglect our duties，and deliver results 
that are recognized by the people and withstand the test o f time.

T o  serve the people and address their concerns, the key is to 
guide Party m em bers and offic ia ls to  always put the people first, 
seek people-centered developm ent, forge closer ties w ith the people, 
and think and act in  the peopled interests. W e need to focus on the 
people’s concerns，and gain their trust by w orking for their benefit.

T o act as ro le  m odels o f  in teg rity , the key is to guide Party 
members and officials to serve the people and be pragmatic，clean and 
honest. W e need to balance w ork and personal life, the greater good 
and individual interests, right and w rong, personal favors and the law, 
affin ity w ith businesses and integrity o f office, frugality and extrava- 
gance，w ork and leisure，and gains and losses. W e must fight against: 
the pursuit o f  privilege in any form , prevent and com bat corruption, 
and be clean and honest in  office and daily life.

T h ird ，key measures.
This campaign is not divided into stages. This does not mean we 

can low er our standards. O n  the contrary, we must reach higher. A ll 
provincia l authorities and central departm ents need to be creative 
in  carrying out the cam paign based on the local context. A ll Party 
m em bers and officials need to study, research, identify and rectify 
problem s throughout the w hole campaign for the best possible effect.

Som e prom inent intra-P arty problem s are caused by id eo log i
cal deficiency. A ll our m ajor education campaigns since the Y an^n  
Rectification M ovem ent1 in  the 1940s have prioritized ideological and 
theoretical guidance. In  the current campaign, we need to strengthen 
theoretical studies, and focus on ro o t causes o f  those problem s. 
Party members and officials need to read and study works o f M arx
ism , understand its basic tenets, examine themselves against our goals 
and standards, and prom ptly rectify any deviation. W e need to set up 
theory study groups fo r leading officials and reading groups fo r Party 
m embers, and discussion sessions fo r exchanges on different topics. 
M ore means need to be em ployed to educate Party members and o ffi
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cials on our revolutionary traditions, our current situation, and our 
policies, and to introduce role models on the one hand and cases that 
can serve as a w arning on the other. A ll this needs to be m ore target
ed, effective and appealing. W e need to tell the stories o f role models 
who hold fast to the Party’s ideals and convictions, remain true to its 
original aspiration and founding m ission, and readily take on respon
sibilities, so as to encourage Party members and officials to learn from
them and become role m odels themselves.

''There is no use in  reading 10,000 books i f  we cannot even put 
one o f their words into practice/52 Party members and officials must 
understand peopled lives and needs and keep abreast o f the real situ
ation, identify problem s and their causes, and come up w ith feasible 
solutions to d ifficu lt issues. Research m ust produce solid  results, 
and help us better understand the Party^ new theories and maintain 
close ties w ith the people — it needs to serve and facilitate out cause. 
We cannot research fo r the sake o f it. W e cannot be perfunctory in  
research o r all rush to one and the same place fo r research purposes, 
nor can we make a show o f research.

T he courage to face up to problem s and correct mistakes is a
prom inent feature and strength o f our Party. Party members and offi- 
cials need to be bold  in  reform ing themselves. They need to w idely
solicit opinions, examine their conduct, reflect on problem s, and find  
the root causes, so as to know  where to im prove and how  to im prove. 
N o  one should brush o ff defects casually, downgrade the severity o f  
problem s, o r avoid key issues and real problem s. Problem s pointed  
out by higher levels should not serve to mask problem s discovered 
through self-inspection; problem s o f the collective leadership should 
not serve to m ask problem s o f ind ividua l m em bers; problem s o f  
other people should not serve to mask problem s o f our own; p rob
lem s in  w ork  and p ro fession a l com petence should  n o t serve to  
mask problem s in  political com m itm ent; and problem s o f the past 
should not serve to mask the problem s o f today. W hen  a problem  
is p inpointed, targeted measures need to be provided to address it 
effectively.
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“ It  is m ost p itifu l that one does not know  one’s m istakes，and 
those w ho know  but do not change have no courage.” 3 Rectification 
is key. W hen  a problem  is found, it needs to be corrected at once. 
A  tim e lim it needs to be set for problem s that we expect to resolve 
quickly, and the requirem ents m ust be m et before  the deadline. 
Those that cannot be resolved soon need to be kept on the radar, 
and follow ed up w ith conscientious and continuous efforts directed 
towards targets set for different stages. Rectification cannot be a one- 
o ff process. W e must be quick to take real action and avoid procrasti
nation, em pty talk, and falsification. Enforcing  accountability does not 
mean sim ply blam ing officials w orking at the com m unity level，and no 
m ore form  filling needs to be im posed on low er levels in  the name o f 
rectification. The education campaign needs to offer guidance on the 
placement o f officials. Leading bodies and officials need to be evalu
ated in  terms o f political and theoretical awareness, conduct, and the 
ability to perform  duties. Capable and upright officials should achieve 
faster prom otion, and those w ho are disloyal to the Party, corrupt in 
office, o r fail to fu lfill their duties must be investigated o r removed. 
W e must prom ote the able, dem ote the incapable, and discharge the 
poorest perform ers.

In  recent years，in response to people’s concerns，we have carried 
out program s against such m isconduct as w ining and dining at public 
expense，using public-flinded cars above one’多 designated grade，and 
putting up office buildings and other facilities w ithout authorization. 
These program s have clear targets and have proved effective in  solv
ing problem s. In  the current education campaign, special program s are 
a key element and must be enforced throughout the w hole process. 
In  addition to Central Com m ittee planning, all provincial authorities, 
central departments and m ajor state-owned enterprises should make a 
list o f their m ain problem s and address them w ith force. The results 
o f these program s need to be made public, and violations o f Party 
discipline o r the law must be dealt w ith.

Before the education campaign ends, leaderships at and above the 
county level need to have m eetings fo r criticism  and self-criticism .
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Self-criticism  needs to be specific about our problem s and needs 
t〇 touch underlying questions. W hen  critic izin g  our coUeagues we 
need to be direct in pointing out their problem s, to make them flus 
with embarrassment and help them scour away their Uls. W e must be 
gratified w hen to ld  o f our errors; we m ust not shy away from  our 
shortcom ings. W e m ust accom m odate different opinions and sharp

criticism.

Notes

1 This refers to a Marxist education campaign inside the CPC from 1942 to 
1945 Its main aims were: to fight against objectivism in order to improve theoreti
cal study; to fight against sectarianism in order to improve Party conduct; and to 
fight against ^eight-legged Party essays*' in order to improve wrmng. Through the 
movement the whole Party reaffirmed the practice o f applying the ĥ l̂ 〇n̂  
Marxism to the actual conditions o f China's revoluuon. It  is caUed the Yan an 
fication Movement because the CPC Central Committee was seated m Yan an at the

time. f  u
2 I in  Hong: •■Drinking" (Yin Jiu). I in  Hong (dates unknown) was a poet o f the

Mine Dynasty (1368-1644).
^ H a n  Yu: **Five Adm onitions^ (Wu Zhen). Han Yu (768-824) was a wnter, 

thinker and official o f the Tang Dynasty.



Stay True to the Party’s 
O rig in a l A sp iration  and Founding M ission  

and C arry O u t Self-Reform *

June 24, 2019

In  response to the sweeping A sp iration  and M ission education 
cam paign, the Political Bureau is hold ing today its 15th group study 
session on ''staying true to the PartyJs original aspiration and found
ing m ission and carrying out self-reform 59 w ith a view  to m otivating 
Party members to remain true to its original aspiration, take on their 
responsibilities, identify areas o f  im provem ent, and enforce im ple
m entation based on a review o f the historical experience o f our Party 
and the requirements o f the new era. This is also an im portant move 
the Political Bureau is taking to lead this campaign.

H ow  w ill our Party, a party w ith a century o f history, m aintain its 
progressive nature，integrity and vigor? H ow  w ill it always keep the 
trust and support o f the people? H ow  w ill our Party continue to lead 
the country? These are fundam ental questions that we m ust answer 
and solve properly. The requirem ent to stay true to the Party^ original 
aspiration and founding m ission is to rem ind all Party members that 
the Party s nature, ideals, convictions, and goals m anifest themselves 
in  the aspiration and the m ission. The longer our Party is in  power, 
the m ore it should stick to its nature as a M arxist party, the m ore it 
should remem ber its original aspiration and founding m ission, and the 
m ore it should carry out self-reform .

T he orig inal aspiration and found ing m ission o f our Party are

* Speech at the 15th group study session of the Political Bureau of the 19th CPC Cen
tral Committee.
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based on  M arxism . M arx and Engels w rote in  the Manifesto o f the 
Communist Party that, UA11 previous historical movements were m ove
ments o f m inorities, o r in  the interest o f m inorities. The proletar
ian m ovem ent is the self-conscious, independent m ovem ent o f the
immense m ajority，in  the interests o f the im m ense m ajority.” A s a
M arxist party, the C PC  has always taken it as its original aspiration  
and founding m ission, and made it the focus o f its efforts, to w ork  
towards a happy life  fo r the Chinese people and the rejuvenation  
o f the Chinese nation. I f  it failed to stay true to the original aspira
tion and founding m ission, it w ould change its nature and color, lose 
the support o f the people, and fail to survive. O u r Party w ill prevail 
so long as it adheres to its com m itm ent to serving the public good  
and exercising power in  the interests o f the people, ensures that the 
Chinese people are happy, w orks to rejuvenate the Chinese nation, 
examines itse lf, faces up to its m istakes, and fights against all the
problem s that may tarnish its progressive and wholesom e nature or

endanger its health.
In  retrospect, how  could our Party flo u rish  from  sm all roots, 

survive every crucial test, surm ount so m any difficulties, and advance 
from  v ic to ry  to victory? T he fundam ental reason is that our Party 
is always com m itted to its original aspiration and founding m ission 
whether in  good o r bad times and perseveres in  m arching towards its 
goal, w inning wholehearted support o f the people. D uring  the revo
lutionary wars, in  order to w in national independence and peopled  
liberation, our Party led the people to succeed in  the N ew  Dem ocratic 
Revolution and establish the Peopled Republic o f China, and made it 
possible for the people to be the masters o f the country after years o f  
painful struggle. A fte r the founding o f the Peopled Republic, in  order 
to m odernize the country, our Party led the people to establish social
ism as China^ fundamental system and advance socialist construction  
by w orking hard and rising to challenges.

D uring  the years o f prom oting reform , opening up, and socialist 
m odernization, our Party led the people to open up a socialist path 
w ith Chinese characteristics by freeing the m ind and seeking truth
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from  facts, and enabled the country to catch up w ith, and stand proud 
am ong, the nations o f the w orld.

N ow  in  the new era o f socialism  w ith Chinese characteristics, 
we are closer to, m ore confident, and m ore capable than ever before 
o f  m aking national re ju venation  a reality. O u r achievem ents are 
im pressive. This is a reason fo r pride, but never complacency. I  have 
em phasized, uA fte r achieving success it^  not easy to keep the entre
preneurial drive and be m indfu l o f possible problem s; after taking 
power, it^  not easy to stay frugal and restrained; during peacetime, itJs 
not easy to discipline officials, and to prevent corruption  and extrav
agant life; in  the critical m om ents o f reform , it^  not easy to follow  
the tide and the people’s aspirations.”  W e can never allow  ourselves 
to lose our revolutionary spirit and to indulge in  com placency and 
pleasure-seeking amidst flattery and praise. Rather, we must remem 
ber that m idstream  is where the current is the strongest and the road 
halfway up the h ill is steeper. So it is necessary to take ''staying true 
to the Party^ original aspiration and founding m ission,5 as our eter
nal theme in  strengthening the Party, and a lifelong task for all Party 
members and officials.

Staying true to the original aspiration and founding m ission is not 
easy. It  requires us to have a strong sense o f self-reform . W e must 
fu lfill this m ission on the new journey and reform  the Party further in  
the new era to build it into  a vibrant M arxist governing party that is 
always at the forefront o f the times, enjoys the wholehearted support 
o f  the people, has the courage to reform  itself, and is able to w ith
stand all tests.

T h is  year m arks the 70th anniversary o f  the fou n d in g  o f  the 
Peopled Republic o f China, and our Party also celebrates 70 years in  
power. A s the ancient saying goes, <cO ne prospers in  worries and hard
ships, and perishes in  ease and com fort.,?1 N o  external forces but we
alone can beat ourselves. Our ancestors said，“It，s admirable to correct 
one’s mistakes，and it’s not commendable not to make any mistakes.，，2
It  should be noted that as our Party has been in  pow er fo r a long  
period  o f  tim e, factors underm in ing its advanced and w holesom e
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nature are ever-present，and dangers running counter to its founding
mission and weakening its foundation are ubiquitous. Unless we guard 
against these problem s or address them in time, they w ill accumulate 
into bigger and harder ones which cannot be easily solved. Some o f  
them may even lead to disastrous consequences im periling the whole 
country.

Remarkable results have been achieved in  strengthening Party self- 
governance since the 18th CPC N ational Congress in  2012, w inning  
wide acclaim from  the people, but we should not be complacent about 
it. W e should be soberly aware that prom inent problem s o f contam i
nated politics, thinking, organization, and conduct in  our Party have 
not been solved root and branch. Some problem s that have been dealt 
w ith m ight resurface, new problem s are cropping up, and the Four 
Tests and the Four Risks are still com plex and tough. There is a long  
way to go for the Party to reform  itself. W e can never allow ourselves 
to slacken off. The key is not the problem s themselves; it is whether 
we have the w ill and courage to confront and resolve them. It  calls for 
the joint efforts o f the w hole Party to stay true to our original aspi
ration and founding m ission. Therefore, every single Party mem ber, 
and particularly every official, must engage in  this education campaign 
while concerning themselves w ith the Party, shouldering their respon
sibility, and striving to strengthen the Party.

M arxism  is an instrum ent to transform  our objective and subjec
tive w orld . A s the Party w orked to adapt M arxism  to the Chinese 
context, it has developed M ao Z ed on g  T h o u g h t, D eng X ia o p in g  
Theory, the T heory o f  Three Represents, the Scientific O u tlook  on  
D evelopm ent, and the Thought on Socialism w ith Chinese Character
istics fo r a N ew  E ra . They serve as pow erful theoretical weapons to 
advance social reform  and self-reform . Based on the M arxist theory  
o f strengthening parties, our Party has developed rich theories o f its 
self-reform  such as re in forcin g  Party m em bers5 ideals and convic
tions and their Party consciousness, enforcing strict Party self-gover
nance, being strict w ith  intra-Party po litica l activities and conduct, 
developing both regular and intensive education, carrying out regular
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criticism  and self-criticism , strengthening internal scrutiny, accepting 
supervision from  the public, cleansing the thinking, organization, and 
conduct o f the Party, and keeping it in  good  health. A s im portant 
sources o f experience fo r the Party in  conducting self-reform , they 
should be fu lly applied and developed in  this campaign.

In  the final analysis, this education cam paign aims to solve all 
intra-Party problem s runn ing counter to our Party^ original aspira
tion and founding m ission. The key is to have the courage to face up 
to the problem s. Problem s are always there. So we should reflect on 
ourselves just as the old saying goes, <CA  man o f virtue often examines

him self as a fallible person” ，to identify our shortcom ings and have
the courage to correct them.

W e should be problem -oriented and setde problem s in  earnest. 
Concealing a malady for fear o f taking medicine m ight result in  incur
able diseases. In  fact, the outstanding problem s w ithin our Party have
manifested in  m any ways，requiring us to make a sweep search and do
all we can to address them.

To strengthen our Party politica lly , we need to ensure that the 
Party exercises centralized and u n ified  leadership and that all its 
m em bers strengthen th e ir com m itm en t to the F o u r C on sciou s
nesses, the Four-sphere Confidence, and the Two Upholds. W e need 
to cleanse our p o litica l environm ent, and rem ove hidden po litica l 
dangers such as those b rou gh t by double-dealers to prevent and 
defuse political risks.

To strengthen our Party theoretically, we need to im prove theoreti
cal guidance, have firm  ideals and convictions, bear in  m ind the Party^ 
nature and purpose, enhance the Party spirit to com bat any loss o f  
faith and sense o f purpose, and raise the awareness o f the Party and 
Party membership.

To strengthen our Party organizationally, we need to im prove the 
Party by consolidating its weak and slack organizations at all levels to 
increase their creativity, cohesiveness and ability. W e need to resolutely 
oppose self-centered behavior, anti-centralization, disregard o f the 
rules, the silo mentality, and sacrificing principles for selfish purposes.
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We must im plem ent in  earnest the criteria for appointing good o ffi
cials and rectify all unhealthy tendencies.

T o  im p ro ve  o u r P a rty ’s con du ct and d is c ip lin e ，we need to

continue to address the problem s o f favoring fo rm  over substance, 
bureaucratism , hedon ism  and extravagance, and also reso lu te ly  
correct nonfeasance and any m isconduct that undermines the people s 

interests.
W e must m aintain a tough stance against corruption and eradicate 

the tum ors endangering the health o f  our Party. T he eight p ro m i
nent problem s targeted in  this guidance cam paign are all that m ight 
weaken the foundation  and h inder the grow th  o f our Party. They  
must be solved in  the spirit o f thorough self-reform . These problem s 
are always visible to the public. W^hether Party members and officials 
rem ain true to the Party^s original aspiration and founding m ission  
needs to be judged and evaluated in  practice. W e can never carry out 
self-reform  behind closed doors. W e must be receptive to the public^ 
suggestions and w illingly accept their supervision.

I  expounded on  how  to cleanse, im prove, and reform  the Party 
at the T h ird  P lenary Session o f the 19th C entral C om m ission fo r 
D iscipline Inspection earlier this year. These measures could help to 
remove the tum ors and enhance the health o f our Party. To cleanse
the Party and keep it in  good shape，we must eliminate im purities and

toxins and remove boils and tumors. As the ancient saying goes, To  
ensure lasting peace, problem s must be addressed when they arise, to 
enjoy eternal health, people must go to the doctor when they get ill , 
it is necessary to prescribe m edicine when confirm ing the diagnosis, 
and for some chronic ailments, a heavy dose o f m edicine is needed, 
when cancer cells are likely to spread, it even requires surgery.

W e m ust address inadequacies, shore up po in ts o f weakness,
consolidate the foundations，tackle problem s at source, prevent m inor

problem s from  becom ing m ajor ones, address them when they crop  
up, close institutional loopholes, and im prove the supervision system 
and the Party^ long-term  governance capability.

A  weak person needs to build up his health and boost his immunity;
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otherw ise his health w ill deteriorate u n til it is too  late to recover. 
A s the saying goes, the smallest antholes in  a dam must be repaired 
prom ptly, otherwise it w ill eventually collapse. T o reform  our Party, 
we m ust have a clear picture, be resolute in  rem oving all theoretical 
and institutional barriers, and experim ent w ith theoretical, practical, 
institutional and cultural measures. To im prove the Party, we must 
learn from  books, from  practice and from  the people, strengthen our 
Party consciousness and political ability, raise our political, theoreti
cal, and ethical level, enhance our governance capability, and build a 
contingent o f loyal, clean, responsible, com petent, and professional 
officials.

To remain true to the Party’s original aspiration and founding
m ission and to carry out self-reform  o f  the Party, we need to deal 
w ith the follow ing relationships:

F irst, we must uphold and enhance centralized and unified CPC  
leadersh ip  w hile  addressing the P arty ’s ow n problem s. A ll Party
mem bers and particularly officials need to fight w ith extraordinary  
courage against any behavior by any m em ber that weakens the Party5s 
leadership and governance foundation , o r contravenes its political 
discipline and rules. But we should not underm ine o r deny the PartyJs 
leadership and take an erroneous road o f self-destruction because o f  
the existence o f those problem s.

Second, we must uphold the correct path and embrace innovation.
To im prove the efficacy o f self-reform ，we must adhere to the Party’s
nature, purpose, original aspiration and founding m ission, ideals, and 
convictions, and at the same time solve all problem s w ithin the Party 
w ith new methods and approaches.

T h ird , we m ust on  the one hand enforce discip line on all our 
Party members, and on the other, show them our great care. W e must 
im prove the supervision mechanism to prevent them from  practicing 
malfeasance. A t the same time, we must also give a free hand to entre
preneurial and responsible Party m em bers and officials, unleashing 
their enthusiasm , in itiative, and creativity, and encouraging them  to 
make contribution and achievements in  the new era.

S ta y  T ru e  to  th e  V a r y 's  O r i^ n a lA s p ir a tio n  a n d  F o u n d in g  M iss io n 621

Fourth，we must: rely on both the driving force o f Party organi
zations and initiatives o f individual members. Party organizations at
all levels must be strict in  requirements, education, management and 
supervision. Party m em bers and officials m ust take the initiative to 
examine and cleanse themselves politically to im prove their political 
immunity.

The key to rem aining true to the Party’s orig inal aspiration and
founding m ission lies in  Party officials at all levels and particularly  
high-level officials. T h ey need to lead by exam ple in  studying the 
Thought on Socialism  w ith Chinese Characteristics fo r a N ew  E ra , 
in strengthening their com m itm ent to the Four Consciousnesses, the 
Four-sphere Confidence and the Tw o U pholds, in  staying true to our 
original aspiration and founding m ission, in  carrying out criticism  and 
self-criticism , and in  upho ld ing  tru th  and rectifying errors. E ve ry
one should be involved and no one should stand aside. The Political 
Bureau in  particular needs to set a good example for the whole Party 
in this regard.

Finally, I  w ould like to conclude w ith quotes from  Chairm an Mao. 
O ne is from  “ O n  C oalition G overnm ent”  on A p ril 24, 1945: “Thou- 
sands upon thousands o f m artyrs have heroically laid down their lives 
for the people; let us hold  their banner high and m arch ahead along
the path crim son w ith their b lood!’’5 T he other is from  “ R eport to
the Second Plenary Session o f the Seventh Central Com m ittee o f the 
Com m unist Party o f China,5 on M arch 5, 1 9 4 9 :4<The Chinese revolu
tion is great, but the road after the revolution w ill be longer, the w ork  
greater and m ore arduous. This must be made clear now  in  the Party. 
The comrades m ust be taught to rem ain m odest, prudent and free 
from  arrogance and rashness in  their style o f w ork. The comrades
must be taught: to preserve the style o f plain living  and hard struggle.
W e have the M arxist-Leninist weapon o f criticism  and self-criticism . 
W e can get rid  o f a bad style and keep the good. W e can learn what 
we did not know. W e are not only good at destroying the old w orld,
we are also good at building the new.’’6
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Notes

1 The Mencius {Meng Z i).

Sima Guang: H istorical Events Retold as a M irro r fo r Government (Z i Z h i Tong]tan).
3 Gangcang Z i. Gangcang Z i (dates unknown), who lived during the Spring and 

Autumn Period (770-476 BC), was a discipline o f Lao Zi.
He Tan: X.ichoufs Sayings (X i Chou Chang Yari). He Tan (dates unknown), also 

known as Xichou, was a scholar o f  the Southern Song Dynasty (1127-1279).
5 Mao Zedong: uO n Coalition Government,,> Selected W orks of M ao Zedong, Vol. I ll ,  

Eng. ed., Foreign Languages Press, Beijing, 1975, p. 270.
6 Mao Zedong: ^Report to the Second Plenary Session o f the Seventh Central 

Committee o f the Communist Party o f China,,> Selected W orks o f M ao Zedong, Vol. IV, 
Eng. ed., Foreign Languages Press, Beijing, 1961, p. 374.

Rem ain True to O u r O rig in a l A sp iration  and 
Founding M ission -  A n  O n go in g  Campaign*

January 8, 2020

A  party w ith over 90 m illion  members and 4.6 m illion  grassroots 
organizations that has long ruled a vast country boasting a population  
o f 1.4 b illion , the C PC  gives staunch leadership in  building Chinese
socialism . T he Party’s ow n efforts to strengthen itse lf have always 
been a serious matter affecting the overall situation.

W hile  today’s w orld is undergoing changes o f a scale unseen in  a 
century, China is at the critical stage o f national rejuvenation, and the 
CPC is leading the people in  a great historic struggle w ith many new  
features. These changes that come at a staggering pace, the need to 
strike a balance between reform , developm ent and stability, and the 
problem s, risks and challenges we face — all present unprecedented 
tests to our Party’s governance. T o w in constant support from  the
people and continue to achieve fu rther success, ou r Party, w ith  a 
history dating back alm ost 100 years, m ust bear in  m ind our o rig i
nal aspiration and founding m ission, clear out whatever underm ines
the Party’s progressive and wholesom e nature, rid  ourselves o f any 
virus that erodes the Party’s health, and guard against any danger that
goes against our original aspiration and founding m ission and has the 
potential to shake the foundations o f the Party.

The past is a prologue. The whole Party must use this education 
campaign on our original aspiration and founding m ission to com m it 
ourselves to fu rth er se lf-refo rm . H ere, I  w ant to h igh ligh t a few  
points.

* Part o f the speech at the conference reviewing the Aspiration and M ission education 
campaign.
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F irs t, to rem ain true to o u r o rig in a l asp iration  and founding  
m ission, we must make strengthening our Party an eternal theme for 
all Party m em bers and officials. E ith e r fo r a person o r fo r a party, 
what must be treasured m ost is the adherence to one^ original aspi
rations and good quaUties in  the face o f any hardships encountered. 
For our Party, its original aspiration and founding m ission epitomize 
its nature, purpose, ideals, convictions and goals, and m otivate us to 
stand fast and march forward. From  the Shikumen building where our 
Party was established, to the T iananm en Rostrum  where the founding 
o f our country was declared, and on to the path o f the new era, all o f 
our Party s efforts, struggles and sacrifices have been dedicated to the 
people s w ellbeing and national rejuvenation. O u r original aspiration 
and founding m ission have enabled the Party to grow  and prosper 
in  extrem e difficu lties, break through tight encirclem ents, and rise 
in  adversity. W ith ou t them , our Party w ould change its nature, lose 
public support, and risk its future.

A  nation o r a party that forgets where it comes from  w ill not grow  
and prosper. It  should be noted that in  the course o f our PartyJs long  
rule, elements underm ining the P arty^ progressive and wholesom e 
nature are persistent, threats to our original aspiration, our founding 
m ission, and the PartyJs foundation are ubiquitous, and im purities in 
thinking, political com m itm ent, organization, and conduct in  the Party 
have not been com pletely eradicated.

A  M arxist Party w ill n o t rem ain progressive and w holesom e  
automaticaUy over tim e, n or wiU a Party m em ber^ Party conscious
ness deepen m erely through length o f service and prom otion. There 
is a risk that our orig inal aspiration w ill fade and disappear i f  it is 
neglected. It  is easy to forget why we started and where we are going; 
it is easy to wander o ff  track and get lost. The fundam ental reason 
w hy corrupt officials break laws and infringe discipline is that they 
have cast aside their orig inal aspiration. A ll Party m em bers should 
constantly examine and analyze themselves to eradicate any im purities, 
negative influence, and contam ination.

I  have said on m any occasions that Party members and officials
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should regularly reread the Party C onstitution, their oath o f admis
sion to the Party, and the m artyrs, letters to their fam ily during the 
revolution. W e need to check our actions against the Party Constitu
tion  to find  out w hether we have com plied w ith  the requirem ents 
and maintained our original aspiration, just as we tidy our room s and 
polish our m irrors regularly to keep them  neat and clean. W e must 
guide all Party organizations, members and officials to examine their 
poUtical th inking against the requirem ents o f the Central C om m it
tee, scan their behavior against the Party Constitution and regulations,
scrutinize their performance against the people’s expectations，and

compare themselves w ith the revolutionaries and m artyrs o f the older 
generation and w ith today^ role models. W e should constantly rem ind
ourselves of our original aspiration， and stay true to and shoulder our

founding m ission. W e need to nurture the aspiration and keep to the 
m ission through innovative thinking, aUow them  to further m otivate 
us by review ing the extraordinary h istory o f our Party, and build  a 
deeper understanding o f them as we further regulate mtra-Party polit
ical activities, so that they can be a driving force for us to forge ahead,
innovate and do hard and solid w ork.

Second, to rem ain true to our orig inal aspiration and founding  
m ission, we m ust un ify our thinking, wUl and action w ith  the latest 
theoretical developm ent o f M arxism  in  the Chinese context. T he  
progressive nature o f a M arxist patty manifests itself first and fore
m ost in  its theory. It  is our Party's distinctive feature, and one o f its 
finest traditions, to highUght its theoretical developm ent. M ao Zedong  
once said, ^T h ere fo re  ideo log ica l education is the key lin k  to be
grasped in’ uniting the whole Party for great political struggles.，’1 The

original aspiration o f Com m unists is based on their concern for the 
people, their perseverance in  pursxiit o f truth, and m ore im portandy, 
on scientific theories o f M arxism . O n ly  by im proving Party members,
theoretical understanding can we stay true to our original aspiration

and shoulder our founding m ission m ore conscientiously and m ore 

firm ly.
T he biggest enem y o f theoretical study is com placency. I f  we
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want to reaUy learn som ething, we must stay hungry. But we now  have 
some Party members and officials w ho undervalue theoretical study 
and spend no time on it; some lack perseverance; some put on a show, 
dabbHng w ithout thorough understanding; some engage in  casual and 
fragmented learning, choosing what interests them and ignoring what 
does not; m any young officials are not w ell equipped theoretically 
o r firm  m  their ideals and convictions. W e need to help them adopt

a senous and sound attitude, i f  they are to tru ly understand, firm ly
believe and actually apply the theories.

I  have noted repeatedly that it is through learning that we Com m u
nists have come so far today, and it is still the weapon that we must 
em ploy as we m arch into  the future. A ll Party mem bers m ust keep 
pace w ith the times, casting o ff outdated mindsets, old routines and 
old practices in  thought, deed and decision-making. Otherwise we will 
be left behind, fail to perform  our duties, miss good  opportunities, 
and rum  our w ork. This problem  requires the highest attention from  
aH Party members and particularly from  leading officials at aU levels. 
Advancing w ith the times must be m ore than a mere slogan; it must 
guide our thinking and action. We cannot blind ourselves to what is 
really happening out there like the people in  the legendary Peach Blos
som Spring2 w ho cut all ties w ith the outside w orld.

E very  step in  theoretical innovation must be follow ed by educa-

tion and training. A ll the previous education campaigns of the Party
began w ith ideological education, to address the problem s o f  casual 
study, disunity in  thinking, and slow response in  action. W ith  continu
ous foUow-up and concentrated efforts, they aimed to achieve unified 
th inking, po litica l solidarity, and unison in  action across the Party. 
T he top p rio rity  should be studying, understanding and applying  
the Party^ innovative theories. I t  should go together w ith studying

the basic tenets o f M arxism , and the histories o f the CPC, the PRC,
reform  and opening up, and sociaHst developm ent. This in  turn must 
happen in  the context o f the efforts we have invested in  the great 
struggle fo r national developm ent, the great project o f strengthening 
our Party, the great cause o f Chinese socialism, and the great dream

o f national rejuvenation. W e must w ork hard to have a good grasp o f  
what we are learning, un ify our thinking through freeing our m inds,
and improve our understanding o f the Party’s theories so as to apply

them in  a m ore proactive way.
T h ird , to rem ain true to ou r o rig in a l aspiration and found ing  

m ission, we must have the courage to face up to problem s and carry
out self-reform through vigorous self-examination. “W hen a gentle-

man errs, his mistake is as visible as a solar o r lunar ecUpse, but when 
he corrects it, he is w orthy o f respect again."3 O u r Party^ prom inent 
strength is our ab ility to con fron t problem s and correct mistakes.
Vladimir Lenin once said, “ Frankly acknowledging a mistake，ascer-

taining the reasons fo r it, analyzing the conditions that have led up 
to it, and thrashing out the means o f its rectification -  that is the 
haUmark o f a serious party."4 A  strong party is forged through self
reform . In  looking back at our Party's history, w hile carrying forward 
social revolutions it has always embarked on self-reform  by upholding  
truth, rectifying its mistakes, facing problem s squarely, overcom ing its 
weaknesses, and bracing fo r the pain o f rem oving the poison to heal 
quickly. Precisely fo r this reason, our Party has been able to survive 
every desperate situation, b ring  order out o f chaos, and become an 

invulnerable M arxist party.
A t present, a m in ority  o f Party m em bers and officials lack the 

drive to reform  themselves. They take things as they are and make 
little effort. Some are losing their ability to examine problem s in  favor 
o f w orrying about personal gains and losses, o r concealing their faults 
for fear o f criticism ; some dare not air criticism , but keep themselves 
discreetly out o f harm ^ way by rem aining mute; some indxalge them 
selves in  corruption and extravagance -  they even violate Party regu
lations such as the E ig h t Rules despite repeated prohibitions. A s an 
ancient Chinese scholar said, "T he hardest thing to do under heaven is 
to keep one^ heart under control, and the easiest thing is to be lured 
by desire.,,s O nce we are tem pted, the w ill to  reform  ourselves w ill 
wane to the point o f abandoning our original aspiration and founding  
m ission and violating discipUne, even breaking the law.
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It  is not hard to find the original aspiration but it is not easy to 
fo llow  through. A ll Party mem bers m ust constantly uphold revolu
tionary ideals, maintain high m orale, and use the weapons o f criticism  
and self-criticism  to im prove Party conduct, enforce Party discipline

and fight com iption . W e w ill continue to strengthen the P arty，s ability
to cleanse, im prove, reform  and surpass itself. W e must fight against 
anything that m ight weaken the Party^ foundations and underm ine 
the Party s undertakings, and elim inate any v iru s that erodes the 
Party’s health.

Fourth , to rem ain true to our orig in al aspiration and founding  
m ission, we must m aintain the resolve to fight and fulfiU our duties. 
O u r Party was born  w hen the nation was beset by dom estic crisis 
and foreign  aggression, so it had to figh t to survive, to grow  and 
to trium ph . T he closer we sail tow ards national rejuvenation , the 
m ore we may encounter heavy seas. W e must be m indfUl o f possible 
dangers in  time o f peace and possible crisis in  time o f stability, remain 
ever-vigilant, boost m orale, and be resolved to engage in  the great 
historic struggle w ith m any new features.

Speaking o f  fighting, we do not fight fo r the sake o f  it nor for 
personal gain; we must w ork hard and overcom e difficulties to fulfill 
the people s expectation for a better life and realize the rejuvenation 
o f the Chinese nation. To judge whether a Party m em ber o r official 
has the spirit to fight and the w ill to  take responsibility, we should 
see whether he o r she has the courage to take a stand on m ajor issues 
o f principle, to rise to challenges, to come forward in  times o f  crisis, 
to accept responsibility fo r mistakes, and to fight against unhealthy 
trends and evil practices.

A t present, am ong our Party members and officials, there are prob
lems such as the lack o f w ill, courage o r ability to take on responsibili
ties. Some prefer to be risk-averse, avoid confrontation, o r sit on the 
fence. T hey w orry  that <cthe m ore dishes you wash, the m ore likely

you are to break them” . They embrace ideas such as “ m aking friends
rather than enemies, and turning a blind eye to indiscretions,>, <crather

do nothing in  case something goes w rong” ，“ taking credit for successes
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but refusing to accept responsib ility fo r m istakes” ，and “ enjoying

standing in  the limeUght rather than w orking behind the scenes55. They  
panic whenever problem s and difficulties arise. This is not the conduct 
o f a Communist! They w ill bring nothing but trouble o r even disaster.

A  towering tree w ill not grow  in a plant pot; likewise, a great cause 
cannot be achieved by idlers. To become mainstays o f the Party our 
m em bers and officials m ust face the w orld , brave the storm , hone 
their skills, and enhance their capabilities. They should be m en and 
wom en o f courage and action, knowledgeable and ready to take on  
responsibilities. They should lead the charge in  the face o f m ajor chal
lenges, risks, and resistance, and distinguish themselves.

F ifth , to rem ain true to  our o rig in a l asp iration  and found ing  
m ission, we m ust develop and im prove the intra-Party systems to  
establish a long-term  m echanism . System ic strength is the greatest 
advantage o f a party and a nation. D eng X iaop ing once said, I f  these 
systems are sound, they can place restraints on  the actions o f bad 
people; if  they are unsound, they may ham per the efforts o f good  
people o r indeed, in  certain cases, may push them in the w rong direc-
tion.”6 O u r Party suffered losses due to weak systems. Since the 18th

C P C  N ational Congress, the Central Com m ittee has been com m it
ted to running the Party by rigorous rules, trying to develop a set o f  
systems and institutions that are well-conceived, procedure-based, and 
effective. Such efforts have strengthened Party self-governance.

The Fourth Plenary Session o f the 19th CPC Central Com m ittee 
proposed a system fo r rem aining true to the original aspiration and 
founding m ission. Establishing a new system requires systematic and 
dialectical thinking while upholding principles so as to make it instruc-
tive，targeted and operational. In  this process, we must take pragmatic

and effective measures to get to grips w ith  problem s w ith an easy 
and applicable approach; we m ust balance the Central Com m ittee s 
requirem ents against actual conditions and the expectations o f the 
public at the grassroots level, keeping our eyes on the goal as well as
realities; we must emphasize both breaking new ground and m aintain
ing consistency, and make sure the new system accommodates existing
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mtra-Party regulations and systems, determ ining what is to be retained, 
im proved, established o r im plem ented. W hen form ulating our rules 
and regulations, we should not try  to make them aU-encompassing, 
nor should we overdo the detail.

Systems are to be observed and enforced. The whole Party must

strengthen its w ill to abide by, im plem ent and uphold our systems，and
put in  place an authoritative and efficient enforcem ent mechanism  
to step up supervision o f their im plem entation. W e must ensure the 
full and solid im plem entation o f the system for rem aining true to the 
original aspiration and founding m ission and stamp out the practices

o f rule-bending, loose and selective enforcem ent，in case rigid restric-
tions become lax, and a long-acting mechanism becomes ineffective.

S ixth , to  rem ain  true to  o u r o rig in a l asp ira tio n  and fo u n d 
ing  m ission, leadership organs and leading officials m ust make the 
running. Leadership organs are im portant bodies in  state governance, 
and leading officials, smaU in  num ber but hold ing  key positions in

state and Party undertakings, are like weather vanes fo r the w hole 
Party and society. “The rulers’ virtue is like w ind, and com m oners，
virtue like grass, w hich always bends in  the direction o f  the w ind.,,? 
This means leading by example is far m ore effective than sim ply issu
ing  orders o r p rodd ing people in to  action. Leadership organs and 
leading officials must lead the charge in  this education campaign.

二I f  we fail to lead by example, others w ill rifeither trust nor follow  
us. Leadership organs and leading officials have always been the
first to charge forw ard, which is the key to our Party^ success. In  the

years o f revolutionary war，“ Charge!”  and “ Follow  me in  the charge!”
were two orders w ith a w orld o f difference. A fte r the founding o f the 
PRC, thanks to a large num ber o f  exem plary officials like Jiao  Yulu,

G u  W enchang，Yang Shanzhou and Zhang Fuqing, our Party is able
to lead the people to make new progress in  every field. Leadership

organs and leading officials must fo lly understand the responsibilities
w ith w hich they have been entrusted, keep sober-m inded, and regu- 
larly examine and im prove themselves.

T h is  year w ill w itness the end o f  o u r battle against poverty,

success in  bu ild ing a m oderately prosperous society in  all respects 
and the conclusion o f the 13th Five-year Plan. W e are confronted  
w ith increasing external challenges, m ounting downward pressure on
t h e  economy, and the formidable task o f striking a balance between

re form , developm ent and stability. T he m ore compUcated the situ
ation is, the m ore it needs leadership organs and leading officials  
to m aintain their resolve and press forw ard; the m ore arduous the 
tasks are, the m ore it needs them to lead by example, do soHd w ork
and shoulder their responsibilities. All leadership organs and leading

officials must enhance the Four Consciousnesses, im prove the Four- 
sphere Confidence, and ensure the Tw o U pholds, leading the people 
to overcom e difficulties on our way forw ard, and satisfying the Party 
and the people w ith good perform ance.
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Strengthen D iscip line and Scrutiny over
the Exercise o f  Power*

January 13, 2020

W e must uphold the Thought on SociaHsm w ith Chinese Charac
teristics for a N ew  Era, and follow  the guiding principles o f  the 19th 
C PC  N ational Congress and the second, th ird  and fou rth  plenary  
sessions o f  the 19th CPC Central Com m ittee. W e m ust exercise full 
and strict governance over the Party, im prove Party and state supervi
sion, strengthen discipline and scrutiny over the exercise o f  power,
and ensure the im p lem en tation  〇 f  the Party’s gu id elin es, principles’

and policies, to provide a strong guarantee fo r securing a decisive 
victory in  achieving moderate prosperity and elim inating poverty.

Since the 18th CPC N ational Congress in  2012, we have shown 
unprecedented courage and resolve in  advancing fu ll and rigorous  
governance o f the Party, and have made historic and groundbreaking  
progress that w ill have a profound and comprehensive influence. In  
our effort to lead a social revolution through the Party's self-reform  
we have strengthened and im proved the relevant systems to fix  prob
lems such as the weakening o f Party leadership, a failure to strengthen 
the Party, and inefficiency in  Party self-governance in  some fields, 
so that the Party continues to exercise strong leadership in  building  
socidism  w ith Chinese characteristics. In  our effort to strengthen the 
ideals and convictions o f all Party members w ith progressive theories, 
we have enacted institutions conducive to realizing our original aspi
ration and founding m ission. W e have arm ed the w hole Party w ith  
the T h ou gh t on Socialism  w ith  Chinese Characteristics fo r a N ew

„  * M aln Points o f  the speech at the Fourth Plenary Session o f  the 19th CPC  Central
Com m ission fo r D iscipline Inspection.
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E ra , inspired our people, and directed our w ork accordingly; we have 
made ideological education a regular and institutionalized practice so 
as to gather ideological strength for realizing the Chinese D ream  o f  
national rejuvenation. In  our e ffort to reinforce unity and soUdanty 
w ithin  the Party, we have ensured the Tw o U pholds, im proved the 
systems for upholding the authority o f the C PC  Central Com m ittee 
and its centraUzed, unified leadership. W e have im proved the system  
o f the C entral Com m ittee's leadership over m ajor program s, and
u n i f i e d  our w ill and action to safeguard the Party’s unity and solidar-

ity, so as to strengthen the PartyJs abiHty to lead poUtically, to guide 
through theory, to organize the people, and to m otivate the pubUc. In  
our effort to im prove Party conduct, enforce Party discipline and fight 
corru ption  to unite the Party, the m ilitary and the people, we have
token fkm  measures to combat corruption , correct m isconduct，elimi-

nate negative elements underm ining the Party's progressive nature and 
integrity, and im prove the systems o f governance for the people and 
supported by the people, so that the people always remain a m ighty 
force supporting the C P C ^ governing status and Chinese socialism.

Since the 18th CPC N ational Congress, we have sought out a path 
to resolve problem s rooted in  the Party's long-term  governance so as 
to avoid the historical cycle o f rise and fall, and we have built a set 
o f effective systems fo r scrutin izing the exercise o f pow er and for
e n f o r c i n g  Party discipline and state laws. W e must uphold, strengthen

and develop our path and systems. A t the Fourth Plenary Session o f 
the 19th CPC Central Com m ittee in  2019, strategic plans were laid to 
uphold and im prove the socialist system w ith Chinese characteristics 
and to m odernize the state governance system and capacity. A ccord
ingly, discipUne inspection and supervision organs should undertake 

the relevant w ork.
W e should enforce politica l oversight and guarantees, and raise 

poUtical awareness o f the Tw o U pholds. Supervision and inspection 
should be strengthened to ensure the im plem entation o f the guiding 
principles o f the F ourth  P lenary Session o f the 19th C PC  Central 
Com m ittee, and to uphold and consolidate the fundamental, basic and
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m ajor systems supporting the socialist system w ith Chinese character
istics. The Central Committee's m ajor decisions and plans must yield 
substantial results, particularly in  achieving m oderate prosperity and 
elim inating poverty, so supervision must be strengthened this year to

m otivate Party organizations at all levels to do their best and complete
their tasks. In  terms o f strengthening Party self-governance, respon
sibilities should be specified for each position in  each Party organiza
tion, and should be assumed, observed and fulfilled accordingly, so as 
to strengthen grassroots Party leadership and oversight. Power must 
be exercised appropriately, under the principle o f dem ocratic central
ism , based on sound decision-m aking, effective im plem entation, and 
forceful oversight, w ith im partiaUty and integrity, and in  accordance 
w ith the law.

W e should uphold a people-centered approach，and fo llow  our 
fine traditions to secure a decisive v ictory in  achieving m oderate pros-
perity and elim inating poverty. U nder an explicit institutional frame-

w ork，officials should eradicate the malpractices o f favoring form  over
substance and bureaucratism, w ork in  a redistic and practical manner, 
and demonstrate honesty and integrity. O fficials should be trained and 
tempered at the forefront o f m ajor program s o r m ajor battles, w ith  
an encouraging environm ent fo r them  to grow  and stand out from

the crowd. Problem s that damage the people’s interest in  p o o r areas
and are o f pressing public concern must be properly addressed, and 
efforts should be made to eliminate the malpractices o f  favoring form  
over substance and bureaucratism in  targeted poverty aUeviation, w ith  
a focus on enhancing scrutiny over perform ance, particularly poverty 
eUm ination in  designated p o o r counties. The fight m ust go deeper

against “ m ioro-com ip tion ” that underm ines public welfare, against
protective umbrellas that shelter crim inal gangs and evil forces, and

against the “ stum bling blocks” that ham per the im plem entation o f
policies benefiting the public. W ith  this goal in  m ind, grassroots Party
organizations must be strengthened.

W e should  continue to  catch “ tigers”  as w ell as “ flie s ” ，and
focus on punishing violations o f  Party discipline and state laws that

S tren g th en  D is c ip lin e  a n d  S c ru tin y  o v e r  th e  E x e r c is e  o f  P o w e r 635

occurred despite repeated w arnings after the 18th C P C  N ation a l 
Congress. W e must be fully aware o f the severe, com plex, long-lasting 
and arduous struggle against c o rru p tio n , guard against potentia l 
corruption , and increase the efficiency o f our fight against corru p
tion . W e m ust severely punish co rru p tion  occurring  after the 18th  
C P C  N ation a l Congress that ham pers the im plem entation o f the 
P arty^ theories, guidelines, principles and policies, and underm ines 
the Party's governing foundations. W e must investigate and prosecute 
cases o f corruption that cause harm ; we w ill make greater efforts to 
com bat corruption in  financial institutions and state-owned enterpris
es, im prove the management o f state-owned resources and assets, and 
identify the hidden corruption  in  local governm ent debt nsk. W e must 
punish insurance fraud by medical institutions and set up an effective 
long-term  supervision mechanism. W e must im prove the supervision 
o f overseas state-owned assets. W e must im plem ent the E igh t Rules 
on im proving Party and governm ent conduct, remain determ ined and 
principled, and prevent o ld  problem s from  resurging, new problem s 
from  emerging, and smaH problem s from  grow ing. W e must enhance 
oversight over those in  com m and at all levels, im prove the m echa
nisms o f avoiding work-related conflict o f interest, im plem ent regular 
job rotation and end-of-tenure auditing, and conduct proper criticism  

and self-criticism.
W e should im prove Party conduct and bu ild  clean governm ent, 

and ensure our officials do not dare to be, are not able to be, and do 
not want to be corrupt. This is the fundamental guideline for batding 
co rru p tio n , and also a m ajor strategy fo r strengthening Party self- 
governance in  the new era. The awareness, ability and resolve to resist 
corruption are an integral w hole, and must be reinforced together in  a
coordinated way. Strict enforcem ent o f Party discipline and state laws

helps strengthen the institutions, im prove the institutional structure, 
and form  an effective oversight system. In  addition, we must also help 
Party mem bers develop firm  ideals and convictions, enhance Party 
consciousness, and strengthen their com m itm ent to the Party's found
ing  m ission. S trict enforcem ent w ill rem ain a long-term  princip le ,
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while distinctions between the three pairs o f errors1 should be made, 
as our measures should both respond to peopled concerns and m oti
vate officials to assume responsibility. W e should make full use o f the 
four form s o f oversight over discipline compliance2, resolving existing 
problem s w ith effective measures and preventing potential offenses 
through strengthened oversight, so as to achieve sound political, legal 
and social effects.

W e should im prove Party and state supervision , and com pre
hensively reform  the discipline inspection and supervision system. 
Institutions and systems should be further developed and im proved, 
fitting w ith the Party’s leadership system and m erging into the national 
governance system; this way, they w ill help turn China5s institutional 
strengths in to  effective governance. W e should integrate overa ll 
oversight by Party com m ittees o r Party leadership groups, special
ized oversight by discipline inspection comm issions and supervision  
com m issions, functional oversight by Party organs, regular oversight 
by grassroots Party organizations, and dem ocratic oversight by Party 
members. W e should focus on internal Party scrutiny, and coordinate 
the scrutiny by peopled congresses, other political parties, adm inistra
tive organs, the judiciary, auditing and accounting bodies, statistical 
institutions, the general public, and the media. D iscipline inspection  
comm issions and supervision comm issions should play their due role 
in  the Party and state supervision system, and fiacilitate and im plem ent 
the institutional reform  o f discipline inspection and supervision.

W e should protect o u r systems th rough  strict d iscip lin e , and 
strengthen compliance and enforcem ent. Supervisory mechanisms for 
enforcem ent should be im proved to cover all areas, and to reinforce 
regular supervision  and targeted inspection . E n forcem en t results 
should be included in  officials’ perform ance evaluation，to m otivate 
them to fu lfill their duties and achieve results. Effective accountability 
helps strengthen enforcement; abuse o f power and dereliction o f duty 
should both be punished, applying to both the person direcdy respon
sible and his/her superior.

U p h o ld in g  the a u th o rity  o f  o u r system s and en su rin g  th e ir
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enforcem ent are im portant duties o f discipline inspection and super
vis ion  organs. T hey should take the lead in  re in forcing  our P arty^ 
po litica l foundations, m aintain absolute loyalty to the Party, have 
m oral integrity, dem onstrate a keen sense o f responsibility, dare to 
confront difficulties, and be capable o f overcom ing obstacles. The  
CPC Central Com m ittee has enacted rules on supervision and disci
pline enforcem ent and approved regulations on supervision and law  
enforcem ent, w hich discipline inspection and supervision organs must 
im plem ent to the letter. Party committees at all levels must strengthen 
leadership and oversight over discipline inspection comm issions and 
supervision comm issions at their corresponding levels, to ensure the 
exercise o f power in  Party discipline and law enforcem ent is subject 
to supervision and constraint. D iscipline inspection and supervision  
organs should set an example in  enhancing self-supervision and self- 
discip line, raise awareness o f the need to uphold  the rule o f  law, 
follow  procedures and produce evidence, carry out their w ork w ithin  
their jurisd iction  and in  accordance w ith  regulations and standard 
procedures, and launch greater efforts to strengthen the ranks o f  
inspection and supervision personnel.

Notes

1 Distinctions should be made between the following cases: mistakes due to 
a lack o f experience in pushing pilot reform programs, and deliberate violations 
o f the law and Party discipline; mistakes due to trying out things not specifically 
banned by higher-level authorities, and violations o f the law and Party discipline 
with full knowledge o f the prohibitions; unintentional mistakes for the good o f  
development, and violations o f the law and Party discipline for personal gain. This 
was first raised by X i Jinping in January 2016 at a study session on implementing 
the decisions o f the Fifth Plenary Session o f the 18th CPC Central Committee, at-
tended by officials at the provincial and ministerial level.

2 See note 18, p. 79.
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